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WOMEN    SENIOR    WRANGLERS 

gIR,— More  than  forty  years  ago  Philippa 
■^  Fawcett  was  placed  "  above  the  Senior 
Wrangler." 

She  was  the  only  child  of  Henry  Fawcett, 
for  some  years  Postmaster-General  in  W.  E. 
Gladstone's  Government  of  1880. 

J.  T.  GlBBS. 

22,  Zion-road,  Rathgar,  Dublin. ';<:    3i* 
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PREFACE. 


The  present  edition  of  Spenser  is  intended  for  popular 
use,  and  the  professed  scholar  will  find  little  in  it  that  is 
new.  It  has  been  undertaken  in  compliance  ^^•ith  a  wish 
of  the  publishers  to  offer  to  the  American  public  the  works 
of  this  great  poet  at  a  moderate  price,  and  accompanied 
with  such  notes  and  exjilanations  as  might  remove,  in  some 
measure,  the  difficulties  which  have  kept  many  from  at- 
tempting to  read  him.  The  edition  published  by  Pick- 
ering, in  1S25,  was  taken  for  the  basis  of  the  present  one, 
and  the  Life  of  Spenser  contained  in  it  has  been  repub- 
lished in  this.  The  Introductory  Observations  upon  the 
"  Faerie  Queene,"  the  glossarial  and  explanatory  notes, 
have  been  added  by  the  present  editor.  The  obsolete  and 
difficult  words  have  been  explained  at  the  bottom  of  each 
page,  which  plan  seems  preferable  to  that  of  putting  them 
into  a  glossary  by  themselves.  The  flavor  of  a  fine  passage 
is  apt  to  evaporate  while  the  reader  is  looking  for  the  meaning 
of  a  word  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  or  perhaps  in  another 
book.  The  notes  have  been  made  witli  a  view  of  explain- 
ing every  thing  that  required  it,  and  in  as  few  wortis  as 
possible. 

Ample  use  has  been  made  of  the  labors  of  previous  edi- 
tors, though  a  considerable  number  of  the  notes  are  original. 
The  edition  by  Henry  James  Todd,  published  in  Ijondon 
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in  1805,  has  fiiniislicd  ilio  rnatorials  for  a  large  pari  of  Ujc 
aiiiiolalioiis.  This  is  what  is  |i*chnifally  called  a  variorum 
(•(liiioii,  conlaininj,'  a  n-priiU  of  all  ihc  lal*ors  of  the  previous 
editors,  Hutches,  Upton,  and  Church,  and  of  the  obser- 
vations of  Warton.  Tiie  merits  of  this  edition  are  not 
coiniuensurdlo  with  Spenser's  rank  in  English  literature. 
Then;  Is  a  great  de4il  of  learned  nihhish  in  it ;  much  trou- 
ble is  often  wasted  in  elucidating  what  is  plain,  and  really 
difTiciilt  points  are  frequently  passed  by  in  silence.* 

Tliis  edition,  it  may  be  remarked,  has  been  heretofore 
the  only  one  to  he  procured  with  notes  and  explanations 
of  the  text ;  and  the  price  of  this  has  put  it  quite  out  of 
the  reach  of  a  largo  majority  of  readers. 

In  the  perfonnance  of  his  task,  which  has  formed  tho 
agreeable  employment  of  such  leisure  hours  as  could  be 
snatched  from  an  engrossing  profession,  the  editor  has  felt 
a  painful  sense  of  his  own  incompetency,  and  claims  merit 
for  little  more  than  a  most  conscientious  desire  to  be  faithful 
to  his  tmst,  and  to  do  justice  to  his  author.  The  amount 
of  labor,  which  it  has  required,  is  much  more  considerable 
than  is  obvious  at  first  blush,  and  will  only  be  correctly 
estimated  by  such  as  have  themselves  undertaken  a  similar 
task.  His  work  has  been,  however,  a  labor  of  love,  and 
has  lirought  its  own  reward  ;  and  he  will  have  nothing  to 
regret  should  he  have  succeeded  in  awakening  and  grati- 
fying a  taste  for  the  poetry  of  Spenser  in  his  countiymen. 

"  For  an  estimnte  of  the  value  of  this  edition,  see  a  review  of  it,  writ- 
ten by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  the  thirteenth  number  of  tlie  Edinburgh 
Review,  for  October,  1805. 


CONTENTS 


VOL.    1 


Page 
An  Essay  on  the  Life  and  WniTiNns  of  Edmund  Spen- 
ser   vii 

Introductory  Observations  on  the  Faerie  Queene . .  xxxvii 

THE   FAERIE   QUEENE. 

A  Letter  of  tlie  Author's 5 

Verses  addressed  to  the  Author 11 

Verses  addressed  by  the  Autlior  to  several  Noblemen,  &c..  17 

BOOK    I. 

The  Legend  of  the  Knight  of  the  Red  Crosse,  or  of 

holinesse 29 

Canto  1 31 

Canto  II 51 

Canto  III G7 

Canto  IV 83 

Canto  V 101 

Canto  VI 121 

Canto  VII 139 

Canto  VIII I.-jO 

Canto  IX 177 

Canto  X 19() 

Canto  XI 221 

Canto  XII 211 


VI  CONTKNTS. 

HOOK     I  I. 

Plfe 

The  I.Kfji:M»  ok  Siii  (Iiydn,  «ik  <>»•  TF.Mi'ERAU.fcr '2r}7 

Cniito  I y»o 

Canto  II 283 

Ointolll 301 

Clint..  IV :}19 

Ciinto  V a'I7 

Canto  VI '{.V2 


AN    ESSAY 


LIFE     AND     WRITINGS 


EDMUND    SPENSER. 


Edmund  Spenser  was  bom  in  East  Smithfield,  London,  about 
Uie  year  1553.  In  what  situation  of  life  his  fatlier  was  does  not 
appear ;  but  he  was  probably  not  very  wealthy,  as  his  son  was, 
in  1509,  admitted  a  sizer  in  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge.  Spenser, 
however,  in  different  parts  of  his  works,  claims  kindred  with  the 
Spencers  of  Althorpe,  in  Northamptonshire  —  a  claim  which 
seems  to  have  been  allowed  by  that  ancient  family.  He  took 
his  bachelor's  degree  in  January,  1572-3,  and  that  of  master 
of  arts  in  1578.  At  Cambridge  he  became  acquainted  with 
Gabriel  Plarvey,  with  whom  he  maintained  a  close  intimacy 
during  the  rest  of  his  life.  Tlie  allegation  of  some  of  his 
biographers,  tliat  he  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  a  fellow- 
ship in  Pembroke  Hall,  is  now  considered  to  be  incon-ect  From 
Cambridge  it  is  supposed  he  went  to  reside  witli  some  relations 
in  the  north ;  but  whether  merely  as  a  visitor,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  some  situation,  is  not  known.  His  continuance  tliere, 
however,  was  not  of  long  duration;  thougli  long  enough,  it 
appears,  for  him  to  fall  in  love.  By  tlio  advice  of  liis  friend 
Harvey,  he  was  induced,  "  for  special  occasions  of  private  allhirs, 
and  for  his  more  preferment,"  as  liis  commentator  E.  K.  says,  to 
leave  his  residence  in  tlio  north,  and  come  to  London  —  an 
event  which  took  place,  it  is  supposed,  in  1578. 


VUI  <JN    TIIK    I. IKK     AM)    WUITINGS 

In  tlio  followinff  year,  ho  publiithod  hit  "  Shcphcanlu  Calender," 
a  scrioH  of  twelve  cclojruc«,  nj)jir(i|)rinteil  to,  or  ratJier  named 
after,  Uio  twelve  montJiH  of  tlie  yeur,  and  written  in  such 
antiquated  diction  tliat  it  wiut  tliouf^ht  necemnry,  even  at  tiiat 
time,  to  add  an  explanation  of  tlie  oliHoletc  words  at  tlie  end 
of  each  eclojjuo.  Thin  paHtoral  iH  not  confined  to  scenes 
of  rural  life,  to  «ketchcM  of  rustic  manners,  and  to  deHcriptiona 
of  tlio  beauties  or  peculiarities  of  natiinil  scenery  or  of  jwrticu- 
lar  seasons;  indeed,  U»ey  fonn  but  a  small  part  of  it  Instead 
:f  tliem,  Spenser  has  introduced  his  shepherds  discussing  tJ>o 
companitive  merits  of  tlio  Protestant  and  Romish  churches  — 
disquisitions  little  favorable  to  the  development  of  poetical  genius, 
and,  in  a  pastoral,  not  only  out  of  place,  but  absurd.  He  has 
also  made  tliis,  as  well  as  almost  every  otlier  of  his  productions, 
tlio  vehicle  of  pancg^'ric  on  his  sovereigri.  "The  Shepheards 
Calender,"  in  fact,  is  very  moral,  and,  for  the  most  part,  very 
dull ;  possessing  little  tJiat  is  tender  or  beautiful,  and  affording 
few  indications  of  tliat  excellence  which  tlie  autlior  aftenvards 
attained.  There  arc,  however,  some  passages  not  deficient  in 
accurate  and  forcible  description.  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  to  whom 
it  was  dedicated,  speaks  of  it  in  measured  terms  of  praise:  — 
" '  The  Shepheards  Calender,' "  says  he,  "  has  much  poetry  in 
the  Eclogues  indeed  worth  the  reading,  if  I  be  not  deceived." 
It  obtained  some  reputation  for  Uie  autlior:  Abraham  Fraunce, 
a  lawyer,  a  poet,  and  a  friend  of  Sidney,  drew  from  it  part 
of  his  illustrations  in  The  Logick  of  the  Law,  and  it  passed 
tlu-QUgh  five  editions  in  Spenser's  lifetime. 

Some  curiosity  has  been  excited  respecting  Spenser's  fiiend 
and  commentator,  E.  K.  That  he  was  not  tlie  poet  himself,  as 
has  been  lately  suggested,  we  are  bound  to  believe,  from  the 
high  strain  of  eulogium  in  which  he  indulges  when  speaking 
of  Spenser;  altJiough  tlie  latter  evidently  tlioiight  highly  of  his 
own  genius.  From  tlie  circumstance  of  tlie  name  of  Mrs.  Kerkc 
occurring  in  one  of  Spenser's  letters  to  Har^■ey,  in  which  R  K. 
is  mentioned  as  desiring  his  hearty  commendations  to  Har\ev, 
some  have  conjectured  tliat  his  name  was  Kerke.  This  friend, 
who  snys  he  "was  made  privy  to  his  counsel  and  secret  meaning 
in  tlicso  eclogues,"  informs  us  tJiat  "Rosalind  is  a  feigned  name, 
which   being  well  ordered,  will  bewray  the  very  name  of  hia 
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love  and  mistress,  whom  by  tliat  name  hi3  coloureth."  Not  being 
ourselves  privy  to  his  secret  meanmg,  and  E.  K.  not  having 
left  us  a  key  to  it,  we  are  constrained  to  leave  tliis  weighty 
matter  to  the  curious,  who  may  be  disposed  to  try  to  order  tlie 
name  rightly. 

It  appears,  from  the  Epistle  of  E.  K.  prefixed  to  "The  Shcp- 
heards  Calender,"  that  this  was  not  the  only  poetical  work  on 
which  the  pen  of  Spenser  had  then  been  employed :  he  expresses 
a  hope  that  tliis  publication  will  "occasion  him  to  put  forth 
other  excellent  works  of  his  which  sleep  in  silence;  such  as 
his  'Dreams,'  his  'Legends,'  his  'Court  of  Cupid,'  and  sundry 
others."  In  a  note  to  the  third  eclogue,  he  mentions  having 
seen  a  translation  of  "Moschns  his  Idyllion  of  Wandering 
Love;"  and,  in  the  Argument  to  tlie  tenth,  he  alludes  to  the 
author's  book  called  "The  English  Poet;"  "which  book,"  he 
says,  "being  lately  come  to  my  hands,  I  mind  also,  by  God's 
grace,  upon  further  advisement,  to  publish."  These  "Legends," 
and  "  The  Court  of  Cupid,"  were  probably  parts  of  "  The  Faerie 
Queeno;"  the  latter,  we  conceive,  was  what  is  now  called  "The 
Masque  of  Cupid,"  in  tliat  work. 

By  Harvey,  Spenser  was  introduced  to  Sir  Philip  (then  Mr.) 
Sidney,  by  whom  he  was  recommended  to  the  Earl  of  Leicester. 
His  biographers,  however,  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  precise 
occasion  and  period  of  this  event  Although  it  is  not  a  matter 
of  much  importance,  yet,  as  his  last  biographer  has  rejected, 
in  rather  decisive  terms,  two  of  tlie  assigned  occasions  of  this 
introduction,  and,  as  appears  to  us,  on  insufficient  grounds,  we 
will  for  a  moment  advert  to  it  Mr.  Todd,  in  alluding  to  a 
letter  addressed  by  Spenser  to  Ilarvey,  dated  16tli  Oct  1579, 
in  which  he  speaks  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney  as  a  person  with  whom 
he  was  acquainted,  adds,  that  it  "affects  tlie  credibility  of  his 
pretended  introduction  to  Sidney  on  account  of  his  presentation 
to  him  of  the  Ninth  Canto  of  tlie  First  Book  of  '  The  Faene 
Queene;'  for  it  shows  that  ho  was  known  to  Sidney  previous 
to  the  publication  of 'The  Shephcards  Calender' in  1579.  Tins 
incontrovertible  fact,"  he  subjoins,  "refutes  the  opinion  also 
of  a  very  elegant  writer  (Mr.  Ellin),  and  of  otlicrs  loss  known 
to  fame,  that  the  Dedication  of  'Tlie  Siiephcards  Calender' 
seems  to  have  procured   Spenser  his  first  introduction   to    Sir 
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I'liilip   Sidiicy."      Tliis   (loliirtioii,   mo   confidently    rmuie    by   Mr. 
'I'odd,  is  by  no  iiu'iiim  ho  cl(;ar  oh  bo  rfprcMonbi  it     'I'bo  k-Ucr 
do<?»  not  Hbow  Unit  SjM'iwor  knew  Sidney  before  Uic  publication 
of  "'I'lio  Sbe|>bcurdM   Calender."      What  it  doca  show,   i«,  that 
Speiwer  knew  Sir  I'lulip  Sidney  at  tlie  date  of  Uic  letter;  that 
iH,   tlio   latter   part   of   tliat    year    in    which    "The    Shcphcarda 
Calender"  wa«  piililiMhed.     But  Mr.  Todd  appears  to  have  over- 
looked tJio  circuinHtance  tliat  tiie   Kpisllo  of  II  K.,  prefixed  to 
Uii8  work,  bears  date  tlio  10th  of  April,  1.j7!>;   and,  aa  tliia  part 
of   a   i)ublication    is    uHualiy   written    Uio    last,   we    may   fairly 
assume  tliat  "The  Shcphearda   Calender"  was  published  in  the 
Hprinp  of  that  year,  in  tlie  autumn  of  which  this  letter  is   dated. 
To  this  evidence  of  tiic  inaccuracy  of   Mr.  Todd's   conclusion 
we   may   add,   tliat   Spenser,   in   tlie   letter   itself,  speaks  of  his 
having  been  "  minded  for  a  while  to  have  intermitted  the  uttering 
of  his  writinfjs;"   plainly  alluding  to  the  antecedent  publication 
of  "The   Shepheards    Calender,"  the    only    one  of  his    works 
which   had  then  been  printed.     However,  it  is  not  improbable 
tliat   he   did   know   Sidney   before  the  publication  of  it,  for  he 
resided,  at  tlie  time  of  his  writing  it,  in  Kent;  and  it  might  be, 
as  another  biographer  asserts,  at  PenshursL     The  only  evidence 
of  tliis  fact,  of  which  we  are  aware,  is,  tliat  E.  K-  intimates, 
in  his  "Gloss  to  tlie  Sixth  Eclogue,"  tliat  Spenser  was  then 
resident  in  Kent-      For  tlie  same  reason,  we  may  remark  that 
tliis  letter  docs  not  affect  tlie  credibility  of  Spenser's  pretended 
introduction  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney  on  account  of  his  presentation 
of  tJie  Ninth  Canto  of  tlie  First  Book  of  "The  Faerie  Queene." 
The   credibility   of  that    romantic    and   agreeable  anecdote,  in 
accordance,  as  it  is  in  some  measure,  witli  the  turn  of  Sir  Philip 
Sidney's  mind,  is  much  more  affected  by  its  own  internal  evidence 
of   improbability.      The    story    is,    tliat    Spenser    one    morning 
repaired  to  Leicester  House,  an  entire  stranger,  "  furnished  only 
with   a   modest   confidence,   and   the   Nintli   Canto  of  the   First 
Book  of  'The   Faerie  Queene,'"      Having  obtained  admission 
to  Sidney,  he  presented  his    poem  to  tliat  poet  and  lover  of 
poetrv',  who,  having  read   part  of  tlie  "Allegory  of   Despair," 
ordered  his  steward  to  give  the  person  who  presented  tJie  verses 
fifty  pounds ;    and,  proceeding  to  tlie  next  stanza,  he  raised  the 
gift  to  a  hundred ;  which,  on  reading  a  tliird  stanza,  he  doubled. 
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and  commanded  the  steward  to  give  it  him  immediately,  lest, 
advancing  his  reward  in  proportion  to  the  pleasure  he  received 
in  reading  the  poem,  he  should  give  him  more  than  he  had. 

From  the  before-mentioned  letter  of  the  16tli  Oct.  1579,  Spenser 
appears,  but  ratlier  from  complaisance  than  conviction,  to  have 
entered  into  the  absurd  scheme,  formed  by  Harvey  and  patronized 
by  Sidney,  of  introducing  the  use  of  quantity  into  English  verse. 
Speaking  of  Sidney  and  Su:  Edward  Dyer,  he  says,  they  have 
proclaimed  "  a  general  surceasing  and  silence  of  bald  rhymes,  and 
also  of  the  very  best  too ;  instead  whereof  they  have,  by  authority 
of  their  whole  senate,  prescribed  certain  laws  and  rules  of  quantity 
of  English  syllables  for  English  verse ;  having  had  already  thereof 
great  practice,  and  drawen  me  to  their  faction."  And  again: 
"  But  I  am  of  late  more  in  love  with  my  English  versifying  than 
with  rhyming;  which  I  should  liave  done  long  since  if  I  would 
then  have  followed  your  counsel."  To  this  letter  he  subjoins  a 
specimen,  which  by  no  means  makes  us  regret  that  he  did  not 
indulge  more  in  that  style  of  composition. 


lAMBICOM    TRIMETRUM. 

Unhappie  verse !  the  witnesse  of  my  unhappie  state, 
Make  thy  selfe  fluitring  winge  of  thy  fast  tty'mg 
Thouglit,  aiid  fly  forth  unto  my  love  whersoever  she  be : 

^Vhcthcr  lying  reastlesse  in  heavy  bodde,  or  else 
Sitting  so  chcerelesse  at  the  chcorefuli  boorde,  or  else 
Playing  alone  carclcsse  on  liir  iicavcnlie  virginals. 

If  in  bed ;  tell  hir  that  my  eyes  can  take  no  reste : 

If  at  boorde  J  tell  hir  tiiat  my  mouth  can  cale  no  meate : 

If  at  hir  virginals ;  tell  her  I  can  beare  no  niirtli. 

Asked  why  ?     Waking  love  sufferctli  no  sleepe  : 

Say  that  raging  love  dotii  appall  tlic  wcake  stomacke  : 

Say  that  lamenting  love  marrcdi  the  musicall. 

Tell  hir  that  hor  pleasures  were  wontc  to  lull  me  aslccpc  ; 
Tell  hir  that  hir  beauty  was  wonte  to  fee<le  mine  eyes  : 
Tell  hir  that  her  sweete  tongue  was  wontc  to  make  me  mirth. 
VOL.    I.  B 
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Now  doc  I  n'l^Oy  wil«I«,  wanting  my  kimllic  mte : 
Now  r|<(0  I  (Inyly  ulnrvc,  waniiii((  my  daily  roo<le : 
Now  doc  I  oJway*  <lyc,  wiuitiiig  my  limcly  mirth. 

And  if  I  wnnlr,  who  will  licwailo  my  heavy  rhanro  T 
And  if  I  ilarvc,  who  will  record  my  cuncd  end  T 
And  if  1  dye,  who  will  »ayc,  Thi»  wa»  ImmcritoT 

Spcnsor  did  not  appnrontly  pursue  Uiia  unprofitable  study,  but 
(lovotf.'d  liiiiunclf  wiUi  groat  oijrtiduity  to  tlic  cultivation  of  "English 
undelilod."  It  appears,  abo,  from  tJiia  letter,  tliat  Spenser  was 
then  about  to  bo  sent  on  some  mission  to  France  by  the  Earl  of 
hoicestcr;  but  which  it  docs  not  seem  was  ever  carried  into  effect, 
fur  he  was  in  London  in  tJic  following  April.  IIar\'ey,  in  a  letter 
dated  7lh  April,  1580,  mentions  several  productions  of  our  author, 
III  aiMition  to  tliose  already  referred  to,  —  his  Dying  Pellicane,  and 
his  Dreams,  his  nine  English  Comedies,  and  Stemmata  Dudlocana. 
Spenser  had,  in  a  letter  dated  lOtJi  April,  which  seems  to  have 
crossed  tliis  on  the  road,  desired  Harvey  to  return  "The  Faerie 
Ciueene,"  witli  his  long-expected  judgment  on  it  Har\'ey  anti- 
cipates tliis  request,  and  returns  it  witJi  his  last-mentioned  letter, 
wliich  contiiins  tJie  following  criticism:  —  "In  good  faitli,  1  had 
once  againe  nigh  forgotten  your  Faerie  Queene :  howbeit,  by  good 
chance,  I  have  now  sent  hir  home  at  the  laste,  neither  in  better  nor 
worse  case  tlian  I  founde  hir.  And  must  you,  of  necessitie,  have 
my  judgement  of  her  indecde  ?  To  be  plaine :  I  am  voyde  of  all 
judgement,  if  your  nine  Comadies,  whereunto,  in  imitation  of 
Herodotus,  you  give  the  names  of  tlie  Nine  Muses,  (and  in  one 
mans  fansie  not  unworthily,)  come  not  nearer  Ariostoes  Comocdies, 
eytlicr  for  tlie  finenesse  of  plausible  eloqution,  or  the  rarencsse  of 
poetical  invention,  titan  that  Elvish  Queene  doth  to  his  Orlando 
Furioso.  Which,  notwithstanding,  you  will  needes  seeme  to  em- 
'ilate,  and  hope  to  overgo,  as  you  flatly  professed  yourself  in  one 
of  your  last  letters.  Besides  tliat,  you  know  it  hath  bene  tlie  usual 
practise  of  tlie  most  exquisite  and  odde  wittes  in  all  nations,  and 
especially  in  Italie,  rather  to  shewe  and  advaunce  themselves  that 
way  than  any  other;  as  namely,  tliose  tliree  dyscoursing  heads, 
IJibionn,  Macheavel,  and  Aretine,  did,  (to  let  Bembo  and  Ariosto 
pisso,)  witli  tlie  ^eat  admiration  and  wonderment  of  tlie  whole 
countrey ;  being  indeede  reputed  matchable  in  all  points,  both  for 
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conceyt  of  witte,  and  eloquent  decyphering  of  matters,  eitlier 
with  Aristophanes  and  Menander  in  Greek,  or  with  Plautus  and 
Terence  in  Latin,  or  with  any  other  in  any  otlier  tong.  But  I  will 
not  stand  greatly  witli  you  in  your  owne  matters.  If  so  be  the 
Faery  Queene  be  fairer  in  your  eie  than  the  Nine  Muses,  and  Hob- 
goblin runne  away  with  the  garland  from  Apollo ;  marke  what  1 
saye :  and  yet  I  will  not  say  tliat  [which]  I  tliought ;  but  there  is 
an  end  for  this  once,  and  fare  you  well,  till  God,  or  some  good 
Aungele,  putte  you  in  a  better  mind." 

From  Harvey  much  critical  discrimination  could  not  be  expected. 
He  possessed  neither  fineness  of  perception  nor  quickness  of 
intellect.  He  seems,  however,  to  have  been  as  firm  a  friend,  as  he 
showed  himself,  in  his  literary  conflicts  with  Green  and  Nash,  to 
be  a  good  hater. 

Spenser,  in  the  last  letter,  also  mentions  the  "Epitlialamion 
Thamesis  "  as  a  book  he  was  about  to  set  foiUi ;  "  which  book,"  he 
adds,  "  I  dare  undertalje  will  be  very  profitable  for  tlie  knowledge, 
and  rare  for  the  invention  and  manner  of  handling." 

This  was  afterwards  introduced  into  "The  Faerie  Qucene;"  but 
we  doubt  very  much  whether  any  reader  will  concur  in  the 
author's  opinion  of  its  merits. 

In  tlie  summer  of  1580,  Spenser  went  \a  Ireland  as  secretary  to 
Lord  Grey,  on  his  being  appointed  lord  lieutenant;  and  on  that 
nobleman  being  recalled  in  1582,  the  poet  returned  witli  him  to 
England.  Spenser,  in  June,  158U,  received  a  grant  of  3028  acres 
of  the  forfeited  lands  of  the  Earl  of  Desmond,  as  a  reward  for  his 
services ;  and,  in  compliance  with  one  of  the  conditions  annexed 
to  that  grant,  he  returned  to  Ireland  for  tlie  purpose  of  cultivating 
the  land  assigned  to  him.  The  castle  of  Kilcohnan,  in  tlie  county 
of  Cork,  was  his  residence ;  and  the  River  JVIulla,  which  lie 
frequently  mentions  in  his  poems,  flowed  through  his  grounds. 
1  lere  he  was  visited  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  tlie  Shepherd  of  tlio 
Ocean,  as  he  terms  him,  with  whom  he  had  become  acquainted 
during  his  former  residence  in  Ireland,  and  who,  it  appears  from 
"Colin  Clouts  come  Home  agaiiie,"  persuaded  the  poet  to  ac- 
company him  to  England.  By  Raleigh  he  was  presented  to 
Queen  Elizabetli  —  an  event  which  he  celebrates  in  his  last- 
mentioned  poem. 

In  15U0,  Spenser  published  tlio  tliree  first  books  of  "Tlie  Faerie 
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Qiioeiif,"  wliicli,  wo  collect  fruin  Ujc  Sonnets  prefixed  to  it,  had 
been  coiii{)let<.*d  in  Ireland: 

"  Kii'lc  rymv*,  llic  wln'h  a  ruatick  .Mum:  <1ii1  weave 
In  (svailge  myle."  Honntt  lo  I^rd  (irry. 

In  Febniary,  151)0-1,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  him  a  pension  o! 
fifty  pounds  a  yenr;  froiii  which  circuriwtance  he  has  Bomcliineu 
been  t'-rmcd  poet  laureate,  ulUiou;;h  he  was  never  fonnally  in- 
vested witJi  iJi.it  title. 

The  favorable  reception  of  "  The  I'acrie  Qucene  "  induced  Uie 
publisher  to  collect  "  such  small  Poems  of  the  same  Autlior  as  he 
heard  were  dispersed  abroad  in  sundry  hands,  and  not  easy  to  be 
come  by,  by  himself,"  and  to  publish  tJicm  in  tlie  following  year. 
These  pieces   were,  The  Ruines  of  Time ;  The  Tcarcs  of  the 
Muses;  Virgil's  Gnat;  Prosopopoia,  or  Mother   Ilubbcrds   Tale; 
The  Ruines  of  Rome,  by  Bellay ;  Muiopotmos,  or  the  Tale  of  the 
Butterflie;  Visions  of  the  World's  Vanitie;  Bellay's  Visions,  and 
Petrarch's    Visions.       The  publisher  also  mentions  some  otlicr 
works  of  tlie  author,  which  he   meant  to  publish  as  soon  as  he 
could  procure  them,  viz.     Ecclesiastes,  and  Canticum  Canticonim 
translated;  A  Sennights  Slumber;  The  Hell  of  Lovers ;  his  Pur- 
gatory: The  Dying  Pellicane;  The  Hours  of  tlie    Lord;  The 
Sacrifice  of  a  Sirmer,  and  the  Seven  Psalms,    There  is  some 
reason  to  suppose  from  this  Address  Uiat  Spenser  returned  to 
Ireland  after  tJie  publication  of  "The  Faerie  Queene;"  but  if  he 
did,  his  stay  was  very  brief,  for,  from  tlie  dedication  to  "Uaph- 
naida,"  we  find  that  he  was  in  London  on  the   1st  of  January, 
1591-2.    The  second-mentioned  pieces  were  never  published-    Of 
the  fomier,  "  The  Ruines  of  Time  "  is,  to  adopt  the  language  of  Dr. 
Aikin,  "  a  fine  idea  inadequately  executed."     The  subject  is  a  grand 
one,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  sliould  have  been  spoiled,  by 
being  merely  made   subservient  to  tlie  celebration  of  a  private 
family.    "  The  Teares  of  the  Muses  "  consist  of  reiterated  lamen- 
tations on  the   decay  of  learning,  written  in  polished  and  well- 
modulated  stanzas,  but  unvaried  in  sentiment  and  untrue  in  fact 
"Mother  Hubberds  Tale"  was,  as  he  informs  us  in  the  dedication, 
"long  siUience  composed  in  the  raw  conceit  of  my  youllv'     Raw 
conceit  it  was  not;  but  we  may  rather  say  of  it,  "the  fruits  of  age 
grew  ripe  in  his  first  prime."    "  Simple,"  he  adds,  "  b  the  device, 
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and  the  composition  mean,  yet  carrieth  some  delight,  even  the 
rather  because  of  the  simplicity  and  meanness  thus  personated." 
This  is  in  some  measure  a  true,  as  it  is  a  very  modest  character  of 
this  production,  which  is  in  fact  one  the  most  pleasing  of  Spenser's 
minor  pieces.  It  is  one  of  the  most  felicitous  specimens  of  fable 
—  a  happy  combination  of  simplicity  and  strength,  lively,  arch,  and 
satirical.  It  is,  more  than  any  other  of  his  writings,  distinguished 
by  precision  and  pregnancy  of  expression,  and  contains  many  lines 
of  great  power ;  tlie  most  striking  example  of  which  is  tlie  well- 
known  description  of  tlie  miseries  of  a  suitor  at  court.  "  Muiopot- 
mos,  or  the  Fate  of  the  Butterflie,"  is  also  a  very  agreeable  and 
poetical  fable ;  light,  and  airy,  and  beautiful,  as  its  subject.  It  is 
not  so  much  labored  as  some  pieces  of  tliis  poet,  is  quite  long 
enough  witliout  appearing  tedious,  and  is,  in  short,  a  very  elegant 
little  poem. 

"Daplmaida,"  which  was  also  published  tliis  year,  is  a  long 
string  of  lugubrious  complaints,  and  exaggerated  and  unnatural 
sentiments,  in  which  the  reader  has  no  sympathy,  on  the  death  of 
Douglas  Howard,  daughter  of  Henry  Lord  Howard,  and  tlie  wife 
of  Artliur  Gorges,  Esquire.  This  lady  is  first  lamented  under  tlie 
figure  of  a  white  lioness,  (the  white  lion  being  one  of  tiie  sup- 
porters on  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  Howard  family,)  and  then 
under  that  of  a  sJiepherdess,  by  Alcyon,  her  Jiusband. 

In  1595,  our  poet  published  his  "Colin  Clouts  come  Home 
againe,"  wliich  contains  an  account  of  the  Shepherd  of  the  Ocean, 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  finding  him  one  day 

"Under  llic  foote  of  3Iole,  lliat  mounlainc  hore, 
Keeping  his  shecpe  amonj^st  tlie  cooly  shade 
Of  llie  grecne  aklcrs  by  the  Mullac's  shore," 

and  persuading  him  to  accompany  Iiim  to  England ;  of  liis  intro- 
duction to  the  queen ;  and  a  description  of  various  persons  about 
the  court,  under  feigned  names,  which  Mr.  Todd,  in  liis  Life  of 
Spenser,  lias  taken  great  pains  to  assign  to  tlio  proper  owners. 
Daniel  and  Dr.  Alabaster,  liowevcr,  appear  in  their  own  names. 
This  poem  is  only  interesting  on  account  of  its  reference  to  tlio 
poet's  contemporaries. 
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In  tlio  snino  ycnr  npiK-arod  "  AMtro[)hol,  a  piuitomn  Klojfic  upon 
thr-  (Icatli  of  tiio  nioHt  iiobln  uml  valoroun  kni(,'lit.  Sir  I'hilip 
Sidiu'y ;"  a  HcrifH  of  [)orin«  wliicli  piirtako  more  of  clultoratc  con- 
ceit thfin  of  c'mr)lion.  Thf-y  jKiHMcrHH  no  intcrwity  of  fi.-flinp,  and 
wlicn  wc  do  iiipct  wiUi  an  oociwionnl  (,'lim[we  of  it,  it  i«  in«tnntly 
inlcmii)tt;d  by  Homo  play  upon  wordw,  or  some  explanatory  jmrcn- 
UicniH,  wliicli  appcab  to  tlic  undorMtnndinp,  and  not  to  tJie  heart- 
One  of  tlioHC  pieces  is  written  in  iambic  lines  of  Uiree  feet,  witiioul 
rhyino,  and  posseH.ses  ronsidfrablc  melody. 

Ili.H  "  Amoretti,  or  SonnetV'  wliicli  were  published  in  loDo,  wcro 
prolmbly  written  in  \'>'J2  and  l.V.KJ:  in  one  of  tliem  (tlie  <50th)  he 
Btnlfs  tliat  he  had  attained  forty  years  of  age.  These  Sonnets, 
wliirli  are  supposed  to  have  been  addressed  to  the  lady  whom  he 
aflenvards  married,  arc  cold,  unimpassioned  productions,  abounding 
witli  conceits  and  verbal  quibbles.  The  "  Kpithalamion,"  which 
succeeds  them,  is  in  a  much  more  impassioned  strain,  containing 
an  eloquent  and  poetical  expression  of  feeling ;  but  it  is,  like  most 
of  Spenser's  minor  pieces,  extended  to  an  injudicious  length.  The 
event  which  this  poem  celebrates  occurred,  it  is  conjectured,  in 
l.')94.  In  15!H)  appeared  his"Fowre  I lymnes,"  dedicated  to  the 
Countesses  of  Wanvick  and  Cumberland.  "  Having,"  says  Spenser 
in  the  dedication,  "  in  tlie  greener  times  of  my  youth,  composed 
these  former  two  Hymnes  in  the  praise  of  love  and  beautie,  and 
finding  tliat  the  same  too  much  pleased  those  of  like  age  and 
disposition,  which,  being  too  vehemently  carried  with  that  kind  of 
afTection,  do  ratlier  sucke  out  poyson  to  tlieir  strong  passion,  then 
honey  to  tlieir  honest  delight,  I  was  moved,  by  the  one  of  you  two 
most  excellent  Ladies,  to  call  in  the  same ;  but,  being  unable  so  to 
do,  by  reason  tliat  many  copies  thereof  were  fonnerly  scattered 
abroad,  I  resolved  at  least  to  amend,  and,  by  way  of  retraction,  to 
refomie  tliem,  making  (instead  of  tliose  two  Hymnes  of  earthly  or 
naturall  love  and  beautie)  two  otliers  of  heavenly  and  celestiall." 
There  was,  we  conceive,  more  of  compliment  to  the  opinion  of  the 
ladies  in  tliese  expressions,  tlian  of  real  feeling  of  danger  or 
impropriety  in  the  poems.  This  year  also  produced  his  «  Protha- 
lainion,  or  a  Spousall  Verse,"  a  short  poem  in  honor  of  the  double 
marriage  of  Lady  Elizabeth  and  Lady  Catherine  Somerset,  under 
tlie  type  of  two  swans. 
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"  So  purely  while  they  were, 
That  even  the  gentle  stream,  the  which  them  oare, 
Seem'd  foule  to  them,  and  bad  his  billowes  spare 
To  wet  their  silken  feathers." 

The  same  year  was  distinguished  by  the  appearance  of  the 
second  part  of  "  The  Faerie  Queene,"  consisting  of  three  more 
books.  Of  the  remaining  six  books,  only  two  imperfect  cantoes 
«  Of  Mutabilitie  "  have  been  published.  Indeed,  considerable  dif- 
ference of  opinion  has  existed  amongst  the  biographers  and  critics 
of  Spenser,  whether  the  latter  part  of  "  The  Faerie  Queene  "  was 
ever  written.  That  the  poet  completed  it  rests  chiefly  on  the 
authority  of  Sir  James  Ware,  who,  in  his  Preface  to  Spenser's 
"View  of  the  State  of  Ireland,"  published  in  1633,  asserts  that 
he  finished  the  latter  part  in  Ireland;  "which  was  soon  after 
unfortunately  lost,  by  the  disorder  and  abuse  of  his  servants  whom 
he  had  sent  before  him  into  England."  Against  this  assertion 
may  be  adduced  the  testimony  of  William  Browne,  who,  in  his 
"  Brittania's  Pastorals,"  published  IGIG,  tlius  speaks  of  Spenser :  — 

"  He  sung  th'  heroicke  knights  of  faiery  land. 
In  lines  so  elegant,  of  such  command. 
That  had  the  Thracian  plaid  but  halfe  so  well, 
He  had  not  left  Eurydicc  in  hell. 
But,  eVe  he  ended  his  melodious  song, 
An  host  of  Angels  flew  the  clouds  among, 
And  rapt  this  swan  from  his  attentive  mates, 
To  make  him  one  of  their  associates 
In  hcavn's  fair  quire ;  where  now  he  sings  the  praise 
Of  Ilini  that  is  the  first  and  last  of  dales." 

That  he  did  lose  some  papers  in  the  Irish  disturbances  is 
apparent  from  the  title  of  an  epigram  in  Sir  John  Stradling's 
Epigrammalum  lihi-i  quatuor,  published  in  IGOG,  addressed  "  Ad 
Edm.  Spencer,  eximium  poctam,  de  exemplaribus  suis  quibusdam 
manuscriptis,  ab  Hibernicis  ex  legibus  ignc  crcmatis,  iu  Ilibcr- 
nica  defcctione." 

This  is  quoted  by  Mr.  Todd,  but  proves  notliing  with  respect  to 
the  present  question.  Browne's  autliority  is  probably  as  good  as 
any;  and  as  two  cantoes,  and  two  only,  have  been  discovered,  wo 
are  disposed  to  tliink  that  Spenser  never  completed  the  remainder 
of  "  The  Faerie  Queene." 
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Sj)onHor  finixlu'd  in  1.')!h;  IiJh  "  Virw  of  iho  HUto  of  Irrjland,"  u 
ni)|M>ar«  by  Uio  concurrent  dntcfi  of  four  olrl  tnaniuicriptji  of  that 
coni]M>Nilion.  This  diHconrxc  ia  written  in  tlic  fonn  of  a  dialogue 
betwcon  Ircnffiiis  (Sponncr)  and  Kudoxtid,  and  containn  many  Bcn- 
nibln  olmcrvritiona  on  t)in  Hitimtion  of  tJiat  llirn  and  iitill  unfortu- 
iiiitf?  country.  Tlio  object  of  tlie  vrf»rk  in  to  hIiow  tJio  cvilu  "  meet 
hurtful  to  tJio  coiunion-woal  of  tliat  land,"  and  to  point  out  reme- 
dies for  tJienu  In  tJic  coiirHC  of  his  invcMti^rntionM,  Sp*-n«cr  enters 
at  some  lengtii  into  tlic  early  history  and  antiquities  of  the  IriBb : 
lio  di.Hpliiya  a  piK)d  deal  of  penetration  in  dotocting  tiie  sources 
(if  tiiosc  evils  which  required  redress,  but  does  not  exhibit  any 
comprehensive  views  for  tlie  advancement  of  tlie  people,  or  the 
improvement  of  Uie  system  of  government  The  general  tendency 
of  his  observations  is  to  reduce  the  natives  to  complete  subjection. 

Amongst  otlier  remedies  Spenser  proposes  to  abolish  the  use  of 
mantles,  which  were  commonly  worn  by  the  people,  and  of  long 
plibbs,  "which  is,"  he  remarks,  "a  tliick  curled  bush  of  hair, 
hanging  down  over  their  eyes,  and  monstrously  disguismg  them." 
As  his  reasons  for  prohibiting  tlie  use  of  tlie  mantle  are  rather 
singular,  and,  besides,  present  a  curious  picture  of  the  wTetched 
state  of  Uic  Irish  peasantr}',  we  shall  quote  them. 

"  Because  tJie  commodity  doth  not  countervail  tlio  discom- 
modity; for  tlie  inconveniences  which  thereby  do  arise,  are 
much  more  many ;  for  it  is  a  fit  house  for  an  outlaw,  a  meet  bed 
for  a  rebel,  and  an  apt  cloak  for  a  thief.  First,  tlie  outlaw  being 
for  his  many  crimes  and  villainies  banished  from  the  towns  and 
houses  of  honest  men,  and  wandering  in  waste  places,  far  from 
danger  of  law,  maketli  his  mantle  his  house,  and  under  it  covereth 
himself  from  the  wrath  of  heaven,  from  the  offence  of  earth,  and 
from  tlie  sight  of  men.  When  it  mincth  it  is  his  pent-house; 
when  it  bloweth  it  is  his  tent;  when  it  freezeth  it  is  his  tabernacle. 
In  summer  he  can  wear  it  loose ;  in  winter  he  can  wrap  it  close ; 
at  all  times  he  can  use  it;  never  heavy,  never  cumbersome. 
Likewise  for  a  rebel  it  is  as  ser\"iceable ;  for  in  his  war  that  he 
niaketh  (if  at  least  it  deser\-e  the  name  of  war)  when  he  still  flieth 
from  his  foe  and  lurketh  in  the  tliick  woods  and  straight  passages, 
waiting  for  advantages,  it  is  his  bed,  yea,  and  almost  his  household 
stuff.  For  the  wood  is  his  house  against  all  weathers,  and  his 
mantle  is  his  couch  to  sleep  in.     Therein  he  wrappeth  himself 
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round,  and  coucheth  himself  strongly  against  the  gnats,  which  in 
that  country  do  more  armoy  the  naked  rebels  whilst  they  keep  the 
woods,  and  do  more  sharply  wound  them,  than  all  their  enemies' 
swords  or  spears,  which  can  seldom  come  nigh  them.  Yea,  and 
oftentimes  their  mantle  serveth  them  when  they  are  near  driven, 
being  wrapped  about  their  left  arm  instead  of  a  target ;  for  it  is 
hard  to  cut  through  witli  a  sword ;  besides  it  is  light  to  bear,  light 
to  throw  away,  and,  being  (as  tliey  commonly  are)  naked,  it  is  to 
them  all  in  all.  Lastly,  for  a  thief  it  is  so  handsome,  as  it  may 
seem  it  was  first  invented  for  him ;  for  under  it  he  may  cleanly 
convey  any  fit  pillage  that  cometh  handsomely  in  his  way ;  and 
when  he  gocth  abroad  in  the  night  in  freebooting,  it  is  his  best 
tmd  surest  friend ;  for  lying,  as  they  often  do,  two  or  three  nights 
together  abroad  to  watch  for  their  booty,  with  tliat  tliey  can  pret- 
tily shroud  themselves  under  a  bush  or  a  bank  side,  till  they  may 
conveniently  do  their  errand:  and  when  all  is  over  he  can,  in  his 
mantle,  pass  through  any  town  or  company,  being  closely  hooded 
over  his  head,  as  he  useth,  from  knowledge  of  any  to  whom  he  is 
endangered.  Besides  this,  he  or  any  man  else  that  is  disposed  to 
mischief  or  villainy,  may  under  his  mantle  go  privily  armed,  with- 
out suspicion  of  any ;  carry  his  head-piece,  his  skean,  or  pistol  if 
he  please,  to  be  always  in  readiness."  Besides  tliese  extremely 
cogent  reasons,  he  finds  others  arising  from  tlie  abuse  of  this 
denounced  garment  by  tlie  female  sex. 

Spenser  was  at  tliis  time  (1596)  clerk  of  the  council  of  tlie 
province  of  Munster.  Two  years  afterwards,  tlie  rebellion  of 
Tyrone  drove  hun  and  his  family  from  Kilcolman.  In  tlie  con- 
fusion of  night,  one  of  tlie  poet's  children  was  unfortunately  left 
behind,  and  perished  in  the  house,  which  was  burnt  by  tlie  rebels. 
He  arrived  in  England,  harassed  by  these  misfortunes,  and  died  in 
London  on  the  KJtIi  January,  1598-9,  at  the  age  of  forty-five. 
He  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  near  his  poetical  father 
Chaucer,  at  tlic  expense  of  the  Earl  of  Essex;  and  "liis  hearse 
was  attended  by  poets;  and  mournful  elegies  and  poems,  wiUi  tlie 
pens  that  wrote  them,  Avcre  thrown  into  his  tomb."  He  loft  a  wife 
and  two  sons,  Silvanus  and  Peregrine.  Spenser  has  been  repre- 
sented by  several  autliors  to  have  died  poor,  and  amongst  others 
by  Camden,  his  contemporary.  Warton  has  exaggerated  his 
poverty  into  somctliing  like  starvation,  and  has  also  committed  an 
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error  in  Uic  placo  of  h'w  dcaUi,  which  ho  rcprcscntii  to  have  taken 
plaro  in  Dulfliii.  That  ho  JumI  jMwr  i»  ver)'  probable,  from  tJic 
loHscH  he  HUHLiiiuMl  in  Inlaml ;  but  lliore  in  no  (ground  for  8uj>- 
pusiiijf  that  he  iHed  in  tlie  ubject  jjovcrty  wliich  Warton  and 
HC'venil  oUiem  have  rcpreHentcd:  indeed,  htii  jHrrwion  would  be 
Huf1ici(>nt  to  prevent  so  deplorable  a  calamity.  Some  yearn  after 
hJH  d<ralh,  a  nioniimont  woa  erected  to  hi«  memory  by  Ann 
CountcHH  of  DorHC't,  in  Uio  inscription  on  which  tJie  dates  both 
of  liirt  l)irth  and  duutii  were  iiiaccunitc;  but  tJicy  have  since  been 
corr<>ctftl. 

It  has  been  currently  believed  tljat  tJie  Lord  Treasurer  Burleigh 
bore  an  unfriendly  diajKjsition  to  tlie  poet,  and  tliat  he  on  one 
occasion  obstructed  tlie  queen's  bounty  to  him-  In  order  to 
account  for  tliia  feeling,  tlie  following  ncr\ous  lines  in  "Motlier 
Ilubberds  Tale,"  on  tlio  miseries  of  a  suitor  at  court,  have, 
togetlior  witli  some  other  portions  of  Uie  same  composition,  been 
construed  into  a  reflection  on  Uiat  nobleman:  — 

"  Full  liulc  knowcsi  thou,  ihat  hast  not  Iridc, 
What  hell  it  is,  in  suing  ion-j  to  bide  : 
To  loose  good  daycs,  that  migtit  be  belter  spent ; 
To  wast  long  nights  in  pensive  discontent ; 
To  spce<l  to  day,  to  be  put  back  to  morrow ; 
To  feetl  on  hojK!,  to  pine  with  feare  and  sorrow ; 
To  have  thy  Princes  grace,  yet  want  her  Pecres  j 
To  have  thy  asking,  yet  waite  manie  yeercs ; 
To  fret  thy  soule  with  crosses  and  with  cares ; 
To  eate  thy  heart  through  comforilesse  dispaires ; 
To  fawne,  to  crowchc,  to  waite,  to  ride,  to  ronne, 
To  spend,  to  give,  to  want,  to  be  undonne." 

That  tJiis  forcible  description  is  derived  from  the  poet's  personal 
experience  of  tlie  miseries  he  describes,  can  hardly  be  doubted ; 
and  Burleigh  is  probably  the  peer  to  whom  an  allusion  is  made. 
That  Sponsor  had  given  offence  to  some  person  of  consequence, 
is  manifest  from  various  parts  of  his  works.  In  the  dedication  to 
"  Colin  Clouts  come  Home  againe,"  he  alludes  to  "  the  malice  of 
evil  moutlis,  which  are  always  wide  open  to  carp  at  and  miscon- 
strue my  simple  meaning."  Although  he  did  not  think  it  prudent 
to  omit  Lord  Burleigh  in  the  list  of  those  whom,  on  the  publication 
of  the  first  part  of  "The  Faerie  Queene,"  he  thought  it  e.xpedient 
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to  feed  "on  soft  sonnet,"  he  addresses  liim  in  a  manner  which 
betrays  his  doubts  of  propitiating  him.  In  the  following  stanza, 
from  the  poem  on  the  Ruines  of  Time,  he  apparently  points  at  the 
Lord  Treasurer :  — 

"  For  he,  tliat  now  welds  all  tilings  at  his  will, 
Scorns  th'  one  and  tli'  other  in  his  deeper  skill. 

O  griefe  of  griefes !     O  gall  of  all  good  heartes  ! 
To  see  that  vertue  should  dispised  bee 
Of  him,  that  first  was  raisde  for  vertuous  parts. 
And  now,  broad  spreading  like  an  ciged  tree. 
Lets  none  shoot  up  that  nigh  him  planted  bee : 
O  let  the  man,  of  whom  the  Muse  is  scorned, 
Alive  nor  dead  be  of  the  Muse  adorned  !  " 

And  at  the  conclusion  of  tlie  Sixth  Book  of  "  The  Faerie  Queene," 
he  complains  of  the  misconstruction  of  his  "  former  writs,"  which 
had  brought  him  "into  a  mighty  Peeres  displeasure."  An  addi- 
tional and  more  probable  cause  of  Burleigh's  neglect  of  or  hostility 
to  Spenser,  if  either  the  one  or  the  other  really  existed,  may  be 
found  in  tlie  poet's  attachment  to  the  eminent  individuals  of  an 
opposite  party. 

In  taking  a  brief  view  of  tlie  literary  labors  of  Spenser,  we 
have  deferred  the  consideration  of  his  most  important  work,  "  The 
Faerie  Queene,"  until  the  last  This  production  being  an  un- 
finished poem,  it  would  have  been  unfair  to  have  criticised  the 
plan  of  it,  if  Sponsor  had  not  himself  informed  us  what  was  his 
real  design.  But,  as  he  has  done  so,  we  are  entitled  to  examine 
the  degree  of  invention  and  judgment  exercised  in  the  construc- 
tion of  it;  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  impossible,  witliout  such  an 
investigation,  to  estimate,  with  correctness,  the  excellence  of  tlie 
poem,  or  the  genius  of  the  author.  Various  opinions  Iiave  been 
expressed  by  various  critics  on  this  subject  One  has  commended 
the  plan,  as  not  only  unexceptionable,  but  as  absolutely  the  very 
best  that  could  have  been  adopted ;  anotlier  has  pronounced  it 
highly  defective;  and  others  have  taken  a  middle  course,  and 
found  in  it  sometliing  to  blame  and  something  to  commend.  In- 
deed, it  has  actually  been  praised  and  blamed  for  tlic  same  iden- 
tical tiling.  We  have  endeavored  to  fonn  a  fair  and  iuipartial 
judguicnt  of  it,  and  shall  express  our  oi)inion  witliout  bias  from 
any  preceding  criticism. 
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In  (i)iiii(ling  luH  iK)C'iM  on  tlic  inanncni  and  ciwtnms  of  chivalry, 
Sponsor  conMultod  tlio  twlo  of  liijt  fi(,'«> ;  f)r  tho  pfniuji  of  timt 
singular  iiiMtitulion  had  not  Uicn  takon  fli^jht,  but  hovcrod  over 
the  land  liko  Uic  (roniuB  of  an  Arabian  story,  half  enveloped  in 
cloudn,  and  rendered  more  fjipantic  and  irnpoHinff  from  itH  partial 
obscurity.  Of  tJiia  flcctinfj  form  Sponsor  has  drawn  a  lasting 
picturo,  wliicli  he  Jios  adorned  wilJi  iJic  richest  hues  of  an  un- 
oquall(?(l  fancy. 

"  N<>  <laiiitio  flowrc  or  lirrix:  llial  growc*  on  grown<l, 
No  arborrU  wllh  paiiitoil  l>l<>'J!toinc»  tlrcsl 
And  smelling  swcclc,  Iml  iIktc  it  might  be  fownil 

To  liuil  out  fairc,  and  her  swecic  smcls  ihrowe  al  arowii<l." 

H.  II.,  c.  VI.,  s.  XII. 

In  tJic  letter  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigli,  he  informs  us,  "tliat  the 
general  end  of  all  the  books  is  to  fashion  a  ffontleman  or  noble 
person  in  vertuous  and  gentle  discipline."  This  was  a  noble 
design;  but  whether,  at  this  period,  an  uninterrupted  series  of 
knightly  adventures  was  calculated  to  effect  it,  may  be  disputed. 
The  poet  tlnis  proceeds  in  tlie  explanation  of  his  plan :  —  "  Which, 
for  that  I  conceived  should  be  most  plausible  and  pleasing,  being 
coloured  with  an  historical  fiction,  the  which  tlie  most  part  of  men 
delight  to  read  rather  for  variety  of  matter  tlian  for  profit  of  the 
ensamplc,  I  chose  the  history  of  King  Artliur  as  most  fit  for  the 
excellency  of  his  person,  being  made  famous  by  many  men's 
former  works,  and  also  furthest  from  tlie  danger  of  en\y  and  sus- 
picion of  present  time."  —  "I  labour,"  he  adds,  "to  pourtray  in 
Arthur,  before  he  was  king,  the  image  of  a  brave  knight,  perfected 
in  tlie  twelve  private  moral  virtues  as  Aristotle  hath  devised,  the 
which  is  the  purpose  of  these  twelve  books ;  which,  if  I  find  to  be 
well  accepted,  I  may  be  perhaps  encouraged  to  frame  the  other 
part  of  politic  virtues  in  his  person,  after  that  he  came  to  be  king." 

If  tliis  design  were  to  be  examined,  with  reference  to  its  real 
utility,  a  very  high  station  would  not  probably  be  assigned  to  it 
amongst  the  works  that  are  calculated  to  contribute  to  human 
perfection.  We  must  not  forget,  however,  in  considering  "The 
Faerie  Q,ueene,"  that  Uie  armor  and  manners  of  knighthood  were 
not  then  entirely  laid  aside.  The  Maiden  Queen  supplied  a  little 
more  fuel  to  tlie  flickering  flame,  and  knightly  exercises  were  still 
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occasionally  practised  in  her  reign.  Spenser  calls  Sidney  "the 
president  of  nobleness  and  chivalry."  But  the  increasing  diffusion 
of  knowledge  and  civilization  was,  it  is  true,  gradually  operating 
a  change  in  the  system  of  manners,  and  in  the  estimation  in  which 
the  institutions  of  chivalry  were  held ;  they  had  pointed  out  other 
means  of  fame,  and  other  sources  of  enjoyment  It  was  evident 
that  the  honors  and  practices  of  chivalry  must  soon  terminate  a 
reign  which,  whatever  may  be  the  romantic  interest  attached  to  it, 
had  already  been  prolonged  to  a  greater  period  than  was  desirable ; 
and  as  Spenser  was  writing  for  the  future,  he  might  have  cast  his 
poem  in  a  more  useful  mould.  The  image  of  a  perfect  knight 
could  be  no  more  profitable  as  an  example,  than  the  pictorial 
representations  of  our  armed  ancestors.  It  might  excite  admira- 
tion by  its  antiquity,  by  the  skill  of  the  imitation  and  the  accuracy 
of  the  resemblance,  but  it  could  not  serve  for  actual  use  ;  it  would 
not  do  as  a  pattern  by  which  to  shape  ourselves.  If  it  were  every 
body's  business  to  fight ;  if  the  statesman  jousted  for  his  place,  the 
lover  for  his  mistress,  tlie  Cliristian  for  his  creed,  and  the  "  Paynim  " 
for  his  ;  if  man  learned  temperance  in  armor,  and  woman  chastity 
in  iron ;  this  would  do  very  well.  But  as  chivalry  was  only  one  of 
an  infinite  variety  of  modes  in  which  human  passion  is  displayed, 
and  as  the  operation  of  this  one  mode  was  tlien  almost,  if  not 
entirely,  exhausted,  it  must  be  admitted  that  Spenser  might,  in 
point  of  example,  have  made  a  more  fortunate  selection ;  but  it  is 
at  the  same  time,  very  doubtful  whether  he  would  have  executed 
any  other  so  well. 

Spenser's  predominant  faculty  was  an  imagination  astonishingly 
rich  and  expanded :  he  was  naturally  led,  therefore,  to  prefer  tliose 
subjects  which  would  allow  the  freest  operation  to  his  genius,  and 
exhibit  his  powers  to  the  greatest  advantage.  No  period  could  be 
more  favorable  to  the  display  of  the  imagination  tlian  tiic  age  of 
chivalry ;  its  dominions  Avere  as  boundless  as  the  imagination 
itself;  all  the  wonders,  and  beauties,  and  treasures,  which  nature 
ever  produced,  or  genius  ever  dreamed  of,  miglit  with  perfect 
consistency  be  placed  within  its  Hunts.  In  clioosing  such  a  scene, 
therefore,  Spenser  in  some  measure  consulted  the  bent  of  his  nature. 

Having  determined  to  lay  his  scone  amidst  knigiits  and  daines, 
giants,  Saracens,  and  inonstcrs  of  strange  shape  and  extraordinary 
powers,  the  next  thing  to  be  considered  is  the  construction  of  his 

VOL.    I.  C 


XXIV  ON    TIIK    MH:    ANIJ    WHITINGS 

f.iblo.  Ills  lAijcct  boinp  to  portray  Uic  image  of  a  brave  kni^fht 
pprfcclcd  jn  Uic  twi-lvf;  privaln  inoml  virtucji,  he  ncUic.[M  I'rincc 
Artlnir,  at  lliiit  tiiiio  woll  known  in  jKipular  Hitny,  ab  tJic  hero  who 
is  to  exemplify  all  tiiose  moral  virtucH  in  hia  own  pontotu  In 
Prince  Artiiur  is  particularly  set  fortli  Maf^ificencc,  [Magnanim- 
ity ;]  "  wliicli  virtue,  for  that  it  is  Uie  perfection  of  all  Uie  rent,  and 
contninoth  in  it  thorn  nil,  therefore,  in  tlie  whole  course,  I  mention 
Uic  (leedM  of  Arthur  applicable  to  tliat  virtue  which  I  write  of  in 
tliat  l)ook.  But  of  the  twelve  otlier  virtues  I  make  twelve  other 
knights  tlie  patrons,  for  tiic  more  variety  of  the  history."  His 
principal  design,  tlien,  was  to  exhibit  one  specimen  of  general 
excellence  in  tlie  person  of  Prince  ArtJnir  in  his  pursuit  of 
Gloriona,  or  Glory.  As  it  was,  of  course,  liis  wish  to  excite  as 
much  interest  as  possible  in  his  reader.-?,  it  would  have  been  ju- 
dicious to  have  concentrated  instead  of  dividing  tliat  interest. 
According  to  the  plan  of  the  poem,  the  interest  ought,  as  Warton 
observes,  to  have  been  concentrated  in  Prince  Arthur;  but,  in 
point  of  fact,  Artliur  seldom  appears;  and,  when  he  does,  in 
general  only  acts  a  subordinate  part  in  tlie  business  of  the  book: 
he  is  introduced  as  an  auxiliar}%  and  not  as  a  principal.  He  is 
brought  forward,  it  is  true,  as  the  most  important  personage  in  the 
story,  attended  with  circumstances  of  great  dignity  and  pomp ;  but 
he  achieves  notliing  to  merit  such  honor.  In  some  of  tlie  books 
he  renders  his  assistance  in  a  manner  to  exemplify  his  possession 
of  tlie  particular  virtue  which  is  the  subject  of  that  book ;  but  in 
others  he  absolutely  performs  notliing  to  show  his  perfection,  or 
even  any  progress  towards  perfection,  in  the  virtues  which  are  to 
be  illustrated.  The  consequence  is,  tJiat  we  feel  but  little  admira- 
tion for  him ;  and,  indeed,  are  ratlier  disposed  to  regard  him  as  an 
intruder  who  snatches  the  glory  of  an  adventure  from  the  person 
to  whom  it  properly  belongs,  Uian  as  the  principal  object  of  interest 
or  admiration. 

On  tlie  otlier  hand,  we  cannot,  according  to  Hughes's  suggestion, 
consider  each  book  as  a  distinct  poem,  embracing  one  separate  and 
complete  action  —  wiiicli  would  probably  have  been  tlie  better  as  it 
certainly  would  have  been  the  simpler  plan  —  for  tliis  plain  reason 
tliat  each  book  is  not  complete  in  itself,  but  adventures  commenced 
in  one  are  sometimes  finished  in  anotlier  book ;  and  Prince  Arthur 
is  introduced  in  each  as  the  cement  to  unite  and  consolidate  the 
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whole.  Having  once  formed  the  plan  of  a  single  poem,  illustra 
ting  tlie  twelve  moral  virtues,  Spenser  must  have  felt  considerable 
difficulty  in  executing  it:  if  he  had  adopted  the  plan  of  one 
principal  actor,  it  would  have  induced  twelve  distinct  and  perfect 
actions  appropriate  to  each  virtue;  and  by  combining  the  form 
which  was  adapted  to  tlie  chivalrous  nature  of  tlie  subject  with 
the  classical  notion  of  unity,  and  adopting  twelve  actors,  each 
perfect  in  one  of  the  twelve  virtues,  and  one  principal  character 
partaking  in  tlie  whole  of  them,  he  has  incurred  tlie  charge  of  a 
want  of  unity  in  tlie  design.  And  indeed  it  must  be  admitted, 
witliout  reference  to  any  particular  canon  of  criticism  which  may 
require  unity  of  design  and  of  action,  tliat  Spenser  has  failed  in 
the  attempt  to  excite  our  interest  in  the  general  design ;  in  other 
words,  to  concentrate  the  chief  interest  in  Prince  Arthur.  An 
ingenious  explication,  and  indeed  a  partial  vindication,  of  the 
design  of  "The  Faerie  Quccne"  is  given  by  Dr.  Hurd:  "His 
narration,"  he  obser\'es,  "  is  subservient  to  his  moral,  and  but 
serves  to  color  it.     This  he  tells  us  himself  at  setting  out : 

'  Fierce  wars  and  faltlifiil  loves  shall  moralize  my  song  ; ' 

that  is,  shall  ser\'e  for  a  vehicle  or  instrument  to  convey  the  moral. 

"  Now,  under  this  idea,  the  iiniti)  of  '  The  Faerie  Queene '  is 
more  apparent  His  twelve  knights  are  to  exemplify  as  many 
virtues,  out  of  which  one  illustrious  character  is  to  be  composed. 
And,  in  this  view,  the  part  of  Prince  Arthur  in  each  book  becomes 
essential,  and  yet  not  principcd,  exactly  as  the  poet  has  contrived  it. 
Tliey  who  rest  in  tlie  literal  story,  that  is,  who  criticise  it  on  tlie 
footing  of  a  narrative  poem,  have  constantly  objected  to  tliis  man- 
agement They  say,  it  necessarily  breaks  the  unity  of  design. 
Prince  Arthur  they  affirm,  should  eitlier  liave  had  no  part  in  the 
other  adventures,  or  he  sliould  have  had  tlic  chief  part:  he  sliould 
cither  Jiave  done  nothing,  or  more.  And  tlie  objection  is  unan- 
swerable ;  at  least,  I  know  of  notliing  that  can  be  said  to  remove 
it,  but  wliat  I  have  supposed  above  might  be  tlie  purpose  of  the 
poet,  and  which  I  myself  have  rejected  as  insufficient 

"But  how  faulty  soever  tliis  conduct  be  in  the  literal  story,  it  is 
perfectly  riglit  in  tlie  vxoral ;  and  tliat  for  an  obvious  reason,  tliough 
his  critics  seem  not  to  liave  been  aware  of  it  —  His  chief  hero  was 
not  to  have  the  twelve  virtues  in  Uie  degree  in  wliich  tlic  knights 
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Imd  each  of  tJioiii  Uicir  own;  (mikIi  a  rlmrartor  would  be  a  mon- 
Hter;)  but  ho  wrw  to  have  ho  much  of  each  an  vnut  n.-qumitc  to  forrn 
hia  Huperior  charnctcr.  Kacli  Virtue,  in  iw  perfection,  in  exempli- 
fied in  itB  own  kni^rht:  tiicy  arc  all,  in  a  duo  degree,  concentred 
in  Prince  ArtJuir. 

"Tliis  w'liM  the  port's  rn«r«/ ;  and  wliat  way  of  exproBHing  this 
moral  in  tlio  hi.ilorif  but  by  making,'  Prinro  Arthur  apjK-ar  in  each 
advontiiro,  and  in  a  innnncr  Buborduiato  to  itH  projwr  hero?  Thus, 
Uiou^h  inferior  to  each  in  his  own  specific  virtue,  he  is  supcnor  to 
all,  by  uniting  tlio  whole  circle  of  their  virtues  in  himself;  and 
thus  he  arrives  at  length  at  tlio  possession  of  tliat  brig^ht  form  of 
Glory,  whose  ravishini^  beauty,  as  seen  in  a  dream  or  vision,  had 
led  him  out  into  these  miraculous  advontures  in  tlie  Land  of 
Faery. 

"  The  conclusion  is,  that,  as  an  allegorical  poem,  tlie  method  of 

i^The  Faerie  Queene'  is  governed  by  the  justness  of  the  moral: 

a  narrative  poem,  it  is  conducted  on  tJie  ideas  and  usages  of 

hivalrj'.     In  either  view,  if  fiken  by  itself,  the  i)lan  is  defensible. 

ut  from  the  union  of  the  two  designs  tlicre  arises  a  perplexity 

nd  confusion,  which  is  the  proper,  and  only  considerable,  defect 

f  til  is  extraordinary  poem. 

"  No  doubt,  Spenser  might  have  taken  one  sino-le  adventure  of 

the  Twelve,  for  the  subject  of  his  poem ;  or  he  might  have  given  the 

'  principal  part  in  every  adventure  to  Prince  ArtJmr.     By  tliis  means 

'  his  fable  had  been  of  tlie  classic  kind,  and  its  unity  as  strict  as 

/  that  of  Homer  and  Virgil. 

"  All  tliis  the  poet  knew  very  well,  but  his  purpose  was  not  to 
write  a  classic  poem.  He  chose  to  adorn  a  Gotliic  story ;  and,  to 
be  consistent  throughout,  he  chose  that  the  form  of  his  work 
should  be  of  a  piece  with  tlie  subject" 

Another  circumstance  which  increases  the  confusion  of  the 
poem  is,  that  it  was  part  of  the  autlior'a  plan  to  witlihold  the 
development  of  the  real  meaning  and  intention  of  the  work  until 
\  the  last  book,  when  it  was  to  be  disclosed.  It  is  true,  that  Spenser 
has  not  strictly  adhered  to  tliis  part  of  his  design,  having  given  a 
partial  intimation  of  it  at  a  previous  stage  of  the  poem ;  but  still, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  vague  eulogies,  the  reader  knowa 
nothing  from  the  poem  itself  of  the  elfin  queen  from  whom  it 
derives  its  title;  and  tliis  is  a  constant  source  of  disappointment 
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Spenser  was,  no  doubt,  led  to  adopt  the  form  of  an  allegory,  not 
only  from  tlae  example  of  Ariosto,  whom  he  appears  to  have  fol- 
lowed in  preference  to  Tasso,  but  from  the  prevailing  taste  of  his 
day.  Lord  Buckhurst,  who  preceded  him  in  this  style  of  writing, 
had  arrived  at  great  perfection  in  it  Allegorical  personages  must 
have  been  as  familiar  to  Spenser  as  real  ones :  hardly  any  festival 
was  held  without  pageants  and  spectacles,  in  which  they  were  the 
sole  actors ;  they  figured  in  tlie  moralities  which  formed  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  dramatic  entertainment  anterior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  "  The  Faerie  Queene ; "  and  they  were  continued  in 
I  the  masques  which  succeeded  them.  These  allegorical  personages 
I  were  dressed  in  appropriate  costume,  were  represented  with  their 
\  becoming  insignia,  and  were  tlius  presented  bodily  to  the  senses, 
\  The  constant  practice  of  witnessing  the  incarnation  of  such 
shadowy  creations  superinduced  a  habit  of  clothing  ideas  in 
allegorical  language :  Spenser  was  thus  not  only  invited  by  the 
practice  of  the  age  to  allegoric  painting,  but  was  actually  educated 
for  it  He  followed  the  "  stream  of  tendency,"  and  has  arrived  at 
the  higliest  degree  of  perfection  in  that  species  of  composition. 
r  accuracy  of  delineation,  for  correctness  of  description,  for 
'propriety  of  attributes,  and  for  minuteness  of  detail,  nothing  can 
exceed  the  allegorical  representations  of  Spenser.  His  imagi- 
nation poured  out  its  creations  from  stores  which  seemed  inex- 
haustible, and  of  all  shapes  and  colors,  ever  rich  and  vanous,  and 
generally  appropriate  and  felicitous.  "The  Faerie  Queene"  is,  to 
use  his  own  expression,  one  of  tlie  "  deepest  works  of  wit ; "  his 
allegories  involve  a  profound  wisdom  and  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  man.  He  had  reflected  deeply  on  his  subject,  and  he  wTote 
witli  a  "  learned  spirit"  His  vivid  pictures  seem  to  exliibit  tlie 
tilings  of  anotlicr  world,  from  which  he  has  torn  tlie  veil  and  dis- 
played its  mysteries  to  tlie  ignorant  present  time.  The  abstract 
and  obscure  are  made  palpable,  tlie  invisible  becomes  the  object 
of  sight,  and  organization  is  given  to  airy  nothing :  tlie  creatures 
of  tlie  poet's  brain  stand  before  us  witli  every  mark  of  vitality, 
distinct  in  "  gesture,  fonn,  and  limb ! "  It  would  be  endless  to 
point  out  every  instance  of  tlie  forcible  personification  of  Spenser. 
The  most  celebrated,  and  perhaps  tlie  most  perfect,  specimen  of 
allegory  that  was  ever  written,  is  that  of  Despair,  already  men- 
tioned as  the  alleged  cause  of  tlie  patronage  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
c* 
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'I'liin  rillopory  proHcnbi  cxainpleu  boUi  of  Uie  abHtract  idea  of 
dcHjmir,  and  of  a  porMon  under  itn  influonco,  boUi  of  nnrivallcu 
excolli'nco  for  force  and  diMtinctnoHH  of  delineation:  Uie  eflbc* 
produced  by  Uie  introduction  of  tJic  kni^jJit  llyin;,'  from  iJeHpiiir  is 
perfectly  ajipalhnj^.  The  |)icturnH  of  l-'uilJi  and  Hope,  in  Uie  Tenth 
Canto  of  tlic  same  book,  arc  beautifully  drawn ;  in  tiic  portrait  of 
tlie  latter,  a  diwh  of  doubt  and  fear  ia  tljrown  in  willi  exquisite 
delicacy :  — 

"  wliclhcr  (Ircad  ilid  dwell, 

Or  aiiifuiith  in  licr  heart,  is  lianl  to  tell.'' 

Tlie  Ma^(iue  of  Cupid,  and  tlie  Cave  of  Mammon,  rnay  be  men- 
tioned, for  tlieir  wonderful  variety  and  richness  of  invention ;  the 
Bower  of  Bliss,  for  its  assemblage  of  every  thing  in  nature  that 
can  delight  the  senses,  described  in  versification  of  the  most 
finished  elegance  —  of  tlie  most  "dulcet  and  hannonious  music." 
What  tlie  poet  says  of  this  enchanting  spot  may  witli  propriety  be 
applied  to  his  own  description  of  it 

"  For  ail  that  pleasing  is  to  living  care, 

Was  there  consorted  in  one  haimonee; 
Birdes,  voices,  inslrtuncDts,  windcs,  waters,  all  agree : 

The  ioyous  birdes,  shrouded  in  chearcfull  shade, 
Their  notes  unto  the  voice  attcmprcd  sweet; 
Th'  aiigclicall  soft  trembling  voyces  made 
To  ill'  instruments  divine  respondcnce  meet ; 
The  silver-sounding  instruments  did  meet 
With  the  base  murmure  of  the  waters  fall ; 
The  waters  fall,  wiili  dilTerenre  discreet, 
Now  soft,  now  loud,  unto  llic  wind  did  call ; 

The  gentle  warbling  wind  low  answered  to  all." 

B.  II.,  c.  XII.,  s.  LXXI. 

But  the  reader  can  hardly  open  any  one  of  tlie  books  without 
meeting  with  subjects  for  admiration,  especially  in  tlie  First  and 
Second :  the  Fourtli  Book,  tlie  Legend  of  Friendship,  is  less  perfect 
than  the  rest 

As  an  effort  of  ingenuity,  as  a  specimen  of  tlie  power  of  imagi- 
/  nation,  the  allegorical  creations  of  Spenser  deser\-e  the  highest 
J  praise.  But  his  "dark  conceit"  cannot  always  be  apprehended 
i      without  consideration ;  his  sibylline  leaves  cannot  always  be  spelt 


/ 
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at  the  first  view.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  allegory  sometimes 
becomes  a  mere  puzzle,  possessing  the  ingenuity  of  a  riddle,  and 
requiring  the  talent  of  an  QEdipus  to  unravel  it.  But  the  process 
is  tedious,  and  the  result,  like  the  solution  of  a  riddle,  useless.  If 
poetry  has  for  its  object  to  combine  delight  with  instruction ;  if  it 
be  that  "  dulcet  and  gentle  philosophy,"  as  Ben  Jonson  expresses 
it,  "  which  leads  on  and  guides  us  by  the  hand  to  action,  with  a 
ravishing  delight  and  incredible  sweetness,"  such  dark  conceits 
are  better  avoided ;  unless  indeed  the  truths  to  be  conveyed  are  of 
such  dazzling  brightness  as  to  require  the  intervention  of  a  cloud 
to  mitigate  their  intensity,  which  was  not  the  case  with  those  com- 
municated in  "The  Faerie  Queene,"  either  intrinsically,  or  with 
reference  to  the  age  in  which  the  poem  was  produced.  In  fact,  if 
_5£3il£a2DUiS-iSaiSJia&„jaC.^^.l,,l^  reader  Bliould.b^.llbie  atj. 
glance  to  see  its  bearing  and  application ;  to  convey  it  from  its 
apparent' to  iti  real  ifigure,  as  quickly  as  Ithuriel's  spear  did  the 
toad  under  which  Satan  was  shwrnded.  The  rich  imagmafion  "Snd 
various  knowledge  of  Spenser  alone  could  have  rendered  a  poem, 
framed  in  such  misty  moral  types,  at  all  tolerable.  Six  books  of 
continued  allegory,  seventy-two  cantoes  of  knightly  conflicts  and 
feats  of  arms,  the  perpetual  succession  of  victories  and  defeats,  the 
eternal  clang  of  arms,  and  the  constant  recurrence  to  similar  sub- 
jects, would  have  been  exceedingly  wearisome,  if  they  had  not 
been  continually  relieved  and  enlivened  by  the  unparalleled  afflu- 
ence of  his  imaginative  faculty.  He  possessed,  indeed,  supreme 
dominion  over  the  world  of  fiction :  he  had  only  to  wave  liis  magic 
wand,  and  its  inhabitants  appeared  in  all  tlieir  various  sliapes  and 
colorings,  strange,  fantastic,  and  surprising,  "gorgons,  hydras, 
and  cliiincras  dire."  He  has  ransacked  all  elements  for  tlie  crea- 
tures wliich  were  or  might  be  produced  therein,  explored  all 
romances  for  the  wonders  of  encliantment,  the  ancient  classics  for 
their  mythological  creations,  and  tlie  Christian  code  for  tlie  marvels 
of  theology.  This  strange  assemblage  of  realities  and  airy  nothings 
he  has  woven  togetlier  "  with  antics  and  wild  imagery,"  to  give 
variety  and  interest  to  his  poem.  Sucli  stores  of  learning,  such 
force  of  description  and  exuberance  of  imagery,  so  mucii  of 

"  Tnilli  severe,  in  fuiry  fiction  drosl," 

were  never  amassed  together  before,  and  will  probably  never  bo 
Been  collectively  again. 
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Airiidst  Biicli  a  «liverMity  of  Hubjijctn,  in  a  pf)Oin  of  Buch  an 
cxtoiit  (ui  "  The  Kaorio  CAueciu.',"  it  wan  not  to  be  exi>ectcd  Uiat 
all  Uie  poet's  allc);oricH  shoulil  bo  perfect  Accordingly,  we 
find  tiitit  Homo  of  tliciii  are  uniiioaninff,  some  incoiiMiMtont,  and 
in  ollii-'ra  tin;  lilcnil  and  liitcnt  nioiiiiinjj  arc  confoiintli-'d,  and 
Uieir  dirttinclionH  forgotten.  An  iiwtance  (»f  tlio  first  kind  occurs 
in  book  11.,  c.  I.\.,  whoro  Prince  ArtJiur  and  Guyon,  having 
vanqui.sin-d  a  myriad  of  tlic  foes  of  Temperance,  gain  adxnisuion 
into  tlio  caatle  of  Alma.  This  lady  rcprcaenls  tlie  nund,  her 
castlo  the  body,  its  portcullis  tlio  nose,  its  [wrch  tiie  mouth, 
ita  porter  tlic  tongue,  and  tlie  sixteen  warders  in  "glistering 
Btecl,"  circling  tJie  porcli,  tlie  teetlu  Alma  showg  tliem  tlie 
curiosities  of  tJiis  fortress  of  man ;  conducts  tliem  into  the 
kitchen  or  stomach,  and  explains  the  functions  of  digestion,  &c. 
This  is  really  a  waste  of  ingenuity :  tlie  autlior  had  much 
better  have  referred  us  to  some  appropriate  book  in  medical 
literature.  And  yet,  useless  and  absurd  as  tliis  allegorj'  is,  it 
has  been  imitated  and  greatly  expanded  by  Phineas  Fletcher, 
a  great  admirer  and  close  imitator  of  Spenser,  in  his  "Purple 
Island."  As  instances  of  inconsistency,  we  may  refer  to  the 
allegory  of  Astnna,  or  Justice,  (b.  V.,  c.  I.,  s.  IX.,)  who  at  all 
events  sliould  have  been  represented  as  pure  and  undefiled ; 
and  yet  the  poet  describes  her  as  having  obtained,  by  "slight 
and  earnest  search,"  tlie  sword  Clir)-saor,  which  Jupiter  had 
used  against  the  Titans;  and  to  that  of  Care,  (b.  IV.,  c.  V., 
8.  XXXVII.,)  who  is  described  as  a  monstrous  giant,  and  yet  is 
said  to  have  dwelt,  with  his  six  servants,  in  a  little  cottage, 
"like  some  poorc  man's  nest." 

In  attempting  the  great  or  the  marvellous,  Spenser  sometimes 
becomes  extravagant,  and  even  absurd ;  as,  for  example,  in  the 
description  of  tlie  combat  of  tlie  dragon  and  the  red-cross 
knight,  (b.  I.,  c.  XI.)  This  dreadful  monster,  which  the  knight 
finds  stretched  "upon  the  sunny  side  of  a  great  hill,  himself 
like  a  great  hill,"  is  represented  as  iiaving  a  tail  which  fell 
little  short  of  three  furlongs  in  lengtiu  Prodigious  as  this 
tail  is,  tlie  knight  must  have  had  an  arm  of  no  inconsiderable, 
if  not  of  corresponding,  longitude ;  for  the  monster  ha\-ing  fixed 
the  sting  at  the  extremity  of  its  tail  in  its  antagonist's  shoulder, 
the  latter  contrives  to  reach  the  other   extremity,  and  to  lop 
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off  five  joints,  leaving  but  a  stump  behind.  The  blood  which 
flows  from  the  wounded  dragon  is  sufficient  to  turn  a  water- 
mill,  &c.  Although  an  author,  in  adopting  the  allegorical  mode 
of  writing,  has  the  choice  of  whatever  forms  his  imagination 
may  body  forth,  yet,  having  once  selected  his  agents,  he  is 
bound  to  make  tliem  act  with  consistency.  When  a  poet  has 
recourse  to  the  aid  of  magic  or  enchantment,  we  can  admit 
things  beyond  our  experience,  even  though  they  should  be 
apparently  impossible ;  but  when,  without  such  means,  a  poet 
effects  physical  impossibilities,  the  vanity  of  his  art  alone  strikes 
us ;  he  submits  to  the  understanding  what,  if  left  to  tlie  imagi- 
nation, would  have  been  received  without  difficulty  into  our 
poetical  creed. 

These,  however,  are  only  partial  obscurations  of  his  usually 
brilliant  and  distinct  delineations :  generally  speaking,  his  alle- 
gories are  distinguished  by  tlie  nicest  discrimination,  the  most 
pictorial  representation,  the  most  forcible  and  appropriate  symbols. 
In_short,  he  is ,  Qoe_of  _tJie^  most  absolute.  ma§te]rs„Qf  .aUegpric 
^2i!^j3,Le.YSi;,£li|tgd. 

Affluent,  however,  as  was  his  imagination,  mar\'ellous  as  were 
his  resources,  it  would  have  been  impossible,  had  his  life  been 
extended  to  a  longer  date  than  it  was,  to  have  invented  all  the 
materials  out  of  which  he  has  fabricated  this  poem.  His  life 
must  have  been  fully  occupied  witli  business  and  tlie  muses ; 
and  we  have  sufficient  evidence,  in  those  of  his  works  which 
remain,  to  convince  us  that  he  wrote  witli  a  rapid  pen.  He 
felt  it  convenient,  therefore,  to  appropriate  some  incidents  and 
inventions  which  were  already  manufactured.  In  so  doing,  he 
has  followed  the  course  of  otlier  men  of  genius.  Ariosto  did 
tlie  same  tiling;  and  Shakspcare  has  not  only  adopted  many 
of  his  plots  from  former  plays,  but  has  sometimes  condescended 
to  borrow  images  from  them.  Spenser's  mind  was  filled  witl» 
the  stories  and  incidents  of  old  romances,  and  he  avnilca 
himself  of  them  without  scruple ;  but  he  has  made  use  of  thci  i 
like  a  skilful  artist;  he  has  woven  tlioiu  into  his  work  wit  i 
variations  and  improvements;  he  lias  ripened  them  by  the  warmt  i 
of  his  own  genius;  they  have  become  richer  in  flavor,  an  1 
more  glowing  in  color,  by  the  process.  To  trace  out  tlie  variou  i 
tilings  which  the  poet  has  adopted  from  preceding  writers ;  t  > 
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jioiiit  out  in  ^vliat  roHpoct  lie  Utm  addf'd  tn,  f»r  altered  and  improved 
tlic'iii,  —  iiii<,'ht  bo  an  ajrrL'eable  occupution,  but  would  require  a 
larger  space  tiian  tlio  limitii  of  a  preliminary  eHHay  will  allow. 
It  will  be  Hullicient  for  our  jireHent  purp<me  to  indicate  two  or 
Uiroe  cxampli.'H  of  what  we  have  (wn(;rted-  To  tJie  old  and 
(iivontc  romance^ of  "  Morte  d'Artliur,"  lie  won  pjirticularly 
iiidebtJtd.  It  supplied  him  with  many  nameH  for  his  o^^enta; 
from  it  he  derived  tho  account  of  the  birth  and  education 
of  Sir  'J'ristram;  tlio  mantle  made  of  tlic  bearda  of  kni!,'ht8; 
Uie  Blatant  JJeiiift,  or  Scandal,  tliere  called  "Uie  QucsUnt,'  Beast, 
that  had  in  shape  a  head  like  a  serpent's  head,  and  a  body 
like  a  leopard;  buttocks  like  a  lion,  and  footed  like  a  hart:  and 
in  his  body  tlierc  was  sucli  a  noise,  as  it  had  been  tlie  noise 
of  tliirty  couples  of  hounds  questing;  and  such  a  noise  that 
beast  made  wlieresoever  he  went,"  &c. 

The  ballad  of  "Sir  Bcvis  of  Hampton"  furnished  him  with 
tJie  well,  by  whose  revivifying  power  the  kniglit  is  restored 
to  his  lost  vigor;  and  tlic  ballad  of  "The  Boy  and  the  Mantle," 
witli  tlie  hint  for  Florimel's  girdle.  Spenser  has  also  drawn 
largely  from  tlie  ancient  classical  writers,  and  tlie  poets  of  Italy. 
From  Ariosto  he  has  borrowed  Astolpho's  horn  — 

"  A  lionic  in  which  if  he  but  once  tlo  blow, 
The  noise  thereof  shall  trouble  men  so  sore, 
That  all  both  stout  and  faint  shall  flie  llicrefro' " — 

{Hurrin^lou's  Translation,  b.  XV.,  s.  X.) 

which  he  lias  given  to  Prince  Artliur;  and  in  the  hands  of 
Britomart  he  has  placed  the  gold  lance  of  Bradamante  —  a 
epear 

"  With  head  whereof  if  any  touched  were, 
Straight  wavs  to  fall  to  grouiide  they  must  bo  faine." 

Harrington,  b.  XXIII.,  s.  IX. 

There  are  various  other  incidents  in  "The  Faerie  Queene," 
which  are  common  to  most  of  the  romances  of  chivalry,  in 
which  Spenser  has  copied  the  manners  of  tliat  institution  with 
great  accuracy,  but  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention  specif- 
ically, as  thoy  will  be  recognized  by  ever}'  reader  who  is  at  all 
acquainted  witli  tliat  kind  of  literature. 
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It  is  remarkable  that,  in  the  Second  Canto  of  the  Third 
Book,  the  poet  treats  Guyon  and  the  red-cross  knight  as 
one  and  the  same  person. 

It  is  proper  to  refer  the  reader  to  faults  of  less  importance 
tlian  those  already  described  —  such  as  tlie  poet's  repetitions, 
his  redundancies,  and  the  occasional  obscurities  Avhich  arise 
from  his  frequent  use  of  ellipses ;  as  where  he  speaks  of  the 
"  other  leg "  of  Occasion,  and  the  "  other  blincked  eye "  of 
Malbecco,  without  any  antecedent  mention  of  either.  These 
faults  are  almost  entirely  owing  to  the  stanza  in  which  the 
poem  is  written ;  for,  whilst  it  exhibits  the  most  perfect  specimen 
of  rhythmical  modulation  in  the  language,  it  has  subjected  the 
poet  to  various  inconveniences.  The  necessity  of  so  many 
identical  cadences  as  tliis  stanza  requires,  obliged  him  to  resort 
to  expedients  which  have  occasionally  diminished  its  energy ; 
it  frequently  led  him  to  an  amplification  of  the  thought,  or  to  a 
virtual  repetition  of  it  with  a  slight  variation  in  the  circumstances, 
and  compelled  him  to  have  recourse  to  trifling  circumlocutions 
and  redundancy  of  expression,  which  weaken  tlie  force  and 
effect  of  his  sentiments  and  descriptions.  The  same  necessity 
has  produced  occasional  meanness  or  impropriety  of  expression, 
and  has  obliged  him  repeatedly  to  alter  the  orthography  of  words, 
that,  if  he  cannot  satisfy  the  ear,  he  may  at  least  please  the 
eye.  —  After  all,  we  may  well  wonder  at  the  variety,  as  well 
as  hannony,  which  Spenser  has  communicated  to  this  stanza; 
and  we  only  mention  those  little  defects,  because,  m  a  criticism 
of  such  a  work,  they  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 

Spenser  has  been  censured  for  his  misrepresentations  of  the 
mytholoj)-ical  creed  of  the  ancients ;  but  a  violation  of  classical 
fiction  is,  after  all,  no  very  heinous  offence,  for  tho  ancients  tlieni- 
selves  did  not  always  agree  in  their  representations  of  it  Ilis 
practice  of  mingling  the  mysteries  of  Christian  theology  witli  tlie 
creations  of  his  own  brain,  may  not  be  so  defensible ;  although  it 
is  manifest,  from  tlie  unifonn  tenor  of  his  works,  tliat  the  poet  is 
blameless  as  to  any  intentional  irreverence  on  tlic  subject  of 
religion. 

The  poet  has  been  also  censured,  and  justly,  for  tlic  disgusting 
images  and  coarse  expressions  with  wliich  lie  has  accompanied 
some  of  ilis  descriptions;  as,  for  CLxainple,  tlioso  of  Error  and  Envy, 
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wliicti  an;  [xTlfclly  rt-vdlliiij,'.  Him  coiiccjjlion  of  Uic  (li»n{»Tceable 
anil  iiiri!ii.sivt',  WDM  an  vivid  iim  liix  Heiirto  of  tliut  Hhicli  ix  buuijUful ; 
and  liJM  object  boing  to  excite  diMlikc,  ho  appcan  to  liavo  coDaid- 
crod  that  no  tomw  could  be  too  forcible  for  the  i>uq)o«o.  He  wa« 
inJndii-idUH,  tiowuvcr,  in  not  diHlinjriiiKliin^  Ix-twiMjii  tiiat  which  u 
lorcililf  and  iJiat  which  i.s  merely  calculated  to  excite  loutliing 
and  disiriist:  a  |iorti(<n  of  tlie«o  diHaf,'reoabl(j  HenNationi*  ia  inevi- 
tably tmnsferred  from  tlie  objects  reprcHented,  to  tlie  poem  and  tiic 
poet;  and  as  tlic  iinapes  and  e.\proH.sioas  we  have  been  reprobating 
are  perfectly  unneccHHary  for  tlie  piir|)OHc  of  excitinj^  tlie  reader's 
dlHlike  of  tlie  false  and  the  vicious,  it  is  to  be  lamented  tliat 
Sj)ensfr  should  not  have  been  more  careful  in  his  choice  of  tlienru 

To  increase  ^ic  obscurity  of  this  extraordinary  production, 
Spenser  has  not  only  given  an  allegorical  turn  to  it,  but  has  invest- 
ed it  witii  a  political  meaning,  and  designed  Queen  Elizabeth  and 
her  courtiers  under  tlio  ideal  inliabitanLs  of  the  Land  of  Faerie. 
Tlio  only  one  wliom  he  has  expressly  indicated  is  Elizubetli, 
who  is  reprpsentod  by  Gloriano,  or  the  fairy  queen-  The  otlier 
individuals  pointed  out  by  critics  as  being  also  shadowed  fortJi,  are 
merely  conjectural. 

Occasional  indications  of  a  querulous  and  dissatisfied  disposition 
breakout  in  difibrent  parts,  of  his  works,  and  apparently  without 
any  sullicient  foundation.  For,  according  to  tlie  measure  of 
reward  which  poets  tlicn  received,  Spenser  had  no  reason  to 
coini)lain;  but,  on  the  contrary,  until  the  spoliation  of  his  property, 
whicJi  immediately  preceded  his  deatli,  might  have  said,  in  the 
language  of  an  ancient  poet,  "  The  lines  are  fallen  unto  me  in 
pleasant  places  ;  yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage."  But  he  liad  formed 
a  lofty  estimate  of  his  own  powers,  and  appears  to  have  considered 
his  remuneration  by  no  means  equal  to  tlie  value  of  his  literary 
productions. 

Spenser  has  been  variously  characterized.  —  The  celebrated 
satirist  Thomas  Nash,  terms  him  "Fame's  eldest  favorite;" 
Drayton,  the  "learned  Colin;"  Dr)'den  observes  of  him,  "No 
man  w  as  ever  born  with  a  greater  genius  Uian  Spenser,  or  had 
more  knowledge  to  support  it"  In  anotlier  place  he  says,  "I  must 
acknowledge  that  Virgil  in  Latin,  and  Spenser  in  English,  have 
been  my  masters ;  "  and  Milton  calls  him  "  our  sage,  serious 
Spenser,  whom  I  dare  be  known  to  tliink  a  better  teacher  than 
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Scotus  or  Aquinas."  Pope  speaks  of  Spenser  with  delight;  — 
"There  is  something  in  Spenser,"  says  he,  "that  pleases  one  as 
strongly  in  one's  old  age  as  it  did  in  one's  youth,  I  read  'The 
Faerie  Queene '  when  1  was  about  twelve,  with  a  vast  deal  of 
delight ;  and  I  think  it  gave  me  as  much  when  I  read  it  over  a  year 
or  two  ago."  And  Shakspeare  has  testified  his  admiration  of 
Spenser  in  the  sonnet  in  praise  of  Music  and  Poetry,  printed  in 
"  The  Passionate  Pilgrim,"  if  that  sonnet  be  properly  ascribed  to 
him.  "The  Passionate  Pilgrim"  was  published  in  1599;  but  in 
tlie  preceding  year  appeared  a  Collection  of  Poems  by  Richard 
Bamfield,  amongst  which  this  sonnet  is  found ;  and,  as  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  former  has  not  been  very  scrupulous,  in  other 
instances,  in  appropriating  to  Shakspeare  proper^  which  did  not 
belong  to  him,  there  is  some  reason,  from  this  circumstance,  to 
doubt  the  propriety  of  ascribing  it  to  him.  It  is,  however,  a  pretty 
sonnet,  and  would  not  discredit  even  Shakspeare.  It  is  deserving 
of  remark,  that  the  expression  "  dark  conceit,"  which  occurs  in  this 
sonnet,  is  also  applied  by  Bamfield  to  Spenser,  in  another  place. 

"  If  music  and  svvcel  poetry  agree, 

As  they  must  needs,  —  the  sister  and  the  brother, — 
Then  must  the  love  be  great  'tvvixt  you  and  me, 

Because  tliou  lov'st  tlie  one  and  I  tlic  other. 
Dovvland  to  thee  is  dear,  wliose  heavenly  touch 

Upon  tlie  lute  doth  ravish  human  sense ; 
Spenser  to  me,  whose  deep  conceit  is  such, 

As,  passing  all  conceit,  needs  no  defence. 
Thou  lov'st  to  hear  the  sweet  melodious  sound 

That  PhoL-bus'  lute  (the  Queen  of  Music)  makes  j 
And  I  in  deep  delight  am  chielly  drown'd 

When  as  liimself  to  singing  he  betakes  : 
One  God  is  God  of  both,  (as  ])oets  feign;) 
One  knight  loves  both,  aiid  both  in  thee  remain !  " 

Of  those  characters  of  Spenser,  the  most  precise  and  appropriate 
is  tliat  of  Milton.  But  although  his  genius  was  ratlicr  inclined  to 
the  grave  than  the  gay,  he  was  not  deficient  in  the  power  of  de- 
picting tiie  light  and  airy,  the  festive  and  tlie  voluptuous.  The 
accuracy  of  Drydon's  expression,  "tliat  no  man  was  over  born  with 
a  greater  genius,"  cannot  be  admitted.  Spenser  is  deficient  in 
patlios.    Notwitlistanding  "The  Faerie  Queene"  abounds  witE 

I.  D 
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sitimliona  hiih(:p|)Ii1)1o  of  tlie  (fniatcHl  intoreirt,  lie  never  Huccecda 
in  pcrrucUy  eiifju^'ing  our  foflingij.  Ho  in  nuvcr  interwely  iin- 
paflHionetl.  Tliia  defect  may  in  some  ineofliiro  be  luicnbcd  to  the 
iititiiri!  of  Uio  poem :  occupied  with  a  real  and  an  allegorical 
ijiitiin,',  luH  attention  waa  necesaarily  divided ;  bniiu'  conlinually 
r<'iiiin(l<,'d    of  tJie    propriety  of  a   ci<i  !'J- 

goriciil   cl»iract<jr,  ho    waa    probably  "ff 

hitiiscif  to  tiic  tcndencica  of  his  heart  His  great  excellence  is  in 
tlic  description  of  terror,  affrigbt,  astoniHhment,  and  despair;  and 
Ml  tlic  representation  of  tiiese  passioiu  he  Boinetiincd  approachea 
Uie  Hubliiiic. 

Altliuiii,'h  Spenser  is  one  of  tlie  great  names  inscribed  on  tlie 
rolls  of  Eiijjlish  poets,  he  has  been  much  more  talked  of  than 
read,  and  less  talked  of  tlian  he  really  deserves.  The  perusal  of 
"  The  Faerie  Queene "  is  confined  to  comparatively  few  persons. 
That  it  is  not  resorted  to  by  general  readers  is,  we  conceive,  to  be 
ascribed  in  a  great  measure  to  tlie  antiquated  diction  in  which  it 
is  written,  and  to  tlie  necessity  of  preser\ing  the  ancient  or- 
t]iogra])iiy  —  a  necessity  which  arises  from  tlie  liberties  tJie  poet 
nas  Uiken,  in  changing  tlie  spelling  of  words,  for  the  sake  of 
rhymes.  Hughes  tried  the  experiment  of  reducing  "The  Faerie 
Qucenc  "  into  modern  orthography ;  the  consequence  of  which  is, 
that  Spenser  is  made  in  his  edition  the  author  of  many  dissonant 
rhymes.  In  tlie  opinion  of  Malone,  however,  "The  Faerie 
Queeiie  "  is  written  in  the  language  of  the  poet's  age.  From  this 
opinion,  as  a  general  one,  we  are  constrained  to  dissent;  for 
although  we  are  aware  that  whole  stanzas  may  be  produced  from 
this  poem,  written  in  the  diction  tlien  in  use,  yet  a  great  portion 
of  it  is  clothed  in  a  more  antiquated  language,  as  we  tliink  will 
be  evident  on  a  comparison  of  "  The  Faerie  Queene "  with  the 
productions  of  Daniel,  Sidney,  and  otlier  poets  of  that  period- 
The  language  of  Spenser's  pastorals  is  cast  in  a  still  more  ancient 
mould.  The  difficulty  which  tlie  diction  of  "  The  Faerie  Queene  " 
presents,  however,  is  more  apparent  tlian  real,  and  will  be  over- 
come by  the  perusal  of  a  few  cantos;  and  when  tliat  difficulty  is 
vanquislied,  and  tlie  gates  of  the  temple  are  once  unlocked,  the 
slight  effijrt  which  it  costs  will  be  amply  repaid  by  tlie  variety  of 
its  ornaments,  and  the  beauty  of  the  workmanship. 

Philip  JMasterjiax. 
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In  "  The  Faerie  Q,ueene,"  we  have  but  a  portion  of  the  autlior'a 
original  plan,  according  to  which  tlie  poem  was  to  have  been 
completed  in  twelve  books ;  and,  tliough  tliere  is  a  tradition 
that  it  was  actually  finished,  and  that  tlie  manuscript  of  the 
last  six  books  was  lost  by  the  carelessness  of  tlie  person  to 
whom  it  was  intrusted  to  bring  to  England,  yet  the  story  rests 
on  no  sufficient  foundation,  and  is  in  itself  highly  improbable. 
It  is  much  more  likely  that  the  sorrows  and  misfortunes,  which 
clouded  the  last  three  years  of  tlie  poet's  life,  deprived  him 
of  both  the  will  and  the  power  to  engage  in  poetical  composition. 
He  has  himself  sketched  the  outline  whicli  he  intended  to  fill 
up,  in  his  prefatory  letter  addressed  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  — 
a  composition  which  no  one  can  read  witliout  a  sigh  of  regret 
that  so  noble  a  design  had  not  been  executed  in  its  wliole 
extent.  The  portion  which  we  have,  beautiful  as  it  is,  labors 
under  peculiar  disadvantages,  since  it  was  the  autlior's  intention 
to  bring  all  liis  characters  back  again  to  the  court  of  the 
fairy  queen,  in  tlie  Twelfth  Book,  at  tlie  expiration  of  a  year 
from  the  period  at  which  tliey  are  supposed  to  have  left  it; 
and  this  book  would  have  contained  tlie  introductory  and  ex- 
planatory matter,  whicli,  as  he  himself  observes,  sliouid  have 
been  stated  first  in  a  formal  history.  In  this  book,  all  tlie 
separate  threads  of  the  story  were  to  have  been  brought  together, 
and   tlie   necessary   unity   given  to  tiie   whole  poem.     Had  all 
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llif?  jMX'iii  hfr-n  wrillcn  cxrcpt  Uio  loi^t  hfxjk,  it  wouhl  rtill  nave 
licf'ii  iii(;om|)l«'to,  in  liiu  muiio  iimnnor  oh  on  arcli  woulil  be, 
whicli  contained  every  Htonc  except  tiie  koy-Btone. 

c  Firet  n<M)k  iH  entitled  tlie  Impend  of  IIoIuiohh,  niin'.-<iitcd 
in  Uic  poreon  of  tlio  red-cross  kni(,'lit,  or  SL  (jeor|^<-,  tli<j  tutelary 
aaint  of  Kii^land,  tlirou<,'h  whom  tlie  iKjct  was  enabled  to 
address  at  once  Uie  patriotic  and  rclijjious  syinpatliies  of  hia 
countrynion.  To  him  tlie  fairy  queen  had  aHsi^Tied  tiie  adven- 
ture of  subduiniT  tJio  dragon  by  which  tJie  kint^dom  of  Una's 
fatlier  was  laid  waste,  and  his  person  endanj^ered-  Una  lierself 
had  <,'ono  to  tlic  court  of  tlic  fair}'  quoon  to  solicit  a  champion, 
and,  at  tlie  commencement  of  tlie  book,  is  represented  tm  accom- 
[Kinyinr^  the  knight  upon  his  expedition.  By  Holiness  is  meant 
spiritual  or  religious  excellence  in  general ;  and  the  various 
adventures  of  thie  knight  are  emblematic  of  the  struggles  and 
tr^ls  by  which  the  religious  principle  jeaches  its  full  stature 
and  mriture  strengtlij  gi'  tUe  dangers  to  which  it  is  exposed, 
ajul  ihc'IcmpUtiojis,  liy_vdiich  it  Js  assjiiled.  In  this  point 
of  view  we  are  to  regard  tlie  knight's  contest  with  Error  and 
tier~njonstrous  brood;  lila  successful  battle  with  Sansfoy,  of 
Unbelief;  his  victory  over  Sansjoy,  or  Indifference;  liis  adven- 
tures in  tlie  House  of  Pride;  his  defeat  by  Orgoglio,  &c.  In 
tlie  purity  and  innocence  of  Una,  we  readily  recognize  the 
eniblein  of  Tnitli.  IJLcrpwn  natvire  is  one  of  spotless  excellence, 
and  flie  misfortunes  which  she  endures  are  never  brought  about 
by  any  misconduct,  or  even  mistake,  of  her  own-  But  the 
red-cross  knight  is  not  without  the  human  element  of  imper- 
fection. Whenever  he  encounters  the  principles  of  e\-il  in 
their  true  shape,  as  tlie  paynim  knights,  Sansfoy  and  Sansjoy, 
he  prevails  in  the  contest;  but  when  they  are  veiled  with  a 
form  of  goodness,  as  in  Archimago  and  Duessa,  he  becomes 
their_jlu£e_^d  victim.  Archimago,  or  Arch  Magician,  is 
Hypocrisy,  or  the  evil  principle,  antagonist  to  goodness  generally. 
He  wins  tlie  confidence  of  the  knight  in  the  disguise  of  a 
reverend  hennit,  and,  by  tlie  help  of  Duessa,  or  Deceit,  separates 
him  from  Trutli.  He  becomes  a  courtier  in  the  House  of  Pride, 
and,  enervated  by  self-indulgence,  falls  an  easy  prey  to  the 
attack  of  Orgoglio. 
Much  of  this  book  is  susceptible  of  a  theological  interpreta- 
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tion.  Kirkrapine,  in  the  Third  Canto,  is,  as  his  name  denotes, 
a  spoiler  of  churches.  He  is  the  favored  paramour  of  Abessa, 
or  Ignorance ;  and  Corceca,  or  Superstition,  is  too  blind  to 
discern  his  real  character.  Orgoglio  (c.  VII.)  seems  to  represent 
a  proud  and  oppressive  hierarchy;  and  Duessa,  in  the  Eighth 
Canto,  is  presented  to  us  with  the  trappings  and  appendages 
with  which  Protestant  zeal  has  been  accustomed  to  delineate 
the  Romish  church.  The  wasting  captivity  which  the  knight 
endures  in  the  castle  of  Orgoglio,  is,  perhaps,  emblematic  of  the 
violence  done  to  tlie  principles  of  primitive  Christianity  by 
their  combination  with  worldly  power  and  splendor;  with  the 
intrigues  of  ambitious  churchmen,  and  the  self-indulgent  liabits 
of  purple  abbots.  This  form  of  explanation  is  sanctioned  by 
the  higli  authority  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  wlio,  indeed,  views  the 
whole  book  as  susceptible  of  an  ecclesiastical  sense.  The  follow- 
ing passage  is  contained  in  a  review  by  him  of  Todd's  Spenser, 
in  the  Edinburgh  Review  for  October,  1805:  —  "The  red-cross, 
knight,  in  the  obvious  and  general  interpretation,  signifies  \ 
Holiness,  or  the  perfection  of  the  spiritual  man  in  religion;  ' 
but,  in  the  political  and  particular  sense,  tlie  adventures  of 
St  George  bear  a  peculiar  and  obvious,  though  not  a  uniform, 
reference  to  the  history  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  established 
by  Queen  Elizabeth.  Thus  we  find  the  orthodox  church,  in 
its  earlier  history,  surmounting  the  heresies  of  the  Arians  and 
many  others ;  as  the  red-cross  knight,  wliile  animated  by  tlie 
voice  of  Una,  or  Truth,  destroys  the  monster  Error  and  her 
brood.  Again,  he  defeats  Sansfoy,  but  falls  into  tlie  snares 
of  Duessa,  the  leman  of  the  vanquished  knight  Thus  the 
church,  in  tlie  reign  of  Constantino,  triumphed  over  paganism, 
but  was  polluted  by  error  in  consequence  of  its  accession  to 
temporal  sovereignty.  Hence  its  purity  was  affected  by  tliose 
vices  which  are  described  as  inliabiting  tlie  House  of  Pride ; 
and,  becoming  altogether  relaxed  in  discipline,  tlic  church  was 
compelled  to  submit  to  the  domination  of  the  pope.  Tlicsc 
events  are  distinctly  figured  out  in  the  imprisonment  of  tlie 
red-cross  knight  in  tlie  castle  of  Orgoglio,  and  in  Duessa's 
assuming  tlie  trappings  and  seven-headed  palfrey  of  tlie  wliore 
of  Babylon.      Here   tiie    poet    also    seems    to    have    shadowed 
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forth  wliat  wofl  not  too  plainly  to  be  named  —  tJic  pc-rBccution 
in  Uie  (liiys  of  Quocn  Mary :  — 

•  lint  all  iIh!  floor  (loo  lillliy  lu  l>c  (olil) 
With  lilooil  of  guiltlcHii  l>al>c*  tuid  iniioccoU  true, 
Wliirli  there  were  xliiiii  ii«  sheep  oul  of  ihc  fold, 
Defiled  waa,  ihat  dreadful  was  lo  view ; 
And  sacred  ashes  over  il  was  sirowed  new.' 

The  conqncsta  of  Orfjofilio  and  Duessa  do  tliorcforc  plainly 
figure  fortli  tlie  downfall  of  I'opcry  in  Enf^hmd,  as  tlic  enlar{.'C- 
nient  of  the  red-cross  knight  signifies  Uie  freedom  of  tJie 
Protestant  cliurch,  happily  accomplished  by  the  accession  of 
Queen  Elizabeth." 

The   knight's   encounter   with    Despair,   in  tlie   Nintli   Canto, 

id   his   discipline   and   penance   in   the  House  of  Holiness,  in 
lie   Tcntli,  are   typical  of  the  moods  of  feeling  and  states  of 

lind  to  be  passed  tlirough  by  him  who  lias  wandered  from 
Ithe  path  of  right,  and  incurred  the  reproof  of  a  sensitive 
conscience,  ere  he  can  attain  to  peace  of  mind  and  self-respecL 
The  dragon  is  social  evil  in  general,  which  can  only  be  success- 
fully combated  by  one  who  assails  it  in  tlie  spirit  of  religious 
hope  and  trust  The  adventures  of  Una  are  expressive  of  the 
difficulties  and  opposition  which  Truth  encounters,  when  solitary 
and  unprotected,  tliough  tlie  parallel  must  not  be  attempted 
to  be  too  minutely  traced;  nor  can  we  readily  perceive  the 
interpretation  of  tlie  lion  and  Sir  Satyrane.  Prince  Arthur, 
in  tliis,  as  in  the  other  books,  acts  a  conspicuous  part,  to  display 
his  superiority  in  tliat  particular  virtue  commemorated  in  each 
of  tliem.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  tlie  task  of  tlie  red-cross 
knight  is  not  completed  by  the  destruction  of  the  dragon,  but 
that  he  departs,  at  tlie  end  of  tlie  book,  to  engage  in  other 
adventures  assigned  to  him  by  the  fairy  queen.  This  course 
was  undoubtedly  adopted  in  order  to  connect  tliis  book  more 
closely  with  the  rest  of  the  poem;  for  otlierwise  it  would 
have  had  no  other  bond  of  union  than  that  derived  from  the 
character  of  Prince  Arthur,  common  to  all,  and  from  that  of 
Arcliunago. 
f  n  point  of  literary  merit,  tlie  First  Book  is  superior  to  any  other, 
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except  the  Second.  It  is  fuilof  that  peculiar  power  which  ha5 
g-iven  Spenser  so  high  a  place  among  poets.  The  "heavenly 
Uror,--wth--her  TTiTlS-'.vifnte  Iamb,"  is  one  of  the  loveliest  creations 
of  genius.  Her  uniform  meekness  in  misfortune,  and  tlie  gentle 
serenity  of  her  temper,  would  have  made  her  insipid  in  the  hands 
of  an  inferior  artist;  but  what  we  see  in  her  is  the  repose  of 
heaven,  and  not  the  apatliy  of  earth ;  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
stream  comes  from  its  depth,  and  not  its  sluggishness.  In  the 
description  of  tlie  House  of  Pride,  and  its  inmates,  (c.  IV.,)  we 
observe  the  perfection  of  that  power  of  giving  form  and  substance 
to  the  airy  abstractions  of  the  mind,  in  which  Spenser  is  alone  and 
unapproached.  The  picture  is  fonned  as  we  read,  and  stands 
before  the  eye  in  the  vivid  hues  of  Titian  or  Rubens.  Duessa's 
journey  to  tlie  realms  of  Night,  in  aid  of  the  vanquished  Sans- 
joy,  (c.  V.,)  is  a  passage  of  the  greatest  sublimity  and  grandeur. 
The  description  of  the  cave  of  Despair  (c.  IX.)  is  also  of  the 
highest  order  of  poetry,  and,  in  its  distinctness,  relief,  and  sharp 
precision  of  outline,  reminds  us  of  Dante's  terrific  picture  of  Coimt 
Ugolino.  Nor  should  we  overlook  the  elaborate  and  picturesque 
stanzas  (c.  VII.,  s.  XXIX.)  in  which  we  are  first  made  ac- 
quainted with  Prince  Arthur,  which  present  to  us  a  most 
beautiful  picture  of  youthful  grace,  manly  valor,  engaging  gen- 
tleness, and  unspotted  truth.  It  has  been  generally  supposed  tliat 
in  Prince  Arthur  tlie  author  has  complimented  tlie  virtues  and 
accomplishments  of  his  friend  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  for  whose  pre- 
mature death  tlic  nation  was  still  mourning  at  the  time  tlie  first 
three  books  of  "  The  Faerie  Qucene "  were  published ;  and  tlie 
sketch  derives  a  deep  and  tender  interest  in  tlie  reflection  that  its 
glowing  colors  were  supplied  by  love  and  memory. 

This  book  also  is  disfigured  by  some  of  Spenser's  obvious 
defects,  and  cspcciiilly  that  coarseness  of  expression  which  defaces 
some  of  his  finest  passages,  tliough,  even  in  reading  these,  tlie 
reader's  mind  struggles  between  admiration  of  tlic  poet's  power, 
and  disgust  at  the  images  he  presents.  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  in 
reporting  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Burke,  says  that  the  latter 
quoted  the  "sublime  but  nauseous  stanza"  in  which  are  described 
tlie  abominations  wliicli  llowcd  from  the  mouth  of  Error  (h.  i., 
c.  I.,  s.  XX.)  —  a  combination  of  epithets  which  may  be  applied  to 
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many  oUht  BtnnziiH  of  "  Tlic  Facrio  Cluecne."     Spcnacr  U  Hcldom 
^/H"  nauscouH  "  witiiout  beinp  "Hiiblime,"  or  at  lca«l  picttireMiuc. 
/     The  Second  JJook  in  entitled  tJie  Ix^jjcnd  of  TeiniK.'rance,  and 
ia  dovotud  to  Uio  ml  ventures  of  Sir  (juyon,  to  whom  the  fairy 
queen  hud  ussi^fned  tlie  adventure,  second  in  order,  to  hrintj  into 
Huhjection  Uie  witch  Acra.siit,  and  destroy  her  residence,  Uie  Bower 
of  JJliss.     Sir  Guyon  represents  tlie  <juality  of  Teniperance,  in  its 
largest  sense ;  meaninff  tliat  virtuoua  self-goveminent  which  holds 
in  clieck   not  only  the   inferior   sensual   appetites,   but  also  tJie 
iiiipulses  of  pjwsion  and  Uie  nioveinents  of  revenge.     The  opjjosite 
vice   is  imaged   in   Acrasia,  a  beautiful   and   fascinating   woman, 
whose  dwelling  is  the  Bower  of  Bliss,  situated  ui)on  a  floating 
island,  and  embellished  with  every  tiling  calculated  to  charm  the 
senses  and  ^vrap  tlie  soul  in  oblivious  indulgence.     Sir  Guyon, 
like  tlie  red-cross  knight,  is  not  witiiout  human  weakness ;  and  as 
tlie  latter  is  guided  and  supported  by  the  spotless  Una,  so  the 
former  is  attended  by  a  reverend  palmer,  who  is  witiiout  tlie  ele- 
ment of  eartlily  imperfection,  and  whose  counsel  and  assistance 
are   indispensable  to  tlie   knigli^'~The   various  characters  and 
adventures  in  tliia  book  are  so  many  illustrations  of  tlie  virtue  of 
temperance  and  the  vice  to  which  it  is  opposed.  rfrrMordauntand 
Amavia  (c.  I.)  we  see  tlie  fatal  eflects  of  intempferance  in  drinking. 
Medina,   Elissa,  and  Perissa,  readily  explain  tliemselves;  so  do 
Furor  and  Occasion.     Pyrochles  and   Cymocliles   represent  the 
mischiefs  of  ungovernable  passion,  headlong  in  its  impulses,  sud- 
den in  quarrel,  without  constancy  of  purpose,  and  allured  from  the 
pursuit  of  revenge,   even,  by  tlie  baits  of  sensual   indulirence. 
Phoedria,  as  the  poet  himself  interprets  her,  is  immodest  Mirtli. 
.  In  the  knight's  visit  to  tlie  dreary  abode  of  Mammon,  (c.  VII.,)  we 
/  are  warned  against  indulging  extravagant  M-ishes  for  great  wealth 
j   or  worldly  honor.    In  tlie  minute  parallel  drawn  between  the 
castle  of  Alma  and  tlie  human  body,  (c.  IX.,)  tlie  poet  has  shown 
more   ingenuity   than   taste.      Archimago   reappears   as   a   crafty 
architect  of  mischief,  and  a  new  element  of  evil  is  introduced  in 
Atin.     Prince   Arthur  is  again  die   generous  champion  of  the 
oppressed,  and  comes  like  a  guardian  angel  to  tlie  aid  of  Sir 
Guyon  in  his  hour  of  need. 
So  far  as  tlie  action  and  progress  of  the  story  are  concerned,  the 
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First  and  Second  Books  are  disconnected  with  each  otlier  and  with 
the  rest  of  the  poem.  The  red-cross  knight  appears  for  a  moment 
in  the  second  book,  it  is  true,  but  merely  crosses  tlie  stage,  and 
takes  no  part  in  the  drama.  Some  of  the  characters,  however,  who 
are  introduced  to  us  for  the  first  time  in  this  book,  are  frequently 
met  with  afterwards,  and  deserve  a  few  moments'  consideration. 
Braggadochio  and  Trompart  monopolize  all  the  interest  in  "  The 
Faerie  Queene"  which  springs  from  a  comic  source.  In  their 
conception  and  execution,  the  poet  has  not  been  more  than  mod- 
erately successful.  Though  there  is  a  good  deal  of  wit  and  humor 
shown  in  their  adventures  and  discourse,  yet  wc  have  too  much  of 
them,  and  from  the  want  of  variety  in  the  manifestation  of  their 
folly,  the  interest  is  worn  off,  and  the  reader  feels  a  relief  when 
Braggadochio  is  scourged  out  of  the  lists  (b.  V.,  c.  III.)  and  they 
are  seen  no  more.  In  this  book,  too,  the  radiant  vision  of  Bel- 
phoebe  breaks  upon  us  for  the  first  time,  (c.  III.,  s.  XXI.)  Slie  is  a 
flattered  likeness  of  Queen  Elizabeth  —  the  woman,  as  contra- 
distinguished from  the  queen,  who  is  imaged  in_  Gloriana.  The 
wits  of  Elizabeth's  reign  were  an  exception  to  the  principle 
involved  in  the  memorable  observation  of  Tacitus,  —  "glisccnte 
adulationo  magna  ingenia  deterrcbantur,"  for  the  most  gifted  of 
tliem  vied  with  each  otlier  in  ministering  to  tlieir  sovereign's  morbid 
appetite  for  the  most  highflown  adulation.  Flattery  more  highly 
seasoned  may  have  been  oifered  her,  but  none  more  delicate  and 
graceful,  than  tliat  contained  in  the  finislied  portrait  of  Bolphoebe. 
She  represents  tliat  pure  and  liigli-s])irited  maidenhood,  which  the 
ancients  imbodied  in  Diana;  and,  like  her,  tlie  forest  is  her 
dwelling-place,  and  the  chase  her  favorite  pastime.  The  breezes 
have  imparted  to  her  tiieir  own  fleetness,  and  the  swaying  foliage, 
its  graceful  movement.  She  comes  attended  with  a  train  of  sylvan 
images  and  associations  —  tlie  dewy  meadow,  the  sunny  hill-side, 
tlie  woven  roof  of  foliage,  and  the  jocund  iiorn,  startling  Echo  from 
her  woodland  seat  She  has  womanly  graces,  but  not  womanly 
affections.  She  is  passionless  and  pure,  self-sustained  and  self- 
dependent,  "  in  maiden  meditation  fancy  free,"  and  siiinos  witJi  a 
cold,  lunar  ligiit,  and  not  the  warm  glow  of  day.  The  autlior  has 
mingled  the  elements  of  her  nature  so  skilfully,  tliat  tlic  result  is 
notliing  harsh,  unnatural,  or  unfemininc ;  and  has  so  combined  tlie 


Xliv  INTFIODUCTORT    OUSEnVATIONS 

lofly  and  Uie  ideal  witli  the  graceful  and  attractive,  that  we  behold 
in  her  a  creature  recalling  tlie  beautiful  line  of  a  living  poet,"  — 

"  Too  fair  for  worehiji,  too  tliviiic  for  love." 

In  portions  of  Uii.s  book,  tlie  poetry  is  more  lavish  and  splendid 
tlian  in  any  otlicr  part  of  "  The  Faerie  (iuociie."  The  description 
of  the  residence  of  Phujdria,  in  tlic  Sixtli  Canto,  and  the  whole  of 
the  TwclfUi  Canto,  aio  elaborated  with  a  luxuriance  of  imagery, 
a  warmth  of  colorinjj,  and  a  ridi  How  of  verse  imsurpassed  in  any 
litcnitiire.  Tlie  Uower  of  IJliss  is  painted  witlj  an  Oriciitil  afflu- 
ence of  fancy,  and  steeped  in  the  most  gorgeous  hues  of  sunset 
Spenser  is  here  under  considerable  obligations  to  the  Italian  poets, 
and  especially  Tasso ;  but  we  may  apply  to  him  what  Dryden  so 
iiappily  said  of  Ben  Jonson  —  "  He  invades  autliors  like  a  monarch ; 
and  wliat  would  be  theft  in  other  poets,  is  only  victory  in  him." 
The  flowers  whicli  he  transplants  from  the  sunny  gardens  of  Italy 
gain  new  bloom  and  fragrance  by  being  transferred  to  a  colder 
clime.  Sir  Guyon's  descent  into  tlie  cave  of  Mammon,  in  the 
Seventh  Canto,  is  not  less  remarkable  for  power  in  the  delineation 
of  images  of  gloom  and  terror.  But  the  book,  taken  as  a  whole,  is 
of  unequal  merit  Portions  of  it  arc  in  bad  tiste ;  and  tlie  Tenth 
Canto  contains  one  of  Uie  dullest  of  chronicles,  wliick  few  will  be 
induced  to  read,  except  from  a  sense  of  duty. 

Ui)ton,  tlie  only  one  of  Spenser's  editors  who  has  made  any 
attempts  to  point  out  his  historical  allusions,  conjectures  that  the 
Earl  of  Essex  is  represented  in  Sir  Guyon ;  and  Dr.  Whitgifl,  in 
tiie  palmer;  tliat  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  who  solicited  the  hand  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  is  caricatured  in  Braggadochio,  and  his  accom- 
plished ambassador,  Simier,  in  Trompart  Upon  tliese  points  (to 
borrow  a  favorite  expression  of  Upton's)  I  "neither  affirm  nor 
deny,"  but  leave  tlie  question  to  be  decided  by  tlie  readers  own 
judgment 

Thft  Tlii,rd  gijink  is  entitled  tlie  Legend  of  CJiastity,  typified  by 
a  female  warrior,  Britomartis,  armed  witli  a  inagic  spear,  which 
notliing  can  resist,  and  which  is  emblematic  of  the  protection 
which  purity  and  innocence  insure.  In  this  book,  some  variations 
arc  observable  from  the  design  and  conception  of  the  two  fonner 
ones.     Sir  Scudamore  is  the  knight  to  whom  the  fairy  queen 

*  I\Iilman. 


ON   THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  xlv 

had  assigned  the  adventure  of  subduing  the  enchanter,  JBusirane ; 
but  he  does  not  represent  the  virtue  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
book,  nor  does  he  succeed  in  the  enterprise  which  he  undertakes, 
which  is  perfonn'i'd  by  Britomart,  upon  wliom  the  interest  mainly 
depends.  Prince  Arthur  is  introduced,  as  before,  but  performs 
nothing  of  any  consequence,  and  does  not  contribute  at  all  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  adventure. 

TheJ^aurtL-Bookjiiay  also  be  considered  in  immediate  connec- 
tion with  the  Third,  as  it  is  little  more  than  a  continuation  of  the 
adventures  begun  in  it.  It  is  entitled  the  Legend  of  Friendship, 
which  is  illustrated  in  Cambell  and  Triamond,  who,  at  first  enemies, 
become  afterwards  attached  friends.  But  no  particular  enterprise 
forms  the  subject  of  this  book ;  no  new  champion  appears  from  the 
court  of  the  fairy  queen ;  the  interest  springs  from  the  same 
sources  as  in  the  Third  Book;  and  the  knights,  whose  mutual 
attachment  gives  to  the  book  its  title  and  ostensible  subject,  are 
mtroduced  incidentally,  and  their  story  constitutes  merely  an 
episode. 

The  poet's  purpose,  in  these  two  books,  seems  to  have  been  to 
treat  of  the  various  relations  of  the  two  sexes,  and  the  influences  to 
which  woman  is  exposed  in  social  life,  and  to  show  the  beauty 
and  power  of  feminine  virtue.  The  various  forms  of  the  passion 
of  love,  its  different  manifestations  in  different  natures,  are  im- 
bodied  in  Artegal  and  Britomart,  Marinell  and  Florimel,  and 
Scudamore  and  Amoret  Malecasta  (b.  III.,  c.  I.)  is  Incontinence, 
whose  six  attendant  knights  are  expressive  of  qualities  congenial 
to  her  own  nature.  In  Malbecco  (b.  III.,  c.  IX.,  X.)  we  see  the  self- 
inflicted  torments  endured  by  him  "who  dotes,  yet  doubts;  sus- 
pects, yet  strongly  loves."  Lust  is  shadowed  forth  in  various 
monstrous  and  loathsome  shapes.  Paridcll  and  Blandamour  are 
fickle  and  inconstant  libertines.  In  Preana  (b.  IV.,  c.  IX.)  is  delin- 
eated a  woman  of  such  mingled  elements  that  her  ciiaracter  is 
moulded  by  the  circumstances  into  which  she  is  tlirown,  and  her 
salvation  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  purifying  influence  of  a  sincere 
and  virtuous  attachment. 

The   main   interest   of  these   two   books   is   derived   from   tlie 
sketclies   which   they  contain  of  womanly   character.     Spenser's    ,- 
tendernesSj^n^ibilityj  and  purity  of  feeling,  gave  him  peculiar     >•' 
advantages  in  treating  tliis  tliemo.    He  understood  the  strength 
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and  wnakncM  of  Uie  female  heart,  and  he  felt  for  woman  that 
respect  which  in  entertained  by  every  mon  of  peniiw  who  keepa 
Uic  pnmitiv(5  whitcncHH  of  hiri  soul  unHtiiined.  There  wr-re  many 
feminine  elcmeiitH  in  Inn  own  H<»fl  and  Kenll*-  nature,  which  ^vo 
him  a  fellow-tcelini^  witli  tJio  "delicate  crciitiin-H,"  whom  he  haa 
delineated  with  a  beauty  and  trulli  which  nhow  tliat  hi.s  wholo 
heart  wow  in  bin  work.  T'our  distinct  foniw  of  feminine  excellence 
are  displayed  U)  us  in  Bolphojbe,  Hritomart,  Arnoret,  and  Florimel. 
Belphiube  has  been  already  mentioned.  Britnmart  resembles  Bel- 
phcebc  in  her  purity  and  Kj)irit,  but  dillere  from  her  in  entertaining 
tlmt  soller  passion  whicli  the  former  had  never  known.  She  is  a 
dignified  and  intellectual  woman,  inspiring  awe  aa  well  as  awakening 
love;  and  the  ptission  which  she  feels  and  struggles  against  is  of 
a  high  ideal  nature,  kindled  by  tlic  contemplation  of  an  unsubstan- 
tial image  of  excellence.  In  order  to  express  tlie  power  of  chastity 
as  nn  active  principle,  quenching  tlie  flames  of  animal  appetite, 
and  dissolving  tlic  spell  by  which  its  victim  had  been  enthralled, 
the  poet  has  encountered  a  difficulty  which  not  even  his  genius 
has  been  able  entirely  to  overcome.  No  wealth  of  poetry  can 
make  a  fighting  woman  attractive.  The  qualities  of  a  warrior  are 
as  inconsistent  witli  feminine  softness,  as  his  robust  and  sinewy 
limbs  and  well-defined  muscles  arc  with  tlie  delicate  outline  of 
feminine  beauty.  Though  the  poet  has  stugglcd  so  hard  to  make 
Britoiiiart  interesting,  tliere  is  still  something  repulsive  about  her. 
Belphcebe  is  supernatural,  or  above  nature ;  but  Britomart  is  un- 
natural, or  opposed  to  nature.  We  wonder  at  Artcgal's  loving  a 
•woman  whom  he  had  fought  witli,  and  by  whom  he  had  been 
rudely  hurled  from  his  horse.  Still  we  must  not  be  blind  to  the 
merit  of  tlie  sketch  as  a  work  of  art,  which  is  indeed  of  a  high 
order ;  and  if  the  poet  has  not  succeeded  in  all  tliat  he  attempted, 
it  was  because  he  attempted  an  impossibility. 

Amoret  is  a  beautiful  contrast  both  to  her  twin-sister  Belphcebe 
and  to  Britomart.  She  is  the  complement  of  Belphopbe,  and 
has  tliose  properties  which  tlie  latter  is  witliout,  and  which 
are  essential  to  tlic  completeness  of  woman's  nature.  Slie  differs 
from  Britomart,  on  tlie  other  hand,  m  her  helplessness  and 
constant  need  of  protection  and  support     Britomart  is 

"  A  perfect  woman,  nobly  planned 
To  warn,  lo  comfort,  and  command." 
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But  Amoret  is  of  tlie  affections  all -compact.  She  needs  a 
stronger  nature  to  cling  to,  as  the  tendrils  of  the  vine  require 
a  frame-work  to  twine  tliemselves  about.  She  expresses  the 
affectionate  devotedness  of  a  loving  and  tender  wife,  whose 
whole  soul  flows  into  her  husband's,  as  the  river  into  the  sea. 
Sir  Scudamour  is  a  chivalrous  and  accomplished  knight,  but 
seems  to  be  introduced  merely  on  account  of  his  relation  to 
Amoret.  He  relates  the  manner  in  which  he  won  his  bride 
in  a  beautiful  allegory,  the  pith  and  substance  of  which  is, 
that  "  faint  heart  never  won  fair  lady,"  and  that  he  who  resolves 
to  succeed  has  already  half  succeeded. 

Timias  is  a  character  whom  the  reader  will  naturally  associate 
with  Amoret  He  represents,  apparently,  tlie  spirit  of  chivalrous 
honor  and  generosity,  and  is  supposed  to  be  intended  as  a 
compliment  to  the  poet's  friend.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  In  his 
adventures,  certain  historical,  or  rather  biographical,  allusions 
are  believed  to  be  involved.  Here  we  are  again  induced  to 
have  recourse  to  the  authority  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  who  remarks 
that  i"The  affection  of  Timias  for  Belphoebe  is  allowed,  on 
all  hands,  to  allude  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  pretended  admiration 
of  Queen  Elizabetli  j_^nd  his  disgTace,  on  account  of  a  less 
Platonic  intrigue  with  the  daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Throgmorton, 
together  with  his  restoration  to  favor,  are  plainly  pointed  out 
in  the  subsequent  events.  But  no  commentator  has  noticed 
the  beautiful  insinuation  by  which  the  poet  points  out  the  error 
of  his  friend,  and  of  his  friend's  wife.  Timias  finds  Amoret 
in  the  arms  of  Corflambo,  or  Sensual  Passion ;  he  combats  the 
monster  unsuccessfully,  and  wounds  the  lady  in  his  arms." 

We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  Florimel,  tliat  beautiful 
'  but  perplexing  vision.  Her  name  is  compounded  of  two  Latin 
words,  meaning  honey  and  Jlowtrs ;  tlius  betokening  tlie  sweet 
and  delicate  elements  of  which  her  nature  is  moulded.  She 
seems  to  express  the  gentle  delicacy  and  timid  sensitiveness 
of  woman ;  and  her  adventures,  tlie  perils  and  rude  encounters 
to  which  these  qualities  are  exposed  in  a  world  of  passion 
and  violence.  She  flees  alike  from  friend  and  foe,  and  finds 
treachery  in  tiiose  upon  whom  she  had  tlirown  herself  for 
protection;  and  yet  she  is  introduced  to  us  under  circumstances 
not  altogether  consistent  with  feminine  delicacy,  as  having  left 
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tlio  court  of  Uio  fairy  «iuf«'n,  in  purHuit  of  a  kni^rht  who  did 
not  oven  return  her  piutHion.  We  obHcne,  Um,  Uiul  iiK*«t  of  tiie 
kiii^'liU*  Heeui  acquainted  witli  her  jwrHon,  and  familiar  witli 
her  story ;  and  she  iH  evidently  tlic  object  of  tlieir  enthusiaiitic 
adniinition.  Her  fiilno  iniafje,  tlie  "Hnowy  Florimel,"  made  by 
Ujo  witch,  Heems  to  differ  from  her,  u-s  pnidcry  differs  from 
delicacy.  But  what  are  tJic  cmbleuui  veiled  under  tlic  form 
of  the  monstor  who  pursues  her?  (b.  III.,  c.  VII.,  b.  XXII.)  — 
of  tiie  ninfjic  ffirdle,  by  which  lie  is  t;imcd  ?  (b.  III.,  c.  VII., 
B.  XXX VI.)  —  of  tiie  old  man  in  tlic  boat,  by  whom  she  is 
60  rudely  treated?  (b.  HI.,  c.  VIII.,)  &.c.  Marincll,  also,  her 
lover,  is  a  character  not  readily  to  be  explained.  He  evidently 
savors  of  the  sea,  and  perhaps  imbodics  tlie  spirit  of  maritime 
adventure,  for  which  the  roig^n  of  Elizabeth  was  so  remarkable. 
But  what  is  tlie  meanin»f  of  tlie  rich  strand,  and  of  his  overtlu-ow 
by  Britoinart?  Upton  conjectures  that  Marinell  is  a  type  of  the 
celebrated  Lord  Howard  of  Elliiigham,  so  memorable  for  tlie 
part  he  took  in  tlie  defeat  of  tlie  Armada.  In  the  flight 
of  Florimel,  he  traces  also  an  allusion  to  Mary  of  Scotland's 
seeking  shelter  in  England  from  the  violence  of  her  rebellious 
subjects. 

In  addition  to  tlie  historical  allusions  mentioned  above.  Sir 
Walter  Scott  remarks  tliat  "  The  fiery  spirit  of  tlie  unfortunate 
Earl  of  Westmoreland  is  detected  under  tlie  personage  of 
Blandamour,  fickle  both  in  friendship  and  in  love,  and  easily 
heated  into  brawls,  even  when  an  exile."  Paridel  is  also 
conjectured  to  be  a  likeness  of  the  Earl  of  Nortliumberland, 
who,  in  conjunction  with  tlie  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  engaged 
in  a  rebellion  against  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  which  he  himself 
lost  his  life,  and  his  associate  his  rank  and  fortune,  and  was 
obliged  to  abandon  his  country. 

In  point  of  literary  merit,  the  Third  Book,  tliough  inferior 
to  tlie  First  and  Second,  is  superior  to  the  rest  of  tlie  poem- 
Indeed,  there  is  an  obvious  falling  off  after  the  Third  Book, 
and  tlie  last  three  books  are  decidedly  inferior  to  the  first 
three.  The  Fourth  is  the  least  interesting  of  all.  The  Masque 
of  Cupid,  in  the  Third  Book,  (c.  XII.,)  is  an  unsurpassed 
specimen  of  Spenser's  astonishing  power  of  allegorical  painting. 
The  tliin  phantoms  of   the  mind,  Hope,   Fancy,    Desire,    pass 
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before  us  in  a  costume  as  picturesque  as  it  is  appropriate, 
and  each  is  stamped  with  an  individuality  as  marked  as  tlial 
which  distinguishes  the  men  and  women  whom  we  meet  in  tho 
streets.  The  conception  and  execution  of  the  character  of  Flori- 
mel  are  also  full  of  poetry ;  and  the  passage  (b.  III.,  c.  L,  s,  XV..' 
in  which  she  is  first  introduced  to  us,  with  her  long  yellow  locks 
floating  meteor-like  behind  her,  from  the  swiftness  of  her  flight, 
is  one  of  tlie  most  vivid  and  beautiful  in  the  whole  poem.  In  the 
account  cf  the  birth  of  Belphcebe  and  Amoret,  and  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  gardens  of  Adonis,  (b.  III.,  c.  VI.,)  Spenser  has  shown 
a  good  deal  of  curious  learning,  and  a  familiarity  with  those 
mystical  doctrines  of  Plato  and  Pythagoras  which  were  more 
favorite  objects  of  study  in  his  age  than  in  our  own.  He  is  indeed 
quite  remarkable  among  poets  for  his  learning,  especially  his 
classical  learning.  His  acquaintance  with  the  mythology  of 
antiquity  was  extensive ;  and  though  he  has  sometimes  departed 
from  it,  yet,  in  most  cases,  he  did  so  intentionally,  in  order  to 
make  tlie  fable  suit  his  purposes  better.  He  has  been  censured 
for  interweaving  so  much  of  heatlien  mythology  into  his  poem ; 
and  witliout  undertaking  to  defend  him  unreserv'edly,  it  may  be 
remarked,  tliat  these  stories  and  allusions  had  not  become  then 
so  hackneyed  as  they  are  now,  and  that  he  has  the  example  of  all 
the  prominent  writers  of  his  time  to  bear  him  out. 

The  Fifth  Book  is  devoted  to  the  quality  of  Justice,  represented 
in  Artegal,  who  is  attended  by  Talus,  a  man  of  iron,  whose  invul- 
nerable frame,  resistless  strcngtli,  and  passionless  nature,  are 
expressive  of  the  power  which  executes  the  decrees  of  justice  and 
the  mandates  of  magistrates.  Artegal's  main  object  is  to  rescue 
Irena  from  the  tyranny  of  Grantorto ;  but,  like  a  chivalrous  knight 
errant,  lie  is  ready  to  turn  aside  and  subdue  tlie  spirit  of  mischief 
and  violence,  wherever  it  may  be  encountered.  The  incidents  in 
this  book  are  illustrative  of  civil  justice,  the  enlightened  supporter 
of  social  order,  and  tlie  foe  alike  of  oppression  and  lawlessness. 
Pollent6  is  a  tyrant,  whose  power  rests  upon  the  double  support  of 
strengtii  and  wealth,  both  of  wjiich  the  knight  successfully  resists. 
Tlie  "gyant"  in  the  Socond  Book  is  a  political  fanatic,  who  has 
turned  tlio  brains  of  the  populace  witli  wild  visions  of  reform.  It 
is  not  easy  to  perceive  exactly  what  is  expressed  in  Radigund ; 
but  in  her  victory  over  the  knight,  the  poet  shows  us  that  the 
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perfection  of  tniUi  nnd  jiwticc  u  to  "reck  it>i  own  rede,"  and  abide 
Blrirtly  by  tlic  hiuiic  Ihw  whirli  i»i  proHrribed  to  otliorn.  His 
captive?  oKtjjtf?  nnd  do^rnidiin,'  <RTii[nitioii  have  an  air  of  moml 
diijnity  about  thctn,  since  Uu-y  bavo  boon  broiitjht  upon  him  by  his 
sense  of  rifjlit ;  nnd  Uie  important  tnitJi  in  taiigJit  ufl,  tliat  moral 
heroism  \a  wliolly  independent  of  social  position.  Prince  Arthur 
slmrcs  with  Artc(,'nl  tlie  action  and  Uie  interest  of  tJiis  book. 

'J'he  I'lllh  Book  swanim  with  hiHtorical  nilusionfl,  some  of  tJicm 
fio  obvious  as  not  to  be  mistaken.  Sir  Uurlion  (r.  XII.)  is  King 
Henry  IV.  of  France,  and  tlic  Lady  FlourdcliH  is  the  penins  of 
France.  In  tJic  assistance  piven  to  Belp^6  (c.  XI.)  by  the  British 
prince,  we  perceive  the  aid  and  protection  afforded  to  tlie  Nether- 
lands by  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  tlicir  desperate  struggle  ag-ainst  tlie 
power  of  Spain.  The  king  of  Spain,  tlie  hush-word  of  the  English 
nurserj'  in  Spenser's  time,  is  imaged  in  Gerjoneo,  Grantorto,  and 
tlie  Soudan.  Mercilla  (c,  IX.)  is  Queen  ElizabcUi,  and  Duessa, 
her  unfortunate  rival,  Mary  of  Scotland.  These  historical  paral- 
lels are  pursued  by  Upton  much  further.  Artegal  himself,  accord- 
ing to  his  autliority,  is  Artliur  Lord  Grey  of  Wilton,  tlie  patron  of 
the  poet,  and  a  lord  deputy  of  Ireland,  where  his  severe  measures 
against  tlie  rebels  made  him  liable  to  tlie  charge  of  extreme 
cruelty ;  but,  if  Spenser  may  be  believed,  without  reason.  Irena 
is  also  supposed  to  be  Ireland;  Sir  Gergis  is  Walsingham ;  the 
Seneschall  of  Gcrionco  is  the  bigoted  and  merciless  Duke  of  Alva. 
Prince  Artiiur,  also,  he  supposes  to  be  tlie  Earl  of  Leicester, 
though,  so  far  as  conduct  and  success  are  concerned,  the  parallel 
is  very  incomplete.  In  Pollente  (c.  II.)  he  discerns  a  resemblance 
to  Charles  IX.  of  France,  "who  by  sleights  did  underfong"  the 
Protestants ;  and  in  Guizor,  to  the  Duke  of  Guize,  the  head  of  the 
Popish  league. 

The  adventures  commenced  in  the  Third  Book  are  brought  to 
a  close  in  tlie  Fiflh ;  or  ratlier  we  hear  no  more  of  tliem,  tliough 
tliey  are  not  all  concluded.  In  tlie  Sixtli  Book,  we  are  introduced 
to  a  new  set  of  actors,  and  a  different  scene.  To  Sir  Calidore,  the 
graceful  representative  of  courtesy,  is  assigned  the  office  of  sub- 
duing the  "blatant  beast,"  which  seems  to  be  a  type  of  Slander  or 
Calumny ;  though,  in  one  passage  at  least,  (c.  XII.,  s.  XXIV.,)  he 
seems  to  be  emblematic  of  the  sour  and  austere  -violence  of  tlie 
Puritans.    This  adventure,  however,  occupies  but  a  small  portion 
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of  the  book,  or  of  the  knight's  time;  nor  does  tlie  narrative  present 
any  allegorical  difficulties.  Cruder  and  Turpine  express  dis- 
courtesy. In  the  wounds  and  sufferings  of  Serena,  we  are  shown 
tne  dangers  to  which  a  young  maiden  exposes  herself  by  a  single 
imprudent  step.  In  the  "  salvage  "  man,  we  see  in  the  rough  ore 
the  attractive  qualities  which  are  refined  and  polished  in  Sir 
Calidore.  Prince  Arthur  appears  for  a  moment,  but  performs 
nothing  of  consequence. 

The  charm  of  tliis  book  dwells  chiefly  in  the  Ninth,  Tenth,  and 
Eleventh  Cantoes.  The  pastoral  reed  has  never  breathed  forth 
sweeter  notes  than  in  this  beautiful  episode,  which  was  probably 
introduced  in  compliment  to  the  taste  which  tlie  "  Arcadia  "  of  Sir 
Philip  Sidney  had  rendered  so  general.  It  is  an  extremely  attrac- 
tive picture  of  simple  sylvan  life ;  tliat  kind  of  life  which  busy 
men  of  the  world  sigh  for,  but  which  would  make  them  miserable  if 
attained.  Spenser  has  steered  between  the  two  extremes  of  tawdry 
finery  and  repulsive  coarseness;  his  shepherds  are  neither  senti- 
mental Strephons,  nor  brutal  boors.  Melibee  is  a  character  which 
poets  are  constantly  reproducing,  but  which  are  always  attractive 
—  a  good  old  man,  who  has  derived  a  gentle  wisdom  from  the 
tranquil  retreats  in  which  his  days  have  glided  away,  and  who 
enjoys  the  "  ignorance  which  is  bliss,"  as  a  compensation  for  the 
want  of  the  "  knowledge  which  is  power."  Pastorella  is  a  form  of 
female  loveliness  and  excellence,  unlike  any  tliat  have  been  before 
presented  to  us,  but  conceived  with  equal  power  and  executed 
with  equal  skill.  She  is  full  of  a  fresh,  woodland  beauty,  and 
painted  with  a  pencil  dipped  in  morning  dew.  She  realizes  tlie 
fine  description  of  Wordsworth :  — 

"Three  years  she  grew  in  sun  and  shower; 
Then  Nature  said,  '  A  lovelier  flower 

On  earth  was  never  sown  ; 
This  child  I  to  myself  will  lake: 
She  shall  he  mine,  <in(l  I  will  make 
A  lady  of  my  own.'  " 

Colin  Clout  is  the  poot  liimself.  The  "country  lass,"  in  the  Tenth 
Canto,  is  supposed  to  bo  the  lady  wiioni  he  married.  Upton  con- 
jectures tliat  he  has  inflicted  poetical  vengeance  upon  the  lady  to 
whom  his  affections  were  first  given,  and  who  is  supposed  to  have 
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treatod  Iniii  willi  ImtirtloHH  cn[)ricc,  by  doHcribinfj  ficr  in  Uie 
clmnictcr  of  Miniln;lla.  Upton  aUo  BUjrgetils  tlmt  Sir  I'hilip 
ISidncy  ia  pictured  in  Sir  Culidorc. 

In  tin;  foregoing  Observations  on  "Tlio  Faerie  Qucene,"  my 
purpt)Hr  lius  been  to  give  a  very  general  view  of  Uie  allegory, 
and  not  to  pursue,  into  any  minuteness  of  detail,  tlic  parallel 
between  what  is  told  and  what  is  meant  This  would  havo 
consumed  too  much  time,  and  occupied  too  much  space.  Besides, 
readers  of  iiiiaginatitm  may  prefer  to  explain  tiie  allegory  liiom- 
eelvcs,  and  may  regard  an  attenij)t  on  the  part  of  an  editor 
to  save  tliem  Uiut  trouble  altogether  as  an  impertinent  inter- 
ference between  tljcin  and  tlieir  autlior.  Tlic  allegory  in 
Spenser  is  of  so  indefinite  a  kind,  that  it  affords  ample  scope 
for  tlie  most  fantastic  ingenuity  of  exposition;  and  tiie  extent 
to  which  a  resemblance  will  be  traced  between  tlie  seen  and 
tlie  unseen  will  depend  upon  the  character  of  each  individual 
mind.  One  will  see  a  whale,  and  anotlier  a  weasel,  in  what, 
to  a  common  eye,  is  but  a  summer's  cloud.  Indeed,  such  of  my 
readers  as  have  the  "shaping  power  of  imagination"  in  any 
considerable  degree,  will  probably  regard  any  explanation  of  tlie 
allegory  as  superfluous  and  uncalled  for,  like  "This  is  a  horse," 
at  tlie  bottom  of  tlie  picture ;  but,  in  a  popular  edition  of  Spenser, 
tlie  subject  could  hardly  be  passed  over  in  silence ;  as,  on  tlie 
other  hand,  it  ought  not  to  be  pursued  to  exhaustion. 

One  word  more  upon  this  point  It  appears  to  me  that  tlie 
commentators  upon  Spenser  have  disturbed  themselves  more 
about  tlie  allegory  than  was  necessary  or  desirable.  It  has 
been  a  kind  of  bugbear  —  a  vague  image  of  terror  brooding 
over  "The  Faerie  Qucene,"  and  deterring  many  from  ever 
attempting  its  perusal.  To  borrow  a  lively  expression  of 
Ilazlitt's,  "they  are  afraid  of  the  allegory,  as  if  tliey  thought 
it  would  bite  them."  But,  though  it  be  an  allegorical  poem, 
it  is  only  so  to  a  certain  extent,  and  to  a  limited  degree.  The 
poet  starts  witli  g'ving  form  and  substance  to  certain  abstractions 
of  tlie  mind ;  but,  as  he  goes  on,  and  kindles  with  tlic  progress 
of  the  narrative,  he  eitlier  forgets  or  voluntarily  departs  from 
tlie  allegorical  character.  It  is  Sir  Guyon  or  Britomart,  the 
Djan  or  the   woman,  with    senses,  organs,  dimensions,  that  he 
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is  thinking  of,  and  not  Temperance  or  Chastity.  The  interest, 
too,  which  the  reader  feels,  is  a  warm  flesh-and-blood  interest, 
not  in  the  delineation  of  a  virtue,  but  in  the  adventures  of  a 
knight  or  lady.  It  is  Una  —  the  trembling,  tearful  woman — ■ 
for  whom  our  hearts  are  moved  Avith  pity,  and  not  forsaken 
Truth.  We  may  fairly  doff  the  allegory  aside,  and  let  it  pass, 
and  the  poem  will  lose  little  or  nothing  of  its  charm.  The 
grand  procession  of  stately  and  beautiful  forms,  the  chivalrous 
glow,  the  stirring  adventures,  the  noble  sentiments,  the  picturesque 
descriptions,  the  delicious  poetry,  would  all  be  left  unimpaired. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  his  review  of  Todd's  Spenser,  from  wliich 
we  have  before  quoted,  regrets  that  more  has  not  been  done 
to  explain  Spenser's  historical  allusions,  and  says  that  "The 
ingenuity  of  a  conmientator  would  have  been  most  usefully 
employed  in  deciphering  what,  'for  avoiding  of  jealous  opinions 
and  misconstructions,'  our  author  did  not  choose  to  leave  open 
to  the  contemporary  reader."  Still,  I  cannot  but  tliink  tliat 
the  general  reader,  especially  on  this  side  of  the  water,  loses 
little  or  nothing  by  his  ignorance  of  allusions  to  the  forgotten 
events  and  obsolete  scandal  of  a  by-gone  age.  The  literary 
antiquarian  may  amuse  himself  in  ransacking  minute  clironicles 
and  family  histories  in  this  pursuit,  but  most  readers  will  feel 
indifferent  to  the  "  spoils  of  time "  which  may  reward  his  search. 
Who  can  have  mucli  interest  in  the  solution  of  the  questions 
whether  the  rebellion  of  the  O'Neals  be  imaged  in  tlie  episode 
of  tlie  babe  witli  bloody  hands,  in  the  Second  Book?  or  whether 
or  not  Sir  Satyrane  is  a  representative  of  Sir  John  Pcrrott? 
What  are  Sir  John  Perrott  and  the  rebellion  of  tlie  O'Neals 
to  us?  "Wliat's  Hecuba  to  him,  or  he  to  Hecuba?"  The 
obvious  allusions  are  not  to  be  mistaken ;  and  the  more  obscure 
ones  can  only  rest  upon  conjecture,  wliicli  may  or  may  not 
be  correct. 

The  author  of  the  Life  of  Spenser  prefixed  to  tiiis  edition 
remarks  with  truth,  tiiat  lie  has  been  more  talked  of  tlian  read, 
and  less  talked  of  tlian  he  really  deserves.  His  lias  been  one 
of  the  great  names  in  Englisii  literature;  but  Sliakspearc  and 
Milton  have  liad  twenty  readers  where  he  has  luid  one.  He 
was  dcticient  in  some  of  tiie  qualities  essential  to  a  poet  of  tlie 
very  first  ordcM-;   but  those  which  lie  did  liavo,  ho  liad  in  their 
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hipliost  doR-rop.  Ho  Jiad  not  Uint  vancty  of  power  which 
belonged  to  Shakspciirc  bo  prci-mincntly,  and,  in  an  inlurior 
degree,  to  Chaucer,  who,  but  for  liis  antiquated  diction,  would 
rank  next  to  Shakspoure  in  |K)piiliirity,  tin  he  does  in  univereality. 
Wo  look  ill  vuin  in  "'J'he  Fjifrie  Uiieene"  for  floshea  of  wit 
and  Imiiior,  for  jirofuiind  obsenationa  on  life  and  nianiiers,  for 
tlio  v.iricd  liglita  aiid  Hhadcs  of  character,  or  tlic  i)ung«;iit  flavor 
of  s:itii<'.  "Nor  has  he  that  vivi3  energy  of  passion ^whioJi 
conci'iitnitcs  a  world  of  meaning  into  a  few  burning  worda, 
and  pciiL'lratC3  to  tlic  heart's  core  witli  tJie  quick,  irresistiblo 
energy  of  lightning.  His  poetry  is  a  pure  creation  of  tJie 
fancy.  He  transports  us  into  an  ideal  world,  in  which  shapes 
of  perfect  beauty  and  grace  are  contrasted  witli  forms  of  hideous 
or  loathsome  deformity.  We  walk  upon  a  new  earth,  and 
beneath  a  new  heaven,  where  tJie  light  that  shines  is  a  "light 
that  never  was  on  sea  or  land."  "The  Faerie  Queene"  is 
the  delight  of  imaginative  youth,  and  of  men  who  have  preserved 
in  maniiood  tlie  freshness  of  early  feeling,  and  ceased  not  "to 
reverence  tlie  dreams  of  their  youth."  The  petrifying  influence 
to  which  all  men  engaged  in  the  struggles  and  toils  of  active 
life  are  exposed,  and  to  which  so  many  of  tliem  yield,  destroys 
all  relish  for  the  tranquil  and  passionless  beauty  of  Spenser's 
muse.  He  who,  at  forty,  reads  "The  Faerie  Queene"  with 
aa  much  delight  as  at  twenty,  is  pretty  sure  to  be  a  wise  and 
a  happy  man. 

Spenser,  in  his  poetical  character,  belongs  to  tlie  same  class 
as  IMilton  and  Wordsworth,  and  not  as  Shakspeare.  He_  im- 
presses his  own  image  upon  tlie  creations  of  Lis  muse.  His 
poetry  is  marked  with  the  peculiarities,  and  tinged  with  the 
hues,  of  his  own  personal  nature.  He  is  not  one  "vdio  looks 
at  tilings  ab  extra,  and  points  them  out  to  us  exactly  as  tliey 
are.  He  does  not  "hold  tlie  mirror  up  to  nature,"  but  permits 
us  to  see  it  through  the  medium  of  his  own  mind.  TJie  same 
atmos])liere  of  sensibility  and  mild  melancholy  hangs  over  all 
that  he  has  wTitten.  The  heart  of  the  man  beats  tlirough  the 
lines  of  tlie  poet  He  animates  his  creations  by  transfusing 
nis  own  soul  into  them ;  and  in  "  The  Faerie  Queene "  he  has 
unconsciously  drawn  his  own  character.  Herein  we  may  discern 
anotlier  reason  for  its  limited  popularity. 
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He  had  evidently  a  high  opinion  of  his  owti  art,  and  felt 
for  poetry  itself  that  respect  witliout  wJiich  no  man  can  be 
a  poet.  With  him,  it  was  not  a  pastime,  or  a  relief  from 
graver  employments,  but  was  itself  the  great  business  of  his 
life.  To  tliis  he  dedicated  the  entire  faculties  of  his  mind, 
in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  his  manhood.  He  approached  the 
composition  of  "The  Faerie  Queene"  with  a  seriousness  of 
resolve  not  unlike  that  solemn  mood  of  mind,  in  which  Milton 
has  told  us  that  he  himself  meditated  upon  the  plan  of  "  Paradise 
Lost."  He  brought  to  his  task  a  native  vein  of  genius,  enriched 
by  a  life  of  mingled  study  and  observation,  retirement  and 
action ;  and  the  subject  which  he  selected,  by  its  very  departure 
from  the  formal  epic  model,  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
fanciful  and  romantic  character  of  his  mind.  Of  the  creative 
poAver,  "  tlie  vision  and  the  faculty  divine,"  wliich  is  so  paramount 
an  ingredient  in  the  composition  of  poetical  genius,  he  had  a 
large  share.  Bon-owing  freely  from  other  poets,  and  drawing 
abundantly  upon  the  copious  stores  of  both  classical  and  romantic 
literature,  he  is  yet  every  where  original,  and  never  a  servile 
imitator.  Few  poems,  indeed,  have  a  more  undoubted  claim 
to  the  character  of  original  than  "The  Faerie  Queene."  It 
flows,  warm  and  glowing,  from  tlie  poet's  heart.  It  is  a  creation, 
and  not  a  manufacture.  Its  great  and  obvious  merits  are, 
luxuriance  and  splendor  of  description,  and  elaborate  melody 
of  versification.  As  a  dQ,^criptiYQ  ppety,§pfjgf}yi,|hns  nnvor  lippn.. 
excelled.  IIcAvas  himself,  evidently,  a  man  of  groat  dclicacv 
atioii,   .-Ml,!    ii:'iiiiilniisly  sensitive-  to    all     iciiuv-sioii.s 


of   organization,    .-mi.!    I  i^iniilniisly 

of  beauty,  and  cndnwid,  imi/with  a  painter's  actui   i  >,    nf  cyo 
and    nerc<'|ili(in    of   runus.      lie    is    sumciently    niinu'.'    to    be    \  ^. V 
picturesque,  and  yet  leavi  ;  MHnrtliiiio-  c.r  dn'   i  i  >  do.  ^(  \i 

Thnrn  i.i  nn  Rmslc,.<^^CTi"   "i'i'ii  « iKur.rirn.,-    .,  -    -       i  ^'UQJii--/ 
so  exactly  as  vivLdni.-::!.     liis    v.  u;Lllli  oi'    laa;4-uagjL:..  iiiiaJjLLeil,JijIB 
tQU'Cprpiluce  injKJcUj  t]4g„..ll'rvi(l  in^'i  •■'"'  -"'■  .■'■.,,-,.i,ti,,!i:3  of  his 
own  mind.     His   portraits   arc    I'lM  ^uid   llie 

voTcTTJT^and  bldoin  of  luri  Liudscupc^s  Ciiil  n^)  Iji/tore.  LUu  rcaJci-'s 
mind  the  dewy  IVcshucsd  oi"  y,  morning  in  Jiiuo.  Tpon  his 
more  elaborate  pictures,  as  that  of  the  Bower  of  Bliss,  in  tlie 
Second  Book,  he  lavishes  a  careless  prodigality  of  power,  which 
shows  his  own   confidence   in  tlie  boundless  extent  of  his  in- 
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tollcctiml  roHourcoB.  Such  p»ui«n(fp«  remind  ub  of  the  uplendors  of 
♦ropical  sconory,  whore  Uie  ffrtility  of  the  Hoil  iiianifeKtB  ibjclf  in 
tJic  grnndoHt  mid  wildcHt  f(jnim  of  \ojsvliMn  lifr,  and  wJierc  the 
rnnssivf'ni'Srt  of  tin'  forfst  folin^n  and  tlif  Inif.s  nnd  odors  of  iinnum- 
bcrod  flowers  iiliko  aMnst  tJi«;  profiiHion  AvitJi  which  Uio  wcalUi  of 
nritiire  has  horn  i)oiin'd  oiiL 

tJpcuscr'a  extraordinary  ponr--  -  f  .,  r_  n.-.i,..,, 
ono  wlio  has  over  rend  i  ■  n 
The  stanza  whirli  ho  first  iikkI'-  u-'-  "I,  ami  "li 
iiis  name,  is  rnpable  of  great  oxprossion,  and 
adapted  to  every  form  of  poetical  composition;  but  it  is  also  one 
of  much  difficulty,  and  not  easily  managed  by  an  inferior  artist 
Its  fulness  and  richness,  its  flowing  melody,  and  tlie  stately 
cndence  with  which  it  closes,  commend  it  to  tlie  ear  by  the  varied 
music  of  whicli  it  is  susceptible,  and  to  the  mind  by  tlie  breadth 
and  expansion  which  can  be  given  to  tlie  images  and  sentiments 
expressed  by  it  But  it  is  apt  to  become  languid  and  monotonous 
in  its  mechanical  execution,  and  to  dilute  the  tliought  or  illustra- 
tion to  a  wearisome  extent,  in  order  to  make  it  reach  through  the 
whole  nine  lines.  As  Spenser  was  the  first  to  make  use  of  this 
stanza,  ho  has  also  been  by  far  the  most  successful ;  and  of  the 
many  who  have  been  led  by  his  example  to  adopt  it,  no  one  has 
equalled,  and  few  have  approached  him.  One  cannot  but  wonder 
at  the  power  with  which,  to  the  end  of  so  long  a  poem,  he  sustains 
tliis  difficult  form  of  versification,  and  pours  forth  stanza  after 
stanza,  without  fatigue  and  apparently  witiiout  effort.  His  wings 
never  flag  for  a  moment,  and  his  verso  flows  with  unbroken  ease 
and  sweetness  to  tlie  last.  His  power  of  versification  is  most 
conspicuous  in  tliose  level  passages,  which  have  no  otlier  object 
than  to  carry  on  the  story,  and  where  the  higher  faculties  of  the 
poet  are  not  called  into  play.  In  these,  the  stanzas  are  so  flowing 
and  graceful,  that  we  perceive  little  or  no  departure  from  the 
natural  order  of  the  words  ;  no  tacit  recognitions  of  tlie  difficulty  of 
the  task,  appearing  in  the  fonn  of  harsh  inversions,  labored  trans- 
positions, and  clumsy  parentheses.  Lord  Eldon  is  said  to  have 
amused  himself  with  making  tlie  ballad  of  Chevy  Chase  the 
foundation  of  a  bill  in  equity,  arid  we  have  no  doubt  tliat  Spenser 
could  have  versified  the  dullest  and  driest  bill  in  equity  that  ever 
was  drafted.     The  only  trophies  wrung  from  him  by  tlie  difficulties 
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of  his  stanza  are  verbal  ones.  For  tlie  rhyme's  sake,  he  occasion- 
ally misspells  words,  as  retrate.  for  retreat,  fieare  for  haii;  &c. ;  or 
coins  new  ones,  as  wonderment,  hcibitaunce,  &c. ;  or  introduces 
them  from  a  foreign  tongue,  as  viznomie,  mesprise,  &c.  To  this 
cause,  also,  many  of  his  Latinisms  are  to  be  attributed.  With 
these  exceptions,  his  style  is  remarkable  for  its  idiomatic  purity ; 
and  no  one  can  flatter  himself  that  he  has  mastered  the  wealth  of 
the  English  tongue,  who  has  not  devoted  his  days  and  nights  to 
tlie  poetry  of  Spenser. 

The  world  has  seen  so  many  instances  of  poetical  genius 
without  moral  feeling,  that  we  derive  peculiar  pleasure  from 
seeing  them  combined,  as  in  Spenser.  His  poetry  has  that  crown- 
ing merit,  which  flows  from  the  purity  and  elevation  of  the  moral 
nature.  He  was  obviously  a  good  man  as  well  as  a  great  poet; 
a  tender  husband,  an  afl^ectionate  father,  faithful  in  friendship, 
of  generous  sentiments,  free  from  envy  and  malignity,  of  a  pure 
life  and  conversation,  and  sincerely  religious.  His  mind  was 
deeply  imbued  with  religious  principle,  and  glowed  with  devo- 
tional fervor.  He  had  evidently  been  a  profound  student  of  tlie 
Scriptures ;  and  no  poet,  except  Milton,  has  ^J^awn  so  largely  from 
their  sublitne  and"  beautiful  imagery.  Hjs  sousibjiitj',,.aiiil^^ie 
warmth  of  nis  afltections  arc  continually  manifesting  themselves  in 
the  most  touching  .fojxns.  His  dignity  of  sentiment  is  among  the 
most  conspicuous  of  his  literary  excellences.  His  noble  nature 
finds  its  most  congenial  employment  in  the  contemplation  of  those 
qualities  whicli  most  ennoble  and  exalt  humanity  ;  and  no  poet  has 
left  more  inspiriting  exliortations  to  the  liabitual  practice  of  them. 
His  extravagant  admiration  of  warlike  prowess,  and  tlie  perpetual 
clash  of  arms  wliich  sounds  tlirough  "  The  Faerie  Queene,"  are 
caught  from  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  wliicli  was 
illumined  witli  the  dying  glories  of  chivalry,  and  in  which  so  many 
of  the  most  intellectual  men,  such  as  Sir  Philip  Sidney  and  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  were  successful  soldiers.  The  same  apology  is 
to  be  offered  for  those  few  passages  in  which  pictures  are  pre- 
sented to  us  over  which  the  decorum  of  modern  times  would  draw 
a  veil.  In  these,  however,  he  oflends  merely  against  good  taste 
and  a  refined  sense  of  propriety,  and  never  against  good  morals. 
He  never  panders  to  a  base  appetite,  or  proscnt.s  an  image  for  tlio 
obvious  purpose   of  inflaming.     Such   passages   diflor  iVoui  tlio 
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covert  form  in  which  licontioiisnofM  is  insinuntcd  in  many  modem 
pooniH,  lui  Uic  nakoil  mujcuty  of  Diana  (lilTcrn  from  tJic  voluptuous 
undrcas  of  AHpiiHia. 

It  c'wi'H  mo  plonsuro,  in  concludinfj  liicsc  OliHonationfl  upon 
"The  Tuorio  (iuoono,"  to  cilo  t)ic  f(ivr)rable  tcHtiiiiony  of  one  of 
tlie  most  poniiil  nnd  di.srriininatinjf  critics  of  our  time  —  Sir  James 
Mackintuah  —  a  man  oh  remarkable  for  tlio  strco^i  as  tlic  deli- 
cacy of  hirt  understundinp ;  whoso  judg-ment  ia  entitled  to  peculiar 
weif^lit  from  tlio  fact  tiiat  liis  tempcnunent  was  not  a  highly  poetical 
one,  and  that  his  professional  pursuits  and  favorite  studies  were 
rcmoto  from  the  sliadowy  realms  of  iniajrination.  In  a  diary  kept 
by  liim  on  liis  voyage  from  India  to  J'.n^land,  he  makes  the 
followinf^  cntrj':  —  "I  have  finished  'The  Faerie  Queene.'  I 
never  parted  from  a  long  poem  with  so  much  regret.  He  is  a 
poet  of  a  most  musical  ear — of  a  tender  heart  —  of  a  peculiarly 
Boft,  rich,  fertile,  and  flowery  fancy.  His  verse  always  flows  with 
ease  and  nature,  most  abundantly  and  sweetly;  his  diflusion  is  not 
only  pardonable  but  agreeable.  Grandeur  and  energy  are  not  hia 
characteristic  qualities.  He  seems  to  me  a  most  genuine  poet, 
and  to  be  justly  placed  after  Shakspeare  and  Milton,  and  above  all 
other  English  poets." 


THE 
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TO   THE    MOST   HIGH   MIGHTIE    AND    MAGNIFICENT 

EMPRESSE 

RENOWMED    FOR    PIETIE    VERTVE    AND    ALL 
GRATIOVS    GOVERN^IENT 

ELIZABETH 

BY   THE    GRACE    OF    GOD    QVEENE    OF    ENGLAND 

FRAVNCE    AND    IRELAND    AND    OF    VIRGINIA, 

DEFENDOVR    OF    THE    FAITH    &£C. 

HER    MOST    HUMBLE    SERVAUNT 

EDMVND   SPENSER 

DOTH    IN    ALL    HUMILITIE 

DEDICATE    PRESENT    AND    CONSECRATE 

THESE    HIS    LjVBOVRS 

TO   LIVE   WITH   THE    ETERNITIE    OF    HER   F/V-ME. 


A   LETTER   OF  THE  AUTHOR'S, 

EXPOUNDING    HIS     WHOLE    INTENTION     IN    THE     COURSE    OP 
THIS    WORKE  ;     WHICH,    FOR    THAT    IT    GIVETH    GREAT 
LIGHT    TO    THE    READER,    FOR     THE    BETTER   UN- 
DERSTANDING    IS     HEREUNTO     ANNEXED. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  NOBLE  AND  VALOROUS 

SIR  WALTER   RALEIGH,  knight, 

LO.     WARDEIN     OF     THE     STANNERYES  AND     HER    MA- 

lESTIES     LIEFTENAUNT     OF     THE     COUNTY     OF 

CORNEWAYLL. 

Sir,  knowing  how  doubtfully  all  Allegories  may  be  con- 
strued, and  this  Booke  of  mine,  which  I  have  entituled 
"  The  Faeiy  Queene,"  being  a  continued  Allegoiy,  or  darke 
Conceit,  I  have  thought  good  as  well  for  avoyding  of  gealous 
opinions  and  misconstnictions,  as  also  for  your  better  light 
in  reading  thereof,  (being  so  by  you  commanded,)  to  dis- 
cover unto  you  the  general  intention  and  meaning,  which  in 
the  whole  couree  thereof  I  have  fashioned,  without  expressing 
of  any  particular  purposes,  or  by-accidents,  ihcri'in  occa- 
sioned. The  general  enu  therefore  of  all  tlie  Book(^  is  to 
fashion  a  gentleman  or  noble  person  in  vertuous  and  gentle 
discipline :  which  for  that  I  conceived  shoulde  be  most  plau- 
1* 


b  A  ia:tvi:h  or  tiik  ai  tiioii  s. 

sihli;  and  j)lfa.siii;L;,  beiii;^  ccjlcmrinl  wiili  an  IiLsloric.al  fiction, 
llio  which  the  most  part  of  men  ddii^ht  to  read,  rather  for 
variety  of  inatlrr  then  for  ])n)fite  of  the  ensainple,  I  chose 
the  Historye  of  Kin;f  Arthnre,  as  most  fitte  for  the  excellen- 
cy of  iiis  person,  hrmg  made  famous  by  many  mens  former 
workcs,  and  also  furthest  from  the  daunjjer  of  envy,  and 
suspition  of  present  time.  In  wliich  I  have  followed  all  the 
antique  poets  historicall  ;  fii-st  llomere,  who  in  the  persons 
of  Agamciiinoii  and  Ulysses  hath  ensamph-d  a  good  gov- 
omour  and  a  vertuous  man,  the  one  in  his  Uias,  the  other  in 
his  Odysscis  ;  then  Virgil,  whose  like  intention  was  to  doe 
in  the  person  of  jEneas  ;  after  him  Ariosto  comprised  them 
hoth  in  his  Orlando  ;  and  lately  Tasso  dissevered  ihom  again, 
and  foimcd  both  parts  in  two  persons,  namely  that  part 
which  they  in  philosophy  call  Ethicc,  or  vertues  of  a  private 
man,  coloured  in  his  Rinaldo  ;  the  other  named  PoUticc  in 
his  Godfn?do.  By  ensainple  of  which  exccllente  poets,  I 
labour  to  })ourtraict  in  Arthure,  before  he  was  king,  the 
image  of  a  brave  Knight,  perfected  in  the  twelve  private 
Morall  Vertues,  as  Aristotle  hath  devised  ;  the  wliicli  is  the 
purpose  of  these  first  twelve  bookes  :  which  if  I  finde  to  be 
well  accepted,  I  may  be  perhaps  encoraged  to  frame  the 
other  part  of  Polliticke  Vertues  in  his  person,  after  that  hee 
came  to  be  king.  To  some  I  know  this  methode  will  seem 
displeasaunt,  which  had  rather  have  good  discipline  delivered 
plainly  in  way  of  precepts,  or  sermoned  at  large,  as  they 
use,  then  thus  clowdily  enwrapped  In  allegorical  de^^ses. 
But  such,  me  seeme,  should  be  satisfide  with  the  use  of  these 
days,  seeing  all  things  accounted  by  their  showes,  and 
nothing  esteemed  of,  tliat  is  not  delightfuU  and  pleasing  to 
commune  sence.  For  this  cause  is  Xcnophon  preferred 
before  Plato,  for  that  the  one,  in  the  exquisite  depth  of  his 
iudgement,  formed  a  communewelth,  such  as  it  should  be  ; 
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but  the  otlier  in  the  person  of  Cyms,  and  the  Persians, 
fashioned  a  government,  such  as  might  best  be  ;  so  much 
more  profitable  and  gratious  is  doctrine  by  ensample,  then 
by  rule.  So  have  I  laboured  to  do  in  the  person  of  Arthure : 
whom  I  conceive,  after  his  long  education  by  Timon,  to 
whom  he  was  by  Merlin  delivered  to  be  brought  up,  so 
soone  as  he  was  borne  of  the  Lady  Igrayne,  to  have  seene 
in  a  dream  or  vision  the  Faery  Queene,  with  whose  ex- 
cellent beauty  ravished,  he  awaking  resolved  to  seeke  her 
out ;  and  so  being  by  INIerlin  armed,  and  by  Timon  throughly 
instructed,  he  went  to  seeke  her  forth  in  Faerye  land.  In 
that  Faery  Queene  I  meane  Glory  in  my  gcnerall  intention, 
but  in  my  particular  I  conceive  the  most  excellent  and 
glorious  person  of  our  soveraine  the  Queene,  and  her  king- 
dom in  Faery  Land.  And  yet,  in  some  places  els,  I  do 
otherwise  shadow  her.  For  considering  she  beareth  two 
persons,  the  one  of  a  most  royal  Queene  or  Empress,  the 
other  of  a  most  vertuous  and  beautifull  Lady,  this  latter  part 
in  some  places  I  doe  express  in  Belphoebe,  fashioning  her 
name  according  to  your  owne  excellent  conceipt  of  Cynthia  : 
Phcebe  and  Cynthia  being  both  names  of  Diana.  So  in 
the  person  of  Prince  Arthure  I  settc  forth  Magnificence  in 
particular ;  which  Vertue,  for  that  (according  to  Aristotle 
and  the  rest)  it  is  the  perfection  of  all  the  rest,  and  conteineth 
in  it  them  all,  therefore  in  the  whole  course  I  mention  die 
deeds  of  ArUiure  applyable  to  diat  Vertue,  which  I  Avrite  of 
in  that  Booke.  But  of  die  xii.  odier  Vertues,  I  make  xii. 
other  Knights  the  patrones,  for  the  more  variety  of  the 
history  :  Of  which  these  three  Bookes  contayn  three. 

The  first  of  the  Knight  of  the  Redcrosse,  in  whom  I 
expresse  Holynes  :  The  seconde  of  Sir  Guyon,  in  wiiome 
T  sette  forth  Tei)q>eraunce  :  The  third  of  Britoniartis  a  Lady 
Knight,  in  whouie  I  picture  Chastity.     But,  because  Uie  be- 
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ginning  of  ilu;  wliolc;  worku  sconielh  aljruj)lr  and  as  dcjM.-nding 
upon  othor  antrcedenLs,  it  needs  tliat  ye  know  the  orxasion 
of  these  three  Knights  scvendl  Adventures.  For  tlie  meth- 
odc  of  a  poet  historical  is  not  such,  as  of  an  historiographer. 
For  an  historiographiir  discourscdi  of  aflayrcs  orderly  as  they 
were  doiinc,  accounting  as  well  die  times  as  die  actions  ; 
hut  a  i)0('t  tlinistcdi  into  tlie  middest,  even  where  it  most 
roiucriirtli  him,  ;m(l  there  recoui-sing  to  the  thinges  forepaste, 
and  (li\liiiiiL:  of  thingis  to  come,  maketh  a  pleasing  analysis 
of  all. 

The  hcginning  therefore  of  my  Ilistoiy,  if  it  were  to  be 
told  by  an  historiographer,  should  be  the  twelfdi  Booke, 
which  is  the  last ;  where  I  devise  that  the  Faery  Queene 
kept  her  annual  feaste  xii.  days  ;  uppon  which  xii.  several] 
dayes,  the  occasions  of  the  xii.  severall  Adventures  hapned, 
which,  being  undertaken  by  xii.  severall  Knights,  are  in 
these  xii.  Bookes  sev*ei-ally  handled  and  discoursed.  The 
fii-st  was  this.  In  die  beginning  of  die  feast,  diere  present- 
ed huiiselfe  a  tall  clownishe  younge  man,  who  falling  before 
the  Queene  of  Faeries  desired  a  boone  (as  the  manner 
dicn  was)  which  during  that  feast  she  might  not  refuse  ; 
which  was  that  hee  might  have  the  atchievement  of  any 
Adventure,  which  during  that  feaste  should  happen.  That 
being  graunted,  he  rested  him  on  the  floore,  unfitte  through 
his  msticity  for  a  better  place.  Soone  after  entred  a  faire 
Ladye  in  mourning  weedes,  riding  on  a  white  asse,  with  a 
Dwarfe  behind  her  leading  a  warlike  steed,  diat  bore  the 
amis  of  a  Knight,  and  his  speare  in  the  Dwai-fes  hand. 
Shee,  falling  before  the  Queene  of  Faeries,  complaynd  that 
her  fatlier  and  modier,  an  ancient  King  and  Queene,  had 
bene  by  an  huge  Dragon  many  years  shut  up  m  a  brasen 
Castle,  who  thence  suffred  them  not  to  yssew :  and  there- 
fore besought  the  Faerie  Queene  to  assygne  her  some  one 
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of  her  Knights  to  take  on  him  that  exployt.  Presently 
that  clownish  person,  upstarting,  desii-ed  that  Adventure : 
whereat  the  Queene  much  wondermg,  and  the  Lady  much 
gainesaying,  yet  he  earnestly  importuned  liis  desii'e.  In 
the  end  the  Lady  told  him,  that  unlesse  that  annour  which 
she  brought,  would  serve  liim  (that  is,  the  annour  of  a 
Clirislian  man  specified  by  St.  Paul,  vi.  Ephes.)  that  he 
could  not  succeed  in  that  enterprise  :  which  being  forthwith 
put  upon  him  with  dew  furnitures  thereunto,  he  seemed  the 
goodliest  man  in  al  that  company,  and  was  well  liked  of 
the  Lady.  And  eftesoones^  taking  on  him  knighthood,  and 
mounting  on  that  straunge  courser,  he  went  forth  with  her  on 
that  Adventure  :  where  beginneth  the  first  Booke,  viz. 

A  gentle  Knight  was  pricking  on  the  playne,  &c. 

The  second  day  there  came  in  a  Palmer  bearing  an 
Infant  with  bloody  hands,  whose  parents  he  complained  to 
have  bene  slayn  by  an  Enchauntresse  called  Acrasia  :  and 
therefore  craved  of  the  Faery  Queene,  to  appoint  him 
some  Knight  to  perfonne  that  Adventure  ;  which  being 
assigned  to  Sir  Guyon,  he  presently  went  forth  with  that 
same  Palmer :  which  is  tlie  beginning  of  the  second  Booke, 
and  the  whole  subiect  thereof  The  thu-d  day  there  came 
in  a  Groomc,  who  complained  before  the  Faery  Queene, 
that  a  vile  Enchaunter,  called  Busirane,  had  in  hand  a  most 
fau-e  Lady,  called  Amoretta,  whom  he  kept  in  most  griev- 
ous torment,  because  she  would  not  yield  Imn  the  pleasure 
of  her  body.  Whereupon  Sh-  Scudamom-,  the  lover  of  that 
Lady,  presently  tooke  on  him  that  Adventure.  But  being 
unable  to  perfomie  it  by  reason  of  the  hard  enchauntments, 
after  long  soitow,  in  the  end  met  witli  Britomaitisj  who 
succoured  him,  and  reskewed  liis  Love. 

*  ^ftcsoones,  inunediatcly. 
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JJiit,  liy  CK;r.a.sion  iHTtof,  many  olluT  Adventures  arc 
intcnnt'dlcil  ;  hut  ratlu-r  as  accidents  llien  intendments  :  as 
the  IjOVc  of  Hrilomart,  the  Overtliixjw  of  Marinell,  the 
Misery  of  Florimell,  the  Vertuousntrs  of  B<,'lj)lKi;be,  the 
LasriviousiK'S  of  Hellt-nora  ;  and  many  the  Hke. 

Thus  much,  Sir,  1  have  hriefly  overronne  to  direct  your 
undfi-slandiii^  to  the  wel-head  of  the  History  ;  tliat,  from 
thence  gathering  the  whole  intention  of  the  conceit,  ye 
may  as  iii  a  handful  gripe  al  the  discourse,  which  otherwise 
may  happily  seem  tedious  and  confused.  So,  humbly 
craving  the  continuance  of  your  honourable  favour  towards 
me,  and  th'  etemall  establishment  of  your  happines,  I  hum- 
bly take  leave. 

23.  January  1589. 

Yours  most  humbly  affectionate, 

Ed.  Spenser. 


VERSES 

ADDRESSED   TO  THE   AUTHOR. 


[The  first  of  these  commendatory  poems  is  by  Sir  Walter  RaleigJi, 
and  is  in  a  fine  strain  of  exaggerated  comphment.  The  second  is 
by  the  same  author,  and  is  a  specimen  of  the  adulation  addressed 
to  Queen  Elizabeth  by  her  courtiers.  The  third  is  by  Spenser's 
friend,  Gabriel  Harvey.  The  names  of  the  authors  of  the  remain- 
ing four  have  baffled  the  researches  of  modern  commentators.] 


A  Vision  upon  this  Conceipt  of  the  Faery  Queene. 

Me  thought  I  saw  the  grave  where  Laura  lay,* 
Within  that  Temple  where  the  vestall  flame 
Was  wont  to  bume  ;  and  passing  by  that  way 
To  see  that  buried  dust  of  living  fame, 
Whose  tomb  faire  Love,  and  fairer  Virtue  kept ; 
All  suddeinly  I  saw  the  Faery  Queene  : 
At  whose  approch  the  soule  of  Petrarke  wept, 
And  from  thenceforth  those  Graces  were  not  scene  ; 
(For  they  this  Queene  attended  ;)  in  whose  steed 
Oblivion  laid  him  down  on  Lauras  herse  : 
Hercat  the  hardest  stones  were  scene  to  bleed. 
And  grones  of  buried  ghostes  the  hevcns  did  perse : 
Where  Homers  spright  did  tremble  all  for  griefe, 
And  curst  th'  accesse  of  that  celestiall  Theife. 

W.  R. 

•  "  Methought  I  saw  my  late  espoused  saint."  —  Miltok. 


13  VERSES    ADDRESSED 

Another  of  t lie  same. 

The  pniyst'.  of  meaner  wits  this  Worke  like  profit  hrings, 
As  (lolli  the  Cuckoes  song  delight  when  Fhiluinena  sings. 
If  thou  hast  formed  right  tnio  Vertues  face  herein, 
VeiHie  hei-selfe  can  best  discome  to  whom  they  written  bin. 
If  thou  hast  Beauty  praysd,  let  Her  sole  lookes  divine 
Ju(l;,'e  if  oni^^lii  therein  be  amis,  and  mend  it  by  Her  eine. 
If  Cliastitie  want  ought,  or  Teuii)f;raunce  her  dew, 
Behold  Her  Princely  mind  aright,  and  write  thyQucene  anew. 
JMeane  while  She  shall  perceive,  how  far  Her  vertues  sore 
Above  the  reach  of  all  that  live,  or  such  as  Nvrote  of  yore : 
And  thereby  will  excuse  and  favour  thy  good  will ; 
AVhose  vcitue  can  not  be  exprest  but  by  an  Angels  quill. 
Of  me  no  lines  are  lov'd,  nor  letters  are  of  price, 
(Of  all  which  speak  our  English  tongue,)  but  those  of  thy 
device.  ^y    R. 


To  the  Jeamed  Shepheard. 

*  CoLLTN,  I  see,  by  thy  new  taken  taske, 

Some  sacred  fury  hath  enricht  thy  braynes, 
That  leades  thy  Muse  in  haughty  verse  to  maske. 

And  loath  the  layes  that  longs  to  lowly  swaynes  ; 
That  liftes  thy  notes  fix»m  Shepheardcs  unto  Kinges  : 
So  like  the  lively  Larke  that  mounting  singes. 

Thy  lovely  Rosalinde  seemes  now  forlome  ; 

And  all  thy  gentle  flockes  forgotten  quight : 
Thy  chaunged  hart  now  holdes  thy  pypes  in  scome, 

Those  prety  pypes  that  did  thy  mates  delight ; 

•  In  these  verses  allusion  is  made  to  '•  The  Shepheards  Calender  " 
—  Spenser's  first  published  work,  in  which  he  speaks  of  himself  as 
Colin  Clout. 
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Those  trusty  mates,  that  loved  thee  so  well ; 
Whom  thou  gav'st  mirth,  as  they  gave  thee  the  bell.^ 

Yet,  as  thou  earst  with  thy  sweete  roundelayes 
Didst  stirre  to  glee  our  laddes  in  homely  bowers  ; 

So  moughtst  thou  now  in  these  refyned  layes 
Delight  the  daintle  eares  of  higher  powers. 

And  so  mought  they,  m  their  deepe  skanning  skill. 

Allow  and  grace  our  CoUyns  flowing  quill. 

And  faire  befall  that  Faery  Queene  of  thine ! 

In  whose  faire  eyes  Love  linct  with  Vertue  sittes  ; 
Enfusing,  by  those  bewties  fyers  divine, 

Such  high  conceites  into  thy  humble  wittes, 
As  raised  hath  poore  Pastors  oaten  reedes 
From  rusticke  tunes,  to  chaunt  heroique  deedes. 

So  mought  thy  Redcrosse  Knight  with  happy  hand 

Victorius  be  in  that  faire  Hands  right, 
(Which  thou  dost  vayle  in  type  of  Faery  land,) 

Elizas  blessed  field,  that  Albion  hight : 
That  shieldes  her  fricndes,  and  warrcs  her  mightie  foes. 
Yet  still  with  people,  peace,  and  plentie,  flowes. 

But,  ioUy  shcpheard,  though  with  pleasing  stile 
Thou  feast  the  humour  of  the  courtly  trayne  ; 

Let  not  conceipt  thy  settled  sence  beguile, 
Ne  daunted  be  through  envy  or  disdaine. 

Subiect  thy  doome  to  her  empyring  sprlght. 

From  whence  thy  Muse,  and  all  the  world,  takes  light. 

HOBYNOLL. 

'  Oave  thee  the  bdl,  gave  you  the  first  rank. 
VOL.    I.  2 
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I\\vuK  TliHiiiis  siri-aiiK;,  iluit  from  Liidds  stalely  lowne 

Uunst  paying  iribulc  to  the  ocean  seas, 

Let  all  tliy  Nyiiiplics  ami  Syn-ns  of  n.-nowne 

Be  silent,  wliyle  lliis  iirytlanc;  Orpheus  playes  : 

Nere  thy  sweet  banks  there  lives  that  sacred  Crowne, 

Whose  hand  strowes  paline  and  never-dying  bayes. 

Let  all  at  once,  with  thy  soft  murmuring  sownc, 

Present  her  with  this  worthy  Poets  prayes  : 

For  he  hath  taught  hye  drifts  in  Shepherdcs  weedes, 

And  dccpe  conceites  now  singes  in  Faeries  deedes. 

R.  S. 


Grave  Muses,  march  in  triumph  and  \\'ith  prayses ; 
Our  Goddesse  here  hath  given  you  leave  to  land ; 
And  biddes  this  rare  dispenser  of  your  graces 
Bow  downe  his  brow  unto  her  sacred  hand. 
Deserte  findes  dew  in  that  most  princely  doome, 
In  whose  sweete  brest  are  all  the  Muses  bredde  : 
So  did  that  great  Augustus  erst  in  Roome 
With  leaves  of  fame  adorn  his  Poets  hedde. 
Fdre  be  the  guerdon  of  your  Faeiy  Queene, 
Even  of  the  fairest  that  the  world  hath  scene ! 

H.  B. 


When  stout  Achilles  heard  of  Helens  rape. 
And  what  revenge  the  States  of  Greece  devis'd  ; 
Thinking  by  sleight  the  fatall  warres  to  scape, 
In  wonians  weedes  himsclfe  he  then  disguis'd : 
But  this  de\ise  Ulysses  soone  did  spy. 
And  brought  him  forth,  the  chaunce  of  warre  to  trj-. 
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When  Spenser  saw  the  fame  was  spredd  so  large, 
Through  Faery  land,  of  their  renow  ned  Queene  ; 
Loth  that  his  IVIuse  should  take  so  gi'eat  a  charge. 
As  in  such  haughty  matter  to  be  seene  ; 
To  seeme  a  Shepheard,  then  he  made  his  choice  ; 
But  Sidney  heard  him  sing,  and  knew  his  voice. 

And  as  Ulysses  brought  faire  Thetis  sonne 
From  his  retyred  life  to  menage  armes  : 
So  Spenser  was,  by  Sidney's  speaches,  wonne 
To  blaze  Her  fame,  not  fearing  fiiture  harmes : 
For  well  he  knew,  his  IVIuse  would  soone  be  tyred 
In  her  high  praise,  that  all  the  world  admu'ed. 

Yet  as  Achilles,  in  those  warlike  frayes, 

Did  win  the  palme  fi-om  all  the  Grecian  Peeres : 

So  Spenser  now,  to  his  immortal  prayse, 

Hath  wonne  the  laurell  quite  from  all  his  feeres.^ 

What  though  his  taske  exceed  a  humaine  witt ; 

He  is  excus'd,  sith  Sidney  thought  it  fitt. 

W.  L. 


To  looke  upon  a  worke  of  rare  devise 
The  which  a  workman  settoth  out  to  view, 
And  not  to  yield  it  the  deserved  prise 
That  unto  such  a  workmanship  is  dew. 

Doth  either  prove  the  iudgcmcnt  to  be  naught, 
Or  els  doth  shew  a  mind  with  envy  fi-aught. 

To  labour  to  commend  a  peece  of  worke, 
Wiiich  no  man  goes  about  to  discommend, 

'  Fccres,  companions. 
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Would  raise  a  jealous  douht,  that  there  did  lurke 
Soino  secret  douht  whereto  the  prayse  did  tend  : 
For  when  men  know  iho  gootlncs  of  the  wyne, 
'Tis  needless  for  th*;  Hoast  to  have  a  sygnc.* 

Thus  then,  to  shew  my  judgement  to  be  such 
As  can  discomc  of  colours  hlacke  and  white, 
As  alls^  to  free  my  mindc  from  envies  tuch, 
That  never  gives  to  any  man  his  right ; 
I  here  pronounce  this  workmanship  is  such 
As  that  no  pen  can  set  it  forth  too  much. 

And  thus  I  hang  a  garland  at  the  dore  ; 

(Not  for  to  shew  the  goodness  of  the  ware ; 

But  such  hath  beene  the  custome  heretofore, 

And  customes  very  hardly  broken  are  ;) 

And  when  your  tast  shall  tell  you  this  is  trew, 
Then  looke  you  give  your  Hoast  his  utmost  dew. 

Ignoto. 

*  Mis,  also. 
"  "  Good  wine  needs  no  bush."  —  Prov. 


VERSES 

ADDRESSED,   BY   THE    AUTHOR    OF    THE    FAERIE    ^UEENE, 
TO    SEVERAL    NOBLEMEN,    &C. 


[Most  of  these  noblemen,  &c.,  are  historical  personages,  respecting 
whom  the  curious  reader  will  find  information  in  common  histories 
and  biographies.] 


To  the  Right  Honourahle  Sir  Christopher  Haiton,  Lord 
high  Chauncelor  of  England,  fyc. 

Those  pmdcnt  heads,  that  with  their  counsels  wise 
Whylom  the  pilloui-s  of  th'  earth  did  sustaine, 
And  taught  ambitious  Rome  to  tyrannise 
And  in  the  neck  of  all  the  world  to  rajme  ; 

Oft  from  those  grave  aflaires  were  wont  abstaine, 
With  the  sweet  Lady  Muses  for  to  play  : 
So  Ennius  the  elder  Africane  ; 
So  Maro  oft  did  Cffisars  cares  allay. 

So  you,  great  Lord,  that  with  your  counsell  sway 
The  burdein  of  this  kingdom  mightily. 
With  like  dclightes  sometimes  may  eke  delay  ^ 
The  nigged  brow  of  careful!  Policy  ; 

And  to  these  ydle  rymes  lend  litle  space, 

Which  for  their  tides  sake  may  find  more  grace. 


2* 


E.  S. 

Delay,  smooth. 
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To  the  Jiiir/it  Ilunournliln   t/ir  Lortl   liurkii^h,  Tjord  hi'^fi 
'J'hn  asurrr  of  Kii^rldiuL 

To  you,  Right  iXoblu  IjonI,  vvliosc  carcfull  brest 
To  menage  of  most  grave  afTaires  is  bent ; 
And  on  whose  mightie  sliouldcrs  most  doth  rest 
The  burdein  of  this  kingdoine's  govcmemcnt, 

(As  the  wide  compasse  of  the  firmament 
On  Atlas  mightie  shoulders  is  upstayd,) 
Unfitly  I  these  ydle  rimes  present, 
The  labor  of  tost  time,  and  wit  unstayd  : 

Yet  if  their  deeper  sence  be  inly  wayd, 

And  the  dim  vele,  with  which  from  commune  vew 
Their  fairer  paits  are  hid,  aside  be  layd, 
Perhaps  not  vaine  they  may  appear  to  You. 

Such  as  they  be,  vouchsafe  them  to  receave, 

And  wipe  theii*  faults  out  of  your  censure  grave. 

E.  S. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earle  of  Oxenford,  Lord 
high  Chamherlayne  of  England,  ^c. 

Receive,  most  Noble  Lord,  in  gentle  gree,^ 

The  unripe  fmit  of  an  unready  wit ; 

Which,  by  thy  countenaunce,  doth  crave  to  bee 

Defended  from  foule  Envies  poisnous  bit. 
Which  so  to  doe  may  thee  right  well  befit, 

Sith  th'  antique  glory  of  tliine  auncestry 

Under  a  shady  vele  is  therein  writ. 

And  eke  thine  o^vne  long  li\Tng  memory, 
Succeeding  them  in  tme  Nobility  : 

And  also  for  the  love  which  thou  d©est  beare 

'  Gree,  faror. 
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To  th'  Heliconian  ymps,^  and  they  to  thee  ; 

They  unto  thee,  and  thou  to  them,  most  deare : 
Dcare  as  thou  art  unto  thyselfe,  so  love  ^ 
That  loves  and  honours  thee  ;  as  doth  behove. 

E.  S. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earle  of  Northumberland. 

The  sacred  Muses  have  made  alwaies  clame 
To  be  the  Nourses  of  Nobility, 
And  Registres  of  everlasting  fame. 
To  all  that  amies  professe  and  chevalry. 

Then,  by  like  right,  the  noble  Progeny, 

Which  them  succeed  in  fame  and  worth,  are  tyde 
T'  embrace  the  service  of  sweet  Poetry, 
By  whose  endevours  they  are  glorifide  ; 

And  eke  from  all,  of  whom  it  is  envide. 
To  patronize  the  authour  of  their  praise, 
Which  gives  them  life,  that  els  would  soon  have  dide. 
And  crownes  theu'  ashes  with  immortall  bales. 

To  thee  therefore.  Right  Noble  Lord,  I  send 

This  present  of  my  paines,  it  to  defend. 

E.  S. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earle  of  Cumberland. 

Redoubted  Lord,  in  whose  corageous  mind 
The  flowre  of  chevahy,  now  blossming  faire, 
Doth  promise  fniite  worthy  the  noble  kind 
Which  of  their  praises  have  left  you  the  haire ; 


'  Ymp.i,  ofTsprinfT. 
'  "  Him  "  is  understood  after  "  love. 
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To  you  lliis  Immljli;  pnscril  I  prepare, 
For  love  of  viTlue  and  of  martial  praise  ; 
To  which  though  nol)ly  ye  inclined  are, 
(As  goodlie  well  ye  shew'd  in  lale  assaies,)' 

Yet  hnive  ensample  of  long  passed  dales, 
In  which  trow  honor  ye  may  fashiond  see, 
To  like  desire  of  honor  may  ye  raise, 
And  fill  your  mind  with  mat^animitec. 

Receive  it,  Lord,  therefore  as  it  was  ment. 

For  honor  of  your  name  and  high  descent. 

E.  S. 

To  the   most   Honourable  and   excellent  Lord  the  Earle 

of  EsscT,  Great  Maistcr  of  the  Horse  to  her 

Highnesse,  and  Knight  of  the  Noble 

order  of  the  Garter,  ^c. 

Magnificke  Lord,  whose  vertues  excellent 

Doe  merit  a  most  famous  Poets  witt 

To  be  thy  living  praises  instmment ; 

Yet  doe  not  sdeigne  -  to  lett  thy  name  be  wntt 
In  this  base  Poeme,  for  thee  far  unfitt ; 

Nought  is  thy  worth  disparaged  thereby. 

But  when  my  Muse,  w^hose  fethers,  nothing  flitt, 

Doe  yet  but  flagg  and  lowly  learne  to  fly. 
With  bolder  wing  shall  dare  alofte  to  sty  ^ 

To  the  last  praises  of  this  Faery  Queene ; 

Then  shall  it  make  most  famous  memory 

Of  tliine  heroicke  parts,  such  as  they  beene  : 
Till  then,  vouchsafe  thy  noble  countenaunce 
To  their  first  labours  needed  furtheraunce. 

E.  S. 

»  Assaics,  proofs,  or  trials.        '  Sdci^ne,  disdain.        ^  Sty,  ascend. 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earle  of  Ormond  and 
Ossory. 

Receive,  most  Noble  Lord,  a  simple  taste 

Of  the  wilde  fruit  which  salvage  soyl  hath  bred  ; 
Which,  being  through  long  wars  left  almost  waste, 
With  brutish  barbarisme  is  overspredd  : 

And,  in  so  faire  a  land  as  may  be  redd,^ 
Not  one  Parnassus,  nor  one  Helicone, 
Left  for  sweete  Muses  to  be  harboured, 
But  where  thyselfe  hast  thy  brave  mansione  :  * 

There  indeede  dwel  faire  Graces  many  one,  . 
And  gentle  Nymphes,  delights  of  learned  wits ; 
And  in  thy  person,  without  paragone, 
All  goodly  bountie  and  tme  honour  sits. 

Such  therefore,  as  that  wasted  soyl  doth  yield, 

Receive,  dear  Lord,  in  worth,  the  fi-uit  of  barren  field. 
E.  S. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Charles  Howard, 

Lord  high  Admiral  of  England,  Knight  of  the 

Noble  order  of  the  Garter,  and  one  of 

her  Majestic' s  jprivie  Counscll,  ^c. 

And  ye,  brave  Lord,  whose  goodly  personage 
And  noble  deeds,  each  other  garnishing. 
Make  you  ensample,  to  the  present  age, 
Of  th'  old  herors,  whose  famous  oftspring 

The  antique  Poets  wont  so  much  to  sing ; 
In  this  same  Pageaunt  have  a  worthy  place, 

'  So  faire  a  land  as  may  he  redd,  i.  e.  as  fair  a  land  as  any  Uiat  con 
be  read  of. 

•  This  nobleman  lived  in  Ireland. 
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Silh  '  those  hu^e  casllns  of  Castilian  King, 
Tliat  vainly  tlireatned  kingdomcs  to  displace, 

Liko  flyinj;  doves  yo  did  boforc  you  chacc  ;  * 
And  lliat  proud  pc^ople,  woxen  insolent 
Through  many  victories,  didst  first  deface : 
Thy  praises  everlasting  monument 

Is  in  this  verse  engraven  semhlahly,- 

That  it  may  live  to  all  posterity. 

E. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  of  Ilunsdon,  high 
Chmnhcrlaine  to  her  Majesty. 

Renowmed  Lord,  that,  for  your  worthincsse 
And  noble  deeds,  have  your  deserved  place 
High  in  the  favour  of  that  Emperesse, 
The  worlds  sole  glory  and  her  sexes  grace ; 

Here  eke  of  right  have  you  a  worthie  place, 
Both  for  your  neames  to  that  Faerie  Queene,t 
And  for  your  owne  high  merit  in  like  cace : 
Of  which,  apparaunt  proofe  was  to  be  scene, 

When  that  tumultuous  rage  and  fearfull  deene  ^ 
Of  Noithernc  rebels  ye  did  pacify. 
And  their  disloiall  powTe  defaced  clene, 
The  record  of  enduring  memory. 

Live,  Ix)rd,  for  ever  in  this  lasting  verse. 

That  all  posteritie  thy  honor  may  reherse. 

E.  S. 

*  Sith,  since.         *  Scmblably,  with  resemblance.         ^  Deene,  din. 

*  Allusion  is  here  made  to  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  Armada, 
f  He  was  cousin  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 
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To  the  most  renowmed  and  valiant  Lord,  the  Lord  Grey 

of  Wilton,  Knight  of  the  Noble  order  of  the 

Garter,  ^c. 

Most  Noble  Lord,  the  pillor  of  my  life, 
And  Patrone  of  my  Muses  pupillage ; 
Through  whose  large  bountie,  poured  on  me  rife 
In  the  fii'st  season  of  my  feeble  age, 

I  now  doe  live  bound  yours  by  vassalage ; 
(Sith  nothing  ever  may  redeeme,  nor  reave  ^ 
Out  of  your  endlesse  debt,  so  sure  a  gage ;) 
Vouchsafe,  in  worth,  this  small  guift  to  receave, 

Which  in  your  noble  hands  for  pledge  I  leave 
Of  all  the  rest  that  I  am  tyde  t'  account : 
Rude  rymes,  the  which  a  rustick  Muse  did  weave 
In  savadge  soyle,  far  from  Pamasso  Mount, 

And  roughly  wrought  in  an  unlearned  loome : 

The  which  vouchsafe,  dear  Lord,  your  favourable  doome. 

^E.  S. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  of  Buckhurst,  one  of 
Her  Majestie^s  privie  Counsell. 

In  vain  I  thinke,  Right  Honourable  Lord, 
By  this  i\ide  rime  to  memorize  thy  Name, 
Whose  learned  Muse  hath  writ  her  owne  record 
In  golden  verse,  worthy  immortal  fame : 

Thou  much  more  fit  (were  Icasurc  to  the  same) 
Thy  gracious  Soverains  praises  to  compile, 

'  Reave,  take  or  roiisom. 
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And  her  imporiall  Majcstir;  to  frame 
In  loflit;  niiiiilxTs  and  licroickc  slile. 

But,  sitli  thou  iiiai-.t  not  so,  <;iv(:  l<.'ave  a  while 
To  hasiT  wit  his  j)()wcr  therein  to  spend, 
Whose  grosse  (iefaults  thy  daintic  pen  may  file/ 
And  vinadvbed  oversights  amend. 

But  evermore  vouchsafe,  it  to  maintaine 

A'minst  vile  Zoilus  hackbitings  vaine. 

E.  S. 


To  the  Right  Honourahh    Sir   Francis   IVahingham, 

Knight,  principall  Secretary  to  her  Majestie,  and 

one  of  her  honourable  privie   CounseU. 

That  Mantuane  Poets  incompared  ^  spirit, 
Whose  girland  now  is  set  in  highest  place, 
Had  not  Mecaenas,  for  his  worthy  merit, 
It  first  advaunst  to  great  Augustus  grace. 

Might  long  perhaps  have  lien  in  silence  bace, 
Ne  bene  so  much  admir'd  of  later  age. 
This  lowly  ]\Iuse,  that  learns  like  steps  to  trace, 
Flies  for  like  aide  unto  your  patronage, 

(That  are  the  great  ]Meca?nas  of  this  age. 
As  well  to  all  that  civil  artes  professe. 
As  those  that  are  mspir'd  with  martial  rage,) 
And  craves  protection  of  her  feeblenesse : 

Which  if  ye  yield,  perhaps  ye  may  her  rayse 

In  bigger  tunes  to  sound  your  living  prayse. 

E.  S. 

>  File,  smooth  or  polish.  *  Incompared,  incomparable. 
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To  the  Right  Nohle   Lord  and  most  valiaunt   Captaine, 
Sir  John  Norris,  Knight,  Lord  president  of  Mounstcr. 

Who  ever  gave  more  honourable  prize 

To  the  sweet  Muse  then  did  the  Martiall  crew, 
That  their  brave  deeds  she  might  immortahze 
In  her  shril  tromp,  and  sound  their  praises  dew  ? 

Who  then  ought  more  to  favour  her  then  you, 
Most  Noble  Lord,  the  honor  of  this  age. 
And  Precedent  of  all  that  armes  ensue  ? 
Whose  warlike  prowesse  and  manly  courage, 

Tempred  with  reason  and  advizement  sage, 
Hath  fild  sad  Belgicke  with  victorious  spoile ; 
In  Fraunce  and  Ireland  left  a  famous  gage  ; 
And  lately  shakt  the  Lusitanian  soile. 

Sith  then  each  where  thou  hast  disprcdd  thy  fame. 
Love  him  that  hath  eternized  your  Name. 

E.  S. 


To  the  Right  Noble  and  Valorous  Knight,  Sir  Walter 

Raleigh,  Lord  TVardcin  of  the  Stanneryes, 

and  Licftcnnnnt  of  CorncwaiJc. 

To  thee,  that  art  the  Sommers  Nightingale, 
Thy  soveraine  Goddesses  most  deare  delight. 
Why  doe  I  send  this  rusticke  Madrigale, 
That  may  thy  tuneful!  eare  unseason  quite  ? 

Thou  oiu'ly  fit  this  Argument  to  write, 

In  whose  high  thoughts  Pleasure  hath  built  her  Ijowrc, 
And  dainty  Love  learnd  sweetly  to  endite. 

TOL.    I.  3 
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My  rimes  I  know  unsavory  and  sovvre, 
To  last  the  strcanics  that,  like  a  golden  sliowrc, 

Flow  IroMi  tliy  fniiifiill  lic-ad  (jf  iliy  Ixive's  praise; 

Filter  perhaps  to  iliondcr  niartiall  stowre, 

Whenso  thee  list  thy  lofty  Muse  to  raise : 
Yet,  till  that  Thou  thy  Poeine  wilt  make  knownc, 
Let  thy  faire  Cinlhias  praises  be  thus  rudely  showne. 

E.  S. 


To  the  Right  Ilonourahle  and  most  vertuous  Lady,  the 
Countesse  of  Pembroke. 

Remembraunce  of  that  inost  heroicke  Spirit,* 
The  Hevens  piide,  the  glory  of  our  dales, 
^Vhich  now  triumpheth  (through  iinmortall  merit 
Of  his  brave  vertues)  crown'd  with  lasting  bales, 

Of  hevenlie  blis  and  everlasting  praies  ; 

Who  first  my  IMuse  did  lift  out  of  the  flore, 
To  sing  his  sweet  delights  in  lowlie  laies  ; 
Bids  me,  most  Noble  Lady,  to  adore 

His  goodly  image  living  evermore 

In  the  divine  resemblaunce  of  your  face ; 
Which  with  your  vertues  ye  embellish  more, 
And  native  beauty  deck  with  heavenly  grace : 

For  His,  and  for  your  owne  especial  sake. 

Vouchsafe  from  him  this  token  in  good  worth  to  take. 

E.  S. 

*  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  her  brother. 
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To   the  most  vertuous   and   heautifull  Lady,    the    Lady 
Carew. 

Ne  may  I,  without  blot  of  endless  blame, 
You,  fairest  Lady,  leave  out  of  this  place  ; 
But,  with  remembraunce  of  your  gracious  Name, 
(Wherewith  that  courtly  garlond  most  ye  grace 

And  deck  the  world,)  adome  these  verses  base : 
Not  that  these  few  lines  can  in  them  comprise 
Those  glorious  ornaments  of  hevenly  grace, 
Wlierewith  ye  triumph  over  feeble  eyes 

And  in  subdued  harts  do  tyranyse  ; 

(For  thereunto  doth  need  a  golden  quill 
And  silver  leaves,  them  rightly  to  devise  ;) 
But  to  make  humble  present  of  good  will : 

Which,  whenas  timely  meanes  it  purchase  may, 

In  ampler  wise  itselfe  will  forth  display. 

E.  S. 


2b  all  the  gratious  and  heautifull  Ladies  in  the  Court. 

The  Chian  Peincter,  when  he  was  requir'd 
To  pourtraict  Venus  in  her  perfect  hew  ; 
To  make  his  worke  more  absolute,  desir'd 
Of  all  the  fairest  Maides  to  have  the  vew. 

Much  more  me  needs,  (to  draw  the  semblant  trew, 
Of  Beauties  Queene,  the  worlds  sole  wonderment,) 
To  sharpe  my  sence  with  sundry  Beauties  vew, 
And  steale  from  each  some  part  of  ornament. 

If  all  the  world  to  sceke  I  ovcnvcnt, 
A  fairer  crew  yet  no  where  could  I  see 
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Then  llial  l)i:iv(-  Court  dotli  to  mine  cic  present ; 

That  llu!  \v()ii<rs  priilc  seemes  gathered  there  to  bee. 
Of  cacli  a  ])art  I  sloK;  by  cunnini^  ihcfte : 
Forgive  it  iiic,  faire  Dames,  silh  '  lesse  ye  liave  not  lefte. 

E.  S. 

'  Silh,  since. 


THE   FIRST   BOOK 


THE   FAERIE   QUEENE 

CONTAY>"ING 

THE    LEGEND    OF    THE    KNIGHT    OF     THE     RED    CROSSE,    OR 
OF    HOLINESSE. 

1. 

l_iO  !  I,  the  man  whose  Muse  whylome  did  maske, 
As  time  her  taught,  in  lowly  shepheards  weeds,  ^ 
Am  now  enforst,  a  fan-e  unfitter  taske, 
For  trumpets  steme  to  chaunge  mine  oaten  reeds, 
And  sing  of  Knights  and  Ladies  gentle  deeds  ; 
Whose  praises  having  slept  in  silence  long. 
Me,  all  too  meane,  the  sacred  Muse  areeds  ^ 
To  blazon  broade  cmongst  her  learned  throng : 
Fierce  wan'es  and  faithful  loves  shall  moralize  my  song. 

11. 
Help  then,  O  holy  virgin,  chiefe  of  nyne, 
Thy  weaker  novice  to  perform  thy  will ; 
Lay  forth  out  of  thine  everlasting  scryne  "^ 
The  antique  rolles,  which  there  lye  hidden  still, 
Of  Faerie  Knights,  and  fayrest  Tanaquill  * 

'    Weeds,  clothes.  *  JJrccJji,  teaclios. 

••  Scrj/nc,  (scriniuniy  Lat.,)  a  cabiiu-t  in  which  papers  were  ke|il. 

*  Tuntiqu'dl  is  aiiotlier  iiaiiie  fur  Ciloriaiia,  the  I'aerie  (iiiri-iie. 

3* 
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VV'lioiii  that  most  iioIjI*-  IJriton  IVince  so  long 
Sou;,'lit  through  the  world,  and  sufF-red  so  much  ill, 
That  I  must  rue  his  undeservtid  wrong : 
O,  ho]])c  thou  my  wcakc  wit,  and  sharpen  my  dull  long ! 

III. 
And  thou,  most  dreaded  impe  ^  of  highest  love, 
Faire  Venus  sonne,  that  with  thy  cruell  dart 
At  that  good  Knight  so  cunningly  didst  rove,^ 
That  glorious  fire  it  kindled  in  his  hart ; 
Lay  now  thy  deadly  heben  ^  bowe  apart, 
And,  with  thy  modier  mylde,  come  to  mine  ayde  ; 
Come,  both  ;  and  with  you  bring  triumphant  jVIart, 
In  loves  and  gentle  iollities  arraid, 
After  his  murdrous  spoyles  and  bloudie  rage  aUayd. 

IV. 
And  w  ith  them  eke,  O  Goddesse  heavenly  bright, 
Minour  of  grace  and  majestic  divine, 
Great  Ladie  of  the  greatest  isle,  whose  light 
Like  Phoebus  lampe  throughout  the  world  doth  shine, 
Shed  thy  faire  beames  into  my  feeble  eyne, 
And  raise  my  thoughtes,  too  humble  and  too  vile, 
To  thinke  of  that  true  glorious  type  of  thine, 
The  Argument  of  mine  afflicted  "*  stile  : 
The  which  to  heare  vouchsafe,  O  dearest  Dread,^  a  while. 

'  Impe,  descendant.         *  Rove,  shoot  with  a  rmer,  a  sort  of  arrow. 

3  Heben,  ebony.  *  Jifflicted,  low,  or  humble. 

*  Dread,  object  of  reverence. 
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CANTO   I. 

The  Patron  of  true  Holinesse 

Foule  Errour  doth  defeate ; 
Hypocrisie,  him  to  entrappe, 

Doth  to  his  home  entreate. 

I. 
A  GENTLE  Knight  was  pricking  on  the  plaine, 
Ycladd  ^  in  mightie  armes  and  silver  shielde, 
Wherein  old  dints  of  deepe  woundes  did  remaine, 
The  cmel  markes  of  many'  a  bloody  fielde ; 
Yet  annes  till  that  time  did  he  never  wield : 
His  angry  steedc  did  chide  his  foming  bitt, 
As  much  disdayning  to  the  curbe  to  yield  : 
Full  ioUy  ~  knight  he  seemd,  and  faire  did  sitt, 
As  one  for  knightly  giusts  ^  and  fierce  encounters  fitt. 
II. 
And  on  his  brest  a  bloodie  crosse  he  bore, 
The  deare  remembrance  of  his  dying  Lord, 
For  whose  sweete  sake  that  glorious  badge  he  wore, 
And  dead,  as  living  ever,  him  ador'd : 

•  Ycladd,  clad.         *  lolly,  handsome.         ^  Giusts,  tournaments. 


I.  1. — Jl  gentle  Knight.]  Spenser  comes  at  once  to  the  action  of 
tlie  poem,  and  describes  the  Red-cross  knight  as  having  already  entered 
upon  the  adventure  assigned  iiim  l)y  the  Faerie  Quoene,  wliich  was  to 
slay  tii<!  dragon  which  laid  waste  the  kingdom  of  Una's  father.  The 
Red-cross  knight  is  St.  George,  the  patron  saint  of  England,  and 
represents  holiness  or  Christian  purity,  and  is  clothed  in  the  "  whole 
armor  of  Ctod,"  described  by  St.  I'aul  in  tlie  sixlh  chapter  of  the 
E[)istle  to  the  Kpliesians. 
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Upon  his  sliicld  llic;  like  was  also  scorM, 
For  soveraiiic  hope,  which  in  his  helpe  he  Iiud. 
Right,  faithliill,  true  he  was  in  deetlc  and  word  ; 
But  of  his  (In-cn; '  did  siicmo  too  solemne  sad; 
Yet  notliing  did  lie  dread,  but  ever  was  ydrad.^ 

111. 

Upon  a  great  adventure  he  was  bond, 

That  greatest  Gloriana  to  iiini  gave, 

(That  greatest  glorious  qucene  of  Faerie  lond,) 

To  winne  him  woi-shippc,  and  her  grace  to  have, 

Which  of  all  earthly  thinges  he  most  did  crave : 

And  ever,  as  he  rode,  his  hart  did  earne  ^ 

To  prove  his  puissance  in  battell  brave 

Upon  his  foe,  and  his  new  force  to  leame ; 

Upon  his  foe,  a  Dragon  horrible  and  steame. 
IV. 
A  lovely  Ladie  rode  him  faire  beside, 
Upon  a  lowly  asse  more  white  then  snow ; 
Yet  she  much  whiter  ;  but  the  same  did  hide 
Under  a  vele,  that  whimpled  **  was  full  low  ; 
And  over  all  a  blacke  stole  shee  did  throw : 
As  one  that  inly  mournd,  so  was  she  sad, 
And  heavie  sate  upon  her  palfrey  slow ; 
Seemed  in  heart  some  hidden  care  she  had  ; 

And  by  her  in  a  line  a  milke-white  lambe  she  lad. 
V. 
So  pure  and  innocent,  as  that  same  lanibe, 
She  was  in  life  and  every  vertuous  lore  ; 
And  by  descent  from  royal  1  l}'nage  came 
Of  ancient  kinges  and  queenes,  that  had  of  vore 

'  Cheere,  air,  or  mien.  ^  Earne,  yearn. 

*  Ydrad,  dreaded.  *  IFhimpled,  gathered,  or  plaited. 
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Their  scepters  stretcht  from  east  to  westeme  shore, 
And  all  the  world  in  their  subjection  held  ;^ 
Till  that  infernal  Feend  with  foule  uprore 
Forwasted  all  their  land,  and  them  expeld ; 
Whom  to  avenge,  she  had  this  Knight  from  far  compeld. 

VI. 
Behind  her  fan'e  away  a  Dwarfe  did  lag, 
That  lasie  seemd,  in  being  ever  last, 
Or  wearied  with  bearino;  of  her  bag 
Of  needments  at  his  backe.     Thus  as  they  past. 
The  day  with  cloudes  was  suddeine  overcast, 
And  angry  love  an  hideous  stomie  of  raine 
Did  poure  into  his  lemans  lap  so  fast, 
That  everie  wight  to  shrowd  it  did  constrain  ; 
And  this  faire  couple  eke  to  shroud  themselves  were  fain.' 

VII. 
Enforst  to  seeke  some  covert  nigh  at  hand, 
A  shadie  grove  not  farr  away  they  spide, 
That  promist  ayde  the  tempest  to  withstand  ; 
Whose  loftie  trees,  yclad  with  sommers  pride. 
Did  spred  so  broad,  that  heavens  light  did  hide. 
Not  perccable  with  power  of  any  starr : 
And  all  within  were  pathes  and  alleles  wide, 
With  footing  wome,  and  leading  inward  farr : 
Faire  harbour  that  them  seems  ;  so  in  they  entred  ar. 

VIII. 
And  foorth  they  passe,  with  pleasure  forward  led, 
loying  to  heare  the  birdes  swcctc  harmony, 
Which,  therein  shrouded  from  the  tempest  dred, 
Seemd  in  their  song  to  scorne  the  cmell  sky. 

'  Fain,  glad. 


V.  8. —  Forwasted.]     Much  wasted.  —  The  prefix /or  is  an  intensive, 
from  the  Saxon  and  German  rcr. 
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Much  can  llicy  pruisc  llie  Uceo  so  straight  and  liy, 
The  sayliiig  pine ;  the  cedar  proud  and  tall ; 
The  vine-propp  elme  ;  the  poplar  never  dry  ; 
The  huildcr  oake,  sole  king  of  forresls  all ; 
Tile  aspint;  gtxjd  lor  staves ;  the  cypresse  funerall ; 

The  Jainx-li,  meed  of  iiii^'hlic  confjut-rours 
And  poets  sage  ;  the  firre  that  wecpeth  still ; 
The  willow,  wonie  of  forlorne  parainoui"s ; 
The  eugii/  obedient  to  the  bendei"s  will ; 
The  biich  for  shaftes ;  the  sallow  for  the  mill ; 
The  mirrhe  sweete-bleeding  in  the  bitter  wound  ; 
The  warlike  beech  ;  the  ash  for  nothing  ill ; 
The  fruitfull  olive  ;  and  the  platane  round  ; 

The  carver  holme ;  the  maple  seeldom  inward  sound. 

X. 
Led  with  delight,  they  thus  beguile  the  way, 
Untill  the  blustring  stornie  is  overblowne ; 
When,  weening  to  returne  w  hence  they  did  stray. 
They  cannot  fmde  that  path,  which  first  was  showne, 
But  wander  too  and  iio  in  waies  unknowne, 
Furthest  from  end  then,  when  they  neerest  weene. 
That  makes  them  doubt  their  wits  be  not  their  owne  : 
So  many  pathes,  so  many  turnings  scene. 

That,  which  of  tiiem  to  take,  in  diverse  doubt  tliey  been, 

XL 
At  last  resolving  forward  still  to  fare. 
Till  that  some  end  they  finde,  or  in  or  out. 
That  path  they  take,  that  beaten  seenid  most  bare, 

'  Eugh,  yew. 


Vlll.  5.  —  Can  they  praiseJ]  Much  they  praised.  —  This  form  of 
expression  is  frequently  used  by  Spenser.  Some,  however,  consider 
'  can '  to  be  put  for  '  gan,'  or  '  began.' 
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And  like  to  lead  the  labyrinth  about ; 
Which  when  by  tract  they  hunted  had  throughout, 
At  length  it  brought  them  to  a  hollowe  cave, 
Amid  the  thickest  woods.     The  Champion  stout 
Eftsoones  ^  dismounted  from  his  courser  brave, 

And  to  the  Dwarfe  a  while  his  needlesse  spere  he  gave. 

XII. 
"  Be  well  aware,"  quoth  then  that  Ladie  milde, 
"  Least  suddaine  mischiefe  ye  too  rash  provoke  : 
The  danger  hid,  the  place  unknowne  and  wilde, 
Breedes  di'eadfull  doubts :  oft  fire  is  without  smoke. 
And  perill  without  show :  therefore  your  stroke, 
Sir  Knight,  with-hold,  till  further  tryall  made." 
"  Ah  Ladie,"  sayd  he,  "  shame  were  to  revoke 
The  forward  footing  for  an  hidden  shade : 

Vertue  gives  her  selfe  light  through  darknesse  for  to  wade." 
XIII. 
"Yea  but,"  quoth  she,  "the  perill  of  this  place 
I  better  wot  then  you  :  Though  nowe  too  late 
To  wish  you  backe  returne  widi  foule  disgrace. 
Yet  wisedome  wames,  whilest  foot  is  in  the  gate, 
To  stay  the  steppe,  ere  forced  to  retrate. 
This  is  the  wandring  wood,  this  Errours  den, 
A  monster  vile,  whom  God  and  man  does  hate : 
Therefore  I  read"  beware."     "Fly,  fly,"  quoth  then 

The  fearefuU  Dwarfe ;  "this  is  no  place  for  living  men. 

XIV. 
But  full  of  fire  and  greedy  hardiment,^ 
The  youdifuU  Knight  could  not  for  ought  be  staide  ; 

Eftsoonrs,  immediately.        «  Read,  advise.        ^  llardiment,  boklnoss 


XI.  0.  —  .Xcedlesse  spere.'\     The  spear  was  used  only  on  horseback. 

XII.  7.  —  Sfiaviewcrc  to  rerokr,  &c.]     It  were  a  shame  to  hesitate 
to  go  on,  on  account  of  a  doubtful  or  hidden  dan<Ter. 
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Hilt  (uil'i  into  the  (hirksoiii  liohi  Ik.'  went, 
And  looked  ill :  his  ^lislrini^  annor  made 
A  lillo  j^looMiiii;^  li'-^'i^  much  like  a  shade ; 
By  which  he  saw  th(;  u<j\y  monster  plaine, 
Halle  like  a  serp<Mit  horrihly  displaide, 
IJui  th'  other  halle  did  womans  shape  retaine, 

Most  lothsom,  fillhie,  foule,  and  full  of  vile  disdaine. 

XV. 
And,  as  she  lay  upon  the  durtie  ground, 
Her  huge  long  tailc  her  den  all  overspred, 
Yet  was  in  knots  and  many  boughtes  ^  upwound, 
Pointed  with  mortall  sting  ;  Of  her  there  bred 
A  thousand  yong  ones,  which  she  dayly  fed, 
Sucking  upon  her  poisnous  dugs  ;  each  one 
Of  sundrie  shapes,  yet  all  ill-favored : 
Soone  as  that  uncouth  ^  light  upon  them  shone, 

Into  her  mouth  they  crept,  and  suddain  all  were  gone. 

XVI. 
Their  dam  upstart  out  of  her  den  ef&aide. 
And  rushed  forth,  hurling  her  hideous  taile 
About  her  cui"sed  head  ;  whose  folds  displaid 
Were  stretcht  now  forth  at  length  without  entraile.^ 
She  lookt  about,  and  seeing  one  in  mayle, 
Anncd  to  point,  sought  backe  to  tume  againe  ; 
For  light  she  hated  as  the  deadly  bale,"* 
Ay  wont  in  desert  darkncs  to  remaine, 

Where  plain  none  might  her  see,  nor  she  see  any  plaine. 

XVII. 
Which  wlien  the  valiant  Elfe  perceiv'd  he  lept 
As  lyon  fierce  upon  the  flying  pray, 

'  Bmigkfes,  circular  folds.  '   Without  cvtraile,  untwisted. 

*  Uncouth,  unknown,  strange.  ■•  Bah,  mischief,  poison. 


XIV.  9  —  Full  of  vile  disdaine]     Such  as  would  excite  disgust. 
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And  with  his  trenchand  blade  her  boldly  kept 
From  turning  backe,  and  forced  her  to  stay : 
Therewith  enrag'd  she  loudly  gan  to  bray, 
And  turning  fierce  her  speckled  taile  advaunst, 
Threatning  her  angrie  sting,  him  to  dismay ; 
Who,  nought  aghast,  his  mightie  hand  enhaunst  ^ ; 

The  stroke  down  from  her  head  unto  her  shoulder  glaunst. 
XVIII. 
Much  daunted  with  that  dint  her  sence  was  dazd  -  ; 
Yet  kindling  rage  her  selfe  she  gathered  round, 
And  all  attonce  her  beastly  bodie  raizd 
With  doubled  forces  high  above  the  ground : 
Tho,^  wrapping  up  her  wrethcd  sterne  arownd, 
Lept  fierce  upon  his  shield,  and  her  huge  traine 
All  suddenly  about  his  body  wound, 
That  hand  or  foot  to  stirr  he  strove  in  vaine. 

God  helps  the  man  so  wrapt  in  Erroui-s  endlesse  traine ! 

XIX. 
His  Lady,  sad  to  see  his  sore  constraint, 
Cride  out,  "  Now,  now.  Sir  Knight,  shew  what  ye  bee  ; 
Add  faith  unto  your  force,  and  be  not  faint ; 
Strangle  her,  els  she  sure  will  strangle  thee." 
That  when  he  heard,  in  great  perplcxitie. 
His  gall  did  grate  ^  for  griefe  and  high  disdains ; 
And,  knitting  all  his  force,  got  one  hand  free. 
Wherewith  he  grypt  her  gorge  ^  with  so  great  paine, 

That  soone  to  loose  her  wicked  bands  did  her  consti-aine. 

'  Enhaunst,  lifted  up.         '  Dazd,  dimmed.         ••  Tho,  then. 
*  His  irall  (lid  grate,  his  anger  was  roused.  *  Gorgr,  throat. 


XVII.  4.  —  Forced  liir  to  staij.]     The  kiiiM;ht  iutorcopts  tlio  retreat 
of  Error  into  her  den. 

XVIH.    9.  —  Traine.}       Upton    conjectures    that    Spenser    wrote 
"chaine"  instead  of  "  traine." 
VOL.  I.  4 
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XX. 

Therewith  she  spewd  out  of  Iht  fililiic  maw 

A  flond  of  jjoyson  honil)l(;  and  hlacke, 

Full  ol'  grout  lumps  of  llesh  and  gobbets  raw, 

Which  stunck  so  vildly,  tiiat  it  foi-st  him  slacke 

His  grasping  hold,  and  from  her  tume  him  backe : 

Her  vomit  full  of  bookcs  and  papers  was. 

With  loathly  frogs  and  toadus,  which  eyes  did  lacke, 

And  creeping  sought  way  in  the  weedy  gras : 

Her  filthie  parbrcake^  all  the  place  defiled  has. 

XXI. 
As  when  old  father  Nilus  gins  to  swell 
Widi  timely  pride  above  the  Aegyptian  vale, 
His  fattie  waves  doe  fertile  slime  outwell,*^ 
And  overflow  each  plaine  and  lowly  dale : 
But,  when  liis  later  ebbe  gins  to  avale,^ 
Huge  heapcs  of  mudd  he  leaves,  wherein  there  breed 
Ten  thousand  kindes  of  creatures,  partly  male 
And  partly  femall,  of  his  fmitful  seed ; 

Such  ugly  monstrous  shapes  elswhere  may  no  man  reed/ 

XXII. 
The  same  so  sore  annoyed  has  the  Knight, 
That  well-nigh  choked  with  the  deadly  stinke, 
His  forces  faile,  ne  can  no  lenger  fight. 
Whose  corage  when  the  Feend  perceivd  to  shrinke. 
She  poured  forth  out  of  her  hellish  sinke 
Her  fruitfull  cursed  spawne  of  serpents  small, 
(Defomicd  monsters,  fowle,  and  blacke  as  inke.) 
Which  swarming  all  about  his  legs  did  crall, 

And  him  encombred  sore,  but  could  not  hurt  at  all. 

'  Parhrcake,  vomit.  '  Arale,  sink  away. 

'  Outwell,  cause  to  gush  forth.  *  Rccd,  discover. 
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XXIII. 

As  gentle  shepheard  in  sweete  eventide 
When  ruddy  Phebus  gins  to  welke  ^  in  west, 
High  on  an  hill,  his  flocke  to  vewen  '^  wide, 
IVIaikes  which  doe  byte  their  hasty  supper  best ; 
A  cloud  of  cumbrous  gnattes  doe  him  molest, 
All  strivmg  to  infixe  their  feeble  stinges, 
That  from  their  noyance  he  no  where  can  rest ; 
But  with  his  clownish  hands  their  tender  wings 

He  brusheth  oft,  and  oft  doth  mar  their  murmurings. 
XXIV. 
Thus  ill  bestedd,^  and  fearefull  more  of  shame 
Then  of  the  certeine  perill  he  stood  in, 
Halfe  furious  unto  his  foe  he  came, 
Resolvd  in  minde  all  suddenly  to  win, 
Or  soone  to  lose,  before  he  once  would  lin  ■* ; 
And  stroke  at  her  with  more  than  manly  force. 
That  from  her  body,  full  of  filthie  sin. 
He  raft  ^  her  hatefuU  heade  without  remorse : 

A  streame  of  cole-black  blood  forth  gushed  from  her  coi-se. 

XXV. 
Her  scatlred  brood,  soone  as  their  parent  deare 
They  saw  so  rudely  falling  to  the  ground, 
Groning  full  deadly  all  with  troublous  feare 
Gathred  themselves  about  her  body  round. 
Weening*^  their  wonted  entrance  to  have  found 
At  her  wide  mouth  ;  but,  being  there  withstood, 
They  flocked  all  about  her  bleeding  wound. 
And  sucked  up  their  dying  mothei"3  bloud  ; 

Making  her  death  theii-  life,  and  eke  her  hurt  their  good. 

'    Welkc,  witlior,  wane.  *  Lin,  give  way. 

*   Vcwcn,  view.  *  ^^''/Ij  struck  ofF. 

'  Bestedtl,  .Mituated.  *   U'cniiiig,  expecting. 
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XXVI. 
Tlial  (letcstal)lc  sif^lit  liim  iiiurli  amazde, 
To  SCO  til'  unkindly  in)])(;s,  of  lit-aven  accurst, 
Devoure  llicir  dam  ;  on  whom  while  so  lie  gazd, 
Havin):^  all  satisfidc  th(/ir  hloudy  tiiurst, 
Their  hcllics  swolno  lu;  saw  with  lulncssc  burst, 
And  howds  ifushing  forth  :  Well  worthy  end 
Of  such,  as  drunke  her  life,  the  wiiich  them  nurst ! 
Now  needeth  him  no  lenger  labour  spend, 

His  foes  have  slaine  themselves,  with  whom  he  should  contend. 
XXVII. 
His  Lady  seeing  all,  that  chaunst,^  from  farre, 
Approcht  in  hast  to  greet  his  victorie  ; 
And  saide,  "  Faire  Knight,  borne  under  happie  starre, 

>     Who  see  your  vanquish!  foes  before  you  lye  ; 
Well  worthie  be  you  of  that  armory. 
Wherein  ye  have  great  glory  wonne  this  day. 
And  proov'd  your  strength  on  a  strong  enimie ; 
Your  fii-st  adventure :  Many  such  1  pray. 

And  henceforth  ever  wish  that  like  succeed  it  may  !  " 
XXVlll. 
Then  mounted  he  upon  his  steed  againe, 
And  w  ith  the  Lady  backward  sought  to  wend  : 
That  path  he  kept,  which  beaten  was  most  plaine, 
Ne  ~  ever  would  to  any  by-way  bend  ; 
But  still  did  follow  one  unto  the  end, 
The  which  at  last  out  of  the  wood  them  brought. 
So  forward  on  his  way  (with  God  to  frend  ^) 
Ho  passed  forth,  and  new  adventure  sought : 

Long  way  he  travelled,  before  he  heard  of  ought. 

'   Chaunst,  happened.         -  J\'e,  nor.         ^   To  frend,  for  a  friend. 


XXVI.  7. —  Theyn  nurst!]     The  vital  principle  of  Error  being  de- 
stroyed, its  offspring  or  consequences  do  not  long  survive. 
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XXIX. 

At  length  they  chaunst  to  meet  upon  the  way 
An  aged  S'lre,  in  long  blacke  weedes  yclad, 
His  feete  all  bare,  his  beard  all  hoarie  gray, 
And  by  his  belt  his  booke  he  hanging  had  ; 
Sober  he  seemde,  and  very  sagely  sad  ; 
And  to  the  ground  his  eyes  were  lowly  bent, 
Simple  in  shew,  and  voide  of  malice  bad ; 
And  all  the  way  he  prayed,  as  he  went, 

And  often  knockt  his  brest,  as  one  that  did  repent. 
XXX. 
He  faire  the  Knight  saluted,  louting  ^  low. 
Who  faire  him  quited,~  as  that  courteous  was ; 
And  after  asked  him,  if  he  did  know 
Of  straunge  adventures,  which  abroad  did  pas. 
"  Ah  !  my  dear  sonne,"  quoth  he,  "  how  should,  alas  ! 
Silly  old  man,  that  hves  in  hidden  cell. 
Bidding  his  beades  all  day  for  his  trespas, 
Tydlngs  of  warre  and  worldly  trouble  tell  ? 

With  holy  father  sits  not  "^  with  such  thinges  to  mell."* 
XXXI. 
"  But  if  of  daunger,  which  hereby  doth  dwell, 
And  homebred  d  evil  ye  desire  to  heare. 
Of  a  straunge  man  I  can  you  tidings  tell. 
That  wasteth  all  this  countrie  faiTe  and  neare." 
"  Of  such,"   saide  he,  "  I  chiefly  doe  inqucre ; 
And  shall  thee  well  rewarde  to  shew  the  place, 
In  wliicli  that  wicked  wight  his  dayes  doth  weare: 
For  to  all  knighthood  it  is  foule  disgrace. 

That  such  a  cursed  creature  lives  so  long  a  space." 

'  Ijmt'in<r,  how'inff.  '  Sits  not,  is  not  becoming. 

^  Quitcd,  rcqtiitcd,  ri>tnrned  liis  salutation.     ■•  Mcll,  intermeddle. 

4* 
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XXXV. 

Anivethere,  the  litle  house  they  fill, 
Ne  ^  Ictie  for  entertainement,  where  none  was ; 
Rest  isheii-  least,  and  all  thinges  at  their  will : 
The  nclest  mind  the  best  contentment  has. 
Witli  file  discourse  the  evening  so  they  pas ; 
For  thr  olde  man  of  pleasing  wordes  had  store. 
And  W'l  could  file  ^  his  tongue,  as  smooth  as  glas : 
He  toll  of  saintes  and  popes,  and  evermore 

He  strow'  an  Ave-Mary  after  and  before. 
XXXVl. 
The  diuping  night  thus  creepeth  on  them  fast ; 
And  tb  sad  humor  loading  their  eye-liddes, 
As  me;enger  of  Morpheus,  on  them  cast 
Sweet  ombring  deaw,  the  which  to  sleep  them  biddes 
Unto  tsir  lodgings  then  his  guestes  he  riddes  ^ : 
Where  .hen  all  drownd  in  deadly  sleepe  he  findes, 
He  to  is  studie  goes  ;  and  there  amiddes 
His  maick  bookes,  and  artes  of  sundrie  kindes. 

He  seeks  at  mighty  channes  to  trouble  sleepy  minds. 
XXXVII. 
Then  coosing  out  few  words  most  horrible, 
(Let  nee  them  read  !)  thereof  did  verses  fi:ame ; 
With  \Qich,  and  other  spelles  like  terrible, 
He  bac  awake  blacke  Plutoes  griesly  dame  ; 
And  cised  heven ;  and  spake  reprochful  shame 
Of  higDst  God,  the  Lord  of  life  and  light. 
A  bold 'ad  man !  that  dar'd  to  call  by  name 
Great  (orgon,  prince  of  darknes  and  dead  night ; 

At  which  ^-ocytus  quakes,  and  Styx  is  put  to  flight. 

'  Ke,  nor.  2  pUf,^  smooth  or  polish.  ^  Riddes,  conducts. 


XXXVIl.  8.  -  Great  Gorgon.']     This  alludes  to  the  fear  the  ancient 
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xxxvni. 

And  roitli  li<;  cald  out  of  dccpe  darknes  dredd 
Legions  of  sprights,  the  wliich,  like  lille  flyes, 
Fhittring  alH)ut  liis  ever-dumncd  liedd, 
Awaile  wIktcIo  llicir  scrvifi;  he  ai)plyes, 
To  aide  his  friendes,  or  fray'  his  eniniies: 
Of  those  he  chose  out  two,  the  falsest  twoo, 
And  fittest  for  to  forge  true-seeming  lyes ; 
The  one  of  them  he  gave  a  message  too, 

The  other  hy  hiniselfe  staide  other  worke  to  doo. 
XXXIX. 
He,  making  speedy  way  through  spersed  ^  ayre, 
And  through  the  world  of  waters  wide  and  deepe, 
To  INIorpheus  house  doth  hastily  repaire. 
Amid  the  bowels  of  the  eaith  full  steepe. 
And  low,  where  dawning  day  doth  never  peepe, 
His  dwelling  is  ;    there  Tethys  his  wet  bed 
Doth  ever  wash,  and  CjTithia  still  doth  steepe 
In  silver  deaw  his  ever-drouping  hed, 

Whiles  sad  Night  over  him  her  mantle  black  doth  spred. 
XL. 
Whose  double  gates  he  findetli  locked  fast ; 
The  one  faire  fi-am'd  of  brunisht  ^  yvory, 
The  oilier  all  with  silver  overcast ; 

'  Fray,  alarm.         -  Spersed,  dispersed.        '  Brunisht,  burnished. 


had  of  pronouncing  the  names  of  Gorgon  and  Demogorgon.  The  same 
feeling  induced  them  to  call  the  Furies,  Eumcnidcs,  i.  e.  the  kindly- 
disposed. 

XL.  3.  —  Silver  overcast.]  The  ancient  poets  supposed  that  there 
were  two  gates  of  Sleep,  one  of  horn,  which  sent  forth  true  dreams,  and 
one  of  ivory,  which  sent  false.  Spenser  substitutes  silver  for  horn, 
because  the  magician  cannot  be  supposed  to  command  the  true  ones,  or 
have  access  to  them. 


C.    I.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  45 

And  wakeful  dogges  before  them  farre  doe  lye, 

Watching  to  banish  Care  their  enimy, 

Who  oft  is  wont  to  trouble  gentle  Sleepe. 

By  them  the  Sprite  doth  passe  in  quietly, 

And  unto  Morpheus  comes,  whom  drowned  deepe 

In  drowsie  fit  he  findes  ;  of  nothing  he  takes  keepe.^ 
XLI. 
And,  more  to  lulle  him  in  his  slumber  soft, 
A  triclding  streame  from  high  rock  tumbling  downe, 
And  ever-drizling  rame  upon  the  loft, 
Mixt  with  a  muraiuring  winde,  much  like  the  sowne 
Of  swarming  bees,  did  caste  him  in  a  swowne. 
No  other  noyse,  nor  peoples  troublous  cryes, 
As  still  are  wont  t'  annoy  the  walled  towne. 
Might  there  be  heard :  but  care!  esse  Quiet  lyes, 

Wrapt  in  eternall  silence  farre  from  enimyes. 
XLII. 
The  messenger  approching  to  him  spake  ; 
But  his  waste  wordes  retoumd  to  him  in  vaine  : 
So  sound  he  slept,  that  nought  mought  him  awake. 
Then  rudely  he  him  thrust,  and  pusht  with  paine. 
Whereat  he  gan  to  stretch  :  but  he  againe 
Shooke  him  so  hard,  that  forced  him  to  speake. 
As  one  then  in  a  dreame,  whose  dryer  braine 
Is  tost  with  troubled  sights  and  fancies  weake, 

He  mumbled  soft,  but  would  not  all  his  silence  breake. 
XLIII. 
The  Sprite  then  gan  more  boldly  him  to  wake, 
And  threatned  unto  him  the  dreaded  name 
Of  Hecate  :  whereat  he  gan  to  quake, 

*  Kccpc,  heed. 


XLI.  9.  —  Enimijes.]  The  drowsy  repose  which  breatlics  ihrougU 
this  fine  slanza,  makes  it  scoin  as  if  it  had  been  written  with  tlie  juico 
of  poppies. 
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And,  liftiiii^  uj)  his  loiiipisli  '  ln;i<l,  willi  blame 
Halfe  angrie  asked  him,  lor  uliiil  hr  came. 
"  Ilethcr,"  (juolh  he,  '•  iiif  Archimaj^o  scut, 
lie  thai  the  sluhhorixi  spiritcs  can  wisely  tame, 
He  bids  thee  to  him  send  for  his  intent 

A  fit  false  Dreame,  that  can  delude  the  sleepers  sent."* 
XLIV. 
The  God  obayde ;  and,  calling  forth  straight  way 
A  diverse  Dreame  out  of  his  prison  darke, 
Delivered  it  to  him,  and  downe  djd  lay 
His  heavie  head,  devoide  of  careful  carke  ^  ; 
Whose  sences  all  were  straight  benumbd  and  starke. 
He,  backe  returning  by  the  yvorie  (lore. 
Remounted  up  as  light  as  chearefull  larke  ; 
And  on  his  litle  winges  the  Dreame  he  bore 

In  hast  unto  his  lord,  where  he  him  left  afore. 
XLV. 
Who  all  this  while,  with  charmes  and  hidden  artes, 
Had  made  a  Lady  of  that  other  Spright, 
And  fram'd  of  liquid  ayre  her  tender  partes, 
So  lively,  and  so  like  in  all  mens  sight. 
That  weaker  sence  it  could  have  ravisht  quight : 
The  Maker  selfe,  for  all  his  wondrous  witt, 
Was  nigh  beguiled  with  so  goodly  sight. 
Her  all  in  white  he  clad,  and  over  it 

Cast  a  black  stole,  most  like  to  seeme  for  Una  fit. 

'  Lompish,  heavy.  ^  Sent,  scent,  or  perception. 

^  Carke,  anxiety. 


XLIII.  G.  —  Archimago,']  i.  e.  arch-magician.  He  is  a  type  of 
Hypocrisy  or  Fraud,  and,  as  opposed  to  Christian  Hohness  iinbodied 
in  the  Red-cross  knight,  may  also  represent  Satan,  the  incarnate  prin- 
ciple of  evil. 

XLIV.  2.  —  A  diverse  Dreame.']     A  distracting  or  disturbing  dream. 

XLV.  9. —  Urui.]      This  is  tlie  first  time  that  the  Lady  accompa- 


C.  I.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  47 

XLVI. 

Now  when  that  ydle  Dreame  was  to  him  brought, 
Unto  that  Elfin  Knight  he  bad  him  fly, 
Where  he  slept  soundly  void  of  evil  thought, 
And  with  false  shewes  abuse  his  fantasy ; 
In  sort  as  he  him  schooled  privUy. 
And  that  new  creature,  borne  without  her  dew,^ 
Full  of  the  Makers  guyle,  with  usage  sly 
He  taught  to  miitate  that  Lady  trew, 

Whose  semblance  she  did  cariie  under  feigned  hew. 
XLVII. 
Tlius,  well  instructed,  to  their  worke  they  haste ; 
And,  comming  where  the  Knight  in  slomber  lay, 
The  one  upon  his  bardie  ^  head  him  plaste, 
And  made  him  dreame  of  loves  and  lustfuU  play  ; 
That  nigh  his  manly  hart  did  melt  away. 
Bathed  in  wanton  blis  and  wicked  ioy. 
Then  seemed  him  his  Lady  by  him  lay, 
And  to  him  playnd,  how  that  false  winged  boy 

Her  chaste  hart  had  subdewd  to  leame  dame  Pleasures  toy  ; 
XLVIII. 
And  she  her  selfe,  of  beautie  soveraigne  queene, 
Fayre  Venus,  seemde  unto  his  bed  to  bring 
Her,  whom  he,  waking,  eveiTOore  did  weene  ^ 
To  bee  the  chastest  flowre  that  aye  did  spring 
On  earthly  braunch,  the  daughter  of  a  king. 
Now  a  loose  leman  to  vile  service  bound : 
And  eke  the  Graces  seemed  all  to  sing 

'  Borne  lo'Uhout  her  dew,  produced  witliout  tlic  due  and  proper  qualities 

of  a  real  woman. 

*  Hardie,  (Jiardi,  Fr.,)  bold.  *  Wecne,  suppose. 


nying  the  Kniglit  is  called  l>y  lit-r  name  of  Una,  or  one,  so  named, 
either  on  account  of  tlic  singlenesa  of  purpose  cliaractenstic  of  TruUi, 
or  on  account  of  the  singular  and  unique  excellence  of  her  character. 
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Hymen  to  Hymen,  danncin;^  all  around  ; 
VVhylst  freshest  Flora  li«r  with  yvie  girloiuJ  crownd. 

XMX. 
In  this  f^reat  passion  of  unwonted  lust, 
Or  wonted  feare  of  doing  ought  amis, 
He  starltih  up,  as  seeming  to  mistrust 
Some  secret  ill,  or  hidden  foe  of  his: 
Lo,  there  hefore  his  face  his  Ladie  is, 
Under  blacke  stole  hyding  her  bayted  hooke  ; 
A.nd  as  half*;  blushing  ofiied  him  to  kis. 
With  gentle  blandishment  and  lovely  looke, 

Most  like  that  Virg'm  true,  which  for  her  Knight  him  took. 

L. 
All  clcane  dismayd  to  see  so  iincouth  ^  sight, 
And  halfe  enraged  at  her  shamelesse  guise, 
He  thought  have  slaine  her  in  his  fierce  despight ;  ^ 
But,  hastie  heat  tcmpring  with  sufferance  wise, 
He  staydc  his  hand  ;  and  gan  himselfe  advise 
To  prove  his  sense,  and  tempt  her  faigned  truth. 
Wringing  her  hands,  in  wemens  pitteous  wise, 
Tho^  can  she  weepe,  to  stirre  up  gentle  ruth  * 

Both  for  her  noble  blood,  and  for  her  tender  youth. 

LT. 
And  sayd,  "  Ah  Sir,  my  liege  lord,  and  my  love. 
Shall  I  accuse  the  hidden  cruell  fate, 
And  mightie  causes  wrought  in  heaven  above. 
Or  the  blind  god,  that  doth  me  thus  amate,^ 
For  hoped  love  to  w  inne  me  certaine  hate  ? 
Yet  thus  perforce  he  bids  me  do,  or  die. 
Die  is  my  dew ;  yet  rew  my  wretched  state, 

'  Uncouth,  strange.        *  Despight,  anger.        •'  Tho,  then 
■•  Ruth,  pity.         '  Amatc,  subdue. 


LI.  7.  — Die  is  my  deicl     I  deserve  to  die. 
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You,  whom  my  hard  avenging  destinie 
Hath  made  iudge  of  my  life  or  death  indifferently : 

LIl. 
"  Your  owne  deare  sake  forst  me  at  first  to  leave 
My  fathers  kingdom  "  —  There  she  stopt  with  teares  ; 
Her  swollen  hart  her  speech  seemd  to  bereave  ; 
And  then  againe  begun ;  "  My  weaker  yeares, 
Captiv'd  to  fortune  and  fi-ayle  worldly  feares. 
Fly  to  your  fayth  for  succour  and  sure  ayde  : 
Let  me  not  die  in  languor  and  long  teares." 
"  Why,  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  what  hath  ye  thus  dismayd  ? 
What  fi-ayes  ^  ye,  that  were  wont  to  comfort  me  af&ay'd  ? " 

Llll. 
"  Love  of  yourselfe,"  she  saide,  "  and  deare  constraint, 
Lets  me  not  sleepe,  but  waste  the  wearie  night 
In  secret  anguish  and  unpittied  plaint, 
Whiles  you  in  carelesse  sleepe  are  drowned  quight." 
Her  doubtfuU  words  made  that  redoubted  Knight 
Suspect  her  truth  ;  yet  since  no'  untmtli  he  knew, 
Her  fawning  love  with  foule  disdaineflill  spight 
He  would  not  shend  ;^  but  said,  "  Deare  dame,  I  rew, 
That  for  my  sake  unknowne  such  griefe  unto  you  grew : 

LIV. 
"  Assure  your  selfe,  it  fell  not  all  to  ground  ; 
For  all  so  deare,  as  life  is  to  my  bait, 
I  deeme  your  love,  and  hold  me  to  you  bound  : 
Ne  let  vaine  fears  procure  your  needlesse  smart, 
Where  cause  is  none  ;  but  to  your  rest  depart." 

'  Fraycs,  affrights.  *  Shend,  rcproacli. 


LII.  1 .  —  Your  owne  deare  sake,  &c.]     This  is  not  true,  as  Una  did  not 
know  St.  Goorgo  till  she  came  to  the  court  of  the  Faerie  Quecnc.    False- 
hood can  only  assume  the  outward  semblance  of  Truth. 
VOL.    I.  5 
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Not  all  content,  yet  sceiiul  sIk,-  to  aijpease 

Her  nioumefiill  plaintes,  beguiled  of  her  art, 

And  fed  with  words,  that  could  not  chose  but  please  : 

So,  slydin<;  softly  forth,  she  tunid  as  to  her  case. 

J.V. 
Long  after  lay  he  musing  at  her  mood, 
Much  griijv'd  to  ihinke  that  gcnde  Dame  so  light, 
For  whose  defence  he  was  to  shed  his  blood. 
At  last  dull  wearines  of  former  6ght 
Having  yrockt  asleepe  his  irkesome  spright, 
That  troublous  Dreame  gan  freshly  tosse  his  braine 
With  bowres,  and  beds,  and  ladies  deare  delight : 
But,  when  he  saw  his  labour  all  was  vaine,  • 

With  that  misformed  Spright  he  back  retumd  againe. 

LV.  9.  —  Buck  rclurnd  againe.^  Here  we  are  taught  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  Holiness  has  an  innate  power,  which  instinctively  rejects  evU, 
thoiKTJi  the  temptation  may  come  in  the  forM  of  Trutli. 
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CANTO   II. 

The  guileful!  great  Enchaunter  parts 
The  Redcrosse  Knight  from  Truth : 

Into  whose  stead  faire  Falshood  steps, 
And  workes  him  woefull  ruth. 

I. 

Br  this  the  northeme  wagoner  had  set 
His  sevenfold  tcme  behind  the  stedfast  staiTe 
That  was  in  ocean  waves  yet  never  wet, 
But  fimie  is  fixt,  and  sendeth  light  from  farre 
To  all  that  in  the  wide  deepe  wandiing  arre ; 
And  chearefuU  chaunticlere  with  his  note  shrill 
Had  warned  once,  that  Phoebus  fiery  carre 
In  hast  was  climbing  up  the  easterne  hill. 

Full  envious  that  night  so  long  his  roome  did  fill : 
II. 
When  those  accursed  messengers  of  hell. 
That  feigning  Dreame,  and  that  faire-forged  Spright, 
Came  to  their  wicked  Maister,  and  gan  tell 
Their  bootelessc  paines,  and  ill-succeeding  night : 
Who,  all  in  rage  to  see  his  skllfuU  might 
Deluded  so,  gan  threaten  hellish  paine 
And  sad  Proserpines  wrath,  them  to  affright. 
But,  when  he  saw  his  thrcatning  was  but  vaine, 

He  cast  about,  and  searcht  his  baleful  bokes  againe. 

1.  1. —  The  northfnic  wnjronc.r.']  The  "  northorno  wagnnor  "  is  tlio 
constellation  Bootes  ;  hig  "  sevenfold  tenio  "  are  the  seven  stajs  in 
tlie  Great  Bear,  which  are  commonly  called  Charles's  Wain ;  and 
the  "  stedfast  starrc  "  is  the  pole-star. 
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III. 

Eftsoones '  lu!  t(K)kc  that  niiscreatetl  Faire, 
And  that  false  oilier  Spriji^iit,  on  whom  he  spred 
A  seeming  body  of  the  subtile  aire, 
Like  a  young  Scjuire,  in  loves  and  lustyhed 
His  wanton  dales  that  ever  loosely  led, 
Witiiout  regard  of  annes  and  dreaded  fight ; 
Those  two  he  tooke,  and  in  a  secrete  bed. 
Covered  with  darkenes  and  misdeeming  ^  night, 

Them  both  together  laid,  to  ioy  in  vaine  delight. 

IV. 
Fordiwith  he  runnes  with  feigned-faithfull  hast 
Unto  his  guest,  who,  after  troublous  sights 
And  dreames,  gan  now  to  take  more  sound  repast ; 
Whom  suddenly  he  wakes  with  fearful  frights, 
As  one  aghast  with  feends  or  damned  sprights. 
And  to  him  calls  ;  "  Rise,  rise,  unhappy  swaine. 
That  here  wex  old  in  sleepe,  whiles  wicked  wights 
Have  knit  themselves  in  Venus  shameful  chaine  : 

Come,  see  w^here  your  false  Lady  doth  her  honor  staine." 

V. 
All  in  a  maze  he  suddenly  up  start 
With  sword  in  hand,  and  with  the  old  man  went ; 
Who  soone  him  brought  into  a  secret  part. 
Where  that  false  couple  were  full  closely  ment  ^ 
In  wanton  lust  and  lend  embracement : 
Which  w^ien  he  saw,  he  burnt  w  ith  gealous  fire ; 
The  eie  of  reason  was  with  rage  yblent  ■* ; 
And  would  have  slaine  them  in  his  fimous  ire, 

But  hardly  was  restreined  of  that  aged  sire. 

•  Eftsooncs,  immediately.  ^  Ment,  mingled. 

'  Misdeeming,  causing  to  mistake.  Yhlcjit,  dazzled,  bIinded^ 


C.  II.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  53 

VI. 

Retourning  to  his  bed  m  tonnent  great, 

And  bitter  anguish  of  his  guilty  sight, 

He  could  not  rest :  but  did  his  stout  heart  eat. 

And  waste  his  inward  gall  with  deepe  despight, 

Yrkesome  of  life,  and  too  long  lingring  night. 

At  last  faii'e  Hesperus  in  highest  skie 

Had  spent  his  lampe,  and  brought  forth  dawning  light ; 

Then  up  he  rose,  and  clad  hiin  hastily  ; 
The  Dwarfe  him  brought  his  steed :  so  both  away  do  fly. 

VIl. 

Now  when  the  rosy-fingred  Morning  faire, 

Weary  of  aged  Tithones  saffron  bed, 

Had  spread  her  purple  robe  tlirough  deawy  aire ; 

And  the  high  hils  Titan  discovered ; 

Tlie  royall  Vii-gin  shooke  off  drousyhed : 

And,  rising  forth  out  of  her  baser  bowre, 

Lookt  for  her  Knight,  who  far  away  was  fled. 

And  for  her  Dwarfe,  that  wont  to  waite  each  howre :  — 
Then  gan  she  wail  and  weepe  to  see  that  woeful  stowre.^ 

VIII. 

And  after  him  she  rode  with  so  much  speede. 
As  her  slowe  beast  could  make  ;  but  all  in  vaine : 
For  him  so  far  had  borne  his  light-foot  steede, 
Pricked  with  wrath  and  funy  fierce  disdaine. 
That  him  to  follow  was  but  fruitlesse  paine : 

'  Stowre,  misfortune. 


VI.  9.  —  Both  away  do  flij.']  Youth,  however  pure-minded,  13  tlie 
season  of  rash  judgments  and  hasty  resolves,  and,  deceived  by  cunning, 
believes  Truth  herself  to  be  false. 

VII.  6.  —  Baser  howre,']  i.  c.  lower  or  inferior  to  tliat  which 
Aurora  is  described  as  having  just  left.  Boicrc  here  means  a  private 
apartment. 

5# 
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Yet  she  licr  weary  liiubes  would  never  rest ; 
But  every  liil  :m(l  dale,  each  wood  and  plaine, 
Did  search,  sore  ;,'rieved  in  her  gentle  hrest, 

He  so  ungenlly  left  her,  whoine  she  loved  best. 
IX. 
But  subtiil  Arehiinago,  wln-n  his  guests 
He  saw  divided  hito  double  parts, 
And  Una  wandring  in  woods  and  forrcsts, 
(Th'  end  of  his  drift,)  he  praised  his  divelish  arts, 
That  had  such  might  over  tme-meaning  harts  : 
Yet  rests  not  so,  but  other  meanes  doth  make, 
How  he  may  worke  unto  her  further  smarts : 
For  her  he  hated  as  the  hissing  snake. 

And  in  her  many  troubles  did  most  pleasureHake. 
X. 
He  then  devisde  himselfe  how  to  disguise  ; 
For  by  his  mighty  science  he  could  take 
As  many  formes  and  shapes  in  seeming  wise, 
As  ever  Proteus  to  himselfe  could  make  : 
Sometime  a  fowle,  sometime  a  fish  in  lake, 
Now  like  a  foxe,  now  like  a  dragon  fell ; 
That  of  himselfe  he  oft  for  feare  would  quake, 
And  oft  ^^'ould  flie  away.     O  who  can  tell 

The  hidden  powre  of  herbes,  and  might  of  magick  spell ! 
XI. 
But  now  seemde  best  the  person  to  put  on 
Of  that  good  Knight,  his  late  beguiled  guest :  — 
In  mighty  armes  he  was  yclad  anon. 
And  silver  shield  ;  upon  his  coward  brest 
A  bloody  crosse,  and  on  his  craven  crest 
A  bounch  of  heares  discolourd  diversly. 
Full  iolly  Knight  he  seemde,  and  wel  addrest ; 
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And,  when  he  sate  uppon  his  courser  free, 
Saint  George  himselfe  ye  would  have  deemed  him  to  be. 
XII. 
But  he,  the  Knight,  whose  semblaunt  he  did  beare, 
The  true  Samt  George,  was  wandred  far  away, 
Still  flying  from  his  thoughts  and  gealous  feare : 
Will  was  his  guide,  and  griefe  led  him  astray. 
At  last  iiim  chaunst  to  meete  upon  the  way 
A  faithlesse  Sarazin,  all  annde  to  point, 
In  whose  great  shield  was  writ  with  letters  gay 
Sans  foy ;  full  large  of  limbe  and  every  ioint 
He  was,  and  cared  not  for  God  or  man  a  point. 
XIII. 
Hee  had  a  faire  companion  of  his  way, 
A  goodly  Lady  clad  in  scarlot  red, 
Purfled  ^  with  gold  and  pearle  of  rich  assay  ;  ^ 
And  like  a  Persian  mitre  on  her  bed 
Shee  wore,  with  crowns  and  owches^  garnished, 
The  which  her  lavish  lovers  to  her  gave  : 
Her  wanton  palfrey  all  was  overspred 
With  tinsell  trappings,  woven  like  a  wave, 
Whose  bridle  i-ung  with  golden  bels  and  bosses  brave. 
XIV. 
With  faire  disport,  and  courting  dalliaunce, 
She  intertaindo  her  lover  all  the  way  : 
But,  when  she  saw  the  Knight  his  speare  advaunce, 


Purfled,  wrouglit  on  the  edges.  *  jissaij,  value. 

•*  Owclics,  jewels. 


XU.G.—Jlfnilldcisc  iiaraziii.]  In  the  romances  of  chivalry  any 
knight,  who  was  not  a  Cliristian,  was  called  a  Snraccn. 

XII.  ti.  —  ilansfoij,]  i.  c.  without  liiith.  lie  represents  Unbelief,  or 
perhaps  Tuganism. 
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Shee  soone  left  off  lirr  niiiili  and  wanton  play, 
And  bad  her  Kniglit  addresse  him  to  the  fray ; 
His  foe  was  niL,'h  at  hand.      \h:,  prickle  with  pride, 
And  hope  to  winne  liis  Ladies  hearte  that  day, 
Forth  spurred  fast ;  adowne  his  coursers  side 

The  red  bloud  trickling  staind  the  way,  as  he  did  ride. 
XV. 
The  Knight  of  the  Redcrosse,  when  him  he  spide 
Spurring  so  hote  with  rage  dispiteous, 
Gan  fairely  couch  his  spearc,  and  towards  ride : 
Soone  meete  they  both,  both  fell  and  furious. 
That,  daunted  with  their  forces  liideous. 
Their  steeds  doe  stagger,  and  amazed  stand ; 
And  eke  themselves,  too  mdely  rigorous, 
Astonied  with  the  stroke  of  their  owne  hand, 

Doe  backe  rebutte,^  and  each  to  other  yealdeth  land. 
XVI. 
As  when  two  rams,  stird  with  ambitious  pride, 
Fight  for  the  nile  of  the  rich-fleeced  flocke. 
Their  homed  fronts  so  fierce  on  either  side 
Doe  meete,  that,  with  the  terror  of  die  shocke 
Astonied,  both  stand  senceless  as  a  blocke, 
Forgetfull  of  the  hanging  victory  : 
So  stood  these  twaine,  unmoved  as  a  rocke. 
Both  staring  fierce,  and  holding  idely 

The  broken  reUques  of  their  former  cruelty. 
XVII. 
The  Sarazin,  sore  daunted  with  the  buffe, 
Snatcheth  his  sword,  and  fiercely  to  him  flies ; 

*  Rcbutte.  recoil. 


XVI.  9.  —  Broken  rdiques,}   i.  e.  their  spears  broken  in  the  encounter. 
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Who  well  it  wards,  and  quyteth  cuff  with  cuff: 
Each  others  equail  puissaunce  envies,^ 
And  through  their  iron  sides  with  cruell  spies  ^ 
Does  seeke  to  perce ;  repining  ^  courage  yields 
No  foote  to  foe :  the  flashing  fier  flies, 
As  from  a  forge,  out  of  their  burning  shields ; 
And  streams  of  purple  bloud  new  die  the  verdant  fields. 

XVIll. 
"  Curse  on  that  Crosse,"  quoth  then  the  Sarazin, 
"  That  keeps  thy  body  from  the  bitter  fitt ;  * 
Dead  long  ygoe,  I  wote,  thou  haddest  bin. 
Had  not  that  charme  from  thee  forewarned  itt : 
But  yet  I  wame  thee  now  assured  sitt, 
And  hide  thy  head."     Therewith  upon  his  crest 
With  rigor  so  outrageous  he  smitt, 
That  a  large  share  it  hewd  out  of  the  rest, 
And  glauncing  downe  his  shield  fiom  blame  him  fau'ly  blest. 

XIX. 
Who,  thereat  wondrous  wroth,  the  sleeping  spark 
Of  native  vertue  gan  eftsoones  ^  revive ; 
And,  at  his  haughty  helmet  making  mark, 
So  hugely  stroke,  that  it  the  Steele  did  rive, 
And  cleft  his  head  :  He,  tumbling  downe  alive, 
With  bloudy  mouth  his  mother  earth  did  kis, 
Greeting  his  grave :  his  grudging  ghost  did  strive 
With  the  fraile  flesh  ;  at  last  it  flitted  is, 
Whither  the  soules  doe  fly  of  men,  that  live  amis. 

XX. 
The  Lady,  when  she  saw  her  champion  fall. 
Like  the  old  ruines  of  a  broken  towre, 

'  Envies,  emulates.        '  Spies,  spears.        '  Repining,  indignant. 
*  Fill,  stroke.  *  Eftsoones,  immediately. 


XVlll.  0.  —  From  blame  him  fairly  blest.]     Preserved  him  wholly 
from  danger  or  injury. 
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Staid  not  to  walltj  liis  wocfiiU  funfrall  ; 
But  fruiii  liitu  lied  away  with  all  iicr  powre: 
Who  alter  licr  as  hastily  gan  scowrc, 
Biddiii;:^  llio  D\vaif<,'  with  him  to  hring  away 
The  Sarazii)s  shield,  siyn  of  the  coiujucroure ; 
Her  soone  he  overtooke,  and  hud  to  slay  ; 
For  present  cause  was  none  of  dread  her  to  dismay. 

XXI. 
Shee  turning  backe,  with  Riefull  countenaunce, 
Cride,  "  Mercy,  mercy,  Sir,  vouchsafe  to  show 
On  silly  Dame,  subiect  to  hard  mischaunce, 
And  to  your  mighty  will."     Her  humblesse  ^  low 
In  so  ritch  weedes,  and  seeming  glorious  show, 
Did  much  emmove  -  his  stout  heroicke  heart ; 
And  said,  "  Deare  Dame,  your  suddein  overtlirow  ^ 
Much  rueth  ^  me  ;  but  now  put  feare  apart, 

And  tel,  both  w  ho  ye  be,  and  who  that  tooke  your  part." 

XXII. 
Melting  in  teares,  then  gan  shee  thus  lament ; 
"  The  wretched  woman,  whom  unhappy  howTe 
Hath  now  made  thrall  to  your  commandement. 
Before  that  angry  heavens  list  to  lowre, 
And  fortune  false  betraide  me  to  your  powre, 
Was,  (O  what  now  availeth  that  I  was  !) 
Bom  the  sole  daughter  of  an  emperour ; 
He  that  the  wide  west  under  his  rule  has. 

And  high  hath  set  his  throne  w'here  Tiberis  doth  pas. 
XXIII. 
"  He,  in  the  firste  flowre  of  my  freshest  age, 
Betrothed  me  unto  the  onely  haire 
Of  a  most  mighty  king,  most  rich  and  sage  ; 

>  Humhlessc,  humility,  '  Orerthroic,  misfortune. 

*  Emmote,  move.  *  Ructh,  grieves. 
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Was  never  prince  so  faithful!  and  so  faire, 
Was  never  prince  so  meeke  and  debonaire  ^  ! 
But,  ere  my  hoped  day  of  spousall  shone, 
My  dearest  lord  fell  from  high  honors  staire 
Into  the  hands  of  hys  accursed  fone,^ 

And  cmelly  was  slaine ;  that  shall  I  ever  mone ! 
XXIV. 
"  His  blessed  body,  spoild  of  lively  breath. 
Was  afterward,  I  know  not  how,  convaid. 
And  fro  me  hid ;  of  whose  most  innocent  death 
When  tidings  came  to  mee,  unhappy  maid, 
O,  how  great  sorrow  my  sad  soule  assaid  !  ^ 
Then  fordi  I  went  his  woeflall  corse  to  find, 
And  many  yeares  throughout  the  world  I  straid, 
A  \irgin  widow ;  whose  deepe-wounded  mind 

With  love  long  time  did  languish,  as  the  striken  hind. 
XXV. 
"  At  last  it  chaunced  this  proud  Sarazin 
To  meete  me  wandring ;  who  perforce  me  led 
With  him  away  ;  but  yet  could  never  win 
The  fort,  that  ladies  hold  in  soveraigne  dread. 
There  lies  he  now  with  foule  dishonor  dead. 
Who,  whiles  he  livde,  was  called  proud  Sansfoy, 
The  eldest  of  three  brethren  ;  all  three  bred 
Of  one  bad  sire,  whose  youngest  is  Sansioy  ; 

And  twixt  them  both  was  born  the  bloudy  bold  Sansioy. 
XXVI. 
"  In  this  sad  plight,  friendlesse,  unfortunate, 
Now  miserable  1  Fidessa  dwell, 

'  Debonaire,  gentle,  courteous.        ^  Fonc,  foes.       '  jJssaitl,  assailed. 


XXVI.  2.  —  Fidessa.]     Fidessa  means  faithful ;  on  assumed  name, 
corresponding  to  her  assumed  character. 
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Cia\iii;^  of  you,  in  j)ilty  of  my  state, 
'I'd  doe  none  ill,  if  please  ye  not  doc  well." 
He  ill  j^reut  passion  '  all  this  while  did  dwell, 
More  husying  his  (juicke  eies,  her  face  to  view, 
Then  ^  his  dull  eares,  to  hearc  what  slice  did  tell ; 
And  said,  "  Faire  lady,  hart  of  flint  would  rcw 

The  undeserved  woes  and  sorrowes  which  ye  shew. 
XXVII. 
"  Henceforth  in  safe  assuraunce  may  ye  rest. 
Having  both  found  a  new  fnend  you  to  aid. 
And  lost  an  old  foe  that  did  you  molest : 
Better  new  fiiend  then  an  old  foe  is  said." 
With  chaunge  of  chear  the  seeniing-siniple  maid 
Let  fal  her  eien,  as  shamefast,  to  the  earth. 
And  ycclding  soft,  in  that  she  nought  gainsaid. 
So  forth  they  rode,  he  feining  seemely  merth. 

And  shee  coy  lookes :  so  dainty,^  they  say,  maketh  derth. 
XXVIII. 
Long  time  they  thus  together  travelled  ; 
Til,  weary  of  their  way,  they  came  at  last 
Where  grew  two  goodly  trees,  that  faire  did  spred 
Their  armes  abroad,  with  gray  mosse  overcast ; 
And  their  greene  leaves,  trembling  with  every  blast, 
Made  a  calme  shadowe  far  in  compasse  round  : 
The  fearefuU  shepheard,  often  there  aghast, 
Under  them  never  sat,  ne  wont  there  sound 

His  mery  oaten  pipe  ;  but  shund  th'  unlucky  ground. 

'  Passion,  suffering.         -   Then,  than.         •*  Dainty,  valuable. 


XXVIl.  9.  —  So  dainty  viaketh  dcrth.']  Fidessa  affects  a  coy  de- 
meanor, because  that  which  is  not  easily  attained  is  enhanced  in 
value. 
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XXIX. 

But  this  good  Knight,  soone  as  he  them  can  spie, 

For  the  coole  shade  him  thither  hastly  got : 

For  golden  Phoebus,  now  ymounted  liie, 

From  fiery  wheeles  of  his  fake  chariot 

Hurled  his  beame  so  scorchmg  cruell  hot, 

That  living  ci'eature  mote  it  not  abide  ; 

And  his  new  Lady  it  endured  not. 

There  they  alight,  in  hope  themselves  to  hide 
From  the  fierce  heat,  and  rest  their  weary  limbs  a  tide.^ 
XXX. 

Faire-seemely  pleasaunce  ^  each  to  other  makes, 

With  goodly  purposes,^  there  as  they  sit ; 

And  in  his  falsed  ^  fancy  he  her  takes 

To  be  the  fairest  wight,  that  lived  yit ; 

Which  to  expresse,  he  bends  his  gentle  wit ; 

And,  thinking  of  those  braunches  greene  to  fi-ame 

A  girlond  for  her  dainty  forehead  fit. 

He  pluckt  a  bough ;  out  of  whose  rifte  there  came 
Smal  drops  of  gory  bloud,  that  trickled  down  the  same. 
XXXI. 

Therewith  a  piteous  yelling  voice  was  heard. 

Crying,  "  O  spare  with  guilty  hands  to  teare 

My  tender  sides  in  this  rough  rynd  embard ;  ^ 

But  fly,  ah  !  fly  far  hence  away,  for  feai'e 

Least  to  you  hap,  that  happened  to  me  heare, 

And  to  this  wretched  Lady,  my  deare  love ; 

O  too  deare  love,  love  bought  widi  death  too  deare  !  "  „^ 

Astond  he  stood,  and  up  his  hearc ''  did  hove ; 
And  with  that  suddein  horror  could  no  member  move. 

'   Tide,  while.  *  FalscJ,  deceived. 

'  Pleasaunce,  pleasure.  '  Kmhard,  shut  up. 

'  Purposes,  discourses.  "  Ilea  re,  hair. 
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XXXII. 

At  last  whcnas  the  dreadfull  pa.ssion 
Was  overpast,  and  manhood  well  awake ; 
Yet  musing  at  the  straungo  occasion, 
And  doubting  much  his  sence,  he  thus  bespake; 
"  What  voice  of  damned  ghost  from  Limbo  Lake, 
Or  guilefull  spriglit  wandring  in  empty  aire, 
(I^olli  wliich  Iruile  men  doe  oftentiiiics  mistake,) 
Sends  to  my  doubtful  eares  these  speaches  rare,^ 

And  mcfuU  plaints,  me  bidding  guiltelesse  blood  to  spare  '  '* 
XXXIII. 
Then  groning  deep  ;  "  Nor  damned  ghost,"  quoth  he, 
"  Nor  guileful  sprite,  to  thee  these  words  doth  speake ; 
But  once  a  man  Fradubio,  now  a  tree ; 
Wretched  man,  wretched  tree  !  whose  nature  weake 
A  cmell  Witch,  her  cursed  will  to  wreake, 
Hath  thus  transfornid,  and  plast-  in  open  plaines. 
Where  Boreas  doth  blow  full  bitter  bleako. 
And  scorching  sunne  does  dry  my  secret  vaines  ; 

For  though  a  tree  I  seeme,  yet  cold  and  heat  me  paines." 
XXXIV. 
"  Say  on,  Fradubio,  then,  or  man  or  tree," 
Quoth  then  the  Knight ;  "  by  whose  mischievous  arts 
Art  thou  misshaped  thus,  as  now  I  see  ? 
He  oft  finds  med'cine  who  his  griefe  imparts ; 
But  double  griefs  aiBict  concealing  harts ; 
As  raging  flames  who  striveth  to  suppressed' 
'  The  author  then,"  said  he,  "  of  all  my  smarts, 

'  Rare,  strange.  *  Plast,  placed. 


XXXIII.  3.  —  Fradubio.]     Fradubio  means  doubtful. 
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Is  one  Duessa,  a  false  sorceresse, 
That  many  errant  Knights  hath  broght  to  wretchednesse. 
XXXV. 

"  In  prime  of  youthly  yeares,  when  corage  hott 

The  fii'e  of  love  and  ioy  of  chevalree 

First  kindled  in  my  brest,  it  was  my  lott 

To  love  this  gentle  Lady,  whome  ye  see 

Now  not  a  Lady,  but  a  seeming  tree ; 

With  whome  as  once  I  rode  accompanyde, 

Me  chaunced  of  a  Knight  encountred  bee, 

That  had  a  like  faire  Lady  by  his  syde ; 
Lyke  a  faire  Lady,  but  did  fowle  Duessa  hyde ; 
XXXVI. 

'•'  Whose  forged  ^  beauty  he  did  take  in  hand 

All  other  Dames  to  have  exceded  faiTe ; 

I  in  defence  of  mine  did  likewise  stand, 

Mine,  that  did  then  shine  as  the  morning  starre. 

So  both  to  batteill  fierce  arraunged  aire : 

In  which  his  harder  fortune  was  to  fall 

Under  my  speare  ;  such  is  the  dye  -  of  warre. 

His  Lady,  left  as  a  prise  martiall. 
Did  yield  her  comely  person  to  be  at  my  call.^ 
XXXVII. 

"  So  doubly  lov'd  of  Ladies  unlike  faire, 

Th'  one  seeming  such,  tlie  other  such  indeede, 

One  day  in  doubt  I  cast  for  to  compare 

Whether  "*  in  beauties  gloria  did  exceede ; 

A  rosy  girlond  was  the  victors  meede. 

>  Forged,  false.  ^   CaU,  will. 

*  Dijc,  lot.  *  Whclher,  which  of  the  two. 


XXXIV.  8. —  Duessa.']  Duessa  means  douUf-mindnl,  and  is  the 
true  name  of  the  woman  attending  the  knight  under  tlie  luisumed  uome 
of  Fidessa. 
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Both  socindL'  to  win,  and  both  sei-iiide  won  to  Ixc;  ; 
So  hard  llie  discord  was  to  bo  agrccde. 
Fnclissa  was  as  fairc,  as  faire  mote  bee, 

A.nd  ever  false  Duessa  scemde  as  faire  as  shee. 
XXXVIII. 
"  The  wicked  Witch,  now  seeing  all  this  while 
The  douljtfuii  ballaunce  equally  to  sway, 
What  not  by  right,  she  cast  to  win  by  guile  ; 
And,  by  her  hellish  science,  raisd  streight  way 
A  foggy  mist  that  overcast  the  day, 
And  a  dull  blast  that  breathing  on  her  face 
Dimmed  her  former  beauties  shining  ray, 
And  with  foule  ugly  forme  did  her  disgrace : 

Then  was  she  fayre  alone,  when  none  was  fayre  in  place.' 
XXXIX. 
"  Then  cride  she  out,  '  Fye,  fye,  deformed  wight, 
Whose  boiTowed  beautie  now  appeareth  plaine 
To  have  before  bewitched  all  mens  sight : 
O  leave  her  soone,  or  let  her  soone  be  slaine  ! ' 
Her  loathly  visage  viewing  with  disdaine, 
Eftsoones  ~  1  thought  her  such  as  she  me  told, 
And  would  have  kild  her  ;  but  with  faigned  paine 
The  false  Witch  did  my  wrathfull  hand  withhold  : 

So  left  her,  where  she  now  is  tumd  to  trccU  mould. 

XL. 
"  Thcnsfoith  I  tooke  Duessa  for  my  Dame, 
And  in  the  Witch  unweeting^  ioyd  long  time; 
Ne  ever  wist,  but  that  she  was  the  same : 

'  In  place,  beside.  '  Eftsoones,  immediately. 

'  Unweetinrr ,  unknowintr. 


XXXVII.  8.  —  FrcBlissa,]    i.  e.  fragile,  or  frail. 

XXXVIII.  5.  —  '^  foggy  mist.]      Here  the  eflFects  of  calumny  in 
blasting  a  fair  reputation,  are  expressed. 
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Till  on  a  day  (that  day  is  everie  Prime, 
When  witches  wont  do  penance  for  their  crime,) 
I  chaunst  to  see  her  in  her  proper  hew, 
Bathing  her  selfe  in  origane  ^  and  thyme : 
A  filthy  foule  old  woman  I  did  vew, 

That  ever  to  have  toucht  her  I  did  deadly  rew. 
XLI. 
"  Her  neather  partes  misshapen,  monstruous, 
Were  hidd  in  water,  that  I  could  not  see ; 
But  they  did  seeme  more  foule  and  hideous, 
Then  ^  womans  shape  man  would  beleeve  to  bee. 
Thensforth  from  her  most  beastly  companie 
I  gan  refraine,  in  minde  to  shpp  away, 
Soone  as  appeard  safe  opportunitie  ; 
For  danger  great,  if  not  assurd  decay,^ 

I  saw  before  mine  eyes,  if  I  \vere  knowne  to  stray. 
XLII. 
"  The  divelish  hag,  by  chaunges  of  my  cheare, 
Perceiv'd  my  thought ;  and,  drownd  in  sleepie  night, 
With  wicked  herbes  and  oyntments  did  besmeare 
My  body,  all  through  charmes  and  magicke  might, 
That  all  my  senses  were  bereaved  quight : 
Tlien  brought  she  me  into  tliis  desert  waste, 
And  by  my  wretched  lovers  side  me  pight  * ; 
Where  now  enclosd  in  wooden  wals  full  faste, 

Banisht  fi'om  living  wights,  our  wearie  dales  we  waste." 
XLIII. 
"  But  how  long  time,"  said  then  die  Elfin  Knight, 
"  Are  you  in  this  misformed  hous  to  dwell  ?  " 

'   Origane,  wild  marjoram.  '  Decay,  destruction. 

*  Then,  than.  *  Pight,  placed. 


XL.  4.  —  Ecerie  PriTwe.]  Prime  here  means  spring.  It  is  a  com- 
mon notion  that  witches  arc  obliged  to  do  penance  once  a  year  in  some 
unsightly  or  bestial  form. 

6* 
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"  Wc!  may  not  cluunge,"  (luolli  lie,  "  lias  evill  pligJ^, 

Till  we  l)c  bathed  in  a  living  Well : 

That  is  the  tennc  prescribed  by  llie  spell." 

"  O  how,"  sayd  lie,  "  rnote  I  that  Well  out  fuid, 

That  may  restore  you  to  your  wonted  well  *  ? 

"  Time  and  suflised  fates  to  fonner  kynd  ^ 

Shall  us  restore ;  none  else  from  hence  may  us  unbynd." 
XLIV. 
The  false  Duessa,  now  Fidessa  bight, 
Heard  how  in  vaine  Fradubio  did  lament, 
And  knew  well  all  was  true.     But  the  good  Knight, 
Full  of  sad  feare  and  ghasdy  dreriment,^ 
When  all  this  speech  the  living  tree  had  spent. 
The  bleeding  bough  did  thmst  into  the  gi'ound. 
That  from  the  blood  he  might  be  innocent, 
And  with  fresh  clay  did  close  the  wooden  wound : 

Then  turning  to  his  Lady,  dead  with  feare  her  fownd. 

XLV. 
Her  seeming  dead  he  fownd  with  feigned  feare, 
As  all  unweeting ''  of  that  well  she  knew ; 
And  paynd  himselfe  with  busie  care  to  reare 
Her  out  of  carelesse  swowne.     Her  eyelids  blew, 
And  dimmed  sight  with  pale  and  deadly  hew. 
At  last  she  up  gan  lift ;  with  trembling  cheare 
Her  up  he  tooke,  (too  simple  and  too  trew,) 
And  oft  her  kist.     At  length,  all  passed  feare. 

He  set  her  on  her  steede.  and  foi'ward  forth  did  beare. 

'   Well,  well-being.  •*  Dreriment,  sorrow. 

'  Kijnd,  nature.  *  Unweeting,  unknowing. 


Of  these  enchanted  lovers  we  hear  no  more.  Upton  conjectures  that 
their  disenchantment  would  have  been  effected  in  some  subsequent 
book,  had  the  poem  been  completed. 
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CANTO   III. 

Forsaken  Truth  long  seekes  her  Love, 

And  makes  the  lyon  mylde  ; 
Marres  blind  Devotions  mart,  and  fals 

In  hand  of  leachour  vylde. 

I. 

Nought  is  there  under  heaven's  wide  hollownesse, 
That  moves  more  deare  compassion  of  mind, 
Then  beautie  brought  t'  unworthie  wretchednesse 
Through  envies  snares,  or  fortunes  freak es  unkind. 
I,  whether  lately  through  her  biightnes  blynd, 
Or  through  alleageance,  and  fast  fealty, 
Which  I  do  owe  unto  all  \\'omankynd, 
Feele  my  hart  perst  with  so  great  agony. 
When  such  I  see,  that  all  for  pitty  I  could  dy. 
II. 
And  now  it  is  empassioned  ^  so  deepe. 
For  fairest  Unaes  sake,  of  whom  I  sing. 
That  my  frayle  eies  these  lines  with  teares  do  steepe. 
To  think  how  she  through  guyleful  handeling, 
Though  tme  as  touch,  though  daughter  of  a  king. 
Though  faire  as  ever  living  wight  was  fayre, 
Though  nor  in  word  nor  deede  ill  meriting, 

>  Empassioned,  moved. 


I.  1.  —  J\'ought,  &C.]     In  this  canto  tlio  ndvonturcs  of  Una  are   re- 
sumed, from  the  ninth  stanza  of  the  prcrodinir  canto. 

II.  5.  —  TVue  as  touch,]    i.  e.  true  as  llie  touchstone  by  which  other 
Bubstonces  are  tried 
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Is  from  her  Kiiii^lit  divorcc-d  in  dcspayre, 
And  her  dew  loves  dery  v'd  '  to  that  vyle  Witches  shayre. 

III. 
Yet  she,  most  failhfull  Ladie,  all  this  while 
Forsaken,  wofuli,  solitarie  mayd, 
Far  from  all  peoples  preace,'-  as  in  exile, 
In  wildernesso  and  wastfull  deserts  strayd, 
To  seeke  her  Knight ;  who,  subtily  betrayd 
Through  that  late  vision  which  th'  Enchaunter  wrought 
Had  her  abandond  :  She,  of  nouglit  afirayd. 
Through  woods  and  wastnes  wide  him  daily  sought ; 
Yet  wished  tydinges  none  of  hiin  unto  her  brought. 

IV. 
One  day,  nigh  wcarie  of  the  yrkesome  way, 
From  her  unhastie  beast  she  did  alight ; 
And  on  the  grasse  her  dainty  limbs  did  lay 
In  secrete  shadow,  far  from  all  mens  sight ; 
From  her  fa)Te  head  her  fillet  she  undight,^ 
And  layd  her  stole  aside  :  Her  angels  face, 
As  the  great  eye  of  heaven,  shyned  bright. 
And  make  a  sunshine  in  the  shady  place  ; 
Did  ever  moitall  eye  behold  such  heavenly  grace. 

V. 
It  fortuned,  out  of  the  thickest  wood 
A  ramping  lyon  mshed  suddeinly, 
Hunting  full  greedy  after  salvage  blood : 

1  Dcr)/c'(Z,  transferred.     -  Preace,  press  or  throng.     ^  Undtght,  took  oif. 

V.  2. A  ramping  h/mi.]     Upton  conjectures  the  lion  to  be  the 

Encrlish  monarch,  the  defender  of  the  faith.  He  seems  rather  to  rep- 
resent a  manly  and  courageous  people  like  the  English,  and  the  hom- 
age he  pays  to  Una  betokens  the  respect  which  would  be  felt  by  such  a 
people  to  beauty  and  innocence. 
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Soone  as  the  royall  Virgin  he  did  spy, 
With  gaping  mouth  at  her  ran  greedily, 
To  have  attonce  devourd  her  tender  corse  : 
But  to  the  pray  when  as  he  drew  more  ny, 
His  bloody  rage  aswaged  with  remoree. 

And,  with  the  sight  amazd,  forgat  his  furious  forse. 
VI. 
Instead  thereof  he  kist  her  wearie  feet. 
And  lickt  her  lilly  hands  with  fawning  tong ; 
As  ^  he  her  wronged  innocence  did  weet.'^ 
O  how  can  beautie  maister  the  most  strong, 
And  simple  tmth  subdue  avenging  wrong ! 
Whose  yielded  pryde  and  proud  submission. 
Still  dreading  death,  when  she  had  marked  long, 
Her  hart  gan  melt  in  gi'eat  compassion  ; 

And  diizling  tcares  did  shed  for  pure  affection. 
VII. 
"  The  lyon,  lord  of  everie  beast  in  field," 
Quoth  she,  "  his  piincely  puissance  doth  abate, 
And  mightie  proud  to  humble  weake  does  yield, 
ForgetfuU  of  the  hungry  rage,  which  late 
Him  prickt,  in  pittie  of  my  sad  estate :  — 
But  he,  my  lyon,  and  my  noble  lord. 
How  does  he  find  in  cruell  hart  to  hate 
Her,  that  him  lov'd,  and  ever  most  adord 

As  the  god  of  my  life  ?  why  hath  he  mc  abhord  ?  " 
VIII. 
Redounding  ^  teares  did  choke  th'  end  of  her  plaint, 
Which  softly  ecchoed  from  the  neighbour  wood ; 
And,  sad  to  see  her  sorrowfull  constraint, 
The  kingly  beast  upon  her  gazing  stood ; 

'  .is,  as  if.  *   Jl'cct,  understand.  ^  Redounding,  flowing. 
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Willi  j)ilti(;  caliiul,  dowiio  fi-ll  liis  auyiy  mood. 

At  lust,  in  close  liart  sliuttiii<^  up  her  payne, 

Arose  the  Virgin  borne  of  heavenly  brood, 

And  to  her  snowy  palfn-y  ^ot  agayne, 
To  seeke  her  strayed  Chuiiipion  if  she  might  attayne. 

IX. 

The;  lyon  would  not  leave  her  flesolatf, 

But  with  her  went  along,  as  a  strong  gard 

Of  her  chast  person,  and  a  faythfull  mate 

Of  lier  sad  troubles  and  misfortunes  hard  : 

Still,  when  she  slept,  he  kept  both  watch  and  ward; 

And,  when  she  wakt,  he  wayted  diligent, 

With  humble  service  to  her  will  prepard  : 

From  her  fayre  eyes  he  took  command  ment, 
And  ever  by  her  lookes  conceived  her  intent. 

X. 

Long  she  thus  travelled  through  deserts  wyde, 

By  which  she  thought  her  wandring  Knight  shold  pas, 

Yet  never  shew  of  living  wight  espyde ; 

Till  that  at  length  she  found  the  troden  gras, 

In  which  the  tract  of  peoples  footing  was, 

Under  the  steepe  foot  of  a  mountaine  hore : 

The  same  she  foUowes,  till  at  last  she  has 

A  damzel  spyde  slow-footing  her  before, 
That  on  her  shoulders  sad  a  pot  of  water  bore. 

XI. 

To  whom  approching  she  to  her  gan  call. 

To  weet,^  if  dwelling  place  were  nigh  at  hand  ; 

But  the  mde  wench  her  answerd  nought  at  all ; 

She  could  not  heare,  nor  speake,  nor  understand  : 

1   If'cct,  Icarn. 


X.  9.  —  Shoulders  sad,^  i.  e.  sad  on  account  of  the  weight  of  lier  burden. 
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Till,  seeing  by  her  side  the  lyon  stand, 

With  suddein  feare  her  pitcher  downe  she  threw, 

And  fled  away  :  for  never  in  that  land 

Face  of  fayre  lady  she  before  did  vew, 

And  that  dredd  lyons  looke  her  cast  in  deadly  hew. 
XII. 
Full  fast  she  fled,  ne  ever  lookt  behynd, 
As  if  her  life  upon  the  wager  lay  ; 
And  home  she  came,  whereas  her  mother  blynd 
Sate  in  etemall  night ;  nought  could  she  say ; 
But,  suddeine  catching  hold,  did  her  dismay 
With  quaking  hands,  and  other  signes  of  feare : 
Who,  full  of  ghastly  fright  and  cold  affi'dy, 
Gan  shut  the  dore.     By  this  arrived  there 

Dame  Una,  weary  Dame,  and  entrance  did  requere : 
XIII. 
Which  when  none  yielded,  her  umnjly  page 
With  his  rude  clawes  the  wicket  open  rent. 
And  let  her  in ;  where,  of  his  cruell  rage 
Nigh  dead  with  feare,  and  faint  astonishment, 
Shee  found  them  both  in  darksome  comer  pent ; 
Where  that  old  woman  day  and  night  did  pray 
Upon  her  beads,  devoutly  penitent : 
Nine  hundred  Pater  nosters  every  day. 

And  thrise  nine  hundred  Aves,  she  was  wont  to  say. 
XIV. 
And,  to  augment  her  painefuU  penaunce  more, 
Thrise  every  wecke  in  ashes  shee  did  sitt, 
And  next  her  wrinkled  skin  rougli  sackecloth  wore, 
And  thrise-three  times  did  fast  from  any  bitt : 


XIII.  6.  —  Old  iriomav.']     Tho  old  woman,  named  Corceca,  is  Super- 
stition, and  her  daugiitcr  Abcsaa  is  Ignorance. 
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JJut  now  f(jr  fciin;  Inr  Ix'ads  she  did  forgelt. 
Whoso  needlesse  dread  for  to  remove  away, 
Faire  Una  framed  words  and  count'naiince  fill : 
Wliich  liardly  doen,  at  hiw^lh  she  gan  them  pray, 

Tliat  in  tlieir  cotage  small  that  night  she  rest  her  may. 
XV. 
TIk;  day  b  spent ;  ami  commeth  drowsic  night, 
When  every  creature  shrowded  is  in  sk-epe : 
Sad  Una  downe  her  laies  in  weary  [)li^ht, 
And  at  her  feete  the  lyon  watch  d  jtli  kecpe : 
In  stead  of  rest,  she  does  lament,  and  weepe, 
For  the  late  losse  of  her  deare-loved  Knight, 
And  sighes,  and  grones,  and  evermore  does  steepe 
Her  tender  brest  in  bitter  teares  all  night ; 

All  night  she  thinks  too  long,  and  often  lookes  for  light. 
XVI. 
Now  when  Aldeboran  was  mounted  hye 
Above  the  shinie  Cassiopeias  chaire, 
And  all  in  deadly  sleepe  did  drowned  lye, 
One  knocked  at  the  dore,  and  in  would  fare  ; 
He  knocked  fast,  and  often  curst,  and  sware. 
That  ready  entraunce  was  not  at  his  call ; 
For  on  his  backe  a  heavy  load  he  bare 
Of  nightly  stelths,  and  pillage  severall,^ 

Which  he  had  got  abroad  by  pui'chas  criminall.- 
XVII. 
He  was,  to  weete,  a  stout  and  sturdy  thiefe, 
Wont  to  robbe  churches  of  their  ornaments, 

1  Sererall,  various.  *  Purchas  criminaH,  robberies. 

XVII.  1.  —  ^  stout  and  sturdy  thiefe.]  The  robber  of  the  churches, 
described  in  this  stanza,  is  probably  meant  as  a  type  of  a  profligate 
priesthood,  wasting  the  revenues  of  tlie  church  in  self-indulgence, 
deceiving  superstition,  and  beloved  by  ignorance ;  and  in  his  death  by 
the  lion  is  imaged  the  virtuous  indignation  of  a  true-hearted  people 
against  them. 


C.  III.  THE    FAERIE    qUEENE.  73 

And  poore  mens  boxes  of  their  due  reliefe, 
Which  given  was  to  them  for  good  intents : 
The  holy  saints  of  their  rich  vestiments 
He  did  disrobe,  when  all  men  carelesse  slept ; 
And  spoild  the  priests  of  their  habiliments  ; 
Whiles  none  the  holy  things  in  safety  kept, 

Then  he  by  conning  sleights  in  at  the  window  crept. 
XVIII. 
And  all,  that  he  by  right  or  wrong  could  find, 
Unto  this  house  he  brought,  and  did  bestow 
Upon  the  daughter  of  this  woman  blind, 
Abessa,  daughter  of  Corceca  slow. 
With  whom  he  whoredome  usd  that  few  did  know, 
And  fed  her  fatt  with  feast  of  offerings. 
And  plenty,  which  in  all  the  land  did  grow ; 
Ne  spared  he  to  give  her  gold  and  rings : 

And  now  he  to  her  brought  part  of  his  stolen  things. 
XIX. 
Thus,  long  the  dore  with  rage  and  threats  he  bett ; 
Yet  of  those  fearfull  women  none  durst  rize, 
(The  lyon  frayed  ^  them,)  him  in  to  lett ; 
He  would  no  lenger  stay  him  to  advize, 
But  open  breakes  the  dore  in  furious  wize. 
And  entring  is  ;  when  that  disdainfull  beast, 
Encountring  fierce,  him  suddoin  doth  surprize ; 
And,  seizing  cmell  clawes  on  trembling  brest. 

Under  his  lordly  foot  him  proudly  hath  supprest. 
XX. 
Him  booteth  not  resist,  nor  succour  call, 
His  bleeding  hart  is  in  the  vengcrs  hand ; 
Wiio  streight  liiui  rent  in  thousand  peeces  small, 

'  Frayed,  terrified. 
VOL.    I.  7 
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And  (juilc  di.siiieiuljrcd  lialli  :   tlic  thirsty  land 
Dronke  up  his  life ;  l)i.s  corse  left  on  tlie  strand. 
His  fearefuU  frcends  weare  out  the  wofuU  nij^lit, 
No  dare  to  weepe,  nor  seerne  to  understand 
Tile  heavie  liap,  whicli  on  them  is  alight ; 

Affi-aid,  least  to  themselves  the  like  mishappen  might. 

XXI. 
Now  when  hroad  day  the  world  discovered  has, 
Up  Una  rose,  up  rose  the  lyon  eke  ; 
And  on  their  former  ioumoy  fonvard  pas. 
In  waies  unknowne,  her  wandring  Knight  to  seeke. 
With  paines  far  passing  that  long-wandring  Greeks, 
That  for  his  love  refused  deitye  : 
Such  were  the  labours  of  this  Lady  meoke, 
Still  seeking  him,  that  from  her  still  did  flye  ; 

Then  furthest  from  her  hope,  when  most  she  weened  nye. 
XXII. 
Soone  as  she  parted  thence,  the  fearfull  twayne. 
That  blind  old  woman,  and  her  daughter  dear. 
Came  forth  ;  and,  finding  Kirkrapine  there  slayne, 
For  anguish  great  they  gan  to  rend  their  heare. 
And  beat  their  brests,  and  naked  flesh  to  teare : 
And  when  they  both  had  wept  and  wayld  their  fill, 
Then  forth  they  ran,  like  two  amazed  deare, 
Halfe  mad  through  malice  and  revenging  will. 

To  follow  her,  that  was  the  causer  of  their  ill : 
XXIII. 
Whome  overtaking,  they  gan  loudly  bray. 
With  hollow  houling,  and  lamenting  cry ; 
Shamefully  at  her  rayling  all  the  way, 

XXI.  2.  —  Up  Una  rose.']     Imitated  from  a  fine  line  of  Chaucer  — 

"  Uprose  the  sunnc,  and  uprose  Emely." 
XXI.  5.  —  Long-wandring  Grccke.]     Ulysses. 
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And  her  accusing  of  dishonesty, 
That  was  the  flo\M-e  of  faith  and  chastity : 
And  still,  amidst  her  rayling  she  did  pray 
That  plagues,  and  mischiefes,  and  long  misery, 
Might  fall  on  her,  and  follow  all  the  way  ; 

And  that  in  endlesse  error  she  might  ever  stray. 
XXIV. 
But,  when  she  saw  her  prayers  nought  prevaile, 
Shee  backe  retourned  with  some  labour  lost ; 
And  in  the  way,  as  shee  did  weepe  and  waile, 
A  Knight  her  mett  in  mighty  armes  embost,^ 
Yet  Knidit  was  not  for  all  his  brago;ing  host ; 
But  subtill  Archimag,  that  Una  sought 
By  traynes  into  new  troubles  to  have  toste : 
Of  that  old  woman  tidings  he  besought, 

If  that  of  such  a  lady  shee  could  tellen  ought. 
XXV. 
Therewith  she  gan  her  passion  to  renew, 
And  cry,  and  curse,  and  raile,  and  rend  her  heare. 
Saying,  that  harlott  she  too  lately  knew, 
That  causd  her  shed  so  many  a  bitter  teare  ; 
And  so  forth  told  the  story  of  her  feare. 
Much  seemed  he  to  mone  her  haplesse  chaunce, 
And  after  for  that  Lady  did  inquere  ; 
Which  being  taught,  he  forward  gan  advaunce 

His  fair  enchaunted  steed,  and  eke  his  charmed  launce. 
XXVI. 
Ere  long  he  came  where  Una  traveild  slow, 
And  that  wilde  champion  wayting  her  besyde  ; 
Whome  seeing  such,  for  dread  bee  dui-st  not  show 
Him  selfe  too  nigh  at  hand,  but  turned  wyde 
Unto  an  hil ;  from  whence  when  she  him  spyde, 

'  Embost,  enclosed. 
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By  liis  likc-sei'iiiing  sliicld  lier  Kni^lit  Ijy  name 
Slice  vveend  it  was,  and  towards  liim  j^an  ride : 
Ajjprocliing  nigh  she  wist  it  was  llic  same  ; 

And  with  fuiie  ft-rffull  hiiniblcsse  towards  him  shcc  came: 
XXVIl. 
And  weeping  said,  "  Ah  my  long-lacked  lord. 
Whore  have  ye  Ijcne  thus  long  out  of  my  sight  ? 
Much  feared  1  to  have  bene  quite  abhord. 
Or  ought  have  done,  that  ye  displeascn  might ; 
That  should  as  death  unto  my  deare  heart  light : 
For  since  mine  eie  your  ioyous  sight  did  mis. 
My  cheiu-efuU  day  is  turnd  to  chearelesse  night, 
And  eke  my  night  of  death  the  shadow  is : 

But  welcome  now,  my  light,  and  shining  lampe  of  bib  1 " 
XXVIII. 
He  thereto  meeting  said,  "  My  dearest  dame, 
Far  be  it  from  your  thought,  and  fro  my  wil. 
To  thinke  that  knighthood  I  so  much  should  shame, 
As  you  to  leave  that  have  me  loved  stil, 
And  chose  in  Faery  court,  of  meere  good  wil, 
Where  noblest  Knights  were  to  be  found  on  earth. 
The  earth  shall  sooner  leave  her  kindly  skil 
To  bring  forth  fruit,  and  make  eternal  dcrth. 

Then  I  leave  you,  my  liefe,'  ybom  of  hevenly  berth. 
XXIX. 
"  And  sooth  to  say,  why  I  lefte  you  so  long. 
Was  for  to  seeke  adventure  in  straunge  place ; 
Where,  Archimago  said,  a  felon  strong 
To  many  Knights  did  daily  worke  disgrace  ; 
But  Knight  he  now  shall  never  more  deface  : 
Good  cause  of  mine  excuse  that  mote  ye  please 

'  Liefe,  love. 


XXIX.  6.—  Good  cause  of  mine  cxaise,  etc.]  The  meaning  is,  "  1 
hope  that  you  will  please  to  accept  well  this  sufficient  cause  of  ray 
excuse  " 
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Well  to  accept,  and  evennore  embrace 
My  faithful!  service,  that  by  land  and  seas 

Have  vowd  you  to  defend:  now  then  your  plaint  appease." 
XXX. 
His  lovely  ^  words  her  seemd  due  recompence 
Of  all  her  passed  paines :  one  loving  howre 
For  many  yeares  of  soitow  can  dispence ; 
A  dram  of  sweete  is  worth  a  pound  of  sowre. 
Shee  has  forgott  how  many  a  woeful  stowre  ~ 
For  him  she  late  endurd  ;  she  speakes  no  more 
Of  past :  true  is,  that  true  love  hadi  no  powre 
To  looken  backe ;  his  eies  be  fixt  before. 

Before  her  stands  her  Knight,  for  whom  she  toyld  so  sore. 
XXXI. 
Much  like,  as  when  the  beaten  marinere, 
That  long  hath  wandred  in  the  ocean  wide, 
Ofte  soust  in  swelling  Tethys  saltish  teare ; 
And  long  time  having  tand  his  tawney  hide 
With  blustring  breath  of  heaven,  that  none  can  bide. 
And  scorching  flames  of  fierce  Orions  hound ; 
Soone  as  the  port  from  far  he  has  espide, 
His  chearfull  whistle  nierily  doth  sound. 

And  Nereus  crownes  with  cups  ;  his  mates  him  pledg  around. 
XXXII. 
Such  ioy  made  Una,  when  her  Knight  she  found ; 
And  eke  th'  Enchaunter  ioyous  seemde  no  lesse 
Then  the  glad  marchant,  that  does  vew  from  ground 
His  ship  far  come  from  watrie  wildernesse  ; 
He  hurl<?s  out  vowes,  and  Neptune  oft  dodi  blesse. 
So  forth  they  past ;  and  all  the  way  they  spent 

*  Lovchj,  loving.  *  Stoirre,  danger. 


XXXI.  6.  —  Orions  hound.']     Sirius,  or  the  dog-sUir. 
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Discoursing;  of  lior  (Ireudful  late  distresse, 
111  wliicli  Ik;  askl  licr,  what  tlu)  lyon  merit ; 

Who  told,  her  all  that  ft-ll  in  ioiimey,  as  she  went. 
XWIII. 
They  had  not  ridileii  far,  when  they  niij^ht  see 
One  pricking  towards  them  with  hastie  heat, 
Full  strongly  annd,  and  on  a  courser  free 
That  through  his  fiersncssc  foined  all  with  sweat, 
And  the  sharpe  yron  did  for  anger  eat, 
When  his  hot  ryder  spurd  his  chauffed  ^  side ; 
His  looke  was  sterne,  and  seemed  still  to  threat 
Ciiiell  revenge,  which  he  in  hart  did  hydc : 

And  on  his  shield  Sans  loy  in  bloody  lines  was  dyde. 
XXXIV. 
When  nigh  he  di'ew  unto  this  gentle  payre, 
And  saw  the  red  crosse,  which  the  Knight  did  beare, 
He  burnt  in  fire  ;  and  gan  eftsoones  ^  prepare 
Himselfe  to  battcil  with  his  couched  speare. 
Loth  was  that  odier,  and  did  faint  through  feare, 
To  taste  th'  untryed  dint  of  deadly  Steele  : 
But  yet  his  Lady  did  so  well  him  cheare, 
That  hope  of  new  good  hap  he  gan  to  feele  ; 

So  bent  his  speare,  and  spurd  his  horse  with  yron  heele. 
XXXV. 
But  that  proud  Paynim  forward  came  so  ferce 
And  full  of  ^^Tath,  that,  with  his  sharp-head  speare, 
Through  vainly  crossed  shield  he  quite  did  perce  ; 

»  Chauffed,  chafed.  '  Eftsoones,  immediately. 


XXXIII.  9.  —  Sans  loy,]   i.  e.  without  law. 

XXXV.  3.  —  Vainly  crossed  shield.]  The  cross  on  the  shield  of  the 
disguised  Archimago  proved  no  protection,  unlike  that  on  the  shield  of 
the  Red-cross  Knight,  in  his  encounter  with  Sans-foy, Canto  II.,  XVIII. 
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And,  had  his  staggering  steed  not  shronke  for  feare, 
Through  shield  and  body  eke  he  should  him  beare : 
Yet,  so  great  was  the  puissance  of  his  push, 
That  from  his  sadle  quite  he  did  him  beare : 
He  tombling  mdely  downe  to  ground  did  rush. 

And  from  his  gored  wound  a  well  of  bloud  did  gush. 
XXXVI. 
Dismounting  lightly  from  his  loftie  steed, 
He  to  him  lept,  in  minde  to  reave  ^  his  life, 
And  proudly  said ;  "  Lo,  there  the  worthie  meed 
Of  him,  that  slew  Sansfoy  with  bloody  knife  : 
Henceforth  his  ghost,  freed  from  repining  strife, 
In  peace  may  passen  over  Lethe  lake ; 
When  mourning  altars,  pui'gd  with  enimies  life. 
The  black  infernall  Furies  doen  aslake~: 

Life  from  Sansfoy  thou  tookst,  Sansloy  shall  from  thee  take." 
XXXVII. 
Therewith  in  haste  his  helmet  gan  unlace. 
Till  LTna  cride,  "  O  hold  that  heavie  hand. 
Dear  Sir,  what  ever  that  thou  be  in  place  : 
Enough  is,  that  thy  foe  dodi  vanquisht  stand 
Now  at  thy  mercy  ;  mercy  not  withstand  ; 
For  he  is  one  the  tmest  Knight  alive, 
Though  conquered  now  he  lye  on  lowly  land  ; 
And  whilost  him  fortune  favourd,  fliyre  did  thrive 

In  bloudy  field  ;  therefore  of  life  him  not  deprive." 
XXXVIII. 
Her  piteous  wordcs  might  not  abate  his  rage  ; 
But,  rudely  rending  up  iiis  hehnet,  would 

'  Reave,  take.  ■  Doen  aslake,  do  appease. 


XXXVII.  3. —  Whiit  t.trr  that  than  he  in  jilacr,]    i.  c.  whoever  you 
may  be. 


80  TIIK    FAKIUi:    (ILEKNE.  B.   1. 

Have  slayii"!  Iiiiii  strc'l;:;lii :   but  wlien  he  sees  his  age, 
And  hoariu  head  of  Archimago  old, 
His  hasty  hand  lie  doth  ainasod  hokl, 
And.  halfc  ashamed,  wondrcd  at  the  si^ht : 
For  that  (jld  man  well  knew  ho,  thoii;L,'h  untold, 
In  charmes  and  magick  to  have  wondrous  might ; 

Ne  ever  wont  in  Geld,  ne  in  round  lists,  to  fight : 
XXXIX. 
And  said,  "  Why  Archhnago,  lucklesse  syre. 
What  doe  I  see  ?  what  hard  mishap  is  this. 
That  hath  thee  hether  brought  to  taste  mine  yre  ? 
Or  thine  the  fault,  or  mine  the  error  is, 
Instead  of  foe  to  wound  my  friend  amis  ?  " 
He  answered  nought,  but  in  a  traunce  still  lay, 
And  on  those  guilefull  dazed  eyes  of  his 
The  cloude  of  death  did  sit ;  which  doen  away, 

He  left  him  lying  so,  ne  would  no  longer  stay  : 

XL. 
But  to  the  Virgin  comes ;  who  all  this  while 
Amascd  stands,  herselfe  so  mockt  to  see 
By  him,  who  has  the  guerdon  of  his  guile. 
For  so  misfeigning  her  true  Knight  to  bee  : 
Yet  is  she  now  in  more  perplexitie, 
Left  in  the  hand  of  that  same  Paynini  bold, 
From  whom  her  booteth  not  at  all  to  flie  : 

XXXVIII.  7.  —  JVell  kneio  he,  though  untold.]  Knew  seems  to  be 
used  in  two  senses  here.  He  knew  him  by  sight,  i.  e.  recognized  him 
without  being  told  who  it  was,  and  he  also  knew  that  he  was  a  magi- 
cian, not  a  warrior. 

XXXVIII.  9.  —  Round  lists.]     Enclosed  spaces  for  tournaments. 

XXXIX.  8. —  IChich  doen  aicaij.]  Which  cloud  of  deatlij  that  is, 
the  immediate  danger  of  death  having  passed  away. 


C.  III.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  81 

Who,  by  her  cleanly  gamient  catching  hold, 
Her  fi'om  her  palfrey  pluckt,  her  visage  to  behold. 

XLI. 
By  her  fiers  servant,  full  of  kingly  aw 
And  high  disdaine,  whenas  his  soveraine  Dame 
So  rudely  handled  by  her  foe  he  saw, 
With  gaping  iawes  full  greedy  at  him  came. 
And,  ramping  on  his  shield,  did  weene  ^  the  same 
Have  reft  away  with  his  sharp  rending  clawes : 
But  he  was  stout,  and  lust  did  now  inflame 
His  corage  more,  that  from  his  griping  pawes 
He  hath  his  shield  redeemd  ;  and  forth  his  swerd  he  drawes. 
XLII. 
O  then,  too  weake  and  feeble  was  the  forse 
Of  salvage  beast,  his  puissance  to  withstand  ! 
For  he  was  strong,  and  of  so  miglitie  corse,^ 
As  ever  wielded  speare  in  warlike  hand  ; 
And  feates  of  armes  did  wisely  understand. 
Eftsoones  ^  he  perced  through  his  chaufed  "*  chest 
With  thrilling  point  of  deadly  yron  brand, 
And  launcht  his  lordly  hart :  with  death  opprest 
He  ror'd  aloud,  whiles  life  forsooke  his  stubborne  brest. 
XLIII. 
Who  now  is  left  to  keepe  the  forlorne  IVIaid 
From  raging  spoile  of  lawlesse  victoi-s  will  ? 
Her  faitlifuU  gard  rcmov'd  ;  her  hope  dismaid  ; 
Her  selfe  a  yielded  pray  to  save  or  spill  ^ ! 
He  now,  lord  of  the  fit-ld,  his  pride  to  fill, 
With  foule  rcproches  and  disdaineful  spigiit 
Her  vildly  entertaines  ;  and,  will  or  nil), 

'   Weene,  purpose.  *  Chan  fed,  chofod. 

2  Corse,  frame.  ^  SjtiU,  dostroy. 

'  Eftsoones,  immediately. 
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J}i';ii-s  licr  away  iijK)ii  his  fourser  light: 
Her  pr.ivrrs  nouL'lit  pn-sailr;  liis  nige  is  more  of  miglit. 
XMV. 
And  all  ihf  wav,  with  gn-al  lamenting  painc, 
And  pitrous  ])laint(is,  she  filleth  his  dull  eares, 
Tliat  stony  hart  roiild  rivf-n  have  in  Iwaine ; 
And  all  the  way  she  welts  with  flowing  teares ; 
But  he,  enrag'd  with  rancor,  nothing  heares. 
Her  servile  beast  yet  would  not  leave  her  so, 
But  followcs  her  far  off,  ne  ought  he  feares 
To  be  partaker  of  her  wandiing  woe. 
More  mild  in  beastly  kind,  dien  that  her  beastly  foe.* 


*  The  defeat  of  Arcliiinago  in  this  canto  seems  hardly  consistent  with 
his  magical  skill.  Spenser  may  mean  to  inculcate  by  it  the  moral,  that 
the  pretended  friends  of  Truth  tire  overthrown  and  detected  in  the 
hour  of  peril.  The  captivity  of  Una  and  the  death  of  the  lion  may  be 
typical  of  the  dangers  to  which  Truth  and  her  stout  and  simple  chain- 
plons  are  exposed  from  lawless  violence. 
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CANTO   IV. 


To  sinfull  Hous  of  Pryde  Duess- 
a  guydes  the  faithfull  Knight ; 

Where,  brothers  death  to  wreak,  Sansioy 
Doth  chalenff  him  to  fisrht. 


I. 
Young  Knight  whatever,  that  dost  armes  professe, 
And  through  long  labours  huntest  after  fame, 
Beware  of  fraud,  beware  of  ficklenesse, 
In  choice,  and  chaunge,  of  thy  deare-loved  dame ; 
Least  thou  of  her  believe  too  lightly  blame, 
And  rash  miswcening  doe  thy  hart  remove  : 
For  unto  Knight  there  is  no  greater  shame. 
Then  ^  lightnesse  and  inconstancie  in  love : 
That  doth  this  Redcrosse  Knights  ensample  plainly  prove. 

[I. 
Who,  after  that  he  had  faire  Una  lornc,'^ 
Through  light  misdeeming  of  her  loialtie  ; 
And  false  Duessa  in  her  sted  had  borne, 
Called  Fidess',  and  so  supposd  to  be ; 

>  Then,  than.  '  Lome,  deserted. 


Arg.  1. —  To  siufuU  IIous,  t&c]  The  adventures  of  the  Red-cross 
Kniglit  arc  resumed  from  the  second  canto. 

1-  y. —  This  Redcrosse  Kni>rhts  ensample.]  "The  author  has  shown 
judgment  in  making  liis  Knight  of  the  Red-cross,  or  St.  George,  no 
perfect  character,  witliout  which  many  of  tlie  incidents  could  not  liave 
been  represented."  —  Hughes. 
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Lonjf  with  li<r  Iravcild  ;   till  al  last  they  see 
A  goodly  hulldiiiif,  bravely  garnished  ; 
Tile  house  of  iiiightie  jjriiice  it  scemd  to  he; 
And  towards  it  a  broad  high  way  that  led, 

All  ban.'  through  peoples  feet,  which  thether  traveiled. 
III. 
Great  troupes  of  people  traveild  ihelherward 
Both  day  and  night,  of  each  degree  and  place ; 
But  few  returned,  liaving  scaped  iiard, 
With  baleful!  beggcry,  or  foule  disgrace  ; 
Which  ever  after  in  most  wretched  case, 
Like  loathsome  lazars,^  by  the  hedges  lay. 
Thether  Duessa  badd  him  bend  his  pace  ; 
For  she  is  wearie  of  the  toilsom  way ; 

And  also  nigh  consumed  is  the  lingring  day. 
IV. 
A  stately  pallace  built  of  squared  bricke. 
Which  cunningly  was  without  morter  laid. 
Whose  wals  were  high,  but  nodiing  strong  nor  thick. 
And  golden  foile  all  over  them  displaid. 
That  purest  skye  with  biightnesse  they  dismaid ; 
High  lifted  up  were  many  loftie  towres. 
And  goodly  galleries  far  over  laid, 
Full  of  faire  windowes  and  delightful  bowres  ; 

And  on  the  top  a  diall  told  the  timely  howres. 
V. 
It  was  a  goodly  heape  for  to  behould, 
And  spake  the  praises  of  the  workraans  witt : 
But  full  great  pittie,  that  so  faire  a  mould 
Did  on  so  weake  foundation  ever  sitt : 
For  on  a  sandie  hill,  that  still  did  flltt 

•  Lazars,  leprous  persons. 
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And  fall  away,  it  mounted  was  full  hie : 
That  every  breath  of  heaven  shaked  itt : 
And  all  the  hinder  partes,  that  few  could  spie, 

Were  ruinous  and  old,  but  painted  cunningly. 

VI. 
Arrived  there,  they  passed  in  forth  right ; 
For  still  to  all  the  gates  stood  open  wide : 
Yet  charge  of  them  was  to  a  porter  hight,^ 
Cald  Malvenu,  who  entrance  none  denide : 
Thence  to  the  hall,  which  was  on  every  side 
With  rich  array  and  costly  an-as  dight  ^ : 
Infinite  sortes  of  people  did  abide 
There  waiting  long,  to  win  the  wished  sight 

Of  her,  that  was  the  Lady  of  that  pallace  bright. 

VII. 
By  them  they  passe,  all  gazing  on  them  round, 
And  to  the  Presence  ^  mount ;  whose  glorious  vew 
Their  frayle  amazed  senses  did  confound. 
In  living  princes  court  none  ever  knew 
Such  endlesse  richesse,  and  so  sumpteous  shew  : 
Ne  Persia  selfe,  the  nourse  of  pompous  pride, 
Like  ever  saw  :  And  there  a  noble  crew 
Of  Lords  and  Ladies  stood  on  every  side, 

Which,  with  their  presence  fayre,  the  place  much  beautifide. 

VIII. 
High  above  all  a  cloth  of  state  was  spred, 
And  a  rich  throne,  as  bright  as  sunny  day ; 
On  which  there  sate,  most  brave  embellished 
With  royail  robes  and  gorgeous  array, 
A  mayden  Queene  that  shone,  as  Titans  ray, 

'  Hight,  intrusted.  *  J^ig^'f,  ornamented. 

'  Prciinicc,  pres(>nco-  or  recojition-rooni. 
VOL.  I.  8 
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In  glistring  gold  nnd  j)('nl<;s.sc  prctious  stone  ; 
Yet  h(;r  bright  blazini^  hcaiuie  did  assay  ' 
To  dim  the  brightnesse  of  bcr  glorious  throne, 

As  envying  her  selfe,  that  too  exceeding  shone  : 

IX. 
Exceeding  shone,  like  Phoebus  fayrest  childe, 
That  dill  presume  his  fatiiers  fyrie  wayne. 
And  flaming  mouthes  of  steedes  unwonted  wilde. 
Through  highest  heaven  with  weaker  hand  to  rayne ; 
Proud  of  such  glory  and  advancement  vayne. 
While  flashing  beames  do  daze  his  feeble  eyen, 
He  leaves  the  welkin  ^  way  most  beaten  playne, 
And,  rapt  with  whirling  wheeles,  inflames  the  skyen 

With  fu'e  not  made  to  bume,  but  fayrely  for  to  shyne. 

X. 
So  proud  she  shyned  in  her  princely  state, 
Looking  to  heaven  ;  for  earth  she  did  disdayne  : 
And  sitting  high  ;  for  lowly  she  did  hate  • 
Lo,  underneath  her  scornefull  feete  was  layne 
A  dreadfuU  Dragon  with  an  hideous  trayne  ; 
And  in  her  hand  she  held  a  mu-rhour  bright. 
Wherein  her  face  she  often  vewed  fayne, 
And  in  her  selfe-lov'd  semblance  took  delight ; 

For  she  was  wondrous  fau'e,  as  any  living  wight. 

XI. 
Of  gricsly  Pluto  she  the  daughter  was. 
And  sad  Proserpina,  the  queene  of  hell ; 
Yet  did  she  thinke  her  pearelesse  worth  to  pas  ^ 
That  parentage,  with  pride  so  did  she  swell ; 
And  thundring  love,  that  high  in  heaven  doth  dwell 
And  wield  the  world,  she  claymed  for  her  syre  ; 

1  ^ssaij,  attempt.  *  IVclkin,  heavenly. 

^  Pds,  surpass. 
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Or  if  that  any  else  did  love  excell ; 
For  to  the  highest  she  did  still  aspyre ; 

Or,  if  ought  higher  were  then  that,  did  it  desyre. 
XII. 
And  proud  Lucifera  men  did  her  call, 
That  made  her  selfe  a  Queene,  and  cro\vnd  to  be ; 
Yet  rightfull  kingdome  she  had  none  at  all, 
Ne  heritage  of  native  soveraintie ; 
But  did  usurpe  with  wrong  and  tyrannie 
Upon  the  scepter,  which  she  now  did  hold : 
Ne  ruld  her  realme  with  lawes,  but  pollicie, 
And  strong  advizement  of  six  Wisards  old, 

That  with  then*  counsels  bad  her  kingdome  did  uphold. 
XIII. 
Soone  as  the  Elfin  Knight  in  presence  came. 
And  false  Duessa,  seeming  l^ady  fayre, 
A  gentle  husher,  Vanitie  by  name, 
Made  rowme,  and  passage  for  them  did  prepaire : 
So  goodly  brought  them  to  the  lowest  stayre 
Of  her  high  throne ;  where  they,  on  humble  knee 
Making  obeysaunce,  did  die  cause  declare, 
Why  they  were  come,  her  roiall  state  to  see, 

To  prove  the  wide  report  of  her  great  maiestee. 
XIV. 
With  loftie  eyes,  halfe  loth  to  looke  so  lowe, 
She  thancked  them  in  her  disdainefuU  wise ; 
Ne  other  grace  vouchsafed  them  to  showe 
Of  princesse  worthy  ;  scarse  them  bad  arise. 
Her  Lordes  and  Ladies  all  this  while  devise 
Themselves  to  setten  forth  to  straungere  sl^ht : 
Some  frounce  ^  their  curled  hearc  in  courtly  guise  ; 

'  Frounce,  j)l;iit,  or  fold. 
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Some  prancke '  tluir  nifTcs  ;  and  oiIk.ts  Irliuly  diglit 
Tlicir  gay  atlyre :  each  olliers  greater  pride  does  spight. 

XV. 
Goodly  lli(!y  all  that  Kniglit  doe  entcrtayne, 
Right  glad  with  him  to  have  increast  their  crew  ; 
But  to  Duess'  each  one  himsclfe  did  payne  ^ 
All  kindnessc  and  faire  courtesie  to  shew  ; 
For  in  that  court  whylome^  her  well  they  knew: 
Yet  the  stout  Faery  niongst  the  iniddest  crowd 
Thought  all  their  glorie  vaine  in  knightly  vew, 
And  that  great  Princesse  too  exceeding  prowd, 
That  to  strange  Knight  no  better  countenance  allowd. 

XVI. 
Suddein  upriseth  from  her  stately  place 
The  roiall  Dame,  and  for  her  coche  doth  call  : 
All  hurtlcn ''  forth ;  and  she,  with  princely  pace. 
As  faire  Aurora,  in  her  purple  pall. 
Out  of  the  east  the  dawning  day  doth  call. 
So  forth  she  comes ;  her  brightnes  brode  doth  blaze. 
The  heapes  of  people,  thronging  in  the  hall, 
Doe  ride  each  other,  upon  her  to  gaze : 
Her  glorious  glitterand  light  doth  all  mens  eies  amaze. 

XVII. 
So  forth  she  comes,  and  to  her  coche  does  clyme. 
Adorned  all  with  gold  and  girlonds  gay, 
That  seemd  as  fresh  as  Flora  in  her  prime ; 
And  strove  to  match,  in  roiall  rich  array, 
Great  lunoes  golden  chayre ;  ^  the  which,  they  say, 

>  PrancJie,  adjust.  *  Hurtlen,  rush. 

"  Paijnc,  exert.  *  Chayre,  chariot. 

3   Wujlome,  formerly. 


XIV.  9.  —  Each  others  ^eater  pride  does  spight.}     Each  one  is  an 
noyed  by  the  greater  attractions  of  anotlier. 


C.  IV.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  89 

The  gods  stand  gazing  on,  when  she  does  ride 

To  loves  high  hous  through  hevens  bras-paved  way, 

Drawne  of  fayre  pecocks,  that  excell  in  pride. 

And  full  of  Argus  eyes  their  tayles  dispredden  wide. 
XVIII. 
But  this  was  drawne  of  six  unequall  beasts, 
On  which  her  six  sage  counsellours  did  ryde, 
Taught  to  obay  their  bestiall  beheasts. 
With  like  conditions  to  their  kindes  applyde : 
Of  which  the  first,  that  all  the  rest  did  guyde, 
Was  sluggish  Idlenesse,  the  nourse  of  sin  ; 
Upon  a  slouthfull  asse  he  chose  to  ryde, 
Arayd  in  habit  blacke,  and  amis  ^  thin ; 

Like  to  an  holy  monck,  the  service  to  begin. 
XIX. 
And  in  his  hand  his  portesse  -  still  he  bare. 
That  much  was  wome,  but  therein  little  redd ; 
For  of  devotion  he  had  little  care, 
Still  drownd  in  sleepe  and  most  of  his  dales  dedd : 
Scarse  could  he  once  uphold  his  heavie  hedd, 
To  looken  whether  it  were  night  or  day. 
May  seeme  the  wayne  ^  was  very  evil  ledd, 
When  such  an  one  had  guiding  of  the  way, 

That  knew  not,  whether  right  he  went  or  else  astray. 
XX. 
From  worldly  cares  himselfe  he  did  esloyne,"* 
And  greatly  shunned  manly  exercise ; 

'  Amis,  robe.  ^    Wayne,  chariot. 

^  Portesse,  breviary.  *  Esloijne,  withdraw. 


XVIIl.  2.  —  Six  sage  counsellours.']  Pride  is  one  of  the  seven  dcadlj' 
sins,  and  her  six  counsellors  are  the  other  six.  The  descri]>lion  of 
these  vices  contains  some  of  Spenser's  most  striking  excellences  and 
defects  —  his  vivid  coloring  and  matchless  power  of  personification, 
and  his  occasional  coarseness  of  expression. 
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From  cveric  workc  lie  clialengcd  essoyne,' 

For  contemplation  sake :  yet  otherwise 

His  life  he  led  in  lawlesse  riotise ; 

By  which  he  grew  to  grievous  malady : 

For  in  his  lustlesse"  limbs,  through  evill  guise, 

A  shaking  IJever  raignd  continually : 

Such  one  was  Idlenesse,  first  of  this  company. 
XXI. 
And  by  his  side  rode  loathsome  Gluttony, 
Defonned  creature,  on  a  filthic  swyne  ; 
His  belly  was  upblowne  with  luxury, 
And  eke  with  fatnesse  swollen  were  his  eyne; 
And  like  a  crane  his  necke  was  long  and  fyne, 
With  which  he  swallowed  up  excessive  feast, 
For  want  w  hereof  poore  people  oft  did  pyne  : 
And  all  the  way,  most  like  a  brutish  beast, 

He  spued  up  his  gorge,  that  all  did  him  deteast. 
XXII. 
In  greene  vine  leaves  he  was  right  fitly  clad ; 
For  other  clothes  he  could  not  wear  for  heate : 
And  on  his  head  an  yvie  girland  had, 
From  under  which  fast  trickled  downe  the  sweat : 
Still  as  he  rode,  he  somewhat  still  did  eat, 
And  in  his  hand  did  beare  a  bouzing  can,^ 
Of  which  he  supt  so  oft,  that  on  his  seat 
His  dronken  corse  he  scarse  upholden  can : 

In  shape  and  life  more  like  a  monster  then  a  man. 
XXIII. 
Unfit  he  was  for  any  worldly  thing, 
And  eke  unliable  once  to  sture  or  go ; 
Not  meet  to  be  of  counsell  to  a  king, 

*  Essoyne,  excuse.  *  Lustlcsse,  feeble. 

^  Bouzing  can,  a  drinking-can. 
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Whose  mind  in  meat  and  drinke  was  di'owned  so, 
That  from  his  frend  he  seledome  knew  his  fo : 
Full  of  diseases  was  his  carcas  blew, 
And  a  dry  dropsie  through  his  flesh  did  flow. 
Which  by  misdiet  daily  gi-eater  grew ; 
Such  one  was  Gluttony,  the  second  of  that  crew. 

XXIV. 
And  next  to  him  rode  luslfull  Lechery 
Upon  a  bearded  gote,  whose  rugged  heare, 
And  whally  ^  eies,  (the  signe  of  gelosy,) 
Was  like  the  person  selfe,  whom  he  did  beare : 
Who  rough,  and  blacke,  and  filthy,  did  appeare ; 
Unseemely  man  to  please  faire  Ladies  eye : 
Yet  he  of  Ladies  oft  was  loved  deare. 
When  fairer  faces  were  bid  standen  by : 
O  who  does  know  the  bent  of  womens  fantasy  ! 

XXV. 
In  a  greene  gowne  he  clothed  was  full  faire, 
Which  underneath  did  hide  his  filthinesse  ; 
And  in  his  hand  a  burning  hart  he  bare. 
Full  of  vaine  follies  and  new-fanglenesse ; 
For  he  was  false,  and  fraught  witli  ficklenesse ; 
And  learned  had  to  love  with  secret  lookes  ; 
And  well  could  daunce  ;  and  sing  with  mefulnesse ; 
And  fortunes  tell ;  and  read  in  loving  bookes : 
And  thousand  other  waies,  to  bait  his  fleshly  hookas. 
XXVI. 
Inconstant  man,  that  loved  all  he  saw, 
And  lusted  after  all,  that  he  did  love ; 

.'  IVhally,  marked  with  streaks. 


XXIV.  1. —  Lechery.']     "  After  Glotonie  comotli  Lechcrie,  for  these 
two  sinnes  been  so  nigh  cosins,  that  oil  time  tlici  wol  iiat  depart." 
Chaucer. 
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Ne  would  his  looser  lifu  bo  tide;  to  law, 
But  ioyd  weake  wemens  lieaits  to  toiiipt,  and  piDve, 
If  from  their  loyall  loves  ho  niii,dit  them  move : 
Which  lewdnos  fild  him  with  roprochfull  pain 
Of  that  foule  evill,  which  all  men  reprove, 
That  rotts  tlie  marrow,  and  consumes  the  braine : 
Such  one  was  Lechery,  the  third  of  all  this  trainc. 
XXVII. 
And  greedy  Avarice  by  him  did  ride, 
Upon  a  camell  loadcn  all  with  gold : 
Two  iron  coffers  hong  on  either  side. 
With  precious  metall  full  as  they  might  hold  ; 
And  in  his  lap  an  heap  of  coine  he  told ; 
For  of  his  wicked  pelf  his  god  he  made. 
And  unto  hell  him  selfe  for  money  sold : 
Accursed  usury  was  all  his  trade  ; 

And  right  and  wrong  ylike  in  equall  ballaunce  waide. 
XXVIII. 
His  life  was  nigh  unto  deatlis  dore  yplaste  ^ ; 
And  thread-bare  cote,  and  cobled  shoes,  bee  ware ; 
Ne  scarse  good  moi-sell  all  his  life  did  taste ; 
But  both  from  backe  and  belly  still  did  spare, 
To  fill  his  bags,  and  richesse  to  compare  - : 
Yet  childe  ne  kinsman  living  had  he  none 
To  leave  them  to  ;  but  thorough  daily  care 
To  get,  and  nightly  feare  to  lose  his  owne, 

He  led  a  wretched  life,  unto  himselfe  unknowne. 
XXIX. 
INIost  wretched  ^^  ight,  whom  nothing  might  suffise ; 
Whose  greedy  lust  did  lacke  in  greatest  store ; 
Whose  need  had  end,  but  no  end  covetise  ^  ; 

1   Yplaste,  reduced.  *  Compare,  procure. 

^  Covetise,  covetousness. 
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Whose  welth  was  want ;  whose  plenty  made  liini  pore  ; 

Who  had  enough,  yett  wished  ever  more ; 

A  vile  disease :  and  eke  in  foote  and  hand 

A  grievous  gout  tormented  him  full  sore ; 

That  well  he  could  not  touch,  nor  goe,  nor  stand : 
Such  one  was  Avarice,  the  fourth  of  this  faii-e  band  ! 
XXX. 

And  next  to  him  malicious  Envy  rode 

Upon  a  ravenous  wolfe,  and  still  did  chaw 

Between  his  cankerd  teeth  a  venemous  tode^ 

That  all  the  poison  ran  about  his  chaw  ^ ; 

But  inwardly  he  chawed  his  owne  maw 

At  neibors  wekh,  that  made  him  ever  sad ; 

For  death  it  was,  when  any  good  he  saw  ; 

And  wept  that  cause  of  weeping  none  he  had  ; 
But  when  he  heard  of  harme,  he  wexed  wondrous  glad 
XXXI. 

All  in  a  kirtle  of  discolourd  say  ~ 

He  clothed  was,  ypaynted  full  of  eies  ; 

And  in  his  bosome  secretly  there  lay 

An  hatefull  snake,  the  which  his  taile  uptyes  ^ 

In  many  folds,  and  mortall  sting  implycs  "* : 

Still  as  he  rode,  he  gnasht  his  teeth  to  see 

Those  heapes  of  gold  with  ^  griple ''  Covetyse ; 

And  grudged  at  the  great  felicitee 
Of  proud  Lucifera,  and  his  owne  companee. 
XXXII. 

He  hated  all  good  workes  and  vertuous  deeds, 

And  him  no  lesse,  that  apy  like  did  use  ; 

'   Chaic,  jaw.  *  /m/j/(/f.T,  infixes. 

-  Discolourd  saij,  many-colored  silk.     *   If'ith,  in  possession  of. 

^  Uptijcs,  twists.  '   Griple,  grasping,  or  greedy. 
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And,  who  with  ^rations  hrcad  the  hunjpy  feeds, 

His  ahiios  for  want  of  faith  he  doth  accuse ; 

So  every  ^ood  to  l^ad  lie  doth  ahuse : 

And  eke  the  verse  of  famous  poets  wilt 

He  does  backebite,  and  spij^htfuU  poison  spues 

From  leprous  mouth  on  all  that  ever  writt : 
Such  one  vile  Envy  was,  that  fifte  in  row  did  silt. 
XXXIII. 

And  him  beside  rides  fierce  revenging  Wrath, 

Upon  a  lion,  loth  for  to  be  led  ; 

And  in  his  hand  a  burning  brond  he  liath. 

The  which  he  brandisheth  about  his  hed  : 

His  eies  did  hurle  fordi  sparcles  fiery  red, 

And  stared  sterne  on  all  that  him  beheld  ; 

As  ashes  pale  of  hew,  and  seeming  ded ; 

And  on  his  dagger  still  his  hand  he  held. 
Trembling  through  hasty  rage,  when  choler  in  him  sweld. 
XXXIV. 

His  ruffin  raiment  all  was  staind  with  blood 

Which  he  had  spilt,  and  all  to  rags  yrent ; 

Tlirough  unadvized  rashnes  woxen  wood ' ; 

For  of  his  hands  he  had  no  govemement, 

Ne  car'd  for  blood  in  his  avengement : 

But  when  the  furious  fitt  was  overpast, 

His  cruel  facts  he  often  would  repent ; 

Yet,  wilfiill  man,  he  never  would  forecast. 
How  many  mischieves  should  ensue  his  heedlesse  hast. 
XXXV. 

Full  many  mischiefes  follow  cruell  Wrath  ; 

Abhorred  Bloodshed,  and  tumultuous  Stiife, 

Unmanly  jMurder,  and  untluifty  Scalh,^ 

1   Wood,  mad.  *  Scath,  mischief. 
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Bitter  Despiglit  with  Rancours  rusty  knife ; 
And  fretting  Griefe,  the  enemy  of  life : 
All  these,  and  many  evils  moe  haunt  Ire, 
The  swelling  Splene,  and  Frenzy  raging  rife, 
The  shaking  Palsey,  and  Saint  Fraunces  fire : 

Such  one  was  Wrath,  the  last  of  this  ungodly  tire.* 
XXXVI. 
And,  after  all,  upon  the  wagon  beame 
Rode  Sathan  with  a  smarting  whip  in  hand. 
With  which  he  forward  lasht  the  laesy  tenie. 
So  oft  as  Slowth  still  in  the  mire  did  stand. 
Huge  routs  of  people  did  about  them  band,^ 
Showting  for  joy  ;  and  still  before  then-  way 
A  foggy  mist  had  covered  all  the  land  ; 
And,  underneath  theii*  feet,  all  scattered  lay 

Dead  sculls  and  bones  of  men,  whose  life  had  gone  astray. 
XXXVII. 
So  forth  they  marchen  in  this  goodly  sort, 
To  take  the  solace  of  the  open  aire. 
And  in  fresh  flowring  fields  themselves  to  sport : 
Emongst  the  rest  rode  that  false  Lady  faire. 
The  foule  Duessa,  next  unto  the  chaii'e 
Of  proud  Lucifer',  as  one  of  the  ti'aine : 
But  that  good  Knight  would  not  so  nigh  repaire. 
Him  selfe  estraunging  from  their  ioyaunce  vaine, 

Whose  fellowship  seemd  far  unfitt  for  warlike  swaine. 

>  Tire,  train.  ^  Band,  gatlicr. 


XXXV.  8.  —  Saint  Fraunces  fire.]  St.  Anthony's  fire,  or  the  ery- 
sipelas, is  probably  here  meant. 

XXXVII.  7.  — /?««  that  srood  Kiiiirftt.'}  The  virtuous  kniiriit.  de- 
ceived as  he  is,  has  no  sympathy  with  the  company  into  wliicli  he  is 
thrown.     Goodness  can  never  be  drawn  to  that  whicii  is  jialpably  evil. 
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.WWII  I. 
So,  having  solaced  themselves  a  space 
Willi  jjlfasaunre  of  the  hreathin;;  fields  yfcd/ 
They  backc  rctoiiriied  to  the  princely  place ; 
Whereas  an  errant  Knight  in  amies  ycled, 
And  heathnish  shield,  wherein  with  letters  red 
Was  writt  »So;?s  ioy,  they  new  arrived  find : 
Enflam'd  with  fury  and  ficrs  hardyhed, 
He  seemd  in  hart  to  liaihoiir  thoughts  unkind. 

And  nourish  bloody  vengoaunce  in  his  hitter  mind. 
XXXIX. 
Who,  when  the  shamed  shield  of  slaine  Sansfoy 
He  spide  with  that  same  Fary  champions  page, 
Bewraying-  him  that  did  of  late  destroy 
His  eldest  brother ;  burning  all  with  rage, 
He  to  him  lept,  and  that  same  envious  ^  gage 
Of  victors  glory  from  him  snatcht  away : 
But  th'  Elfin  Knitrht,  which  ouf^ht''  that  warlike  wage,^ 
Disdaind  to  loose  the  meed  he  wonne  in  fray  ; 

And,  him  rencountring  fierce,  reskew  d  the  noble  pray. 

XL. 
Therewith  they  gan  to  hurtlen  ^  greedily, 
Redoubted  battaile  ready  to  darrayne,'^ 
And  clash  their  shields,  and  shake  their  swerds  on  hy  ; 
That  with  their  sturre  they  troubled  all  the  traine : 
Till  that  great  Queene,  upon  cternall  paine 

'   Yfed,  fed,  or  refreshed.  *  ^f^oge,  pledge,  or  prize. 

'  Bcicraying,  betra3'ing.  ^  Hurtlen,  encounter  each  other. 

^  Envious,  inspiring  envy.  '  Darrayne,  prepare. 

*  Ought,  possessed. 


XXXVIII.  6.  —  Sans  ioy,']    i.  e.  without  happiness. 

XXXIX.  1.  —  Shfimcd  shield.}     The  propriety  of  this  epithet  is  ex- 
plained in  stanza  XLI. 
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Of  high  displeasure  that  ensewen  might, 
Commaunded  them  their  fury  to  refraine ; 
And,  if  that  either  to  that  shield  had  right. 

In  equall  hsts  they  should  the  morrow  next  it  fight. 

XLI. 
"  Ah,  dearest  Dame,"  quoth  then  the  Paynim  bold, 
"  Pardon  the  error  of  enraged  wight, 
Whome  great  griefe  made  forgett  the  raines  to  hold 
Of  reasons  rule,  to  see  this  recreaunt  Knight, 
(No  Knight,  but  treachour  ^  full  of  false  despight 
And  shameful  treason,)  who  through  guile  hath  slayn 
The  prowest^  Knight  that  ever  field  did  fight, 
Even  stout  Sansfoy,  (O  who  can  then  refrayn  ?) 

Whose  shield  he  beares  renverst,^  the  more  to  heap  disdayn. 
XLII. 
"  And,  to  augment  the  glorie  of  his  guile. 
His  dearest  love,  the  faire  Fidessa,  loe 
Is  there  possessed  of  the  traytour  vile ; 
Who  reapes  the  harvest  sowen  by  his  foe, 
Sowen  in  bloodie  field,  and  bought  with  woe : 
That — brothers  hand  shall  dearely  well  requight. 
So  be,  O  Queene,  you  equall  favour  showe." 
Him  litle  answerd  th'  angry  Elfin  Knigiit ; 

He  never  meant  with  words,  but  swords,  to  plead  his  right : 
XLIll. 
But  threw  his  gauntlet,  as  a  sacred  pledg, 
His  cause  in  combat  the  next  day  to  try : 
So  been  they  parted  both,  with  harts  on  edg 
To  be  aveng'd  each  on  his  enimy. 

'   Treachour,  traitor.        *  Prowest,  bravest.        '  Renvcrst,  reversed. 


XLI.  9.  —  Renvcrst.]     When  a  knight  was  degraded,  Jiis  nrnis  were 
reversed. 

VOL.    I.  9 
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That  ni;L;lit  they  pas  in  ioy  and  iullity, 
Feasting  and  courting  both  in  lx)wre  and  hall ; 
For  steward  was  excessive  Gluttony, 
That  of  his  plenty  poured  forth  to  all : 

Which  doen,  the  chainberlain  Slowth  did  to  rest  them  call. 
XLIV. 
Now  wlienas  darksome  IVight  had  all  displayd 
Her  coleblacke  curtc-in  over  brightest  skye  ; 
The  warlike  youlhes,  on  dayntie  couches  layd, 
Did  chace  away  sweet  sleepe  from  sluggish  eye, 
To  muse  on  meanes  of  hoped  victory. 
But  whenas  Morpheus  had  with  leaden  mace 
Arrested  all  that  courtly  company. 
Uprose  Duossa  from  her  resting  place, 

And  to  the  Paynims  lodging  comes  with  silent  pace  : 
XLV. 
Whom  broad  awake  she  findes,  in  troublous  fitt, 
Fore-casting,  how  his  foe  he  might  annoy ; 
And  him  amoves  ^  with  speaches  seeming  fitt, 
"  Ah  deare  Sansioy,  next  dearest  to  Sansfoy, 
Cause  of  my  new  griefe,  cause  of  my  new  ioy  ; 
loyous,  to  see  his  ymage  in  mine  eye, 
And  greevd,  to  thinke  how  foe  did  him  destroy 
That  was  the  flowre  of  grace  and  chevalrye ; 

Lo,  his  Fidessa,  to  thy  secret  faith  I  flye." 
XLVI. 
With  gentle  wordes  he  can"-  her  fajTely  greet, 
And  bad  say  on  the  secrete  of  her  hart : 
Then,  sighing  soft ;  "  I  learne  that  litle  sweet 
Oft  tempred  is,"  quoth  she,  "  with  muchell  ^  smart : 
For,  since  my  brest  was  launcht  \\ith  lovely  dart 

*  Amoves,  moves.  '  Muchell,  much. 

*  Can,  began.  *  Lately  dart,  dart  of  love . 
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Of  deare  Sansfoy,  I  never  ioyed  howre, 

But  in  etemall  woes  my  weaker  hart 

Have  wasted,  loving  him  with  all  my  powre, 

And  for  his  sake  have  felt  ilill  many  an  heavy  sto\\TeJ 
XLVII. 
"  At  last,  when  perils  all  I  weened  past, 
And  hop'd  to  reape  the  crop  of  all  my  care, 
Into  new  woes  unweeting^  I  was  cast 
By  this  false  faytor,^  who  unworthie  ware 
His  worthie  shield,  whom  he  with  guilefull  snare 
Entrapped  slew,  and  brought  to  shamefiill  grave : 
Me  silly  maid  away  with  him  he  bare, 
And  ever  since  hath  kept  in  darksom  cave ; 

For  that  I  would  not  yeeld  that  to  Sansfoy  I  gave. 
XLVIII. 
"  But  since  faire  sunne  hath  sperst  that  lowring  clowd. 
And  to  my  loathed  life  now  shewes  some  light, 
Under  your  beames  I  will  me  safely  shrowd 
From  dreaded  stomie  of  his  disdainfull  spight : 
To  you  th'  inheritance  belonges  by  light 
Of  brothers  prayse,  to  you  eke  longes  '*  his  love. 
Let  not  his  love,  let  not  his  restlesse  spright. 
Be  unreveng'd,  that  calles  to  you  above 

From  wandring  Stygian  shores,  where  it  doth  endlesse  move." 
XLIX. 
Thereto  said  he,  "  Faire  dauic,  be  nought  dismiiid 
For  sorrowes  past ;  their  griefe  is  with  them  gone. 
Ne  yet  of  present  perill  be  affraid  : 
For  nocdlesse  feare  did  never  vantage  none  ; 
And  helplcsse  hap  it  booteth  not  to  mono. 

*  S/ojorc,  peril.  '  False,  fai/tor,  dpce'iver. 

*  Uiitcccting,  unknowing.  *  Longes,  belongs. 
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Dead  is  Sansfoy,  his  viluU  paines  arc  ])ast, 

Though  grccvcd  ghost  for  vengeance  deep  do  grone : 

He  hves,  that  shall  him  j)ay  his  dewties  last, 

And  guillie  Elfin  hlood  shall  sacrifice  in  hast." 

L. 
"  O,  but  I  feare  the  fickle  fi-eakes,"  quoth  slice, 
"  Of  fortune  false,  and  oddes  of  amies  in  field." 
"  Why,  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  what  oddes  can  ever  bee. 
Where  both  doe  fight  alike,  to  win  or  yield  ? " 
*•'  Yea,  but,"  quoth  she,  "  he  beares  a  charmed  shield. 
And  eke  enchaunted  armes,  that  none  can  perce ; 
Ne  none  can  wound  the  man,  that  does  them  ^\^eld." 
"  Charmd  or  enchaunted,"  answerd  he  then  fcrce, 

"  I  no  ^\'hitt  reck ;  ne  you  the  like  need  to  reherce. 

LI. 
"  But,  faire  Fidessa,  sithens  ^  fortunes  guile. 
Or  enimies  powre,  hath  now  capt'ived  you, 
Retume  from  whence  ye  came,  and  rest  a  while, 
Till  moiTow  next,  that  I  the  Elfe  subdew. 
And  with  Sansfoyes  dead  dowry  you  endew." 
"  Ay  me,  that  is  a  double  death,"  she  said, 
"  With  proud  foes  sight  my  sorrow  to  renew : 
Where  ever  yet  I  be,  my  secret  aide 

Shall  follow  you."     So,  passing  forth,  she  him  obaid.* 

'  Sithens,  since. 


*  Here  we  find  tlie  Red-cross  Knight  so  deludod  by  the  wiles  of 
Duessa,  as  to  become  a  courtier  in  the  house  of  Pride,  though  he  can- 
not be  so  untrue  to  his  original  natiue  as  to  feel  contented.  So  far 
astray  has  a  single  rash  act  led  him. 
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CANTO   V. 

The  faithfull  Knight  in  equall  field 

Subdewes  his  faithlesse  foe ; 
Whom  false  Duessa  saves,  and  for 

His  cure  to  hell  does  goe. 

I. 
The  noble  hart  that  harbours  vertuous  thought, 
And  is  with  childe  of  glorious  great  intent, 
Can  never  rest,  untill  it  forth  have  brought 
Th'  etemall  brood  of  glorie  excellent. 
Such  restlesse  passion  did  all  night  torment 
The  flaming  corage  of  that  Faery  Night, 
Devizinor,  how  that  douditie  turnament 
With  greatest  honour  he  atchieven  might : 

Still  did  he  wake,  and  still  did  watch  for  da^vning  light. 
II. 
At  last,  the  golden  orientall  gate 
Of  greatest  heaven  gan  to  open  fayre ; 
And  Phoebus,  fresh  as  brydegrome  to  his  mate. 
Came  dauncing  forth,  shaking  his  deawie  hayre ; 
And  hurld  his  glistring  beams  through  gloomy  ayre. 
Which  when  the  wakeful  Elfe  perceiv'd,  streightway 
He  started  up,  and  did  him  selfc  prepayre 
In  sunbright  arnnes,  and  battailous  array ; 

For  with  that  Pagan  proud  he  combatt  will  that  day. 
111. 
And  forth  he  comes  into  the  commune  hall ; 
Where  earely  waite  him  many  a  gazing  eye, 
9* 
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To  weet  what  ciul  to  .straun<^i.T  Kiii;^hlj  may  fall. 

There  many  iniiistrdles  maken  melody, 

To  drive  away  the  dull  melancholy  ; 

And  many  hardes,  that  to  the  tremljlin<f  chord 

Can  tune  their  timely  voices  cunnin^dy  ; 

And  many  chroniclers,  that  can  record 
Old  loves,  and  warres  for  Ladies  docn  by  many  a  I^ord. 
IV. 

Soon  after  comes  the  cniell  Sarazin, 

[n  woven  maile  all  armed  warily  ; 

And  sternly  lookes  at  him,  who  not  a  pin 

Does  care  for  looke  of  living  creatures  eye. 

They  bring  them  wines  of  Greece  and  Araby, 

And  daintie  spices  fetcht  from  furthest  Ynd, 

To  kindle  heat  of  corage  privily  ; 

And  in  the  wine  a  solemne  oth  they  bynd 
T'  observe  the  sacred  lawes  of  armes,  that  are  assynd. 
V. 

At  last  forth  comes  that  far  renowmed  Queen  e. 

With  royall  pomp  and  princely  maiestie 

She  is  ybrought  unto  a  paled  greene. 

And  placed  under  stately  canapee, 

The  warlilce  feates  of  both  those  Knights  to  see. 

On  th'  other  side  in  all  mens  open  vew 

Ducssa  placed  is,  and  on  a  tree 

Sansfoy  his  sliield  is  hangd  with  bloody  hew : 
Both  those,  the  lawrell  girlonds  to  the  victor  dew. 
VI. 

A  slirilling  tronipett  sownded  from  on  bye. 

And  unto  battaill  bad  themselves  addresse : 

V.  9.  —  Both  those,  the  latorell  girlonds.]     Both  Duessa  and  tlie  shield 
of  Sansfoy  are  to  be  the  rewards  of  the  victor. 
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Their  shining  shieldes  about  their  wrestes  ^  they  tye, 
And  burning  blades  about  theii"  heades  doe  blesse,^ 
The  instruments  of  wrath  and  heavinesse : 
With  greedy  force  each  other  doth  assayle, 
And  strike  so  fiercely,  that  they  do  impresse 
Deepe  dinted  furrowes  in  the  battred  mayle : 

The  yron  walles  to  ward  their  blowes  are  weak  and  fraile. 

VII. 
The  Sarazin  was  stout  and  wondrous  strong, 
And  heaped  blowes  like  yron  hammers  great ; 
For  after  blood  and  ventfeance  he  did  lono-. 
The  Knight  was  fiers,  and  full  of  youthly  heat, 
And  doubled  strokes,  like  dreaded  thunders  threat . 
For  all  for  praise  and  honour  did  he  fight. 
Both  stricken  stryke,  and  beaten  both  doe  beat ; 
That  from  their  shields  forth  flyeth  firie  light. 

And  helmets,  hewen  deepe,  shew  marks  of  cithers  might. 

VIII. 
So  th'  one  for  wrong,  the  other  strives  for  right : 
As  when  a  gryfon,"'  seized  of  his  pray, 
A  dragon  fiers  encountreth  in  his  flight, 
Through  widest  ayre  making  his  ydle  way, 
That  would  his  rightfull  ravine  ^  rend  away : 
With  hideous  hon-or  both  torjether  smiirht, 
And  souce  ^  so  sore,  that  they  the  heavens  aflray : 

*   Wrestes,  wrists.  '  BIcssc,  blaze. 

'   Gryfon,  coininonly  spelled  grt[fin,a.  fabulous  aniiiml,  with  the  body 
of  a  lion  and  tlio  wings  of  an  eagle. 

*  Ravine,  ])rey.  *  Souce,  strike,  as  a  bird  strikes  his  prc}'. 


VIII.  2. — Jls  when,  &c.]  Tlie  construction  is,  "  As  when  a  gryfon, 
seized  of  his  pray,  encountreth  in  his  flight  a  fiers  dragon  making  his 
idle  way  through  middest  ayre,  wliicli  dragon  would  rend  away  his 
rightful  ravine,"  «.V,c. 
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The  wise  soutlisayer,  seeing  so  sad  sight, 
Th'  amazed  vulgar  telles  of  wanes  and  mortal  fight. 
IX. 
So  th'  one  for  wrong,  the  other  strives  for  right ; 
And  each  to  deadly  shame  would  drive  his  foe : 
The  cruell  Steele  so  greedily  doth  hight 
In  tender  flesh,  that  streames  of  blood  down  flow  ; 
With  which  die  armes,  that  earst '  so  bright  did  show, 
Into  a  pure  vermillion  now  are  dyde. 
Great  ruth  in  all  the  gazers  harts  did  grow, 
Seeing  the  gored  woundes  to  gape  so  wyde, 
That  victory  they  dare  not  wish  to  either  side. 
X. 
At  last  the  Paynim  chaunst  to  cast  his  eye, 
His  suddein  eye,  flaming  with  wrathful]  fyre, 
Upon  his  brothers  shield,  which  hong  thereby  : 
Therewith  redoubled  was  his  raging  yre. 
And  said  ;  "  Ah  !  wretched  sonne  of  wofull  syre, 
Doest  thou  sit  wayling  by  blacke  Stygian  lake, 
Whylest  here  thy  shield  is  hangd  for  victors  hyre  ? 
And,  sluggish  gerraan,-  doest  thy  forces  slake 
To  after-send  his  foe,  that  liim  may  overtake  ? 
XI. 
"  Go,  caytive  Elfe,  him  quickly  overtake. 
And  soone  redeeme  from  his  long-wandiing  woe  : 
Goe,  guiltie  ghost,  to  liim  my  message  make, 
That  I  his  shield  have  quit  ^  from  dying  foe." 
There\\dth  upon  his  crest  he  stroke  him  so. 
That  twise  he  reeled,  readie  twise  to  fall : 

•  Earst,  before.  ^  German,  brother.  '  Quit,  rescued. 


X.  8.  — .5nrf,  slurrgish  german,  &c.']     He  is  addressing  himself - 
"  And,  sluggish  german,  doest  [tliou]  thy  forces  slake .'  " 
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End  of  the  doubtfull  battaile  deemed  tho 
The  lookers  on  ;  and  lowd  to  him  gan  call 

The  false  Duessa,  "Thine  the  shield,  and  I,  and  all !  " 

XII. 
Soone  as  the  Faerie  heard  his  Ladie  speake, 
Out  of  his  swowning  dreame  he  gan  awake ; 
And  quickning  faith,  that  earst  ^  was  woxen  weake, 
The  creeping  deadly  cold  away  did  shake  : 
Tho*  mov'd  with  wrath,  and  shame,  and  ladies  sake, 
Of  all  attonce  he  cast  ^  aveng'd  to  be. 
And  with  so'  exceeding  furie  at  him  strake, 
That  forced  him  to  stoupe  upon  his  knee : 

Had  he  not  stouped  so,  he  should  have  cloven  bee. 
XIII. 
And  to  him  said ;  "  Goe  now,  proud  miscreant, 
Thyselfe  thy  message  do  to  german  '^  deare  ; 
Alone  he,  wandiing,  thee  too  long  doth  want : 
Goe  say,  his  foe  thy  shield  with  his  doth  beare." 
Therewith  his  heavie  hand  he  high  gan  reare, 
Him  to  have  slaine ;  when  lo !  a  darkesome  clowd 
Upon  him  fell ;  he  no  where  doth  appeare, 
But  vanisht  is.     The  Elfe  him  calls  alowd, 

But  answer  none  receives ;  the  darknes  him  does  shrewd. 

XIV. 
In  haste  Duessa  from  her  place  arose. 
And  to  him  mnning  said  ;  "  O  prowest^  Knight, 
That  ever  Ladie  to  her  love  did  chose, 
Let  now  abate  the  terrour  of  your  might, 
And  quench  the  flame  of  furious  despight 
And  bloodie  vengeance :  lo  !  th'  infemall  Powres, 
Covering  your  foe  with  cloud  of  deadly  night, 

'   Enrst,  before.  "  Tho,  then.  •'  Cusf,  resolved. 

*  German,  brotlier.  *  Protrmt,  bravest. 
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Hiive  borrn;  lilm  Iiciirc  to  I'lutfjfs  baliTiilI  ljo\vr(?s  : 
The  conquest  yours  ;  I  yours  ;  the  shield  and  glory  yours  !  " 

XV. 
Not  all  so  salisfide,  witli  ^^n-cdy  eye 
He  sought,  all  round  alujut,  his  thirsty  blade 
To  bathe  in  blood  of  fuithlcsse  eniiny  ; 
Who  all  that  while  lay  hid  in  secret  shade  : 
He  standes  amazed  how  he  thence  should  fade. 
At  last  the  trumpets  triumph  sound  on  hie ; 
And  running  heralds  humble  homage  made, 
Greeting  him  goodly  with  new  victorie  ; 
And  to  him  brought  the  shield,  the  cause  of  enmitie. 

XVI. 
Wherewith  he  goeth  to  that  soveraine  Queene ; 
And,  falling  her  before  on  lowly  knee, 
To  her  makes  present  of  his  service  scene  ^ : 
Which  she  accepts  with  thankes  and  goodly  grec,^ 
Greatly  advauncing  ^  his  gay  chevalree : 
So  marcheth  home,  and  by  her  takes  the  Knight, 
Whom  all  the  people  followe  with  great  glee. 
Shouting,  and  clapping  all  their  hands  on  bight. 
That  all  the  ayre  it  fils,  and  flyes  to  heaven  bright. 
XVII. 
Home  is  he  brought,  and  layd  in  sumptuous  bed  : 
Where  many  skilfiill  leaches  him  abide 
To  salve  his  hurts,  that  yet  still  freshly  bled. 

'  Scene,  tried.  *  Grcc,  favor.  '  Mvauricing,  extolling. 


XVII.  3.  To  salve  his  hurts,  &c.]  The  Knight  prevails  in  the  en- 
coimter,  as  Holiness  is  unchangeable  in  its  essence,  and  must  subdue 
evil ;  but  the  effect  of  the  influences  to  which  he  is  e.xposed  is  shown 
in  the  fact  that  he  did  not  escape  witliout  injury,  unlike  liis  fight  with 
Sansfoy,  in  canto  II. 
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In  wine  and  oyle  they  wash  his  woundes  wide, 
And  softly  gan  embahne  on  everie  side. 
And  all  the  while  most  heavenly  melody 
About  the  bed  sweet  musicke  did  divide, 
Hiin  to  beguile  of  griefe  and  agony  : 

And  all  the  while  Duessa  wept  full  bitterly. 
XVIII. 
As  when  a  wearie  traveller,  that  sti'ayes 
By  muddy  shore  of  broad  seven-mouthed  Nile, 
Unweeting  ^  of  the  perillous  wandring  wayes. 
Doth  meete  a  cmell  craftie  crocodile. 
Which,  in  false  griefe  hyding  his  harmeflill  guile, 
Doth  weepe  flill  sore,  and  sheddetli  tender  tears  ; 
The  foolish  man,  that  pities  all  this  while 
His  mournefull  plight,  is  swallowed  up  unwares  ; 

Forgetflall  of  liis  owne,  that  mindes  anothers  cares. 

XIX. 
So  wept  Duessa  untill  eventyde. 
That  shyning  lampes  in  Joves  high  house  were  light : 
Then  forth  she  rose,  ne  lenger  would  abide  ; 
But  comes  unto  the  place,  where  th'  Hethen  Knight, 
In  slombring  swownd  nigh  voyd  of  vitall  spright, 
Lay  cover'd  with  mchaunted  cloud  all  day  : 
Whom  when  she  found,  as  she  him  left  in  plight, 
To  wayle  his  wofull  case  she  would  not  stay. 

But  to  the  easteme  coast  of  heaven  makes  speedy  way : 

XX. 
Wliere  griesly  Night,  with  visage  deadly  sad, 
That  Phoebus  chearefull  face  durst  never  vew, 
And  in  a  foule  blacks  pitchy  mantle  clad. 
She  findes  forth  comming  from  her  darksome  mow ' ; 

'  Unweeting,  unknowing.  *  Mew,  place  of  confinement. 
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Where  she  all  day  did  hide  her  hated  hew. 
Before  the  dure  iicr  yron  chai-et  stood, 
Already  harnessed  for  iouniey  new, 
And  cole-hlacke  sleedes  yhorne  of  hellish  brood, 

That  on  their  rusty  bits  did  chanip,  as  they  were  wood.^ 

XXI. 
Who  when  she  saw  Ducssa,  sunny  brigiit, 
Adornd  with  gold  and  iewels  shining  cleare. 
She  greatly  grew  amazed  at  the  sight, 
And  th'  unacquainted  light  began  to  fcare  ; 
(For  never  did  such  brightnes  there  appeare  ;) 
And  would  have  backe  retyred  to  her  cave, 
Untill  the  Witches  speach  she  gan  to  heare, 
Saying ;  "  Yet,  O  thou  dreaded  Dame,  I  crave 

Abyde,  till  I  have  told  the  message  which  I  have." 
XXII. 
She  stayd  ;  and  foorth  Duessa  gan  proceede ; 
"  O  Thou,  most  auncient  grandmother  of  all. 
More  old  than  love,  whom  thou  at  first  didst  breeds. 
Or  that  great  house  of  gods  ca;lestiall ; 
Which  wast  begot  in  Dsmogorgons  hall, 
And  sawst  the  secrets  of  the  world  unmade  ; 
Why  suffredst  thou  thy  Nephewes  -  deare  to  fall 
With  Elfin  sword,  most  shamefully  betrade  ? 

Lo,  where  the  stout  Sansioy  doth  sleepe  in  deadly  shade ! 
XXIII. 
"  And,  him  before,  I  saw  with  bitter  eyes 
The  bold  Sansfoy  slirinck  underneath  his  speare ; 

>    Wood,  mad.  '  Hephewes,  descendants. 


XXI.  1.  —  Jno  ichcn  she  saic,  Su^.]     Night  at  first  does  not  recognize 
Ducssa  in  her  assumed  shape. 

XXII.  5.  —  In  Damogorgons  hall,]  i.  e.  in  chaos. 
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And  now  the  pray  of  fowles  in  field  he  lyes, 
Nor  wayld  of  fiiends,  nor  layd  on  gi'oning  beaje, 
That  whylome  was  to  me  too  dearely  deare. 
O  !  what  of  gods  then  boots  it  to  be  borne, 
If  old  Aveugles  sonnes  so  evill  heare  ? 
Or  who  shall  not  great  Nightes  children  scome, 

When  two  of  three  her  Nephews  ^  are  so  fowle  forlome  ? 
XXIV. 
"  Up,  then  ;  up,  dreary  Dame,  of  darknes  Queene ; 
Go,  gather  up  the  reliques  of  thy  race  ; 
Or  else  goe,  them  avenge ;  and  let  be  seene 
That  dreaded  Night  in  brightest  day  hath  place, 
And  can  the  children  of  fayre  Light  deface." 
Her  feeling  speaches  some  compassion  mov'd 
In  hart,  and  chaunge  in  that  great  mothers  face : 
Yet  pitty  in  her  hart  was  never  prov'd 

Till  then ;  for  evermore  she  hated,  never  lov'd : 
XXV. 
And  said,  "  Deare  daughter,  rightly  may  I  rew, 
The  fall  of  famous  children  borne  of  mee. 
And  good  successes,  which  their  foes  ensew : 
But  who  can  tume  the  streame  of  destinee. 
Or  breake  the  chayne  of  strong  necessitee, 
Which  fast  is  tyde  to  loves  etemall  seat  ? 
The  sonnes  of  Day  he  favoureth,  I  see. 
And  by  my  mines  thinkes  to  make  them  great : 
To  make  one  great  by  others  losse  is  bad  excheat.^ 

•  J\'c])ke7cs,  descendants.  *  Exc/tmt,  gain  or  profit. 


XXIII.  7.  —  OldJ}rcugIcs  sminrs.]     Avougle  (French  for  blind)  is 
another  name  of  the  person  she  is  addressing. 

XXIIl.  7.  —  So  evill  hcare.'\     A  Latin  idiom  — are  so  ill  spoken  of 
VOL.    I.  10 
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XXVI. 
"  Yet  shall  they  not  escape  so  freely  all ; 

For  soiiK!  sliall  pay  the  j)rice  of  others  i^uh: 
And  he,  the  man  that  made  Sansfoy  to  fall, 
Shall  with  his  owne  hlood  price  '  tliat  he  hath  spilt. 
But  what  art  thou,  that  telst  of  Nephews  kilt  ?  " 
"  I,  that  do  seeine  not  I,  Duessa  ame," 
Quoth  she,  "  how  ever  now,  in  gannents  gilt 
And  gorgeous  gold  arra)'d,  I  to  thee  came ; 

Duessa  I,  the  daughter  of  Deceipt  and  Shame." 
XXVII. 
Then,  bowing  downs  her  aged  backe,  she  kist 
The  wicked  Witch,  saying ;  "  In  that  fa}Te  face 
The  false  resemblaunce  of  Deceipt,  I  wist, 
Did  closely  lui'ke ;  yet  so  true-seeming  grace 
It  earned,  that  I  scarse  in  darksome  place 
Could  it  disceme  ;  though  I  the  mother  bee 
Of  Falshood,  and  roote  of  Duesb^es  race. 
O  welcome,  child,  whom  I  have  longd  to  see. 

And  now  have  seen  unwares  !     Lo,  now  I  go  w  ith  thee." 
XXVIII. 
Then  to  her  }Ton  wagon  she  betakes, 
And  with  her  beares  the  fowle  welfavourd  Witch : 
Tlirough  miikesome  aii'e  her  ready  way  she  makes. 
Her  twyfold  teme  (of  which  two  blacke  as  pitch. 
And  two  were  browne,  yet  each  to  each  unlich,^) 
Did  softly  swun  away,  ne  ever  stamp 
Unlesse  she  chaunst  their  stubbome  mouths  to  twitch  ; 
Then,  foming  tarre,  theii'  bridles  they  would  champ. 

And  trampling  the  fine  element  would  fiercely  ramp. 

*  Price,  pay  the  price  of.  *  Unlick,  unlike. 


XXVIII.  8.  Foming  tarre.]     Foaming  forth  what  resembled  tar. 
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XXIX. 

So  well  they  sped,  that  they  be  come  at  length 
Unto  the  place,  whereas  the  Paynim  lay 
Devoid  of  outward  sence  and  native  strength, 
Coverd  with  charmed  clould  from  vew  of  day 
And  sight  of  men,  since  his  late  luckelesse  fray. 
His  cruell  wounds  with  cruddy  ^  bloud  congeald 
They  binden  up  so  wisely  as  they  may, 
And  handle  softly,  tDl  they  can  be  heald : 

So  lay  him  in  her  charett,  close  in  night  conceald. 
XXX. 
And,  all  the  while  she  stood  upon  the  groimd. 
The  wakeflill  dogs  did  never  cease  to  bay  ; 
As  giving  warning  of  th'  unwonted  sound. 
With  which  her  yron  wheeles  did  them  affray. 
And  her  darke  griesly  looke  them  much  dismay. 
The  messenger  of  death,  the  ghastly  owle. 
With  drery  shriekes  did  also  her  bewray  ; 
And  hungry  wolves  continually  did  howle 

At  her  abhorred  face,  so  filthy  and  so  fowle. 
XXXI. 
Thence  turning  backe  in  silence  softe  tliey  stole. 
And  brought  the  heavy  corse  with  easy  pace 
To  yawning  gulfe  of  deep  Avemus  hole : 
By  that  same  hole  an  entraunce,  darke  and  bace,^ 
With  smoake  and  sulphur  hiding  all  the  place, 
Descends  to  hell :  there  creature  never  past. 
That  backe  retouraed  without  heavenly  grace ; 
But  dreadful!  Furies,  which  their  chaines  have  brast,^ 

And  damned  Sprights  sent  forth  to  make  ill  men  agluLst. 

*   Crudiltj,  clotted.  '  Bace,  low.  •*  Brast,  broken. 
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XXXII. 
By  that  same  way  the  dircfiill  Dames  doc  drive 
Their  inoumefull  charolt,  (ild  with  msly  blajd, 
And  (lownc  to  Phitocs  house  are  come  l)ilivc '  : 
Wliich  passing  through,  on  every  side  them  stood 
The  tiviiihliiifr  f^liosLs  with  sad  amazed  mcx)d, 
Chattring  their  iron  teeth,  and  staring  wide 
With  stonie  eies ;  and  all  the  hellLsh  brood 
Of  feends  infemall  flockt  on  every  side, 

To  gaze  on  erthly  wight,  that  with  the  Night  durst  ride. 
XXXIII. 
They  pas  the  bitter  waves  of  Acheron, 
Where  many  soules  sit  wailing  woefully  ; 
And  come  to  fiery  flood  of  Phlegcton, 
Whereas  the  damned  ghosts  in  torments  fiy, 
And  with  sharp  shrilling  shriekes  doe  bootlesse  cr}', 
Cursino;  hi^h  love,  the  which  them  thither  sent. 
The  House  of  endlesse  Paine  is  built  thereby, 
In  which  ten  thousand  sorts  of  punishment 

The  cursed  creatures  doe  eternally  tomient. 
XXXIV. 
Before  the  threshold  dreadful!  Cerberus 
His  three  defomied  heads  did  lay  along, 
Curled  with  thousand  adders  venemous ; 
And  lilled^  forth  his  bloody  flaming  tong: 
At  them  he  gan  to  reare  his  bristles  strong, 
And  felly  gnarre,^  untill  Dayes  enemy 
Did  him  appease  ;  then  downe  his  taile  he  hong, 
And  suffered  them  to  passen  quietly  : 

For  she  in  hell  and  heaven  had  power  equally. 

'  Bilirc.  forthwitli.  '^  LiUed,  lolled.  '  Gnarre,  snarl. 
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XXXV. 

There  was  Ixion  turned  on  a  wheele, 

For  daring  tempt  the  queene  of  heaven  to  sin  ; 

And  Sisyphus  an  huge  round  stone  did  reele 

Against  an  hill,  ne  might  from  labour  lin  ^ ; 

There  thristy  Tantalus  hong  by  the  chin ; 

And  Tityus  fed  a  vnltur  on  his  maw ; 

Typhceus  ioynts  wsre  stretched  on  a  gin  ~ ; 

Theseus  condemnd  to  endlesse  slouth  by  law ; 
And  fifty  sisters  water  in  leke  vessels  draw. 
XXXVI. 

They,  all  beholding  worldly  wights  in  place, 

Leave  off  their  worke,  unmindfull  of  their  smart, 

To  gaze  on  them ;  who  forth  by  them  doe  pace, 

Till  they  be  come  unto  the  furthest  part ; 

Where  was  a  cave  ywrought  by  wondrous  art, 

Deepe,  darke,  uneasy,  dolefuU,  comfortlesse. 

In  which  sad  Aesculapius  far  apart 

Emprisond  was  in  chaines  remedilesse ; 
For  that  Hippolytus  rent  corse  he  did  redresse^. 

'  Lin,  rest.  *   Gin,  engine  of  punishment. 

^   Rcdrcssc,  reunite. 


XXXV.  1.  —  Tliere  was  Ixion,  &c.]  The  names  of  Ixion,  Sisyphus, 
and  Tantalus  have  become  so  commonplace  in  literature  that  they  need 
no  explanation.  Tityus  and  Typhocus  wore  giants,  and  punished,  tlie 
former  for  his  rudeness  to  Latona,  and  tlie  latter  for  making  war  on 
Jupiter.  Theseus  was  doomed  to  sit  constantly  in  one  place,  on  ac- 
count of  his  abetting  his  friend  Pirithous  in  his  plot  to  carry  away 
Proserpine.  The  fifty  sisters  were  tiie  daugliters  of  Danaus,  punished 
for  nuirdering  their  Imsbands. 

XXXVI.  7.  —  Sad  Ar seal u pins.']  Spenser  departs  from  the  received 
mythology  in  this  account  of  iEsculapius.  lie  was  killed  by  Jupiter, 
on  account  of  tlie  complaints  of  Pluto,  for  raising  so  many  dead  per- 
sons to  life,  and  afterwards  was  admitted  among  the  gods. 

10* 
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XXXVII. 

Hippolytus  a  iolly  liiiiitsniaii  was, 
Thai  wonl  in  cliar(3lt  cliarc!  tlio  forninf;  bore : 
He  all  liis  j)eeres  in  iK^auly  did  surpas  ; 
But  ladies  love,  as  losse  of  time,  forbore : 
His  wanton  stopdame  loved  him  the  more  ; 
But,  wiicn  she  saw  her  oflred  sweets  refusd. 
Her  love  she  tumd  to  hate,  and  him  before 
His  father  fierce  of  treason  false  accusd, 

And  with  her  gealous  termes  his  open  eares  abusd : 
XXXVIII. 
Who,  all  in  rage,  his  sea-god  syre  besought 
Some  cursed  vengeaunce  on  his  sonne  to  cast : 
From  surging  gulf  two  monsters  streight  were  brought 
With  dread  whereof  his  chacing  steedes  aghast 
Both  charett  swifte  and  huntsman  overcast. 
His  goodly  corps  on  ragged  clilTs  yrcnt  ^, 
Was  quite  dismembred,  and  his  members  chast 
Scattered  on  every  mountaine  as  he  went. 

That  of  Hippolytus  was  lefte  no  moniment. 
XXXIX. 
His  cruell  stepdame,  seeing  what  was  donne, 
Her  wicked  dales  with  wretched  knife  did  end. 
In  death  avowing  th'  innocence  of  her  sonne. 
Which  hearing,  his  rash  syre  began  to  rend 
His  heare,  and  hasty  tong  that  did  offend  : 
Tho,*  gathering  up  the  reliques  of  his  smart, 
By  Dianes  meanes  who  was  Hippolyts  frend, 

*    Yrent,  dismembered,  *  Tlio,  then. 


XXXVII.  5.  —  His  iciinton  stcpdame-l  Her  name  was  PhoEdra, 
whose  unhappy  passion  has  afforded  a  subject  to  the  tragic  genius  of 
Sophocles,  Euripides,  and  Racine. 


C.  V.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  115 

Them  brought  to  Aesculape,  tliat  by  his  art 
Did  heal  them  all  againe,  and  ioyned  eveiy  pait. 

XL. 
Such  wondrous  science  in  mans  witt  to  rain 
When  love  avizd,^  that  could  the  dead  revive, 
And  fates  expired  could  renew  again, 
Of  endlesse  life  he  might  him  not  deprive ; 
But  unto  hell  did  thrust  him  downe  alive. 
With  flashing  thunderbolt  ywounded  sore  : 
Where,  long  remaining,  he  did  alwaies  stnve 
Himselfe  with  salves  to  health  for  to  restore, 
And  slake  the  heavenly  fire  that  raged  eveimore. 

XLI. 
There  auncient  Night  arriving,  did  alight 
From  her  nigh-weary  wayne,  and  in  her  amies 
To  Aesculapius  brought  the  wounded  Kniglit : 
Whom  having  softly  disaraid  of  annes, 
Tho-  san  to  hiin  discover  all  his  harmes, 
Beseeching  him  with  prayer,  and  with  praise, 
If  either  salves,  or  oyles,  or  herbes,  or  charmes, 
A  fordonne  ^  wight  from  dore  of  death  mote  raise. 
He  would  at  her  request  prolong  her  Nepliews  ^  daies. 
XLII. 
'•  Ah  Dame,"  quodi  he,  "  thou  temptest  me  in  vaine 
To  dare  the  thing,  which  daily  yet  I  rew  ^  ; 
And  the  old  cause  of  my  continued  paine 
With  like  attempt  to  like  end  to  renew. 
Is  not  enough,  that,  thmst  from  heaven  dew, 
Here  endlesse  penaunce  for  one  fauU  I  jiay ; 
But  that  redoubled  crime  with  venceaunce  new 


'  Avizd,  perceived.  ■•  Kiphnrs,  dcsremiaiit's. 

*  Tlio,  tlien.  *  Riir,  rcpiMit. 

^  Fordonnv,  uiulonc. 
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Tlioii  l)i(l(l(>st  inc;  to  eekc  '  ?  can  Night  (lefray  ^   [Day?  " 
The  wnith  of  thmuirin^'   love,  that  niles,  both  Night  and 
XLIII. 
"  Not  so,"  quoth  sl)c  ;  "  hut,  siih  ^  tliat  heavens  King 
From  hope  of  heaven  hath  thee  excluded  quight, 
Why  fcarcst  thou,  that  canst  not  hoj)e  for  thing ; 
And  fearest  not  that  more  thee  hurten ''  might, 
Now  in  the  powre  of  everlasting  Night  ? 
Goe  to  then,  O  thou  far  renowmed  sonne 
Of  great  Apollo,  shew  thy  famous  mii,rht 
In  medicine,  that  els  hath  to  thee  wonne 
Great  pains,  and  greater  praise,  both  never  to  be  donne." 
XLIV. 
Her  words  prcvaild :  And  then  the  learned  leach 
His  cunning  hand  gan  to  his  wounds  to  lay. 
And  all  things  els,  the  which  his  art  did  teach  : 
Which  having  seene,  from  thence  arose  away 
The  Modier  of  dredd  daiknesse,  and  let  stay 
Aveugles  sorme  there  in  the  leaches  cure  ; 
And,  backe  retoufning,  took  her  wonted  \\'ay 
To  ronne  her  timely  race,  whilst  Phoebus  pure 
In  westeme  waves  his  weary  wagon  did  recure.^ 

XLV. 
The  false  Duessa,  leaving  noyous  ^  Night, 
Retumd  to  stately  pallace  of  Dame  Pryde : 
Where  when  she  came,  she  found  the  Faery  Knight 

'  Eeke,  increase.        ^  Defray,  avert;  literally,  bear  the  charges  of. 

^  Sith,  since.  *  Hurten,  hurt. 

*  Rccure,  recover  from  fatigue.  •"'  .Xoijous,  baleful. 


XLllI.  ;?.  —  Jfhij  fearest  thou,  &c.]  "  Why  do  you  fear  Jove,  from 
whom  you  have  nothing  to  hope  ?  and  whj'  do  you  not  fear  lest  you 
should  receive  some  additional  punishment  from  Night,  if  you  refuse 
her  request,  since  you  are  in  her  power  .•'  " 


C.  V.  THE    FAERIE    Q,UEENE.  117 

Departed  thence ;  albee  ^  (his  woundes  wyde 

Not  throughly  heald)  unready  were  to  ryde. 

Good  cause  he  had  to  hasten  thence  away ; 

For  on  a  day  his  wary  Dwarfe  had  spyde 

Where,  in  a  dungeon  deepe,  huge  nombers  lay 
Of  caytive  wretched  tliralls,  that  wayled  night  and  day ; 
XLVI. 

(A  ruefiill  sight  as  could  be  scene  with  eie ;) 

Of  whom  he  learned  had  in  secret  wise 

The  hidden  cause  of  their  captivitie ; 

How  mortgaging  theu*  lives  to  Covetise, 

Through  wastfull  pride  and  wanton  riotise, 

They  were  by  law  of  that  proud  tyrannesse, 

Provokt  with  Wrath  and  Envyes  false  surmise, 

Condemned  to  that  dongeon  mercilesse, 
Where  they  should  live  in  wo,  and  dye  in  wretchednesse. 
XL  VII. 

There  was  that  great  proud  king  of  Babylon, 

That  would  compell  all  nations  to  adore 

And  hiiB,  as  onely  God,  to  call  upon ; 

Till,  through  celestiall  doome  thrown  out  of  dore, 

Into  an  oxe  he  was  transformd  of  yore. 

There  also  was  king  Croesus,  that  enhaunst 

His  hart  too  high  through  his  great  richesse  store ; 

And  proud  Antiochus,  the  which  advaunst 
His  cursed  hand  gainst  God,  and  on  his  altares  daunst. 

'  Alhee,  although. 


XLVII.  1.  —  Proud  king  of  Babylon.^     Nebuchadnezzar. 

XLVII.  8.  —  Projid  Antiochus.']  Tliis  was  Antioclius,  surnamed 
Epiphanos,  whose  cruelties  to  the  Jews  and  profanation  of  the  tt^mple 
are  narrated  in  2  Mace.  chap.  v.  vi.  and  vii. 
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XLVIII. 
Aiifl,  tlicm  lonj^  liiiu;  Itt-fljic,  j^rcat  IVIinrod  was, 
That  fu-st  tliu  world  witli  s\\  oni  and  fire  warrayd  '  ; 
And  after  him  old  Ninus  far  did  pas 
In  princely  pomp,  of  all  the  world  obayd. 
There  also  was  that  mightie  monarch  layd 
Low  under  all,  yet  above  all  in  pride, 
That  name  of  native  syrn  did  fowle  upbrayd, 
And  would  as  Amnions  sonne  be  maLmifule; 

Till,  sconid  of  God  and  man,  a  shamefuU  death  he  dide. 
XLIX. 
All  these  together  in  one  heape  were  throwTie, 
Like  carkases  of  beastes  in  butchers  stall. 
And,  in  another  comer,  wide  were  strowne 
The  antique  ruins  of  the  Romanes  fall : 
Great  Romulus,  the  grandsyre  of  them  all ; 
Proud  Tarquin  ;  and  too  lordly  Lentulus ; 
Stout  Scipio  ;  and  stubbome  Hanniball ; 
Ambitious  Sylla  ;  and  steme  INIarius  ; 

High  Caesar  ;  great  Pompey ;  and  fiers  Antonius. 
L. 
Amongst  these  mightie  men  were  wcmen  mixt. 
Proud  wemen,  vaine,  forgetfuU  of  their  yoke : 
The  bold  Semiramis,  whose  sides  transfixt 

'  Warrayd,  made  war  upon. 


XLVIII.  5. —  That  nightie  monarch.]     Alexander  the  Great. 

XLIX.  7.  Stout  Sripio.]  Jortin  censures  Spenser  for  putting  Scip- 
io (probably  Africanus)  in  such  company. 

L.  2. ForgetfuU  of  their  yoke.]  Forgetful  of  the  restraints  im- 
posed upon  their  sex. 

L.  3.  —  The  bold  Semiramis.]  Semiramis  is  said  to  hare  been  put  to 
death  by  her  son  Ninyas,  on  account  of  an  incestuous  passion  which 
she  avowed  for  him. 
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With  sonnes  own  blade  her  fowle  reproaches  spoke ; 
Fayre  Sthenoboea,  that  her  selfe  did  choke 
With  wilful!  chord,  for  wanting  of  her  will ; 
High-minded  Cleopatra,  that  with  stroke 
Of  Aspes  sting  her  self  did  stoutly  kill : 

And  thousands  moe  the  like,  that  did  that  dongeon  fill. 

LI. 
Besides  the  endlesse  routes  of  wretched  thralles,^ 
Which  thether  were  assembled,  day  by  day, 
From  all  the  world,  after  their  wofuU  falles 
Through  wicked  pride  and  wasted  welthes  decay. 
But  most,  of  all  which  in  that  dongeon  lay. 
Fell  from  high  princes  courtes,  or  ladies  bowres  ; 
Where  they  in  ydle  pomp,  or  wanton  play. 
Consumed  had  their  goods  and  thriftlesse  howres. 

And  lastly  tlu-own  themselves  into  these  heavy  stowres.^ 

Lll. 
Whose  case  whenas  the  careful  Dwarfe  had  tould, 
And  made  ensample  of  their  moumfull  sight 
Unto  his  JMaister ;  he  no  lenger  would 
There  dwell  in  perill  of  like  painefull  plight, 
But  earely  rose ;  and,  ere  that  dawning  light 
Discovered  had  the  world  to  heaven  wyde. 
He  by  a  privy  posteme  tooke  his  flight. 
That  of  no  envious  eyes  he  mote  be  spyde : 

For,  doubtlesse,  death  ensewd  if  any  him  desciyde. 

'    Thrallrs,  slaves.  *  Stoicrcs,  calamities. 


L.  5.  —  Fayrc  Slliawliara.]  Sthcnobcca  was  the  wife  of  Proctus,  kinor 
of  Argoa,  and  committed  suicide  in  consequence  of  an  unsuccessful 
passion  for  iJellerophon. 
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LIM. 

Scarso  could  he  f(X)tin<^  find  in  tliat  fowle  way, 
For  many  corses,  like  a  great  lay-stall  ^ 
Of  murdred  men,  which  therein  strowesd  lay 
Without  remorse  or  decent  fuiierall ; 
Which,  al  tlirough  that  great  Princesse  Pride,  did  fall, 
And  came  to  shamefull  end  :  And  them  besyde, 
Forth  ryding  underneath  the  castell  wall, 
A  donghill  of  dead  carcases  he  spyde  ; 
The  dreadfull  spectacle  of  that  sad  House  of  Pryde. 

'  Laystall,  a  place  to  put  rubbish  in. 
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CANTO  VI. 

From  lawlesse  lust  by  wondrous  grace 

Fayre  Una  is  releast : 
Whom  salvage  nation  does  adore, 

And  learnes  her  wise  beheast. 

1. 

As  when  a  ship,  that  flyes  ia.yTe  under  sayle, 
An  hidden  rocke  escaped  hath  unwares, 
That  lay  in  waite  her  wrack  for  to  bewaile  ; 
Tlie  mariner  yet  halfe  amazed  stares 
At  perill  past,  and  yet  in  doubt  ne  dares 
To  ioy  at  his  foolhappie  •  oversight  ^ : 
So  doubly  is  distrest  twixt  ioy  and  cares 
The  dreadlesse  corage  of  this  Elfin  Knight, 
Having  escapt  so  sad  ensamples  in  his  sight. 
II. 
Yet  sad  he  was,  that  his  too  hastie  speed 
The  fayre  Duess'  had  forst  him  leave  behind ; 
And  yet  more  sad,  that  Una,  his  deare  Dreed,' 
Her  truth  had  staynd  with  treason  so  unkind ; 
Yet  cryme  in  her  could  never  creature  find : 

'  Foolhappie,  lucky  without  design. 

'  Oversight,  escape ;  literally,  his  being  overlooked,  and  thus  allowed 
to  escape.  ^  j)rccil,  object  of  reverence. 


1.3.  —  For  to  bewaile,  &c.]  Bewaile  here  means  to  clioose  or  select ; 
and  the  idea  conveyed  is  tbat  the  rock  lies  in  wait  for  the  ship,  or  selects 
her  for  the  purpose  of  wrecking  hor. 

VOL.    I.  11 
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I  Jut  (i)v  his  love,  and  fni-  licr  own  sclfe  Sake, 
She  waiKhed  hud  Iroin  ono  to  other  Ynd, 
Iliin  for  to  soekf,  no  ever  would  forsake; 

Till  her  unwarcs  the  fiers  Sansloy  did  overtake : 
III. 
Who,  after  ArchiMiai^ocs  fowle  defeat, 
Led  her  away  into  a  forest  wilde  ; 
And,  turning  wratlifull  lyre  to  lustfull  heat, 
With  beastly  sin  thoujfht  her  to  have  defilde, 
And  made  the  vassall  of  his  pleasures  vilde. 
Yet  first  he  cast  by  treatie,  and  by  traynes,^ 
Her  to  persuade  that  stubbome  fort  to  yielde : 
For  greater  conquest  of  hard  love  he  gaynes. 

That  workes  it  to  his  will,  then  he  that  it  constraines. 
IV. 
With  fawning  wordes  he  courted  her  a  whde ; 
And,  looking  lovely  ^  and  oft  sighing  sore, 
Her  constant  hart  did  tempt  with  diverse  guile : 
But  wordes,  and  lookes,  and  sighes  she  did  abhore 
As  rock  of  diamond  stedfast  evemiore. 
Yet,  for  to  feed  his  fyrie  lustfull  eye, 
He  snatcht  the  vele  that  hong  her  face  before : 
Tlien  gan  her  beautie  shjTie  as  brightest  skye. 

And  burnt  liis  beasdy  hart  t'  enforce  her  chastitye. 
V. 
So  when  he  saw  his  flatt'ring  artes  to  fayle, 
And  subtile  engines  bett  ii'oni  batteree ; 
With  greedy  force  he  gan  the  fort  assayle, 
Whereof  he  weend  possessed  scone  to  bee, 

'   Traijnes,  persuasion.  '  Lovdy,  lovingly. 


11.9. —  Till  her  umcares,  &c.]     The  adventures  of  Una  are   now 
resumed  from  canto  III. 
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And  win  rich  spoile  of  ransackt  chastltee. 
Ah  heavens  !  that  doe  this  hideous  act  behold, 
And  heavenly  Virgin  thus  outraged  see, 
How  can  ye  vengeance  iust  so  long  witlihold, 

And  hurle  not  flashing  flames  upon  that  Paynim  bold  ? 
VI. 
The  pitteous  Mayden,  careful!,^  comfortlesse. 
Does  throw  out  thrilling  shriekes,  and  shrieking  cryes  ; 
(The  last  vaine  helpe  of  wemens  greate  distresse,) 
And  with  loud  plaintes  impurtuneth  the  skyes  ; 
That  molten  starres  doe  drop  like  weeping  eyes ; 
And  Phoebus,  flying  so  most  shameful  sight, 
His  blushing  face  in  foggy  cloud  implyes,^ 
And  hydes  for  shame.     What  witt  of  moitall  wight 

Can  now  devise  to  quitt  a  thrall  ^  from  such  a  plight  ? 
Vll. 
Etemall  Providence,  exceeding  thought, 
Where  none  appeares  can  make  her  self  a  way 
A  wondrous  way  it  for  this  Lady  wrought, 
From  lyons  clawes  to  pluck  the  gryped  pray. 
Her  shrill  outcry es  and  shrieks  so  loud  did  bray, 
That  all  the  woodes  and  forestes  did  resownd : 
A  troupe  of  Faunes  and  sat}'res  far  a\\'ay 
Within  the  wood  were  dauncing  in  a  rownd. 

Whiles  old  Sylvanus  slept  in  shady  arber  sownd : 
VIII. 
Who,  when  they  heard  that  pitteous  strained  voice. 
In  haste  forsooke  their  rural  merimcnt, 

'    Carcfull,  sorrowful.  *  Jmphjcs,  envelopes. 

'   Thrall,  a  person  subjected  to  tlio  power  of  anotlior. 


VII.  9.  —  Old   Sylvanus.']     Sylvanus   was  a  rural  deity,  in  figure 
resembling  a  satyr. 
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And  nm  lowurdcs  the  far  rebownded  noyce, 
To  \v(;t;t  wlial  wi;;lit  so  loudly  did  laiiiuiit. 
Unto  the  jjlacu  they  come  incontinent  ^ : 
Whom  when  the  raging  Sarazin  espyde, 
A  mde,  misshapen,  monstrous  rahlement, 
Whose  like  he  never  saw,  he  durst  not  hyde  ; 
But  got  his  ready  steed,  and  fast  away  gan  ryde. 

IX. 

The  wyld  woodgods,  arrived  in  the  place, 

There  find  the  Vii-gin,  doolfull,  desolate. 

With  ruffled  rayments,  and  fa)Te  blubbred  ^  face, 

As  her  outrageous  foe  had  left  her  late ; 

And  trembling  yet  through  feare  of  fornier  hate  : 

All  stand  amazed  at  so  uncouth  ^  si'dit, 

And  gin  to  pittie  her  unhappie  state ; 

All  stand  astonied  at  her  beautie  bright, 

In  tlieir  rude  eyes  unworthy  of  so  wofull  plight. 
X. 
She,  more  amazd,  in  double  dread  doth  dwell ; 
And  every  tender  part  for  feare  does  shake. 
As  when  a  greedy  wolfe,  through  honger  fell, 
A  seely  ^  lamb  far  fix)m  the  flock  does  take, 
Of  whom  he  meanes  his  bloody  feast  to  make, 
A  lyon  spyes  fast  nmning  towards  liim. 
The  innocent  pray  in  hast  he  does  forsake ; 
Which,  quitt  from  death,  yet  quakes  m  every  lim 

With  chaunge  of  feare,  to  see  the  lyon  looke  so  grim. 

'  Incontinent,  immediately.         -  Bluhhred,  stained  with  tears. 
^  Uncouth,  strange.  ■•  Scchj,  simple. 


IX.  3.  —  Blublrcd  face.}     This  word,  in  Spenser's  times,  had  not 
acquired  those  associations  which  in  modern  times  forbid  its  use   in 

dignified  or  pathetic  passages. 


C.   VI.  THE    FAERIE    qUEENE.  125 

XI. 

Such  feareiull  fitt  assaid  her  trembling  hart ; 

Ne  word  to  speake,  ne  ioynt  to  move,  she  had 

The  salvage  nation  feele  her  secret  smart, 

And  read  her  sorrow  in  her  count'nance  sad  ; 

Their  frowning  forheads,  with  rough  homes  yclad 

And  rustick  horror,  all  asyde  doe  lay  ; 

And,  gently  grenning,^  shew  a  semblance  glad 

To  comfort  her  ;  and,  feare  to  put  away. 
Their  backward-bent  knees  teach  her  humbly  to  obay. 

XII. 

The  doubtfuU  ^  Damzell  dare  not  yet  committ 

Her  single  person  to  their  barbarous  tmth  ; 

But  still  twixt  feare  and  hope  amazd  does  sitt, 

Late  leamd  what  harme  to  hasty  truth  ensu'th : 

They,  in  compassion  of  her  tender  youth 

And  wonder  of  her  beautie  soverayne, 

Are  wonne  with  pitty  and  unwonted  ruth ; 

And,  all  prostrate  upon  the  lowly  playne, 
Doe  Idsse  her  feete,  and  fawne  on  her  with  count'nance  fayne."^ 

XIII. 

Their  harts  she  ghesseth  by  their  humble  guise, 

And  yieldes  her  to  extrcmitic  of  time  : 

So  from  the  ground  she  fearlesse  doth  arise, 

And  walkcth  forth  widiout  suspect  of  ciime  : 

They,  all  as  glad  as  birdes  of  joyous  pryme, 

Thence  lead  her  forth,  about  her  dauncing  round, 

Shouting,  and  singing  all  a  shepheards  ryme  ; 

'   Grcnning,  grinning.         ^  DoubtfuU,  fearful.  '  Foiftir,  glad. 


XIII.  4.  —  IVithout  suspect  of  crime]     Without  suspecting  or  antici 
pating  any  evil. 

11  * 
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And,  with  i^reone  brauiiclies  slrowing  all  the  ground, 
Do  worship  her  as  qucciiu  w  ith  olive  girlond  cround. 

XIV. 
And  all  ilir  way  tinir  inciTy  pipes  they  sound, 
Tlial  all  the  wwxls  with  doubled  eccho  ring; 
And  witii  their  horned  feet  doe  wcare  the  ground, 
Leaping  like  wanton  kids  in  pleasant  Spring. 
So  towards  old  Sylvanus  they  her  bring ; 
Who,  with  the  noyse  awaked,  commeth  out 
To  weet  ^  the  cause,  his  weake  steps  governing 
And  aged  limbs  on  cypresse  stadle  ^  stout ; 
And  witli  an  yvie  twyne  his  waste  is  girt  about. 

XV. 
Far  off  he  wonders  what  them  makes  so  glad, 
Or  Bacchus  meny  fmit  they  did  invent,^ 
Or  Cybeles  franticke  rites  have  made  them  mad : 
They,  drawing  nigh,  unto  their  god  present 
That  flowre  of  fayth  and  beautie  excellent : 
The  god  himselfe,  vewing  that  miiThour  rare, 
Stood  long  amazd,  and  burnt  in  his  intent : 
His  owne  fayre  Dryope  now  he  thinkes  not  faire. 
And  Pholoe  fowle,  when  her  to  this  he  doth  compaire. 

XVI. 
The  wood-bome  people  fall  before  her  flat. 
And  worship  her  as  goddesse  of  the  wood ; 
And  old  Sylvanus  selfe  bethinkes  not,  what 
To  thinke  of  wight  so  fayre  ;  but  gazing  stood 
In  doubt  to  deeme  her  borne  of  earthly  brood : 

'   JFiecf,  learn.  -  Stadle,  atsiff.  ^  Inrcnt,  discover. 


XV.  7.  —  Burnt  in  his  intent.']     Glowed  with  admiration  as  he  srazed 
upon  her. 
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Sometimes  dame  Venus  selfe  he  seemes  to  see ; 
But  Venus  never  had  so  sober  mood : 
Sometimes  Diana  he  her  takes  to  be ; 

But  misseth  bow  and  shaftes,  and  buskins  to  her  knee. 
XVII. 
By  vew  of  her  he  ginneth  ^  to  revive 
His  ancient  love,  and  dearest  Cyparisse  ; 
And  calles  to  mind  his  pourtraiture  aUve, 
How  fayre  he  was,  and  yet  not  fayre  to  this  ; 
And  how  he  slew  with  glauncing  dart  amisse 
A  gentle  hynd,  the  which  the  lovely  boy 
Did  love  as  life,  above  all  worldly  blisse  : 
For  griefe  whereof  the  lad  n'ould  -  after  ioy  ; 

But  pynd  away  in  anguish  and  selfewild  annoy .^ 
XVIII. 
The  wooddy  nymphes,  faire  Hamadryades, 
Her  to  behold  do  thether  runne  apace  ; 
And  all  the  troupe  of  light-foot  Naiades 
Flocke  all  about  to  see  her  lovely  face  : 
But,  when  they  vewed  have  her  heavenly  grace, 
They  envy  her  in  their  malitious  mind, 
And  fly  away  for  feare  of  fowle  disgrace  : 
But  all  the  Satyres  scome  their  woody  kind. 
And  henceforth  nothing  faire,  but  her,  on  earth  tliey  find. 
XIX. 
Glad  of  such  lucke,  the  luckelesse  lucky  Mayd 
Did  her  content  to  please  their  feeble  eyes  ; 
And  long  time  with  that  salvage  people  stayd, 

'   Ginneth,  bcgirincth.       '  N'ould,  would  not.       ••  Jlnnoij,  grief. 


XVII.  2.  —  Dearest  Cijparisse.']  Cyparissus  is  said  to  liave  boon  a 
beautiful  youth,  who,  havinfr  accidontally  killed  a  iavorite  stag  of 
Apollo,  pined  away  wilii  grief,  and  was  changed  into  a  cypress-tree. 
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To  gather  breath  in  iiKiiiy  nii.serycs. 

During  wliich  time  her  gentle  wit  she  plycs/ 

To  leach  them  truth,  which  worshipt  her  in  vaine, 

And  made  her  th'  image  of  Idolatryes  : 

But,  wh(!n  their  bootlesse  zeale  she  did  restrayne 

From  h(.-r  own  worship^  they  her  asse  would  worship  fayn. 

XX. 
It  fortuned,  a  noble  wai'like  Knight 
By  iust  occasion  to  that  forrest  came 
To  seeke  his  kindred,  and  the  lignage  right, 
From  whence  he  tooke  his  wel-deserved  name  : 
He  had  in  armes  abroad  wonne  muchell  ^  fame, 
And  fild  far  landes  with  glorie  of  his  might ; 
Plaine,  faithful!,  tme,  and  enimy  of  shame, 
And  ever  lov'd  to  fight  for  Ladies  right : 

But  in  vaine  glorious  fixiyes  he  litle  did  delight. 

XXI. 
A  Satyres  sonne  ybome  in  forrest  wyld, 
By  straunge  adventure  as  it  did  betyde, 
And  there  begotten  of  a  Lady  my  Id, 
Fayre  Thyamis  the  daughter  of  Labryde  ; 
That  was  in  sacred  bandes  of  wedlocke  tyde 
To  Therion,  a  loose  unndy  sw'ayne, 
Who  had  more  ioy  to  raunge  the  forrest  wyde. 
And  chase  the  salvage  beast  with  busie  payne. 

Then  serve  his  Ladies  love,  and  waste  in  pleasures  vayne. 

'  Plyes,  exerts.  *  Muchell,  much. 


XIX.  9.  —  TTieij  her  asse  would  worship  fayn.']  Todd  supposes  that 
Spenser  here  alludes  to  a  charge  brought  against  the  early  Christians 
of  worshipi)ing  an  ass,  and  censures  him  for  the  allusion.  It  is  very 
doubtful,  to  say  the  least,  whether  any  such  matter  was  in  tlie  poet's 
thoughts. 
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XXII. 

The  forlome  mayd  did  with  loves  longing  bume, 

And  could  not  lacke  her  lovers  company  ; 

But  to  the  wood  she  goes,  to  serve  her  tume, 

And  seeke  her  spouse,  that  from  her  still  does  fly 

And  followes  other  game  and  veneiy  ^ : 

A  Satyre  chaunst  her  wandring  for  to  finde ; 

And  kindling  coles  of  lust  in  brutish  eye. 

The  loyall  linkes  of  wedlocke  did  unbinde, 
And  made  her  person  thrall  unto  his  beastly  kind. 
XXIII. 

So  long  in  secret  cabin  there  he  held 

Her  captive  to  his  sensuall  desyre  ; 

Till  that  with  timely  fruit  her  belly  sweld, 

And  bore  a  boy  unto  that  salvage  syre  : 

Then  home  he  suffied  her  for  to  retyre  ; 

For  ransome  leaving  him  the  late-borne  childe : 

Whom,  till  to  ryper  yeare  he  gan  aspyre, 

He  nousled  ^  up  in  life  and  maners  wilde, 
Emongst  wild  beastes  and  woods,  from  lawes  of  men  exilde. 
XXIV. 

For  all  he  taught  the  tender  ymp,^  was  but 

To  banish  cowardize  and  bastard  ^  feare : 

His  trembling  hand  he  would  liim  force  to  put 

Upon  the  lyon  and  the  mgged  beare ; 

And  from  the  she-beares  teats  her  whelps  to  teare  ; 

And  eke  wyld  roring  buls  he  would  him  make 

To  tame,  and  ryde  their  backes  not  made  to  beare ; 

'    Vcncry,  hunting.  ^    l''»/'>  child. 

-  jYouslcd,  nursed.  *  Bastard,  base. 


XXII.  3.  —  To  serve  her  tumc]     To  accomplish  iicr  object,  wliiclj 
was,  to  l)c  with  her  husband. 
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And  the  robuckes  in  flight  to  overtake : 
That  everie  beast  for  fcare  of  liim  did  fly  and  quake. 
XXV. 
Thereby  so  fearelesse  and  so  fell  he  grew, 
That  his  owne  syre  and  maister  of  his  guise 
Did  oft(^n  tremble  at  his  horrid  vew  ; 
And  oft,  for  dread  of  hurl,  would  him  advise 
The  angry  beastes  not  rashly  to  despise. 
Nor  too  much  to  provoke  ;  for  he  would  leame  ^ 
The  lyon  stoup  to  him  in  lowly  wise, 
(A  lesson  hard,)  and  make  the  hbbard  -  steme 
Leave  roaring,  when  in  rage  he  for  revenge  did  eame.^ 
XXVI. 
And,  for  to  make  his  powre  approved  more, 
Wyld  beastes  in  yron  yokes  he  would  compell ; 
The  spotted  panther,  and  the  tusked  bore. 
The  pardale "'  swift,  and  the  tigre  cruLll, 
The  antelope  and  wolfe,  both  fiers  and  fell ; 
And  them  constraine  in  equall  teme  to  draw. 
Such  ioy  he  had  their  stubbome  harts  to  quell, 
And  sturdie  courage  tame  with  di'eadfuU  aw ; 
That  his  beheast  they  feared,  as  a  tyrans  law. 
XXVI  I. 
His  loving  mother  came  upon  a  day 
Unto  the  woodes,  to  see  her  little  sonne  ; 
And  chaunst  unwares  to  meet  him  in  the  way. 
After  his  sportes  and  cruell  pastime  donne  ; 
When  after  liim  a  lyonesse  did  runne. 
That  roaring  all  witli  rage  did  low  d  requere 

'  Learne,  teach.  ^  Eame,  yearn. 

*  LibbuTd,  leopard.  *  Pardale,  a  kind  of  leopard. 


XXV.  2.  —  Maister  of  his  guisr,]  i.  e.  who  trained  him  to  such  deeds. 
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Her  children  deare,  whom  he  away  had  wonne  : 
The  lyon  whelpes  she  saw  how  he  did  beare, 
A.nd  lull  in  rucjo-ed  amies  withouten  childish  feare. 
XXVIII. 
The  fearefull  dame  all  quaked  at  the  sight, 
And  turning  backe  gan  fast  to  fly  away  ; 
Untill,  with  love  revokt  from  vaine  affi'ight. 
She  hardly  yet  perswaded  was  to  stay, 
And  then  to  him  these  w-omanish  words  gan  say ; 
"  Ah  Satyrane,  my  dearling  and  my  ioy, 
For  love  of  me  leave  off  this  dreadfull  play  ; 
To  dally  thus  with  death  is  no  fit  toy  : 
Go,  find  some  other  play-fellowes,  mine  own  sweet  bov." 

XXIX. 
In  these  and  like  delightes  of  bloody  game 
He  trayned  was,  till  ryper  years  he  raught ' ; 
And  there  abode,  whylst  any  beast  of  name 
Walkt  in  that  forrest,  whom  he  had  not  taucrht 
To  feare  his  force  :  and  then  his  courage  hauc^ht  - 
Desyrd  of  foiTeine  foemen  to  be  knowne, 
And  far  abroad  for  straunge  adventures  sought : 
In  which  his  might  was  never  overthrowne  ; 
But  through  al  Faery  lond  his  famous  wortli  was  blow  n. 

XXX. 
Yet  evermore  it  was  his  maner  faire, 
After  long  laboui-s  and  adventures  spent, 
Unto  those  native  woods  for  to  repaire, 
To  see  his  syre  and  ofspring  auncient. 
And  now  he  thether  came  for  like  intent ; 

*  Raught,  reached.  "  Ilnught,  \\\gh. 


XXX.  4.  —  To  see  his  syre  andofspring  auncioU.J   To  see  liis  ancient 
sire  and  his  sire's  offspring. 
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Where  he  unwarcs  the  fairest  Una  found, 
Strauni^fo  T/idy,  in  so  straunt^o  habiliment, 
Teaching  the  Satyres,  which  her  sat  around, 

Trew  sacred  lore,  whifh  from  her  sweet  hps  did  redound.' 
XXXI. 
He  wondrcd  at  her  wiscdome  lievenly  rare. 
Whose  hkc  in  womens  witt  he  never  knew ; 
And,  when  her  curteous  deeds  he  did  compare, 
Gan  her  admire,  and  her  sad  sorrowcs  rew, 
Blaming  of  Fortune,  wliich  such  troubles  threw. 
And  ioyd  to  make  proofe  of  her  cruelty 
On  gentle  Dame,  so  hurtlesse  -  and  so  trew  : 
Thenceforth  he  kept  her  goodly  company, 

And  leamd  her  discipline  of  faith  and  verity. 
XXXII. 
But  she,  all  vowd  unto  the  Redcrosse  Knight, 
His  wandring  perill  closely  ^  did  lament, 
Ne  in  this  new  acquaintaunce  could  delight ; 
But  her  deare  heart  with  anguish  did  tomient, 
And  all  her  witt  in  secret  counsels  spent. 
How  to  escape.     At  last  in  privy  wise 
To  Satyrane  she  shewed  her  intent ; 
Who,  glad  to  gain  such  favour,  gan  devise, 

How  with  that  pensive  Maid  he  best  might  thence  aiise.'' 
XXXIII. 
So  on  a  day,  when  Satyres  all  were  gone 
To  do  their  service  to  Sylvanus  old. 
The  gentle  Virgin,  left  behinde  alone. 
He  led  away  with  corage  stout  and  bold. 
Too  late  it  was  to  Satpes  to  be  told. 
Or  ever  hope  recover  her  againe  : 

>  Redound,  flow.  '  Closely,  secretly. 

*  Ilurtlcsse,  innocent.  ■*  Arise,  depart. 
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In  vaine  he  seekes  that,  having,  cannot  hold. 
So  fast  he  carried  her  with  carefull  paine. 

That  they  the  woods  are  past,  and  come  now  to  the  plaine. 
XXXIV. 
The  better  part  now  of  the  lingring  day 
They  traveild  had,  whenas  they  far  espide 
A  weary  wight  forwandring  by  the  way ; 
And  towards  him  they  gan  in  hast  to  ride, 
To  \\  eete  ^  of  newes  that  did  abroad  betyde, 
Or  tidings  of  her  Knigiit  of  the  Redcrosse ; 
But  he,  them  spying,  gan  to  turne  aside 
For  feare,  as  seemd,  or  for  some  feigned  losse  : 

More  greedy  they  of  newes  fast  towards  him  do  crosse. 
XXXV. 
A  silly  2  man,  in  simple  weeds  forwome,^ 
And  soild  with  dust  of  the  long  dried  way ; 
His  sandales  were  with  toilsome  travell  tome, 
And  face  all  tand  with  scorching  sunny  ray, 
As  he  had  traveild  many  a  sommers  day 
Through  boyling  sands  of  Arabic  and  Ynde ; 
And  in  his  hand  a  Jacobs  stafFe,  to  stay 
His  weary  limbs  upon  ;  and  eke  behind 

His  scrip  did  hang,  in  which  his  needments  he  did  bind. 
XXXVl. 
The  Knight,  approaching  nigh,  of  him  inquerd  ' 
Tidings  of  warre,  and  of  adventures  new  ; 

•  JVeete,  learn.  ^  Forwornc,  nnich  worn. 

*  Silly,  simple,  without  guile.  *  Inquerd^  inquired. 


XXXIV.  3.  —  Jl  weary  tcight.^  This  is  Archimago,  who  was  left 
insensible  on  the  ground,  after  his  encounter  witli  Sansloy,  canto  III. 
stanza  XXXIX. 

XXXV.  7.  —  Jl  Incohs  stuffp.']  Among  jugglers,  a  Jacob's  staif  (in 
French,  bAton  dc  Jacob)  is  technically  a  conjuring  rod.  See  Diet 
de  V Academic,  "  Baton." 

VOL.    I.  12 
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But  warres,  nor  new  juhtniiiros,  none  he  herd. 

TIkmi  Una  <^:u\  to  aski-,  if  oii;^lit  lie  knew 

Or  hoard  altnxid  of  that  hrr  Champion  trew, 

That  ill  liis  aniioiir  hare  a  croslct '  rc<h 

"  Ay  nic  !  drare  Dainc,"  rjiioth  he,  "  well  may  I  rew 

To  tell  the  sad  sight  wliich  mine  eies  have  red^; 

These  eies  did  see  that  Knii,dit  both  living  and  eke  ded." 
XXXVll. 
That  cniell  word  her  tender  hart  so  thrild, 
Tliat  suddein  cold  did  ronne  through  every  vaine, 
And  stony  horrour  all  her  sences  fild 
With  dying  fitt,  that  downc  she  fell  for  painc. 
Tlie  Knight  her  lightly  reared  up  againe, 
And  comforted  with  curteous  kind  reliefe  : 
Then,  wonne  from  death,  she  bad  him  tellen  plaine 
The  further  processe  of  her  hidden  griefe  : 

The  lesser  pangs  can  beare,  who  hath  endur'd  tlie  chief. 
XXXVIIl. 
Then  gan  the  Pilgiim  thus  ;  "  I  chaunst  this  day, 
This  fatall  day,  that  shall  I  ever  rew, 
To  see  two  Knights,  in  tra\'ell  on  my  way, 
(A  sory  sight,)  ari'aung'd  in  batteill  new, 
Both  breathing  vengeaunce,  both  of  wTathfull  hew : 
My  feareful  flesh  did  tremble  at  their  strife. 
To  see  their  blades  so  greedily  imbrew. 
That,  dronke  widi  blood,  yet  tliristed  ^  after  hfe  : 

What  more  ?  the  Redcrosse  Knight  was  slain  with  Pa}-nim 
knife." 

'   Croslet,  small  cross.        "  Red,  perceived.         '  Thristed,  thirsted. 


XXXVII.  8.  —  Tlie  further  processe  of  her  hidden  griefe.']    A  furtlier 
nccount  of  that  which  called  forth  licr  hidden  ^rief 
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XXXIX. 

"  Ah  !  dearest  Lord,"  quoth  she,  "  how  might  that  bee,' 
And  he  the  stoutest  Knight,  that  ever  wonne '  ?  " 
"  Ah  !  dearest  Dame,"  quoth  lie,  "  how  might  I  see 
The  thing,  that  might  not  be,  and  yet  was  donne  ? " 
"  Where  is,"  said  Satyrane,  "  that  Paynims  sonne. 
That  him  of  hfe,  and  us  of  ioy,  hath  refte  ? " 
"  Not  far  away,"  quoth  he,  "  he  hence  doth  wonne, 
Foreby  ^  a  fountaine,  where  I  late  him  left  [cleft." 

Washing  his  bloody  wounds,  that  through  the  Steele  were 

XL. 
Therewith  the  Knight  then  mai'ched  forth  in  hast. 
Whiles  Una,  with  huge  heavinesse  opprest, 
Could  not  for  sorrow  follow  him  so  fast ; 
And  soone  he  came,  as  he  the  place  had  ghest, 
Whereas  that  Pagan  proud  hiinselfe  did  rest 
In  secret  shadow  by  a  fountaine  side ; 
Even  he  it  was,  that  earst^  would  have  supprest 
Faire  Una ;  whom  when  Satyrane  espide. 

With  foule  reprochfuU  words  he  boldly  him  defide ; 

XLl. 
And  said  ;  "  Arise,  thou  cursed  miscreaunt. 
That  hast  with  knightlesse  guile,  and  trechcrous  train, 
Faire  knighthood  fowly  shamed,  and  doest  vaunt 
That  good  Knight  of  the  Redcrosse  to  have  slain  : 
Arise,  and  with  like  treason  now  maintain 
Thy  guilty  wrong,  or  els  thee  guilty  yield." 
The  Sarazin,  this  hearing,  rose  amain, 

'   Wonne,  lived.  ^  Forclnj,  n(\ar  to.  ••  K<trft,  before. 


XL.  5. —  That  Pa  Iran  proud. 1     Tliis  was  Sansloy,  from  whom  Una 
had  been  rescued  by  the  Satyrs.    Ante,  stanza  VIU. 
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And,  catching  up  in  liasl  his  three-square  sliield 
And  shinin;^  hchn(rt,  soone  him  hucklcd  to  tlie  field  ; 

XLII. 

And,  drawing  nigh  liiin,  said  ;  "  Ah  !  ini.sbom  Elfe, 

In  evill  houre  thy  foes  thee  hither  sent 

Anothers  wrongs  to  wreak  upon  thy  selfe : 

Yet  ill  thou  blamest  me,  for  having  blent  * 

My  name  with  guile  and  tniiterous  intent : 

That  Redcrosse  Knight,  perdie,^  I  never  slew ; 

But  had  he  beene,  where  earst  his  amies  were  lent, 

Th'  Enchaunter  vaine  his  errour  should  not  rew : 
But  tliou  his  errour  shalt,  I  hope,  now  proven  trew." 
XLIII. 

Therewith  they  gan,  both  furious  and  fell, 

To  tliunder  blowes,  and  fiersly  to  assaile 

Each  other,  bent  his  enimy  to  quell ; 

That  with  their  force  they  perst  both  plate  and  maile, 

And  made  wide  furrowes  in  their  fleshes  fraile. 

That  it  would  pitty  any  living  eie : 

Large  floods  of  blood  adowne  their  sides  did  rails  ^ ; 

But  floods  of  blood  could  not  them  satisfie : 
Bodi  hongred  after  death ;  both  chose  to  win,  or  die. 
XLIV. 

So  long  they  fight,  and  full  revenge  pursue, 

That,  fainting,  each  themselves  to  breathen  lett ; 

And,  ofte  refireshed,  battell  oft  renue. 

As  when  two  bores,  with  rancling  mahce  mett, 

'  Blent,  stained.  2  Perdic,  in  truth.  ^  Raile,  flow. 


XLII.  7.  —  But  had  he  heme,  &c.]  But  had  he  been  in  the  place  of 
Archiinago,  (see canto  III.  stanzas  XXXVII.,  XXX VIII.,)  he,  and  not 
the  Enchanter,  should  have  suffered  tor  it.  "  His, "  in  the  eighth  and 
ninth  line,  means  the  Enchanter's. 
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Their  gory  sides  fresh  bleeding  fiercely  frett ;  ^ 
Til  breatlilesse  both  themselves  aside  retire, 
Where,  foming  wrath,  their  cruell  tuskes  they  whett, 
And  trample  th'  earth,  the  whiles  they  may  respire ; 

Then  backe  to  fight  againe,  new  breathed  and  entire. 

XLV. 
So  fiei'sly,  when  these  Knights  had  breathed  once, 
They  gan  to  fight  retoume  ;  increasing  more 
Their  puissant  force,  and  cmell  rage  attonce. 
With  heaped  strokes  more  hugely  then  ^  before  ; 
That  with  their  di-ery  wounds,  and  bloody  gore, 
They  both  deformed,  scarsely  could  bee  Icnown. 
By  this,  sad  Una  fraught  with  anguish  sore. 
Led  with  their  noise  which  through  the  air  was  throAvn, 

Aniv'd,  wher  they  in  erth  their  firuitles  blood  had  sown. 
XLVI. 
Whom  all  so  soone  as  that  proud  Sarazin 
Espide,  he  gan  revive  the  memory 
Of  his  lend  lusts,  and  late  attempted  sin  ; 
And  lefte  the  doubtfuU  battel  hastily. 
To  catch  her,  newly  offred  to  his  eie : 
But  Satyrane,  with  strokes  him  turning,  staid, 
And  stemely  bad  him  odier  business  plie 
Then  hunt  the  steps  of  pure  unspotted  jNIaid  : 

Wherewith  he  al  enrag'd  these  bitter  speaches  said  ; 
XLVII. 
"  O  foolish  Faeries  sonne,  what  fury  mad 
Hath  thee  incenst  to  hast  thy  dolefull  fate  ? 
Were  it  not  better  I  that  Lady  had 
Then  that  thou  hadst  repented  it  too  late  ? 
Most  scncelesse  man  he,  that  himselfe  doth  hate 

>  Frctt,  tear.  «  Tlicn,  than. 

12* 
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To  love  another :  Ijo  tlioii,  for  thine  ayd, 
Here  take  thy  lovers  token  on  thy  pate." 
So  they  to  flight ;  the  wliiles  the  royall  ISIayd 

Fledd  farre  away,  of  that  proud  Payniin  sore  afrayd. 
XLVIII. 
But  that  false  Pilgrim,  whieh  that  leasing  '  told. 
Being  in  deed  old  Arclmnage,  did  stay 
In  secret  shadow  all  this  to  behold  ; 
And  much  reioyced  in  tlieir  bloody  fray  : 
But,  when  he  saw  the  Damsell  passe  away, 
He  left  his  stond,  and  her  pursewd  apace, 
In  hope  to  bring  her  to  her  last  decay .^ 
But  for  to  tell  her  lamentable  cace. 

And  eke  this  battels  end,  will  need  another  place.* 

'  Leasing^  falsehood.  *  Last  Jecaij,  final  destruction. 

XLVIII.  9.  —  .Ind  eke  this  battels  cnd/l  The  poet  never  redeems  the 
promise  here  made  to  tell  us  the  issue  of  this  battle.  Sir  Satyrane  re- 
appears in  the  third  book,  canto  VII. 

*  In  Una's  residence  with  the  Satyrs,  the  poet  may  give  us  to  under- 
stand that  Truth,  in  a  corrupt  age,  may  be  found  hidden  among  a  rural 
population,  and  in  "  huts  where  poor  men  lie ;"  and  in  Sir  Satyrane,  to 
personily  the  restoring  energy  which  resides  in  the  heart  of  a  virtuous 
people.     The  explanation,  however,  is  suggested,  not  asserted. 
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CANTO   VII. 

The  Redcrosse  Knight  is  captive  made, 
By  Gyaunt  proud  opprest : 

Prince  Arthure  meets  with  Una  great- 
ly with  those  newcs  distrest. 

I. 

What  man  so  wise,  what  earthly  witt  so  ware,' 
As  to  discry  the  crafty  cunning  traine, 
By  which  Deceipt  doth  maske  in  visour  fau'e, 
And  cast  her  coulours  died  deepe  in  graine, 
To  seeme  Uke  Truth  whose  shape  she  well  can  faine, 
And  fitting  gestures  to  her  purpose  frame, 
The  guiltlesse  man  with  <njile  to  entertaine  ? 
Great  maistresse  of  her  art  was  that  false  Dame, 
The  false  Duessa,  cloked  with  Fidessaes  name. 
II. 
Who  when,  returning  from  the  drery  Night, 
She  found  not  in  that  perilous  tlous  of  Pryde, 
Where  she  had  left,  the  noble  Redcrosse  Knight, 
Her  hoped  pray  ;  she  would  no  lenger  byiie, 
But  forth  she  went  to  seeke  him  far  and  wide. 
Ere  long  she  fownd,  whereas  he  wearie  sate 
To  rest  him  selfe,  foreby  -  a  fountaine  syde, 

'   Ware,  cautious.  '  Foreby,  near. 


1.1. —  What  man,  &c.]  The  narrative  now  returns  to  the  Rod- 
cross  Knight,  wlio  had  escaped  from  the  house  of  Pride,  at  the  end  of 
canto  V. 
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Disanind  ;ill  of  yroii-rotc*!  plate  ; 

And  Ity  his  sido  liis  sti-cd  the  grassy  forage  ate. 

III. 
Hee  feedes  upon  ihi;  crxjling  shade,  and  hayes  ^ 
His  swealie  forehead  in  the  breathing  wynd, 
Which  throLigl)  the  trcinhling  leaves  full  gently  playes, 
When-ill  the  chearefiill  birds  of  sundry  kynd 
Doe  chaunt  sweet  inusick,  to  delight  his  niynd: 
The  Witch  api)roching  gan  him  fayrely  greet, 
And  ^\  ith  reproch  of  cai'elesnes  unkynd 
Upbrayd,  for  leaving  her  in  place  unmeet, 

With  fowle  words  tempring  faire,  soure  gall  with  hony  s^veet. 

IV. 
Unkindnesse  past,  they  gan  of  solace  treat, 
And  bathe  in  pleasaunce  of  the  ioyous  shade, 
Which  shielded  them  against  the  boyling  heat. 
And,  with  gieene  boughes  decking  a  gloomy  glade, 
About  the  fountains  like  a  girlond  made ; 
Whose  bubbling  wave  did  ever  freshly  well, 
Ne  ever  \\'ould  through  fervent  sommer  fade : 
The  sacred  Nymph,  which  therein  wont  to  dwell, 

Was  out  of  Dianes  favor,  as  it  then  befell. 

V. 
The  cause  was  this :  One  day,  when  Phcebe  fayre 
With  all  her  band  was  foUowino;  the  chace. 
This  nymph,  quite  tyr'd  with  heat  of  scorching  ayre 
Satt  downe  to  rest  in  middest  of  the  race : 
The  goddesse  wroth  gan  fowly  her  disgrace,- 
And  badd  the  waters,  which  from  her  did  flow. 
Be  such  as  she  her  selfe  was  then  in  place. 
Thenceforth  her  waters  wexed  dull  and  slow ; 

And  all,  that  drunk  thereof,  did  faint  and  feeble  grow. 

'  Baycs,  bathes.  *  Disgrace,  upbraid. 
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VI. 

Hereof  this  gentle  Knight  unweeting  ^  was  ; 
And,  lying  downe  upon  the  sandie  graile,^ 
Dronke  of  the  streame,  as  cleare  as  christall  glas : 
Eftsoones  ^  his  manly  forces  gan  to  fayle, 
And  mightie  strong  was  turnd  to  feeble  frayle. 
His  chaunged  powres  at  fii'st  themselves  not  felt ; 
Till  crudled  ^  cold  his  corage  gan  assayle, 
And  cheareM  blood  in  fayntnes  chill  did  melt, 

Which,  lilce  a  fever  fit,  through  all  his  bodie  swelt.^ 

VII. 
Yet  goodly  court  he  made  still  to  his  Dame, 
Pourd  out  in  loosnesse  on  the  grassy  grownd, 
Both  careless  of  his  health,  and  of  his  fame : 
Till  at  the  last  he  heard  a  dreadfull  sownd, 
Which  through  the  wood  loud  bellowing  did  rebownd, 
That  all  the  earth  for  teiTor  seemd  to  shake. 
And  trees  did  tremble.     Th'  Elfe,  therewith  astownd. 
Upstarted  lightly  from  his  looser  Make,^ 

And  his  unready  weapons  gan  in  hand  to  take. 

Vlll. 
But  ere  he  could  his  armour  on  him  dight. 
Or  gett  his  shield,  his  monstrous  enimy 
With  sturdie  steps  came  stalking  in  his  sight, 
An  hideous  Geaunt,  horrible  and  hye, 
That  with  his  tallnesse  seemd  to  threat  the  skye  ; 
The  ground  eke  groned  under  him  for  dreed  : 
His  living  like  saw  never  living  eye, 
Ne  durst  behold  ;  his  stature  did  exceed 

The  hight  of  three  the  tallest  sonnes  of  mortall  seed. 

'   Unweeting,  ignorant.  *  Crudled,  congoalfil. 

*  Grailc,  gravel.  *  Swell,  caused  a  sensation  of  taintness. 

^  Eftsoones,  innnediatcly.  "  Make,  companion. 
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IX. 

The  i^rcatfst  Earth  his  iiiifouth  mother  was, 

And  bhistring  TEolus  his  boastud  syre  ; 

Who  with  his  breath,  which  ihrou<j;h  llie  world  doth  pas. 

Her  liollow  womb  did  secretly  inspyre. 

And  fiid  her  hidden  caves  with  stonnie  yre, 

That  she  conceiv'd  ;  and  treblinj^  the  dew  time, 

In  which  the  wombes  of  wemen  do  expyre,' 

Brought  forth  this  monstrous  masse  of  earthly  slymc, 

Puft  up  with  emptie  wynd,  and  fild  with  sinfull  cryme. 

X. 
So  growen  great,  througli  arrogant  delight 
Of  til'  high  descent  whereof  he  was  ybome, 
And  through  presumption  of  his  matchlesse  might, 
All  other  powres  and  knighthood  he  did  scome. 
Such  now  he  marchelh  to  this  man  forlome, 
And  left  to  losse  ;  his  stalking  steps  are  stayde 
Upon  a  snaggy  -  oke,  which  he  had  tome 
Out  of  his  mothei-s  bowelles,  and  it  made 

His  mortall  mace,  \\herewith  his  foemen  he  dismayde. 

XI. 
That,  when  the  Knight  he  spyde,  he  gan  advaunce 
With  huge  force  and  insupportable  mayne,-^ 
And  towardes  him  with  dreadfuU  fury  praunce  ; 
Who  haplesse,  and  eke  hopelesse,  all  in  vaine 
Did  to  him  pace  sad  battaile  to  darrayne,^ 
Disarmd,  disgraste,^  and  inwardly  dismayde ; 
And  eke  so  faint  in  every  ioynt  and  vayne, 
Through  that  fraile  fountain,  which  him  feeble  made, 

That  scarsely  could  he  weeld  his  bootlesse  single  blade. 


'  Eipyre,  bring  forth.  ••  Darraijne,  prepare 

*  Snaggy,  knotted.  *  Dtsgraste,  enfeebled,  or  debauched 

3  Mayne,  strength. 
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XII. 

The  Geaunt  strooke  so  maynly  ^  mercilesse, 
That  could  have  overthrowne  a  stony  towre ; 
And,  were  not  hevenly  grace  that  did  him  blesse, 
He  had  beene  pouldred  ^  all,  as  thin  as  flowre : 
But  he  was  wary  of  that  deadly  stowre,^ 
And  lightly  lept  from  underneath  the  blow  : 
Yet  so  exceeding  was  the  villems  powre, 
That  with  the  winde  it  did  him  overthrow, 

And  all  his  sences  stoond,  that  still  he  lay  full  low. 
XIII. 
As  when  that  divelish  yron  engin,  wrought 
In  deepest  hell,  and  framd  by  Furies  skill, 
With  windy  nitre  and  quick  sulphur  fraught, 
And  ramd  with  boUet  rownd,  ordaind  to  kill, 
Conceiveth  fyre  ;  the  heavens  it  doth  fill 
With  thundring  noyse,  and  all  the  ayre  doth  choke. 
That  none  can  breath,  nor  see,  nor  heare  at  will, 
Through  smouldry  cloud  of  duslcish  stincking  smoke ; 

That  th'  only  breath  him  daunts,  who  hath  escapt  the  .stroke. 
XIV. 
So  daunted  when  the  Geaunt  saw  the  Knight, 
His  heavie  hand  he  heaved  up  on  hye, 
And  him  to  dust  thought  to  have  battrcd  quight, 
Untill  Duessa  loud  to  him  gan  crye ; 
"  O  great  Orgoglio,  greatest  under  skye, 

*  Maynly,  strongly.      *  Pouldred,  beaten  to  powder.      ^  Stoicre,  peril. 


XII.  8.  —  It  did  him  overthroio.']  The  knight,  a  prey  to  tlie  seduc- 
tions of  Falsehood,  and  enervated  by  draughts  from  the  fountain  of  Self- 
indulgence,  becomes  an  easy  conquest  to  his  adversary. 

XIV.  5. —  Orgoglio.]  Orgoglio  is  an  Italian  word,  meiuiing  Pride, 
or  Jirrosance. 
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O  !  hold  tliy  iiiortall  liiiiid  for  Laiiics  sake  ; 
Hold  for  my  sake,  and  doc  liini  not  to  dye, 
But  vaiKiuisht  tliiiie  rtcriiall  l)oii(lslav<;  make, 

And  me,  thy  worthy  meed,  unto  thy  lenian  take." 

XV. 
He  hearkned,  and  did  stay  from  further  liarmes, 
To  gayne  so  goodly  guerdon  as  she  spake : 
So  \villingly  she  came  into  his  armes, 
Who  her  as  willingly  to  grace  did  take, 
And  was  possessed  of  his  newfound  Make.^ 
Then  up  he  tooke  the  slombred  sencelesse  corse  ; 
And,  ere  he  could  out  of  his  swowne  awake, 
Him  to  his  castle  brought  \\  ith  hastie  forse, 

And  in  a  dongeon  deepe  him  threw  without  remorse. 

XVI. 
From  that  day  forth  Duessa  was  his  deare, 
And  highly  honourd  in  his  haughtie  eye: 
He  gave  her  gold  and  purple  pall  to  weare, 
And  triple  crowne  'set  on  her  head  full  bye, 
And  her  endowd  with  royall  maiestye : 
Then,  for  to  make  her  dreaded  more  of  men, 
And  peoples  hartes  with  awfull  terror  tye,^ 
A  monstrous  Beast  ybredd  in  filthy  fen 

He  chose,  which  be  bad  kept  long  time  in  darksome  den. 

'  Make,  companion.  '  Tije,  subdue. 


XV.  4. —  To  grace  did  take.^     Received  her  into  favor. 

XVI.  1.  —  From  that  day  forth,  Sec]  This  description  of  Duessa 
and  of  the  "monstrous  Beast"  is  evidently  suggested  by  the  scarlet 
woman  and  the  seven-headed  dragon,  in  the  Apocalypse ;  and  from 
this  circumstance  and  the  triple  crown  the  poet  is  supposed  to  typify 
the  Romish  church,  and  by  the  captivity  of  the  knight,  the  subjection 
of  the  Christian  church  to  the  dominion  of  the  pope. 
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XVII. 

Such  one  it  was,  as  that  renowmed  snake 
Which  great  Alcides  in  Stretnona  slew, 
Long  fostred  in  the  fikh  of  Lema  lake : 
Whose  many  heades  out-budding  ever  new 
Did  breed  him  endlesse  labor  to  subdew. 
But  this  same  Monster  much  more  ugly  was ; 
For  seven  great  heads  out  of  his  body  grew, 
An  yron  brest,  and  back  of  scaly  bras, 

And  all  embrewd  in  blood  his  eyes  did  shbe  as  glas. 
XVIII. 
His  tayle  was  stretched  out  in  wondrous  length, 
That  to  the  hous  of  hevenly  gods  it  raught  ^ ; 
And  with  extorted  powre,  and  borrow'd  strength. 
The  everburning  lamps  from  thence  it  braught. 
And  prowdly  threw  to  ground,  as  things  of  naught ; 
And  underneath  his  filthy  feet  did  tread 
The  sacred  thinges,  and  holy  heastes  foretaught. 
Upon  this  dreadfuU  Beast  with  sevenfold  head 

He  sett  the  false  Duessa,  for  more  aw  and  dread. 
XIX. 
The  wofuU  Dwarfe,  which  saw  his  Maisters  fall, 
(Whiles  he  had  keeping  of  his  grasing  steed,) 
And  valiant  Knight  become  a  caytive  ~  thndl ; 

'  Raught,  reached.  *  Caytive,  captive. 


XVII.  2.  —  Stremona.']  Stremona  is  probably  Thrace,  from  the  river 
Strymon,  separating  tliat  country  from  Macedonia ;  but  Lerna  was  in 
Argolis.  There  are  frequent  mistakes  of  tliis  kind,  arising,  probablj', 
from  the  fact  that  the  poet  wrote  where  he  had  not  access  to  books  of 
reference. 

X  VIII.  7.  —  Ifohj  hraslcs  forctavgltt.']      The   divine    precepts   pre- 
viously taught  and  reverenced. 
VOL.  1.  13 
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When  all  was  past,  tookc  up  his  r.rlonu;  weed'  ; 
His  iiiijL;lilie  aniunir,  missing  most  at  need  ; 
His  silver  shield,  now  idle,  maislerlesse  ; 
His  poynant^  speare,  that  many  made  to  bleed ; 
The  rueful  nioniincnts  of  heavinesse  ; 

And  with  them  all  departes,  to  tell  his  great  distresse. 

XX. 
He  had  not  travaild  long,  when  on  the  way 
He  wofull  Ijady,  wofull  Una,  met 
Fast  flying  from  that  Paynims  greedy  pray, 
Whilest  Satyrane  him  from  pursuit  did  let-*: 
Who  when  her  eyes  she  on  the  Dw-arf  had  set, 
And  saw  the  signes  that  deadly  tydinges  spake, 
She  fell  to  ground  for  sorrowfull  regret, 
And  lively  breath  her  sad  brest  did  forsake  ; 

Yet  might  her  pitteous  hart  be  seen  to  pant  and  quake. 

XXI. 
The  messenger  of  so  unhappie  newes 
Would  fliine  have  dyde ;  dead  was  his  hart  within  : 
Yet  outwardly  some  little  comfort  shewes  : 
At  last,  recovering  hart,  he  does  begin 
To  mb  her  temples,  and  to  chaufe  her  chin,'' 
And  everie  tender  part  does  tosse  and  tunie  : 

•  Forlorne  icecd,  abandoned  arms.   '  ^  Let,  hinder. 

'^  PoijTiant,  piercing.  *  Chin,  face. 


XIX.  5.  —  Missing  most  at  need.]  Which  he  had  been  wilhout  when 
he  had  most  needed  it.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Orgoglio"s  attack 
was  so  sudden  that  the  knight  had  no  time  to  put  on  his  armor,  which 
the  fountain  and  the  shade  had  tempted  him  to  take  off. 

XX.  3. —  That  Paynims,  «fcc.]  Sansloy.  Una  had  fled  while  he 
and  Sir  Satyrane  were  fighting,  at  the  close  of  canto  VI. 
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So  hardly  he  the  flitted  hfe  does  win 
Unto  her  native  prison  to  retoume. 

Then  gins  her  grieved  ghost  ^  thus  to  lament  and  moume : 
XXII. 
"  Ye  dreary  instruments  of  dolefuU  sight, 
That  doe  this  deadly  spectacle  behold, 
Why  doe  ye  lenger  feed  on  loathed  light, 
Or  liking  find  to  gaze  on  earthly  mould, 
Sith  2  cruell  fates  the  carefuU  threds  unfould. 
The  which  my  life  and  love  together  tyde  ? 
Now  let  the  stony  dart  of  sencelesse  Cold 
Perce  to  my  hart,  and  pas  through  everie  side  ; 

And  let  eternall  night  so  sad  sight  fro  me  hyde. 
XXIII. 
"  O  lightsome  Day,  the  lampe  of  highest  love. 
First  made  by  him  mens  wandring  wayes  to  guyde, 
When  darknesse  he  in  deepest  dongeon  drove ; 
Henceforth  thy  hated  face  for  ever  hyde, 
And  shut  up  heavens  windowes  shyning  \\yde : 
For  earthly  sight  can  nought  but  sorrow  breed, 
And  late  repentance,  which  shall  long  abyde. 
Mine  eyes  no  more  on  vanitle  shall  feed. 

But,  seeled  up  witli  death,  shall  have  their  deadly  meed." 
XXIV. 
Then  downe  againe  she  fell  unto  the  ground  ; 
But  he  her  quickly  reared  up  againe  : 
Thrise  did  she  sinke  adowne  in  deadly  swownd. 
And  thrise  he  her  reviv'd  with  busie  paine. 
At  last  when  Life  recover'd  had  the  raine,^ 
And  over-wrestled  his  strong  Enimy, 
Willi  foltring  long,  and  trembling  everie  vaine, 

'   Ghost,  spirit.  *  Sith,  since. 

'  Raine,  reins  or  mastery. 
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"Tell  on,"  qiiolli  she,  "  tho  wofull  tragedy, 
Tin.'  wliicli  llii'se  reliques  sad  present  nrito  tnine  eye  : 
XXV 
"Tempestuous  Fortune  hath  spf-nt  all  her  spight, 
And  tlinllinif  Sorrow  tlirowne  his  utmost  dart : 
Thy  sad  tong  cannot  tell  more  heavy  plight 
Then '  that  I  feelc,  and  harhour  in  mine  hart : 
Who  hath  endur'd  the  whole,  can  htare  ech  part. 
If  death  it  he,  it  is  not  the  fn-st  wound, 
That  launched  hath  my  brest  with  bleeding  smart. 
Begin,  and  end  the  bitter  balefull  stound^  ; 
If  lesse  then  '  that  I  feare,  more  favour  I  have  found." 
XXVI. 
Then  gan  the  Dwarfe  the  whole  discourse  declare ; 
The  subtile  traincs  of  Archimago  old  ; 
The  wanton  loves  of  false  Fidessa  favTe, 
Bought  with  the  blood  of  vanquisht  Paynim  bold ; 
The  wretched  payre  transformd  to  treen  mould  ; 
The  House  of  Pryde,  and  perilles  round  about ; 
The  combat,  which  he  with  Sansioy  did  hould  ; 
The  lucklesse  conflict  witli  the  Gyaunt  stout, 
Wherein  captiv'd,  of  life  or  death  he  stood  in  doubt. 
XXVII. 
She  heard  with  patience  all  unto  the  end  ; 
And  strove  to  maister  sorrowfull  assay ,^ 
Which  gi-eater  grew,  the  more  she  did  contend, 
And  almost  rent  her  tender  hart  in  tway  ; 
And  love  fresh  coles  unto  her  fire  did  lay : 
For  greater  love,  the  greater  is  the  losse. 
Was  never  Lady  loved  dearer  day 

'   TTien,  than.  '^  Stound,  sorrow.  '  .^ssaij,  emotion. 


XXWll.  7.  — Day.]    Drty  here  seems  to  be  superfluous.   Themeanmg 
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Then  she  did  love  the  Knight  of  the  Redcrosse  ; 

For  whose  deare  sake  so  many  troubles  her  did  tosse. 
XXVIII. 
At  last  when  fervent  sorrow  slaked  was, 
She  up  arose,  resolving  him  to  find 
Alive  or  dead  ;  and  forward  forth  doth  pas, 
All  as  the  Dwarfe  the  way  to  her  assynd  ^ : 
And  evemiore,  in  constant  carefuU  mind. 
She  fedd  her  wound  with  fresh  renewed  bale  ^  : 
Long  tost  with  stonnes,  and  bet  with  bitter  wind, 
High  over  hills,  and  lowe  adowne  the  dale, 

She  wandi'ed  many  a  wood,  and  measurd  many  a  vale. 
XXIX. 
At  last  she  chaunced  by  good  hap  to  meet 
A  goodly  Knight,  faire  marching  by  the  way, 
Together  with  his  Squyre,  arrayed  meet : 
His  glitterand  armour  shined  far  away. 
Like  glauncing  light  of  Phoebus  brightest  ray ; 
From  top  to  toe  no  place  appeared  bare, 
That  deadly  dint  of  Steele  endanger  may  : 
Athwart  his  brest  a  bauldrick  brave  he  ware. 

That  shind,  like  twinkling  stai-s,  with  stones  most  pretious 
rare : 

*  Assynd,  pointed  out.  '  Bale,  sorrow. 


is,  "  No  lady  ever  loved  any  one  more  dearly  than  she  the  knight," 

XXIX.  2.  —  A  goodly  Knight.]  This  is  Prince  Arthur,  in  whose 
faultless  excellence  Spenser  is  supposed  to  have  represented  his  illus- 
trious friend,  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  whose  beautiful  character  and  splen- 
did accomplishments  kindled  a  warmth  of  admiration  amontj  his  con- 
temporaries, of  which  we  find  it  dillicult  to  conceive  in  our  colder  and 
more  prosaic  age. 

13* 
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XXX. 

And,  ill  till'  iiiid-i  tlHicof,  one  prclioiis  stone 
or  wcjiidrous  worth,  and  eke  (jf  wondrous  mights, 
Sliapt  like  a  Ladies  hcafi,  cxcei.'dini;  slionc, 
Like  Hesperus  einongst  the  lesser  liglits, 
And  strove  for  to  amaze  the  weaker  si;,dits : 
Thereby  his  mortall  blade  full  comely  hong 
In  yvory  sheath,  ycarv'd  with  curious  slights,' 
Whose  hilts  were  burnisht  gold  ;  and  handle  strong 

Of  mother  pcrlc ;  and  ])ur'kled  with  a  golden  tong. 
XXXl. 
His  haughtie  helmet,  horrid  all  w  ith  gold. 
Both  glorious  brightnesse  and  great  terrour  bredd : 
For  all  the  crest  a  dragon  did  enfold 
With  greedie  pawes,  and  over  all  did  spredd 
His  golden  winges  ;  his  dreadfull  hideous  hedd. 
Close  couched  on  the  bever,  seemd  to  throw 
From  flaming  mouth  bright  sparckles  fiery  redd, 
That  suddeine  hoiTOur  to  faint  hartes  did  show  ; 

And  scaly  tayle  was  stretcht  adowne  his  back  full  low. 
XXXII. 
Upon  the  top  of  all  his  loftie  crest, 
A  bounch  of  heares  discolourd  diversly. 
With  sprincled  pearle  and  gold  full  richly  drest, 
Did  shake,  and  seemd  to  daunce  for  ioUity ; 
Like  to  an  almond  tree  yniounted  hye 
On  top  of  greene  Selinis  all  alone, 

1  Slights,  devices. 


XXXII.  6.  —  Greene  Selmis.']  Selinis  is  evidently  the  name  of  some 
hill  or  mountain,  which  I  do  not  find  in  any  book  of  refexence  within 
reach.  Upton,  strangely  enough,  supposes  it  to  be  Sclinus,  a  city  in 
Cilicia,  to  which  he  applies  an  epithet,  "  Palmosa,"  applied  bj-  Virgil 
to  another  city  of  the  same  name  in  Sicily.     Afler  this  double  blunder, 


C.    VII.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  151 

With  blossoms  brave  bedecked  daintily  ; 
Whose  tender  locks  do  tremble  every  one 

At  everie  httle  breath,  that  under  heaven  is  blo^vne. 
XXXIII. 
His  warlike  shield  all  closely  cover'd  was, 
Ne  might  of  mortall  eye  be  ever  scene  ; 
Not  made  of  Steele,  nor  of  enduring  bras, 
(Such  earthly  mettals  soon  consumed  beene,) 
But  all  of  diamond  perfect  pure  and  cleene 
It  framed  was,  one  massy  entire  mould, 
Hew'n  out  of  adamant  rocke  with  engines  keene, 
That  point  of  speare  it  never  percen  could, 

Ne  dint  of  du-efull  sword  divide  the  substance  would. 
XXXIV. 
The  same  to  wight  he  never  wont  disclose, 
But  when  as  monsters  huge  he  would  dismay. 
Or  daunt  unequall  armies  of  his  foes. 
Or  when  the  flying  heavens  he  would  affray : 
For  so  exceeding  shone  his  glistring  ray, 
That  Phoebus  golden  face  it  did  attaint,^ 
As  when  a  cloud  his  beames  doth  over-lay ; 
And  silver  Cynthia  wexed  pale  and  faynt. 

As  when  her  face  is  staynd  with  magicke  arts  constraint. 
XXXV. 
No  magicke  arts  hereof  had  any  might, 
Nor  bloody  wordes  of  bold  Enchaunters  call ; 

'  Attaint,  obscure. 


he  remarks,  with  amusing  simphcity,  "  Tlie  similo  of  the  almond-tree 
is  e.xceodiiiir  eleirant,  and  much  after  tlie  cast  of  tliat  admired  image  in 
Homer,"  (Sec.     Todd  copies  the  whole  witliout  comment. 

XXXIV.  1.  —  To  wight.']  Wight  is  here  used  in  the  sense  of  a  sin- 
ifle  human  beingr.  The  shield  was  covered  with  a  veil,  and  was  not 
disclosed  unless  he  was  contending  with  a  monster,  or  with  numerous 
enemies  at  once. 
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But  all  llial  was  not  such  as  scrmd  in  si<flit 
Beforo  that  sliicld  did  fade,  and  suddeinc;  fall : 
And,  when  liirn  list  tluj  raskall  routes  '  appall, 
Men  into  stones  therewith  he  could  tnmsniew,* 
And  stones  to  dust,  and  dust  to  nou^^ht  at  all ; 
And,  when  him  list  the  pioudf.-r  Icxjkes  suhdew. 

He  would  lliein  j^azing  hlind,  or  turne  to  other  hew. 
XXXVI. 
Ne  let  it  seemc  that  credence  this  exceedes  ; 
For  he,  that  made  the  same,  was  knowne  right  well 
To  have  done  much  more  admirable  deedes  : 
It  Merlin  was,  which  whylome  did  excell 
All  living  wightes  in  might  of  magicke  spell : 
Both  shield,  and  sword,  and  armour  all  he  wrought 
For  this  young  Piince,  when  first  to  armes  he  fell ' ; 
But,  when  he  dyde,  the  Faery  Queene  it  brought 

To  Faerie  lond  ;  where  yet  it  may  be  scene,  if  sought. 
XXXVII. 
A  gentle  youth,  his  dearcly  loved  Squire, 
His  spcare  of  heben  ^  w^ood  behind  him  bare, 
Whose  harmeful  head,  thrise  heated  in  the  fire, 
Had  riven  many  a  brest  with  pikehead  square  ; 
A  goodly  pereon ;  and  could  menage  faire 
His  stubbome  steed  with  curbed  canon  bitt,^ 
Who  under  him  did  trample  as  the  aire. 
And  chauft,^  that  any  on  his  backe  should  sitt ; 

The  yron  rowels  "^  into  liothy  fome  he  bitt. 

'  Raskall  routes,  the  low  rabble.  •  Transmetp,  transform. 

^  Fell,  applied  himself.  *  Hebcn,  ebony. 

•  Canon  bitt,  that  part  of  the  bit  which  is  put  into  the  horse's  mouth. 
8  Chat/ft,  chafed.  '  Roicels,  bits 


XXXVI.  4.  —  Merlin.]     Merlin   was   a   renowned   magician,  cele- 
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XXXVIII. 

Whenas  this  Knight  nigh  to  the  Lady  drew, 
With  lovely  court  he  gan  her  entertaine  ; 
But,  when  he  heard  her  aunswers  loth,  he  knew 
Some  secret  sorrow  did  her  heart  distraine  : 
Which  to  allay,  and  calme  her  storming  paine, 
Faire  feeling  words  he  wisely  gan  display, 
And,  for  her  humor  fitting  purpose  faine, 
To  tempt  the  cause  it  selfe  for  to  bewray ; 

Wherewith  enmovd,  these  bleeding  words  she  gan  to  say ; 
XXXIX. 
"  What  worlds  delight,  or  ioy  of  living  speach, 
Can  hart,  so  plungd  in  sea  of  sorrowes  deep, 
And  heaped  with  so  huge  misfortunes,  reach  ? 
The  carefull  ^  Cold  beginneth  for  to  creep, 
And  in  my  heart  his  yron  aiTow  steep, 
Soone  as  I  thinke  upon  my  bitter  bale.^ 
Such  helplesse  harmes  yts  ^  better  hidden  keep, 
Then  rip  up  griefe,  where  it  may  not  availe  ; 

My  last  left  comfort  is  my  woes  to  weepe  and  waile." 

XL. 
'•  Ah  Lady  deare,"  quoth  then  the  gentle  Knight, 
"  Well  may  I  ween  your  griefe  is  wondrous  great ; 
For  wondrous  great  griefe  groncth  in  my  spright, 
Whiles  thus  I  heare  you  of  your  sorrowes  treat. 
But,  woefull  Lady,  let  me  you  intrete 
For  to  unfold  the  anguish  of  your  hart  : 

'   Carefull,  painful.  *  Bale,  sorrow.  '    Yts,  it  is. 


brated    in    the    romances   of  chivalry,   and   often    mentioned    in    tiic 
Faerie  Quocno. 

XXX  VIII.  7.  —  For  her  humor  Jilting  purpose  J'ainc. J     Adapting  his 
conversation  to  lier  state  of  mind. 
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Mishaps  arc  inaistrcd  hy  atUice  discrete, 
And  coiiiisdl  miri^^ates  llie  <;rfal(,'>t  smart  ; 

Found  novcr  licij),  who  never  would  his  hurts  impart." 

XLI. 
"  O  !  but,"  quoth  she,  "  great  griefe  will  not  he  touid, 
And  can  more  easily  be  ihou^dit  then  said." 
"  Riglit  so,"  quoth  he ;  "  but  he,  that  never  would. 
Could  never  :  w  ill  to  might  gives  greatest  aid." 
"  But  ^qiffe,"  quoth  she,  "  does  great(;r  grow  dlsplaid, 
If  then  it  find  not  helpe,  and  breeds  despaire." 
"  Despaire  breeds  not,"  quoth  he,  "  where  faith  is  staid." 
"No  faith  so  last,"  quoth  she,  "but  flesh  does  paire.'  " 

"  Flesh  may  empaire,"  quoth  he,  "  but  reason  can  repaixe." 
XLII. 
His  goodly  reason,  and  well-guided  speach, 
So  deepe  did  settle  in  her  gracious  thought, 
That  her  perswaded  to  disclose  the  breach 
Which  love  and  fortune  in  her  heart  had  ^v^ought ; 
And  said  ;  "  Faire  sir,  I  hope  good  hap  hath  brought 
You  to  inquere  the  secrets  of  my  griefe ; 
Or  that  your  wisdome  will  direct  my  thought; 
Or  that  your  prowesse  can  me  yield  reliefe ; 

Then  hear  the  story  sad,  which  1  shall  tell  you  briefe. 
XLIII. 
"  The  forlorne  Maiden,  whom  your  eies  have  scene 
The  laughing  stocke  of  Fortunes  mockeries, 
Am  th'  onely  daughter  of  a  king  and  queene, 
Whose  parents  deare  (whiles  equal  destinies 
Did  ronne  about,  and  their  felicities 

'  Paire,  impair. 


XLI.  9.  —  Reason  can  repaire]     This   keen  encounter  of  wits   13 
hardly  consistent  with  Una's  heavy  affliction. 
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The  favourable  heavens  did  not  envy,) 

Did  spred  their  rule  through  all  the  territories, 

Which  Phison  and  Euphrates  floweth  by, 

And  Gehons  golden  waves  doe  wash  continually : 
XLIV. 
"  Till  that  their  cruell  cursed  enemy, 
An  huge  great  Dragon,  horrible  in  sight. 
Bred  in  the  loathly  lakes  of  Tartary, 
With  nmrdi'ous  ravine,  and  devouring  might, 
Their  kingdome  spoild,  and  countrey  wasted  quight : 
Themselves,  for  feare  into  his  iawes  to  fall. 
He  forst  to  castle  strong  to  take  their  flight ; 
Where,  fast  embard  ^  in  mighty  brasen  wall. 

He  has  them  now  fowr  years  besiegd  to  make  them  thrall. 
XLV. 
"  Full  many  Knights,  adventurous  and  stout, 
Have  enterpriz'd  that  ]\Ionster  to  subdew : 
From  eveiy  coast,  that  heaven  walks  about,^ 
Have  thither  come  the  noble  martial  crew. 
That  famous  harde  atchievements  still  pursew  ; 
Yet  never  any  could  that  girlond  win, 
But  all  still  shronke  ;  and  still  he  greater  grew  : 
All  they  for  want  of  faith,  or  guilt  of  sin, 

The  pittcous  pray  of  his  fiers  cmelty  have  bui. 

XLVI.  « 

"  At  last,  yled  with  far  reported  praise, 
Which  llying  fame  throughout  the  world  had  spred, 

'  Embard,  imprisoned.  *   Walks  about,  surrounds 


XLIIl.  8.  —  Wiicli  Phison,  &c.]  Phison,  Gihon,  and  Eupliriitrs 
are  the  names  of  three  of  the  four  rivers  of  Paradise,  mentioned  in  tjie 
second  chapter  of  the  book  of  Genesis. 

XLIV.  3. —  Tartanj.]  By  Tartary  is  meant,  not  tlio  countrj'  of  that 
name,  but  Tartarus,  or  liell. 
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Of  (l<)u;flity  KnigliLs,  whom  Fary  laiul  did  raise, 
That  ii(jl)Ie  order  hight  ^  of  Maideiihcd, 
Forthwith  to  court  of  Gloriaiic  1  sped, 
Of  Gloriane,  great  queene  of  glory  bright, 
Whose  kingdomes  seat  CleojwlLs  is  red  ^ ; 
There  to  obtaine  some  such  redoubted  Knighl, 
That  parents  deare  from  tyrants  powre  dehver  might. 

XLVII. 
"  Yt  was  my  chaunce  (my  chaunce  was  fairc  a  id  good) 
There  for  to  find  a  fresh  unproved  ^  Knight  ; 
Whose  manly  hands  imbrewd  m  guilty  blood 
Had  never  beene,  ne  ever  by  his  might 
Had  throwne  to  ground  the  unregarded  right : 
Yet  of  his  prowesse  proofs  he  since  hath  made 
(I  witnes  am)  in  many  a  cruell  fight ; 
The  groning  ghosts  of  many  one  dlsmaide 
Have  felt  the  bitter  dint ''  of  his  avenging  blade. 

XLVIII. 
"  And  ye,  the  forlome  reliques  of  his  powre, 
His  biting  sword,  and  his  devouring  speare, 
Which  have  endured  many  a  dreadfuU  stowre,^ 
Can  speake  his  prowesse,  that  did  earst  ^  you  beare. 
And  well  could  rule ;  now  he  hath  left  you  heare 
To  be  the  record  of  his  ruefull  losse. 
And  tf  my  dolefull  disaventurous "  deare  ^  : 

»  Hight,  called.  *  Slmcre,  peril. 

s  Red,  called.  *  Earst,  before. 

3  [77!^rarc<Z,  untried  in  battle.  ''  Disatcnturoi/s,  unhappy. 

*  Dint,  stroke.  *  Deare,  misfortune. 


XLVI.  7.  —  Cleopolis.']  ''  Cleopolis,  in  the  moral  allegory,  is  the 
city  of  Glory ;  in  the  historical,  the  city  of  Queen  Elizabeth."  —  Upton. 

XLVIII.  1.  —  -^nd  ye,  &^.]  The  arms  of  the  knight  were  in  the 
keepincr  of  the  dwarf,  and  Una  turns  and  addresses  herself  to  them. 
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O  heavie  record  of  the  good  Redcrosse., 

Where  have  yee  left  your  lord,  that  could  so  well  you  tosse? 
XLIX. 
"  Well  hoped  I,  and  faire  beginnings  had, 
That  he  my  captive  languor  should  redeerae : 
Till  all  unweeting  ^  an  Enchaunter  bad 
His  sence  abusd,  and  made  him  to  misdeerae 
My  loyalty,  not  such  as  it  did  seeme. 
That  rather  death  desire  then  such  despight. 
Be  iudge,  ye  heavens,  that  all  things  right  esteeme, 
How  I  him  lov'd,  and  love  with  all  my  might ! 

So  thought  I  eke  of  him,  and  think  I  thought  aright. 

L. 
"  Thenceforth  me  desolate  he  quite  forsooke, 
To  wander,  where  wilde  Fortune  would  me  lead, 
And  other  bywaies  he  himselfe  betooke. 
Where  never  foote  of  living  wight  did  tread. 
That  brought  not  backe  the  balefull  body  dead  ; 
In  which  him  chaunced  false  Duessa  meete, 
Mine  onely  foe,~  mine  onely  deadly  dread  ; 
Who  with  her  witchcraft,  and  misseeming  ^  sweete, 

Inveigled  him  to  follow  her  desires  unmeete. 

LI. 
"  At  last,  by  subtile  sleights  she  him  betraid 
Unto  his  foe,  a  Gyaunt  huge  and  tall ; 
Who  him  disanned,  dissolute,  dismaid, 
Unwares  surprised,  and  with  mighty  mall '' 
The  monster  mercilesse  him  made  to  fall, 

'   Umcecting,  unknowing.  '  Misseeming,  deception. 

'  Mine  onely  foe,  my  greatest  foe.  *  Mall,  blow. 


XLIX.  4.  — His  sence  abusd,  «&c.]      Una  had  learned  those  Ihincrs 
from  tlio  dwarf.     Sec  stanza  XXVI. 
VOL.  I.  14 


158  TUK    FAKIUK    qiKKNE.  B.  L 

Whose  fall  (lid  never  foe  jjcfon'  hcliold  : 

And  now  in  (hukcsonie  dtni'^crMi,  wn-tf-ln-d  llirall, 

Kcnicdilesse,  for  uie  lie  dolli  liini  hold  : 
This  is  my  cause  of  griefe,  more  great  ilnii '  may  be  lold." 

LII. 

Ere  she  had  ended  all,  she  gan  to  faint : 

But  he  her  comforted,  and  faire  hcspakc  ; 

"  Certes,  Madame,  ye  have  great  cause  of  plaint, 

That  stoutest  heart,  I  weenc,  could  cause  to  (juakc. 

But  be  of  cheare,  and  comfort  to  you  take ; 

For,  till  I  have  acquit,^  your  captive  Knight, 

Assure  your  sclfe,  I  will  you  not  forsake." 

His  cheai-efuU  words  reviv'd  her  chearelesse  spright : 
So  forth  they  went,  the  Dwarfe  them  guiding  ever  right. 

*  Then,  than.  '  Acquit,  released. 
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CANTO  VIII. 

Faire  Virgin,  to  redeeme  her  deare, 

Brings  Artliure  to  the  fight: 
Who  slayes  the  Gyaunt,  wounds  the  Beast, 

And  strips  Duessa  quight. 

I. 

Ay  me,  how  many  perils  doe  enfold 

The  righteous  man,  to  make  him  dally  fall. 

Were  not  that  heavenly  grace  doth  him  uphold, 

And  stedfast  Tmth  acquite  ^  him  out  of  all  1 

Her  love  is  fimie,  her  care  continuall, 

So  oft  as  he,  through  his  own  foolish  pride 

Or  weaknes,  is  to  sinfuU  bands  made  thrall  : 

Els  should  this  Redcrosse  Knight  in  bands  have  dyde, 

For  whose  deliverance  she  this  Prince  doth  thether  guyd. 

II. 
They  sadly  traveild  thus,  untill  they  came 
Nigh  to  a  castle  builded  strong  and  hye : 
Then  crj'de  the  Dwaife,  "  Lo !  yonder  is  the  same, 
In  which  my  Lord,  my  Liege,  doth  lucklesse  ly 
Thrall  to  that  Gyaunts  hatefull  tyranny  : 
Therefore,  deare  sir,  your  mightie  powrcs  assay." 
The  noble  Knight  alighted  by  and  by 
From  loftie  steed,  and  badd  the  Ladie  stay, 

To  see  what  end  of  fight  should  him  befall  that  day. 

•  Requite,  deliver. 
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III. 

So  with  his  Squire,  th'  admin^r  of  his  mii^lit. 
He  marched  forth  lowardes  that  castle  wall ; 
Whose  gatt«5  he  fownd  fast  shutt,  ne  living  wight 
To  warde  '  the  same,  nor  answere  commers  call. 
Then  looke  tint  Scjuire  an  home  of  bugle  small, 
Which  hong  adowne  his  side  in  twisted  gold 
And  tasselles  gay  ;  wyde  wonders  over  all 
Of  that  same  homes  great  vertues  w'cren  told, 

Wliich  had  approved  bene  in  uses  manifold. 

IV. 
Was  never  wnght  that  heard  that  shrilling  sownd. 
But  trembling  feare  did  feel  in  every  vaine : 
Three  miles  it  might  be  easy  heard  arownd. 
And  ecchoes  three  aunswer'd  it  selfe  againe  : 
No  faulse  enchauntment,  nor  deceiptfull  traine, 
Might  once  abide  the  teiTor  of  that  blast, 
But  presently  was  void  and  wholly  vaine : 
No  gate  so  strong,  no  locke  so  firme  and  fast. 

But  with  that  percing  noise  flew  open  quite,  or  brast.^ 

V. 
The  same  before  the  Geaunts  gate  he  blew, 
That  all  the  casde  quaked  from  the  grownd. 
And  every  dore  of  free-will  open  flew. 
The  Gyaunt  selfe  dismaied  wuth  that  sownd, 
Where  he  with  his  Duessa  dalliaunce  fownd, 
In  hast  came  mshing  forth  from  inner  bowre. 
With  staring  countenance  steme,  as  one  astownd, 
And  staggering  steps,  to  weet  ^  what  suddein  sto\\Te  * 

Had  wrought  that  horror  strange,   and  dar'd  his   dreaded 
powre. 

»    Warde,  guard.  '   JVeet,  learn. 

2  Brast,  burst.  *  SUncre,  danger. 
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VI. 

And  after  him  the  proud  Duessa  came, 
High  mounted  on  her  many-headed  Beast ; 
And  every  head  with  fyrie  tongue  did  flame, 
And  every  head  was  crowned  on  his  creast,^ 
And  bloody  mouthed  with  late  cruell  feast, 
That  when  the  Knight  beheld,  his  mightie  shild 
Upon  his  manly  anne  he  soone  addrest, 
And  at  him  fiersly  flew,  with  corage  fild, 

And  eger  greedinesse  through  every  member  thrild. 

VII. 
Therewith  the  Gyaunt  buckled  him  to  fight, 
Inflamd  with  scomefuU  wrath  and  high  disdaine. 
And  lifting  up  his  dreadful!  club  on  hight, 
All  armd  with  ragged  snubbes  and  knottie  grain  e, 
Him  thought  at  first  encounter  to  have  slaine. 
But  wise  and  wary  was  that  noble  Pere ; 
And,  lightly  leaping  from  so  monstrous  maine,- 
Did  fayre  avoide  the  violence  him  nere  ; 

It  booted  nought  to  thinke  such  thunderbolts  to  bears ; 
VIII. 
Ne  shame  he  thought  to  shonne  so  hideous  might : 
The  ydle  stroke,  enforcing  furious  way. 
Missing  the  murkc  of  his  misaymed  sight, 
Did  fall  to  ground,  and  with  his  heavy  sway 
So  deopely  dinted  in  die  driven  clay, 
That  three  yardes  deepe  a  furrow  up  did  throw : 
The  sad  earth,  wounded  with  so  sore  assay. 
Did  gronc  full  grievous  underneath  the  blow  ; 

And,  trembling  with  strange  feare,  did  like  an  crthquake  show. 

^   Crcust,  crest.  *  Maine,  blow. 


VII.  0.  —  It  hooted  novght,  &c.]     It  was  useless  to  think  or  nUornpt 
to  sublaiu  so  heavy  a  blow. 

14* 
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IX. 

As  when  almij^htic  love,  in  wralhfull  mood, 
To  wreake  the  j^aiill  of  inortall  siiw  Is  hcnt, 
Hurlcs  forth  Ills  thundrin;^'  dart  with  deadly  food,^ 
Enrold  in  flanxis,  and  sinoiildrinj^  dreriment,* 
Throui^h  riven  rlondt's  and  nioU<!n  finnarnent  ; 
The  Tiers  threefurk(,'d  engin,  making  way, 
Both  loftie  towres  and  highest  trees  hath  rent, 
And  all  that  might  his  angry  passage  stay  ; 

And,  shooting  in  the  earth,  castes  up  a  mount  of  clay. 
X. 
His  boystrous  club,  so  buried  in  tlie  grownd, 
He  could  not  rearen  up  againe  so  light, 
But  that  the  Knight  him  at  advantage  fownd  ; 
And,  whiles  he  strove  his  combred  clubbe  to  quight  ^ 
Out  of  the  earth,  with  blade  all  burning  bright 
He  smott  off  his  left  ai'iiie,  which  like  a  block 
Did  fall  to  ground,  depriv'd  of  native  might ; 
Large  streames  of  blood  out  of  the  tmncked  stock 

Forth  gushed,  like  fresh-water  streame  fiom  riven  rocke. 
XI. 
Dismayed  with  so  desperate  deadly  wound, 
And  eke  impatient  of  unwonted  payne, 
He  lowdly  brayd  with  beastly  yelling  soNVTid, 
That  all  the  fieldes  rebellowed  againe : 
As  great  a  noyse,  as  when  in  Cymbrian  plaine 
An  heard  of  bulles,  whom  kindly  ^  rage  doth  sting. 
Doe  for  the  milky  mothers  want  complaine. 
And  fill  the  fieldes  with  troublous  bellowuig : 

The  neighbor  woods  arro\vnd  \\'ith  hollow  murmur  ring. 


*  Food,  vengeance.  ^  Quight,  disengage. 

*  Drerimcnt,  terror.  *  Kindly,  according  to  nature. 
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XII. 

That  when  his  deare  Duessa  heard,  and  saw 
The  evil  stowTid  ^  diat  daungerd  her  estate, 
Unto  his  aide  she  hastily  did  draw 
Her  dreadful!  Beast ;  who,  swolne  with  blood  of  late, 
Came  ramping  forth  with  proud  presumpteous  gate,     > 
And  threatned  all  his  heades  like  flaming  brandes. 
But  him  the  Squire  made  quickly  to  retrate, 
Encountring  fiers  with  single  sword  in  hand  ; 

And  twixt  him  and  his  Lord  did  like  a  bulwarke  stand. 

XIII. 
The  proud  Duessa,  full  of  wrathfull  spight 
And  fiers  disdaine,  to  be  affronted  -  so, 
Enforst  her  purple  Beast  with  all  her  might, 
That  stop  out  of  the  way  to  overthroe, 
Scorning  the  let  ^  of  so  unequall  foe : 
But  nathemore  "*  would  that  corageous  Swayne 
To  her  yeeld  passage,  gainst  his  Lord  to  goe  ; 
But  with  outrageous  strokes  did  him  restraine, 

And  with  his  body  bard  the  way  atwixt  them  twaine. 

XIV. 
Then  tooke  the  angrie  Witch  her  golden  cup, 
Whi'^h  still  she  bore,  replete  with  magick  artes  ;  . 
Death  and  despeyre  did  many  thereof  sup, 
And  secret  poyson  through  their  inner  partes  ; 
Th'  etei'nall  bale  ^  of  heavie  wounded  harts : 
Which,  after  channes  and  some  enchauntmcnts  said, 

'  Stoirnd,  misfortune.  *  KatliUmore,  not  tlie  more. 

*  Jljfrontcd,  encountered.  *  Bale,  misery. 

'  Let,  hinderance. 


XIV.  1.  —  Her  golden  cup.]     "  Having  a  golden  cup  in  her  hands, 
full  of  abominations."  —  Rev.  xvii.  4. 
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She  lij^htly  sprinkled  on  liis  weaker  j)arte.s  : 
Therewith  liis  slurdie  roragc  soon  was  qiiayd/ 

And  all  his  sences  were  with  snddein  firead  dismayd. 

XV. 
So  downe  he  fell  before  the  cruell  Beast, 
Who  on  his  neck  his  hhxjfly  clawos  did  seize, 
That  life  nigh  cmsht  out  of  his  panting  brest : 
No  powrc  he  had  to  stirre,  nor  will  to  rize. 
That  when  the  careful!  Knight  gan  well  aviso, 
He  lightly  left  the  foe  with  whom  he  fought, 
And  to  the  ]3east  gan  turne  his  enterprise ; 
For  wondrous  anguish  in  his  hart  it  wrought, 

To  see  his  loved  Squyre  into  such  thraldom  brought ; 

XVI. 
And,  high  advauncing  his  blood-thirstie  blade, 
Stroke  one  of  those  deformed  heades  so  sore, 
That  of  his  puissaunce  proud  ensample  made ; 
His  monstrous  scalpe  down  to  his  teeth  it  tore, 
And  that  misfonned  shape  misshaped  more : 
A  sea  of  blood  gusht  from  the  gaping  Avownd, 
That  her  gay  garments  staynd  with  filthy  gore. 
And  overflowed  all  the  field  aro\\'nd  ; 

That  over  shoes  in  blood  he  w'aded  on  the  grownd. 
XVII. 
Thereat  he  rored  for  exceeding  paine, 
That,  to  have  heard,  great  horror  would  have  bred  ; 
And  scourging  th'  emptie  ayre  with  his  long  trayne, 
Tlirough  great  impatience  of  his  grieved  hed. 
His  gorgeous  ryder  from  her  loftie  sted  ^ 

>  Quayd,  subdued.  *  Sted,  place. 


XVI.  2.  —  Stroke  one,  «&c.]     "  And  1  saw  one  of  his  heads,  as  it 
were,  wounded  to  death."  —  Rev.  xiii.  3. 
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Would  have  cast  downe,  and  trodd  in  duity  myre, 
Had  not  the  Gyaunt  soone  her  succoured  ; 
Who,  all  enrag'd  with  smart  and  frantick  yre, 

Came  hurding  ^  in  full  fiers,^  and  forst  the  Knight  ret}Te. 
XVIII. 
The  force,  which  wont  in  two  to  be  dlsperst, 
In  one  alone  left  hand  he  now  unites. 
Which  is    through   rage   more   strong   than   both  were 

erst^; 
With  which  his  hideous  club  aloft  he  dites,"* 
And  at  his  foe  with  iurious  rigor  smites, 
That  strongest  oake  might  seeme  to  overthrow : 
The  stroke  upon  his  shield  so  heavie  lites, 
That  to  the  ground  it  doubleth  him  fldl  low :  — 

Wliat  mortall  wight  could  ever  beare  so  monstrous  blow  ? 

XIX. 
And  in  his  fall  his  shield,  that  covered  was, 
Did  loose  his  vele  by  chaunce,  and  open  flew ; 
The  light  whereof,  that  hevens  light  did  pas, 
Such  blazing  brightnesse  through  the  ayer  threw, 
That  eye  mote  not  the  same  endure  to  vew. 
Which  when  the  Gyaunt  spyde  w  ith  staring  eye. 
He  doune  let  fall  his  arme,  and  soft  withdrew 
His  weapon  huge,  that  heaved  was  on  hye 

VoY  to  liave  slain  the  ]Man,  that  on  the  ground  did  lye. 

XX. 
And  eke  the  fruitfull-headed  Beast,  amazd 
At  flashing  beames  of  that  sunshiny  shield, 

'  Hurtling,  rushing.  ^  Erst,  before. 

*  Fiers,  fury.  *  Ditcs,  raises. 


XVIII.  2. —  One  alone  left  hand.]     Left  is  here  a  participle.     The 
jiant  lias  onr  sini'le  hand  h-ll. 
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Became  stark  blind,  and  all  his  sences  dazd/ 
That  downc  he  tiinibli'd  on  the  durtie  fu-ld, 
And  seoind  hiiiiselfu  as  conquered  to  yield. 
Whom  wiien  iiis  Maistresse  proud  perceiv'd  to  fall, 
Whiles  yet  his  feeble  feet  for  faintnesse  rceld, 
Unto  the  Gyaunt  lowdly  she  gan  call ; 

''O  !  helpe,  Orgogiio;  helpe,  or  els  we  perish  all." 

XXI. 
At  lier  so  piltcous  cry  was  much  amoov'd 
Her  ciiauipion  stout ;  and,  for  to  ayde  his  frend, 
Againe  his  wonted  angry  weapon  proov'd,^ 
But  all  in  vaine ;  for  he  has  redd  his  end 
In  that  bright  shield,  and  all  their  forces  spend 
Themselves  in  vaine :  for,  since  that  glauncing  sight, 
He  hath  no  powre  to  hurt,  nor  to  defend. 
As  where  th'  Almighties  lightning  brond  does  liglit, 

It  dimmes  the  dazed '  eyen,  and  daunts  the  sences  quight. 

XXII. 
Whom  when  the  Prince,  to  batteill  new  addrest 
And  threatning  high  his  drcadfull  stroke,  did  see, 
His  sparkling  blade  about  his  head  he  blest,^ 
And  smote  off  quite  his  left  leg  by  the  knee, 
That  downe  he  tombled  ;  as  an  aged  tree, 
High  growing  on  the  top  of  rocky  clift, 
Whose  hart-strings  with  keene  Steele  nigh  hewen  be  ; 
The  niightie  trunck  halfe  rent  with  ragged  rift 

Doth  roll  adowne  the  rocks,  and  fall  ^^■ith  feai^efull  drift. 
XXIII. 
Or  as  a  castle,  reared  high  and  round, 
By  subtile  engins  and  maiitious  slight 

'  Dazd,  dazzled.         '  Proov'd,  tried  ^  fZe^f,  brandished. 


XXI.  5.  —  Their  forces.]     "  Their  "  should  be  "  his." 
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Is  undermined  from  the  lowest  ground, 
And  her  foundation  forst,  and  feebled  quight, 
At  last  downe  falles ;  and  with  her  heaped  hight 
Her  hastie  mine  does  more  heavie  make, 
And  yields  it  selfe  unto  the  victoure  might : 
Such  was  this  Gyaunts  fall,  that  seemd  to  shake 

The  stedfast  globe  of  earth,  as  ^  it  for  feare  did  quake. 
XXIV. 
The  Knight  then,  lightly  leaping  to  the  pray, 
With  mortall  Steele  him  smot  againe  so  sore 
That  headlesse  his  unweldy  bodie  lay, 
All  wallowd  in  his  owne  fowle  bloody  gore, 
Which  flowed  from  his  wounds  in  wondrous  store. 
But,  soone  as  breath  out  of  his  brest  did  pas. 
That  huge  great  body,  which  the  Gyaunt  bore. 
Was  vanisht  quite  ;  and  of  that  monstrous  mas 

Was  nothing  left,  but  like  an  emptie  blader  was. 
XXV. 
Whose  grievous  fall  when  false  Duessa  spyde, 
Her  golden  cup  she  cast  unto  the  ground, 
And  crowned  mitre  rudely  threw  asyde  ; 
Such  percing  griefe  her  stubbome  hart  did  wound, 
That  she  could  not  endure  that  dolefuU  stound  -  ; 
But,  leaving  all  behind  her,  fled  away : 
The  light-foot  Squyre  her  quickly  turnd  around, 
And,  by  hard  mcancs  enforcing  her  to  stay, 
So  brought  unto  his  Lord,  as  his  deserved  pray. 

XXVI. 
The  roiall  Virgin  which  beheld  from  farre. 
In  pensive  pliglit  and  sad  perplexitie, 

'  Jls,  as  if.  *  Stound,  afllicu'on. 
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The  wliole  atchipvemcnt  of  tliis  doubtfull  warre, 
Came  nmning  fast  to  greet  his  victorie, 
With  sober  gladnesse  and  myld  inodeslie  ; 
And,  with  sweet  ioyous  cheare,  him  thus  bespake  ; 
"Fayre  braimcli  of  noblesse,  flowre  of  chevalrie, 
That  with  your  worth  the  world  amazed  make. 

How  shall  I  (jiiite  '  the  paynes,  ye  sufier  for  my  sake  ? 
XXVII. 
"  And  you,  fresh  budd  of  vertue  springing  fast, 
Whom  these  sad  eyes  saw  nigh  unto  deaths  dore, 
What  hath  poor  Virgin  for  such  perill  past 
Wherewith  you  to  reward  ?     Accept  therefore 
My  simple  selfe,  and  service  evermore. 
And  he  that  high  does  sit,  and  all  things  see 
With  equall  eye,  their  merites  to  restore, 
Behold  what  ye  this  day  have  done  for  mee  ; 

And,  what  I  cannot  quite,  requite  with  usuree  ! 
XXVIII. 
"  But  sith  ^  the  heavens,  and  your  fiiire  handeling,"* 
Have  made  you  master  of  the  field  this  day ; 
Your  fortune  maister  eke  with  governing, 
And,  well  begonne,  end  all  so  well,  I  pray ! 
Ne  let  that  wicked  Woman  scape  aw^ay ; 
For  she  it  is,  that  did  my  Lord  bethrall, 
My  dearest  Lord,  and  deepe  in  dongeon  lay ; 
Where  he  his  better  dayes  hath  wasted  all : 
O  heare,  how  piteous  he  to  you  for  ayd  does  call ! " 

'  Quite,  requite.  *  SUh,  since.  ^  Handeling,  conduct 


XXVII.  1.  —  .^nd  you,  &c.]     She  addresses  herself  to  the  squire. 

XXVIII.  3.  —  Your  fortune,  &«.]      Complete   with  good  conduct 
your  fortune,  or  the  task  allotted  to  you. 
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XXIX. 

Forthwith  he  gave  in  chai'ge  unto  his  SqujTe, 

That  scarlet  Whore  to  keepen  carefully  ; 

Whyles  he  himselfe  with  greedie  great  desyre 

Into  the  castle  entred  forcibly, 

Where  living  creature  none  he  did  espye  : 

Then  gan  he  lowdly  through  the  house  to  call ; 

But  no  man  car'd  to  answere  to  his  crye : 

There  raignd  a  solemne  silence  over  all ; 
Nor  voice  was  heard,  nor  wight  was  scene  in  bowre  or  hall ! 
XXX. 

At  last,  with  creeping  crooked  pace  forth  came 

An  old  old  man,  with  beard  as  white  as  snow  ; 

That  on  a  stafFe  his  feeble  steps  did  frame,^ 

And  guyde  his  wearie  gate  both  too  and  fro ; 

For  his  eye  sight  him  fayled  long  ygo : 

And  on  his  anne  a  bounch  of  keyes  he  bore, 

The  which  unused  rust  did  overgrow  : 

Those  were  the  keycs  of  every  inner  dore ; 
But  he  could  not  them  use,  but  kept  them  still  in  store. 
XXXI. 

But  very  uncouth  sight  was  to  behold, 

How  he  did  fashion  his  untoward  pace ; 

For  as  he  forw  ard  moov'd  his  footing  old. 

So  backward  still  was  turnd  his  wrincled  face : 

Unlike  to  men,  who  ever,  as  they  trace. 

Both  feet  and  face  one  way  are  wont  to  lead. 

This  was  the  auncient  Keeper  of  that  place, 

'  Frame,  lean. 


XXX.  7. —  Unused  rust.]     Rust  from  being  unused. 
VOL.    I.  15 
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And  foster  father  of  llie  (iyaunt  dead  ; 

His  name  I^^naro  did  liLs  nature  riiilit  aread.' 
XXXH. 
ills  reverend  hearcs  and  holy  gravilee 
The  Knight  much  honord,  as  beseemed  well ; 
And  gently  askt,  where  all  the  people  bee, 
Which  in  that  stately  building  wont  to  dwell : 
^Vho  answerd  him  full  soft,  He  could  not  tell. 
Again  he  askt,  where  tliat  same  Knight  was  layd, 
Whom  great  Orgoglio  with  his  puissaunce  fell 
Had  made  his  caytive  tlirall :  Againe  he  sayde, 

He  could  not  tell;  ne  ever  other  answere  made. 
XXXIIl. 
Then  asked  he,  which  way  he  in  might  pas : 
He  could  not  tell,  againe  he  answered. 
Thereat  the  courteous  Knight  displeased  was, 
And  said ;  Old  syre,  it  seemes  thou  hast  not  red  ^ 
How  ill  it  sits  with  that  same  silver  hed, 
In  vaine  to  mocke,  or  mockt  in  vaine  to  bee : 
But  if  thou  be,  as  thou  art  pourtrahed 
With  Natures  pen,  in  ages  grave  degi-ee, 

A  read  ^  in  graver  wise  what  I  demaund  of  thee." 
XXXIV. 
His  answere  likewise  was,  He  could  not  tell. 
Whose  senceless  speach,  and  doted  ignorance, 
AVhenas  the  noble  Piince  had  marked  well. 
He  ghest  his  nature  by  his  countenance ; 

'  .iread,  declare.  -  Bed,  learned. 


XXXI.  9.  — His  name  Jgnaro.]     That  is,  Ignorance,  a  proper  door- 
keeper in  the  strong-hold  of  a  false  religion  and  a  corrupt  liierarcliy. 
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And  calm'd  his  wrath  with  goodly  temperance. 

Then,  to  him  stepping,  from  his  arme  did  reache 

Those  keyes,  and  made  himselfe  free  enterance. 

Each  dore  he  opened  without  any  breach  : 
There  was  no  barre  to  stop,  nor  foe  him  to  empeach.^ 
XXXV. 

There  all  within  full  rich  arayd  he  found, 

With   royall  aiTas,  and  resplendent  gold, 

And  did  with  store  of  every  thing  abound, 

That  greatest  princes  presence  might  behold. 

But  all  the  floore  (too  filthy  to  be  told) 

With  blood  of  guildesse  babes,  and  innocents  trew. 

Which  there  were  slaine,  as  sheepe  out  of  the  fold, 

Defiled  was  ;  that  dreadfull  was  to  vew  ; 
And  sacred  ~  ashes  over  it  was  strowed  new. 
XXXVI. 

And  there  beside  of  marble  stone  was  built 

An  altare,  carv'd  with  cunning  ymagery  ; 

On  which  trew  Christians  blood  was  often  spilt, 

And  holy  martyres  often  doen  to  dye. 

With  cmell  malice  and  strong  tyranny  : 

Whose  blessed  sprites,  fi-om  underneath  the  stone, 

To  God  for  vengeance  cryde  continually ; 

And  with  great  griefe  were  often  heard  to  grone  ; 
That  hardest  heart  would  bleede  to  hear  their  piteous  mono. 

'  Empeach,  hinder.  '  Sncrrd,  cursed. 


XXXV.  G.  —  IVilh  blood,  «&c.]  Spenser  has  been  supposed  by  some 
to  allude  liere  to  the  persecutions  of  the  Protestants  under  Quern 
Mary. 

XXXVI.  2. — Jin  altare,  &c.]  "  I  saw  under  the  altar  the  souls  of 
f.heni  that  were  slain  for  the  word  of  God."  —  Rr.v.  vi.  D. 


172  TIIK    lAFlllIK    (ILKKNK.  D.   I. 

XXXVII. 

Through  every  rowme  he  sought,  and  evcrie  bowr; 

But  no  wlierc  could  he  find  that  \v(jfiill  Thrall. 

At  last  he  caine  unto  an  yron  doore, 

That  fast  was  lockt ;  but  key  found  not  at  all 

Emongst  that  bounch  to  open  it  withall  ; 

But  in  the  same  a  little  grate  was  pight,' 

Tlirougli  which  he  sent  his  voyce,  and  lowd  did  call 

With  all  his  powre,  to  weet^  if  living  wight 

Were  housed  therewithin,  whom  he  enlari^cn  might. 
XXXVIII. 
Therewith  an  hollow,  dreary,  murmuring  voyce 
These  pitteous  plaintes  and  dolours  did  resound  ; 
''  O  !  who  is  that,  which  bringes  me  happy  choyce 
Of  death,  that  here  lye  dying  every  stound,^ 
Yet  live  perforce  in  balefuU  darknesse  bound  ? 
For  now  three  mooncs  have  changed  thrice  their  hew, 
And  have  been  thrice  hid  underneath  the  ground. 
Since  I  the  heavens  chearefull  face  did  vew : 

O  welcome,  thou,  that  doest  of  death  bring  ty dings  trew  !  " 
XXXIX. 
Which  when  that  Champion  heard,  with  percing  point 
Of  pitty  deare  his  hart  was  thrilled  sore  ; 
And  trembling  hoiTour  ran  through  every  ioynt, 
For  ruth  of  gentle  Knight  so  fowle  forlore '' : 
Which  shaking  off,  he  rent  that  yron  dore 
With  furious  force  and  indignation  fell  ; 
Where  entred  in,  his  foot  could  find  no  flore, 

'  Fight,  placed.  ^  Stound,  moment. 

*  IVeet,  learn.  *  Forlore,  forlorn. 


XXXVII.  2.  —  That  wofuU  TltmU.l     The  Red-cross  Knight 
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But  all  a  deepe  descent,  as  dark  as  hell, 
That  breathed  ever  forth  a  filthie  banefull  smell. 

XL. 
But  neither  darkenesse  fowle,  nor  filthy  bands, 
Nor  noyous  smell,  his  purpose  could  withhold, 
(Entire  affection  hateth  nicer  hands,) 
But  that  with  constant  zele  and  corage  bold, 
After  long  paines  and  labors  manifold, 
He  found  the  meanes  that  Prisoner  up  to  reare ; 
Whose  feeble  thighes,  unable  to  uphold 
His  pined  corse,  him  scarse  to  light  could  beai'e  ; 
A  rueful!  spectacle  of  death  and  ghastly  drere.^ 

XLI. 
His  sad  dull  eies,  deepe  sunck  in  hollow  pits. 
Could  not  endure  th'  unwonted  sunne  to  view ; 
His  bare  thin  cheekes  for  want  of  better  bits,^ 
And  empty  sides  deceived  of  their  dew. 
Could  make  a  stony  hart  his  hap  to  rew  ; 
His  rawbone  armes,  whose  mighty  brawned  bowrs  ^ 
Were  wont  to  rive  Steele  plates,  and  helmets  hew, 
Were  clene  consum'd  ;  and  all  bis  vitall  powres 
Decayd ;  and  al  his  flesh  shronk  up  like  Avithered  flowres. 
XLII. 
Whom  when  his  Lady  saw,  to  him  she  ran 
With  hasty  ioy  :  to  see  him  made  her  glad. 
And  sad  to  view  his  visage  pale  and  wan  ; 

'  Drere,  wretchedness.  ^  Better  hits,  proper  food. 

^  Bowrs,  muscles. 

XL.  3.  —  Entire  affection,  «fec.]  This  beautiful  line  has  become  one 
of  those  commonfilaces  in  literature,  which  a  small  portion  only  of 
those  who  quote  can  trace  to  their  source. 

15* 
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Who  <,;iisl '  ill  flowros  of  freshest  youth  was  clad. 
Tlio,-  when  her  well  of  teares  she  wasted  had, 
She  said  ;  '•  Ah  dean.-sl  Lord  !   what  evil  starre 
On  you  hath  frownd,  and  pourd  his  influence  had, 
Tiial  of  your  s(;lfc  ye  thus  herohbcd  arre, 

And  this  inisseeming  liew  your  manly  lookes  doth  marre  ? 
XLIII. 
"But  welcome  now,  my  Lord,  in  wele  or  woe  ; 
Wiiose  presence  I  have  lackt  too  long  a  day : 
And  fye  on  Fortune  mine  avowed  foe. 
Whose  wrathful!  wreakes  ^  themselves  doe  now  alay ; 
And  for  these  wronges  shall  treble  penaunce  pay 
Of  treble  good  :  Good  growes  of  evils  priefe." 
The  chcarlesse  Man,  whom  sorrow  did  dismay, 
Had  no  delight  to  treaten  of  his  griefe ; 

His  long  endured  famine  needed  more  reliefe. 
XLIV. 
"  Faire  Lady,"  then  said  that  victorious  Knight, 
"  The  thmgs,  that  grievous  were  to  doe,  or  beare, 
Them  to  renew,  1  wote,  breeds  no  delight ; 
Best  musicke  breeds  delight  in  loathing  eare  : 
But  th'  only  good,  that  growes  of  passed  feare, 
Is  to  be  wise,  and  ware  of  like  agein. 
This  daies  ensample  hath  this  lesson  deare 
Deepe  written  in  my  heart  with  yron  pen. 

That  hlisse  may  not  abide  in  state  ofmortall  men. 

•  Earst,  before.  *  Tlio,  then.  '  Wre^ikes,  vengeance. 


XLIII.  6. —  Good  groices  of  evils  priefe.]  Good  grows  out  of  tho 
proof  or  experience  of  evil. 

XLIV.  4.  —  Breeds  delight.']  Warton  proposes  to  substitute  dislike 
for  dcViisht  in  tliis  line. 
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XLV. 

"  Henceforth,  Sir  Knight,  take  to  you  wonted  strength, 

And  raaister  these  mishaps  with  patient  might : 

Loe,  where  your  foe  Ues  stretcht  in  monstrous  length ; 

And  loe,  that  wicked  Woman  in  your  sight, 

The  roote  of  all  your  care  and  wretched  plight. 

Now  in  your  powre,  to  let  her  live,  or  die." 

"  To  doe  her  die,"  quoth  Una,  "  were  despight. 

And  shame  t'  avenge  so  weake  an  enimy ; 

But  spoile  her  of  her  scarlot  robe,  and  let  her  fly." 
XLVI. 
So,  as  she  bad,  that  Witch  they  disaraid, 
And  robd  of  roiall  robes,  and  purple  pall, 
And  ornaments  that  richly  were  displaid  ; 
Ne  spared  they  to  strip  her  naked  all. 
Then,  when  they  had  despoyld  her  tire  and  call,^ 
Such,  as  she  was,  then'  eies  might  her  behold. 
That  her  misshaped  parts  did  them  appall ; 
A  loathly,  wrinckled  hag,  ill  favoured,  old, 

Whose  secret  filth  good  manners  biddeth  not  be  told. 
XLVII. 
Her  crafty  head  was  altogether  bald, 
And,  as  in  hate  of  honorable  eld, 
Was  overgrowne  with  scurfe  and  filthy  scald  ; 
Her  teeth  out  of  her  rotten  gummes  were  feld,'^ 
And  her  sowre  broatli  abhominalily  sniold  ; 
Her  dried  dugs,  lyke  bladders  lacking  wind. 
Hong  downe,  and  filthy  matter  from  them  weld  ; 
Her  wrizlcd  skin,  as  rough  as  maple  rind, 

So  scabby  was,  that  would  have  loathd  all  womankind. 

'    Tt'rc  oHf/ r«//,  aUirc  and  covering  of  the  head.         -  FcW,  fallen. 
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XI-\  111 
Hor  neatlior  parts,  the  sliaiiio  of  all  her  kind, 
My  chaster  Muse  for  shame  doth  l>lush  to  write: 
J3iit  at  lier  roinpe  she  growing;  had  heliiml 
A  luxes  tallo,  with  doii'^  ;dl  fowly  dight : 
And  eke  iier  fcett;  most  monstrous  were  in  sight; 
For  one  of  them  was  like  an  eagles  claw, 
With  "griping  talaunts  armd  to  greedy  fight ; 
The  other  like  a  beares  unevini  paw  : 

More  ugly  shape  yet  never  living  creature  saw. 
XLIX. 
Which  when  tlie  Knights  beheld,  amazd  they  were. 
And  wondred  at  so  fowle  defonned  wight. 
"  Such  then,"  said  Una,  "  as  she  seemeth  here, 
Such  is  the  face  of  Falshood  ;  such  the  sight 
Of  fowle  Duessa,  when  her  borrowed  light 
Is  laid  away,  and  counterfesaunce  ^  knowne." 
Thus  when  they  had  the  Witch  disrobed  quight, 
And  all  her  (ilthie  feature  open  showne, 

They  let  her  goe  at  will,  and  wander  waies  unknowne. 

L. 
Shee,  flying  fast  from  heavens  hated  face, 
And  from  the  world  that  her  discovered  wide, 
Fled  to  the  wastfuU  wildernesse  apace, 
From  living  eies  her  open  shame  to  hide  ; 
And  lurkt  in  rocks  and  caves,  long  unespide. 
But  that  faire  crew  of  Knights,  and  Una  faire, 
Did  in  that  castle  afterwards  abide. 
To  rest  themselves,  and  weary  po^vl•es  repaire  : 

Where  store  they  fownd  of  al,  that  dainty  was  and  rare. 

^  Counterfesaunce,  counterfeiting. 
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CANTO   IX. 

His  loves  and  lignage  Arthure  tells  : 
The  Knights  knitt  friendly  bands : 

Sir  Trevisan  flies  from  Despeyre, 
Whom  Redcros  Knight  withstands. 

I. 

O  !  GOODLY  golden  chayne,  wherewith  yfere  ^ 

The  vertues  linked  are  in  lovely  wize  ; 

And  noble  mindes  of  yore  allyed  were, 

In  brave  poui"suitt  of  chevalrous  emprize, 

That  none  did  others  safety  despize, 

Nor  aid  envy  to  him,  in  need  that  stands ; 

But  friendly  each  did  others  praise  devize, 

How  to  advaunce  with  favourable  hands,  [bands. 

As  this  good  Prince  redeemd  the  Redcrosse  Knight  from 

II. 

Who  when  theii*  powres,  empayrd  through  labor  long, 

With  dew  repast  they  had  recured  ^  well, 

And  that  weake  captive  wight  now  wexed  strong ; 

Them  list  no  lenger  there  at  Icasure  dwell, 

But  forward  fare,  as  their  adventures  fell  : 

But,  ere  they  parted,  Una  faire  besought 

That  straunger  Knight  his  name  and  nation  tell ; 

Least  so  gi-eat  good,  as  he  for  her  had  w lought, 
Should  die  unknown,  and  buried  be  in  thankles  thought. 

*   Yfcre,  together.  *  Renircd,  restored. 
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III. 

"  Fairo  Virgin,"  said  llic  Prince,  "  yee  me  require 

A  lliiiiji;  williout  llic  coinpas  of  uiy  wilt: 

For  bolli  the  lignago,  and  the  certein  sire, 

From  which  I  sprong,  from  mee  are  hidden  yitt. 

For  all  so  soone  as  life  did  me  admitt 

Jnto  this  world,  and  shewed  hevens  light, 

From  mother's  pap  I  taken  was  unfitt, 

And  strciglit  deliver'd  to  a  Fary  Knight, 
To  be  upbrought  m  gentle  thewes  ^  and  martiall  might. 

IV. 

"  Unto  old  Timon  he  me  brought  bylive  ^ ; 

Old  TijTion,  who  in  youthly  yeares  hath  beene 

In  warlike  feates  th'  expertest  man  alive. 

And  is  the  wisest  now  on  earth  I  weene : 

His  dw  elling  is,  low  in  a  valley  greene, 

Under  the  foot  of  Rauran  mossy  bore, 

From  whence  the  river  Dee,  as  silver  cleene. 

His  tombling  billowes  rolls  \\ith  gentle  rore  ; 
There  all  my  dales  he  traind  me  up  m  vertuous  lore. 

V. 

"  Thcther  the  great  magicien  ]Merlin  came. 

As  was  his  use,  ofttimes  to  visitt  mee ; 

For  he  had  charge  my  discipline  to  frame, 

And  tutors  nouriture  to  oversee. 

>   Thcices,  accomplishments.  -  Bylixe,  immcdlalclj'. 


IV.  1. —  UjUo  Old  Timon.']  In  the  romance  of  King  Arthur,  oi 
Morte  d'Arthur,  he  is  represented  as  having  been  taken  from  his  mother 
by  the  direction  of  Merlin,  and  delivered  to  a  knight,  called  Sir  Hec- 
tor, to  be  educated. 

IV.  1.  —  Old  Timon.']  By  the  name  of  his  tutor,  Spenser  expresses 
that  Artliur  was  brought  up  in  the  ways  of  honor. 
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Him  oft  and  oft  I  askt  in  privity, 
Of  what  loines  and  what  Hgnage  I  did  spring. 
Whose  aunswere  bad  me  still  assured  bee, 
That  I  was  sonne  and  heire  unto  a  king. 

As  time  in  her  iust  temi  the  truth  to  light  should  bring." 

VI. 
"  Well  worthy  impe,^  "  said  then  the  Lady  gent,- 
"  And  pupil  fitt  for  such  a  tutors  hand  ! 
But  what  adventure,  or  what  high  intent. 
Hath  brought  you  hether  into  Faiy  land, 
Aread,^  Prince  Arthure,  crowne  of  martiall  band  ?  " 
"  Full  hard  it  is,"  quoth  he,  '•'  to  read  aright 
The  course  of  heavenly  cause,  or  underetand 
The  secret  meaning  of  th'  Etemall  Might, 

That  rules  mens  waies,  and  rules  the  thoughts  of  living  wight. 

VII. 
"  For  whether  He,  through  fatal  deepe  foresight, 
Me  hither  sent,  for  cause  to  me  unghest ; 
Or  that  fresh  bleeding  wound  which  day  and  night 
Whilome  doth  rancle  in  my  riven  brest, 
With  forced  fury  following  his  behest. 
Me  hether  brought  by  wayes  yet  never  found  ; 
You  to  have  helpt  I  hold  myself  yet  blest." 
"  Ah  !  courteous  Knight,"  quoth  she,  "  what  secret  w  t)und 

Could  ever  find  to  grieve  the  gentlest  hart  on  grountl  ?  " 
VIII. 
"  Dcare  Dame,"  quoth  he,  "  you  sleeping  sparkos  awake, 
Which,  troubled  once,  into  huge  flames  will  grow  ; 

'  Impc,  child.         *   Gatl,  accoiiiplishnd.  ^  j],-ciul,  dockrc. 


VI.  5. — Jlread,  Prince  Arthure.']  "  Arflmr  and  Una  liavo  been 
liitlierto  represented  as  entire  stran<rers  to  each  othi^r,  and  it  does  not  ap- 
pear how  Una  became  acquainted  witli  tlie  name  of  this  new  kniijlit." 

W.viiroN. 
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No  ever  will  their  fervent  fury  slake, 

Till  livinf^  rnoysture  into  smoke  do  flow, 

And  wasted  life  doe  lye  in  usIk^  low. 

Yet  silliriis  '  silence  lessencth  not  my  fire, 

But,  told,  it  (lames  ;  and,  hidden,  it  do(;s  glow  ; 

I  will  rcvele  what  ye  so  mueh  desire: 
Ah  !   I>ne,  lay  down  thy  lx)w,  the  whiles  I  may  respyre. 

IX. 

"  It  was  in  freshest  flowre  of  youthly  yeares, 

When  corage  first  does  creepe  in  manly  chest; 

Then  first  that  cole  of  kindly  heat  appeares 

To  kindle  love  in  every  living  brest : 

But  me  had  warnd  old  Timons  wise  behest, 

Those  creeping  flames  by  reason  to  subdew, 

Before  their  rage  grew  to  so  great  unrest. 

As  miserable  lovers  use  to  rew, 
Which  still  wex  old  in  woe,  whiles  woe  stil  wexeth  new. 

X. 

"  That  ydle  name  of  love,  and  lovers  hfe, 

As  losse  of  time,  and  veitues  enimy, 

I  ever  seorn'd,  and  ioyd  to  stirre  up  strife. 

In  middest  of  their  mourn  full  tragedy  ; 

Ay  wont  to  laugh,  when  them  I  heard  to  ciy, 

And  blow  the  fire,  which  them  to  ashes  brent  ^: 

Their  god  himselfe,  grievd  at  my  libertie, 

Shott  many  a  dart  at  me  with  fiers  intent ; 
But  I  them  warded  all  with  wary  government. 

XI. 

"  But  all  in  vaine ;  no  fort  can  be  so  strong, 

Ne  fleshly  brest  can  armed  be  so  sownd, 

But  will  at  last  be  wonne  with  battrie  long, 

Or  unawares  at  disadvantage  fownd  : 

>  SUhens,  since.  ^  Brent,  burnt. 
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Nothing  is  sure  that  growes  on  earthly  grownd. 
And  who  most  trustes  in  arme  of  fleshly  might, 
And  boastes  in  beauties  chaine  not  to  be  bownd, 
Doth  soonest  fall  in  disaventurous  fight, 

And  yeeldeshis  caytive^  neck  to  victours  most  despight. 
XII. 
"  Ensample  make  of  him  your  haplesse  ioy, 
And  of  my  selfe  now  mated,  as  ye  see  ; 
Whose  prouder  vaunt  that  proud  avenging  boy 
Did  soone  pluck  downe,  and  curbd  my  libertee. 
For  on  a  day,  prickt  forth  with  ioUitee 
Of  looser  life  and  heat  of  hardiment,^ 
Raunging  the  forest  wide  on  coureer  free. 
The  fields,  the  floods,  the  heavens,  with  one  consent, 

Did  seeme  to  laugh  on  me,  and  favour  mine  intent. 
XIII. 
"  Forweaiied  ^  widi  my  sportes,  I  did  alight 
From  loftie  steed,  and  down  to  sleepe  me  layd : 
The  verdant  gras  my  couch  did  goodly  dight. 
And  pillow  was  my  helmett  fayre  displayd : 
Whiles  every  sence  the  humour  sweet  embayd,'* 
And  slombring  soft  my  hart  did  steale  away, 
Me  seemed,  by  my  side  a  royall  IMayd 
Her  daintie  limbes  full  softly  down  did  lay ; 

So  fayre  a  creature  yet  saw  never  sunny  day. 
XIV. 
"  Most  goodly  glee  and  lovely  blandishment 
She  to  me  made,  and  badd  me  love  her  dears ; 

'  Caijtivc,  captive.  '  Foncearied,  cxliausted. 

'  Ilardiment,  boldness.  *  Embiiijd,  batlied. 


XII.  1.  —  Ensamplr,  &c.]  Observe,  as  proofs  of  tlie  tnilli  of  what  I 
have  said,  your  own  hapless  lover,  and  inysolf  now  quite  subdued,  us 
3'ou  shall  learn. 
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For  (Icinly  sure  In  r  love  was  to  me  bent, 
As,  wlicii  iust  time  f'X|)irc(l,  slujiild  aj)j)(;arc. 
But,  vvliellicr  drcaint'S  (l(;lu(le,  or  tnie  it  were, 
Was  never  hart  so  ravisht  witli  delight, 
Ne  living  man  like  wordes  did  ever  heare. 
As  she  to  me  delivered  all  that  night ; 

And  at  her  parting  said,  she  Queene  of  Faries  hight.' 

XV. 
"  When  I  awoke,  and  found  her  place  ({(noyd, 
And  nought  but  pressed  gras  where  she  had  lyen, 
I  sorrowed  all  so  much  as  earst  ^  I  ioyd, 
And  washed  all  her  place  with  watry  eyen. 
From  that  day  forth  I  lov'd  that  face  divyne ; 
From  that  day  forth  I  cast  in  care  full  mynd, 
To  seek  her  out  with  labor  and  long  tyne,^ 
And  never  vowd  to  rest  till  her  I  fynd : 

Nvne  monethes  I  seek  in  vain,  yet  ni'U  '  that  vow  unbynd." 

XVI. 
Thus  as  he  spake,  his  visage  wexed  pale. 
And  chaunge  of  hew  great  passion  ^  did  be%vray ; 
Yett  still  he  strove  to  cloke  his  inward  bale,^ 
And  hide  the  smoke  that  did  his  fire  display ; 
Till  gentle  Una  thus  to  him  gan  say  ; 
"  O  happy  Queene  of  Faries,  that  hast  fo\\Tid, 
Mongst  many,  one  that  with  his  prowesse  may 
Defend  thine  honour,  and  thy  foes  confowTid  ! 

True  loves  are  often  so^\Tl,  but  seldom  gi"ow  on  grownd." 

XVII. 
"  Thine,  O  !  then,"  said  the  gentle  Redcrosse  Knight, 
"  Next  to  that  Ladies  love,  shal  be  tlie  place, 

'  Hight,  was  called.  •*  JS'i'U,  I  will  not. 

*  Earst,  before.  ^  Passion,  emotion. 

3  Tijne,  anxiety.  ^  Ba!c,  sorrow. 
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O  fayrest  Virgin,  full  of  heavenly  light, 

Whose  wondrous  faith,  exceeding  earthly  race, 

Was  fii'mest  fixt  in  myne  extremest  case. 

And  you,  my  Lord,  the  patrone  of  my  life, 

Of  that  great  Queene  may  well  gaine  worthie  grace  ; 

For  onely  worthie  you  through  prowes  priefe,^ 

Yf  living  man  mote  worthie  be,  to  be  her  liefe.-  " 
XVIII. 
So  diversly  discoui-sing  of  theu*  loves, 
The  golden  sunne  his  glistring  head  gan  shew, 
And  sad  remembraunce  now  the  Piiiice  amoves  ^ 
With  fresh  desire  his  voyage  to  pursew : 
Als  '*  Una  eamd  ^  her  traveill  to  renew. 
Then  those  two  Knights,  fast  friendship  for  to  bpid. 
And  love  establish  each  to  other  trew. 
Gave  goodly  gifts,  the  signcs  of  gratcfull  mynd. 

And  eke,  as  pledges  finne,  right  hands  together  ioynd. 
XIX. 
Prince  Arthur  gave  a  boxe  of  diamond  sure, 
Embowd  with  gold  **  and  gorgeous  ornament. 
Wherein  were  closd  few  drops  of  liquor  pure. 
Of  wondrous  worth,  and  vertue  excellent. 
That  any  wownd  could  hcale  incontinent.''' 
Which  to  requite,  the  Redcrosse  Knight  him  gave 
A  Booke,  wherein  his  Saveours  Testament 
Was  writt  with  golden  letters  rich  and  brave  ; 

A  worke  of  wondi'ous  grace,  and  hable  soules  to  save. 
XX. 
Thus  beene  they  parted ;  Arthur  on  his  way 

'  Pritfc,  proof.  '  Lirfe,  love.  ^  .Imores,  moves. 

*  Als,  also.  *  Earnd,  yearned. 

'  Embowd  with  gold,  having  an  arched  cover  of  gold. 

'  Inronllnrnt,  ininiediately. 
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To  seeke  liis  love,  and  t!i'  otlur  for  to  fi'^lit 
With  Unaes  foe,  that  all  her  n-aliii<;  did  j)ray. 
But  she,  now  weighing  the  decayed  Jilight 
And  shrunken  synewes  of  her  chosen  Knight, 
Would  not  a  while  her  forwanl  eourse  pursew, 
Ne  bring  him  forth  in  face  of  dreadfull  fight, 
Till  he  recovered  had  his  fonncr  hew : 
For  hull  to  be  yet  weake  and  wearie  well  she  knew. 
XXI. 
So  as  they  travelled,  lo !  they  gan  espy 
An  anned  Knight  towards  them  gallop  fast. 
That  seemed  from  some  feared  foe  to  fly, 
Or  other  griesly  thing,  that  him  aghast.' 
Still,  as  he  fledd,  his  eye  was  backward  cast, 
As  if  his  feare  still  followed  him  behynd  : 
Als  flew  his  steed,  as  he  his  bandes  had  brast,'^ 
And  with  his  winged  heeles  did  tread  the  wynd, 
As  he  had  beene  a  fole  of  Pegasus  his  kynd. 
xxir. 
Nigh  as  he  drew,  tliey  might  perceive  his  head 
To  be  unarmd,  and  curld  uncombed  heares 
Upstaring  stifFe,  dismaid  with  uncouth  di-ead : 
Nor  drop  of  blood  in  all  his  face  appeares, 
Nor  life  in  limbe ;  and,  to  increase  his  feares, 
In  fowle  reproch  of  knighthoodes  fajTC  degree, 
About  his  neck  an  hempen  rope  he  weares, 
That  widi  his  glistring  amies  docs  ill  agree : 
But  he  of  rope,  or  armes,  has  now  no  memoree. 

>  Aghast,  terrified.  *  Brast,  burst. 


XXI.  9.  —  Pegasus  his.]      The  old  form  of  the  possessive  case  - 

Pegasus's. 
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XXIII. 

The  Redcrosse  Knight  toward  him  crossed  fast, 
To  weet  ^  what  mister  wight  ^  was  so  dismayd  : 
There  him  he  fiiides  all  sencelesse  and  aghast, 
That  of  himselfe  he  seemd  to  be  afrayd ; 
Whom  hardly  he  from  flying  forward  stayd, 
Till  he  these  wordes  to  him  deliver  might ; 
"  Sii'  Knight,  aread  ^  who  hath  ye  thus  arayd, 
And  eke  from  whom  make  ye  this  hasty  flight  ? 

For  never  Knight  I  saw  in  such  misseming  ^  plight." 
XXIV. 
He  answerd  nought  at  all ;  but  adding  new 
Feare  to  his  first  amazment,  staring  wyde 
With  stony  eyes  and  haitlesse  hollow  hew, 
Astonisht  stood,  as  one  that  had  aspyde 
Infernall  Furies  with  their  chaines  untyde. 
Him  yett  againe,  and  yett  againe,  bespake 
The  gentle  Knight ;  who  nought  to  him  replyde  ; 
But,  trembling  every  ioynt,  did  inly  quake, 

And  foltring  tongue  at  last  these  words  seemd  forth  to  shake  ; 

XXV. 
"  For  Gods  dears  love,  Sii*  Knight,  doe  me  not  stay ; 
For  loe  !  he  comes,  he  comes  fast  after  mee !  " 
Eft  ^  looking  back  would  faine  have  mnne  away  ; 
But  he  him  forst  to  stay,  and  tellen  free 
The  secrete  cause  of  his  perplexitie  : 
Yet  nathemore  ^'  by  his  bold  hartie  speach 
Could  his  blood-frosen  hart  emboldned  bee. 
But  through  his  boldness  rather  feare  did  reach  ; 

Yett,  forst,  at  last  he  made  through  silence  suddcin  breach : 

'   Wcct,]oaTn.  *  /FAat  mwfcr  Jr/if//*,  what  manner  of  person. 

3  Aread,  declare.  *  Misseming,  unseemly. 

*  Eft,  again.  '  J{atliCmorc,  none  the  more. 

16* 
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XXVI. 

"  And  am  I  now  in  safolic  sure,"  quoth  he, 

*'  From  h'un.  that  would  have  forced  nic  to  dye  ? 

And  is  the  point  of  death  now  tumd  fro  ince, 

That  I  may  tell  this  haplesse  hlstoiy  ? " 

"  Fear  noui^dit,"  quoth  he,  "  no  dauni^er  now  is  nyc. 

"Then  shall  I  you  n.-eount  a  ruefull  cace," 

Said  he,  "  the  which  with  this  unlucky  eye 

I  late  heheld  ;  and,  had  not  <p-eater  grace 

Me  reft  from  it,  had  hene  partaker  of  the  place. 
XXVII. 
"  I  lately  chaunst  (would  I  had  never  chaunst !) 
With  a  fayre  Knight  to  keepen  companee, 
Sir  Terwin  liight,  that  well  hiinselfe  advaunst 
In  all  affayres,  and  was  hoth  bold  and  free  ; 
But  not  so  happy  as  mote  happy  bee  : 
He  lov'd  as  was  his  lot  a  Lady  gent,^ 
That  him  againe  lov'd  in  the  least  degree  ; 
For  she  was  proud,  and  of  too  high  intent. 

And  ioyd  to  see  her  lover  languish  and  lament : 
XXVIII. 
"  From  whom  retouming  sad  and  comfortlesse, 
As  on  the  way  together  we  did  fare, 
We  met  that  Villen,  (God  from  him  me  blesse !) 
That  cursed  wight,  from  whom  I  scapt  whyleare,^ 
A  man  of  hell,  that  calls  himselfe  Despayre  : 
Who  first  us  greets,  and  after  fayre  areedes  ^ 
Of  tydinges  straunge,  and  of  adventures  rare  : 
So  creeping  close,  as  snake  in  hidden  weedes, 

Inquireth  of  our  states,  and  of  our  knightly  deedes. 

1   Gent,  accomplished.  *  Wkt/leare,  just  now. 

'  Areedes,  informs. 
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XXIX. 

"  Which  when  he  knew,  and  felt  our  feeble  halts 
Embost  ^  with  bale,^  and  bitter  byting  griefe, 
Which  love  had  launched  with  his  deadly  darts  ; 
With  wounding  words,  and  termes  of  foulc  repriefe,^ 
He  pluckt  from  us  all  hope  of  dew  reliefe, 
That  earst  ^  us  held  in  love  of  lingring  life : 
Then  hoplesse,  hartlesse,  gan  the  cunning  thiefe 
Persvvade  us  dye,  to  stint  all  further  strife  ; 

To  me  he  lent  this  rope,  to  him  a  loisty  knife  : 
XXX. 
"  With  which  sad  instmment  of  hasty  death, 
That  wofull  lover,  loathing  lenger  light, 
A  wyde  way  made  to  let  forth  living  breath. 
But  I,  more  fearfull  or  more  lucky  wight, 
Dismayd  with  diat  defomied  dismall  sight, 
Fledd  fast  away,  halfe  dead  with  dying  feare ; 
J\e  yet  assur'd  of  life  by  you,  Sir  Knight, 
Whose  like  infirmity  like  chaunce  may  beare : 

But  God  you  never  let  his  charmed  speaches  heare  ! " 
XXXI. 
"  How  may  a  man,"  said  he,  "  with  idle  spcach 
Be  wonne  to  spoyle  the  castle  of  his  health  ?  " 
"  I  wote,"  quoth  he,  "  whom  tryall  late  did  teach, 
That  like  would  not  for  all  this  worldes  wealth. 
His  subtile  tong,  like  dropping  honny,  mealt'h  ^ 

'  Emhost,  overwhelmed.  *  Earst,  before. 

*  Bale,  sorrow.  *  Mealt'h,  melteth. 

^  Repriefe,  reproof. 


XXXI.  3.  —  I  lootc,  Sicl  I,  wlio  have  boi-n  t;ui<rht  bj'  recent  ex- 
perience, know  how  a  man  may  be  so  won,  though  1  would  not  hnvo 
been  persuaded  to  do  tlie  like  by  the  world's  wealtli. 
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Into  till!  licait,  and  searclieth  every  vainc  ; 
That,  cro  one  be  aware,  by  secret  stcallh 
His  powre  is  reft,  and  weaknes  doth  reniaine. 

O  never,  Sii",  desire  to  try  his  f^ilefull  traine  ! " 
XXXII. 
"  Certes,"  sayd  he,  "  henee  shall  I  never  rest, 
Till  I  that  Treachours  art  have  heard  and  tryde  : 
And  you.  Sir  Kni;L;ht,  whose  name  mote  1  request, 
Of  grace  do  me  unto  his  cabin  i^uyde." 
"  I,  that  hight  ^  Truvisan,"  quoth  lie,  "  will  lyde, 
Against  my  liking,  backe  to  doe  you  grace  : 
But  not  for  gold  nor  glee  will  I  abyde 
By  you,  when  ye  an'ive  in  tliat  same  place ; 

For  lever '"^  had  I  die  then  ^  see  his  deadly  face." 
XXXIII. 
Ere  long  they  come,  where  tliat  same  wicked  wight 
His  dwelling  has,  low  in  an  hollow  cave, 
Far  underneath  a  craggy  cliff  ypight,"* 
Darke,  doleful!,  dreary,  like  a  greedy  grave, 
That  still  for  camon  carcases  doth  crave : 
On  top  whereof  ay  dwelt  the  ghastly  owle, 
Shrieking  his  balcfull  note,  which  ever  drave 
Far  fiom  that  haunt  all  other  chearefull  fowle  ; 

And  all  about  it  wandring  ghostes  did  wayle  and  howle : 
XXXIV. 
And  all  about  old  stockes  and  stubs  of  trees, 
Whereon  nor  fruit  nor  leafe  was  ever  seen, 
Did  hang  upon  the  ragged  rocky  knees  ^  ; 
On  which  had  many  wretches  hanged  beene, 

*  Hight,  am  named.  ^  Then,  than. 

^  Lever,  rather.  *   Ypight,  placed. 

*  Ragged  rocky  knees,  rough  points  or  projections  of  rock. 
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Whose  carcases  were  scattred  on  the  greene, 
And  throwne  about  the  cUfls.     Arrived  there, 
That  bare-head  Knight,  for  di-ead  and  doleful!  teene,^ 
Would  faine  have  fled,  ne  durst  approachen  neaxe  ; 

But  th'  other  forst  hini  staye,  and  comforted  in  feare. 
XXXV. 
That  darkesome  cave  they  enter,  where  they  find 
That  cursed  man,  low  sitting  on  the  ground, 
Musing  full  sadly  in  his  suUein  mind  : 
His  griesie  ^  lockes,  long  gi'owen  and  unbound, 
Disordred  hong  about  his  shoulders  round, 
And  hid  his  face  ;  through  which  his  hollow  eyne 
Lookt  deadly  dull,  and  stared  as  astound ; 
His  raw-bone  cheekes,  through  penurie  and  pine. 

Were  shronke  into  his  iawes,  as  ^  he  did  never  dine. 
XXXVI. 
His  garment,  nought  but  many  ragged  clouts. 
With  thomes  together  pind  and  patched  was. 
The  which  his  naked  sides  he  wrapt  abouts  : 
And  him  beside  there  lay  upon  the  gi'as 
A  dreary  corse,  whose  life  away  did  pas. 
All  wallowd  in  his  own  yet  luke-warme  blood. 
That  from  his  wound  yet  welled  li'esh,  alas  ! 
In  which  a  rusty  knife  fast  fixed  stood, 

,\nd  made  an  open  passage  for  the  gushing  flood. 
XXXVII. 
AVhlch  piteous  spectacle,  approving  trew 
The  wofull  talc  that  Trevisan  had  told, 
Whenas  the  gentle  Redcrosse  Knight  did  vcw  ; 
With  fu'ie  zcale  Ikj  burnt  in  courage  bold 

'   Tccnc,  trouble.  '  Griesie,  greasy  or  filthy. 

3  .^s,  as  if. 
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Iliiii  to  avenge,  before  his  Ijlood  were  cold  ; 

And  to  tlic  Villein  sayd  ;  "  Tlioii  danined  wight, 

The  authour  of  this  fact  we  hert!  bi-liold, 

Wiiat  justice  can  but  iudge  against  thee  right,      [sight  ?  " 
With  thine  ow  ne  blood  to  ])\'\c(', '  his  blfx)d,  here  shed  in 
XXXVIII. 

"  What  franticke  fit,"  quoth  he,  "  hath  thus  distraught 

Thee,  foolish  man,  so  rash  a  doome  to  give  ? 

What  iustice  ever  other  iudgement  taught, 

But  he  should  dye,  who  mcrites  not  to  live? 

None  els  to  death  this  man  despayring  drive 

But  his  owne  guiltie  mind,  deserving  death. 

Is  then  uniust  to  each  his  dew  to  give  ? 

Or  let  him  dye,  that  loatheth  living  breath  ? 
Or  let  him  dye  at  ease,  that  liveth  here  uneath^? 
XXXIX. 

"  Who  travailes  by  the  wearie  wandring  way, 

To  come  unto  his  wished  home  in  haste. 

And  meetes  a  flood,  that  doth  his  passage  stay ; 

Is  not  great  grace  to  helpe  him  over  past. 

Or  free  his  feet  that  in  the  my  re  sticke  fast  ? 

jMost  envious  man,  that  grieves  at  neighbours  good ; 

And  fond,^  that  ioyest  in  the  woe  thou  hast ; 

Why  wilt  not  let  him  passe,  that  long  hath  stood 
Upon  the  bancke,  yet  wilt  thyselfe  not  pas  .the  flood  ? 

XL. 

"  He  there  does  now  enioy  etemall  rest 

And  happy  ease,  which  thou  doest  want  and  crave. 

And  further  from  it  daily  wanderest : 

What  if  some  litde  payne  the  passage  have, 

That  makes  frayle  flesh  to  feare  the  bitter  wave ; 

*  Price,  atone  for.  -  Uneath,  scarcely.  •*  Fond,  foolish. 
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Is  not  short  payne  well  borne,  that  bringes  long  ease, 
And  layes  the  soule  to  sleepe  in  quiet  grave  ? 
Sleepe  after  toyle,  port  after  stormie  seas, 

Ease  after  warre,  death  after  life,  does  greatly  please." 
XLI. 
The  Knight  much  wondred  at  his  suddeine  wit. 
And  sayd  ;  "  Tlie  terrae  of  life  is  limited, 
j\e  may  a  man  prolong,  nor  shorten,  it  : 
The  souldier  may  not  move  from  watchfull  sted,^ 
Nor  leave  his  stand  untill  his  captaine  bed.- " 
''  Who  life  did  limit  by  Almightie  doome," 
Quoth  he,  "  knowes  best  the  termes  established  ; 
And  he,  that  points  ^  the  centonell  his  roome,'' 

Doth  license  him  depart  at  sound  of  mornmg  droome.^ 
XLIl. 
"  Is  not  His  deed,  whatever  thing  is  donne 
In  heaven  and  earth  ?     Did  not  He  all  create 
To  die  againe  ?     All  ends,  that  was  begonne  : 
Their  times  in  His  eternall  booke  of  fate 
Are  written  sure,  and  have  their  certein  date. 
Who  then  can  strive  with  strong  necessitie. 
That  holds  the  world  in  his  still  chaunging  state ; 
Or  shunne  the  death  ordaynd  by  destinie  ? 
When  houre  of  death  is  come,  let  none  aske  whence,  nor  why 
XLIII. 
'•  The  lenger  life,  I  wote  ^  the  greater  sin  ; 
The  greater  sin,  the  greater  punishment : 
All  those  great  battels,  which  thou  boasts  to  win 
Through  strife,  and  blood-shed,  and  avengement, 
Now  praysd,  hereafter  deare  thou  shalt  repent : 

'   Stcd,  station.  *  Roomr,  place. 

'  Bed,  orders.  *  Droome,  drum. 

•"  Poinla,  appoints.  ®   Wotc,  deem. 
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For  lifo  must  life,  and  blood  mast  blwjd,  rf-pay. 

Is  not  (Mi()ii;;li  tliy  cvill  life  fon^spont  ? 

For  Ir!  that  onco  liatli  miss«;d  the  ri;^lit  way, 
The  lurilu  r  lie  doth  goo,  the  further  he  doth  stray  ; 
XLIV. 

'•  Thrn  dot'  no  further  goc,  no  further  stray  ; 

But  here  ly  downc,  and  to  thy  rest  betake, 

Th'  ill  to  prevent,  that  life  cnsewen '  may. 

For  N\  hat  hath  life,  that  may  it  loved  make, 

And  gives  not  rather  cause  it  to  forsake  ? 

Feare,  sicknesse,  age,  losse,  labour,  sorrow,  strife, 

Payne,  hunger,  cold  that  makes  the  heart  to  quake  ; 

And  ever  fickle  fortune  ragelh  rife  ^  ; 
All  which,  and  thousands  mo,-'*  do  make  a  loathsome  life. 
XLV. 

"Thou,  wretched  man,  of  death  hast  greatest  need. 

If  in  true  ballaunce  thou  wilt  weigh  thy  state  ; 

For  never  Knight,  that  dared  \\arlikc  deed. 

More  luckless  dissaventures  ''  did  ajiiate  ^ : 

Witnes  the  dungeon  deepe,  wherein  of  late 

Thy  life  shutt  up  for  death  so  oft  did  call ; 

And  though  good  lucke  prolonged  hath  thy  date, 

Yet  death  then  would  the  like  mishaps  forestall, 
Into  the  which  hereafter  thou  maist  happen  fall. 
XL  VI. 

'•  Why  then  doest  thou,  O  man  of  sin,  desire 

To  draw  thy  dayes  forth  to  their  last  degree  ? 

Is  not  the  measure  of  thy  sin  full  hire 

High  heaped  up  with  huge  iniquitee, 

Against  the  day  of  wrath,  to  burden  thee? 

Is  not  enough,  that  to  this  Lady  mild 

'  Ensewen,  follow.  *  ^(/^i  abundantly.  '  Mo,  more. 

*  Dissarenturcs,  misfortune.  *  .Imatc,  subdue. 
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Thou  falsed  ^  hast  thy  faith  with  periuree, 

And  sold  thy  selfe  to  serve  Duessa  vild, 
With  v/hom  in  all  abuse  thou  hast  thy  selfe  defild  ? 
XLVII. 

"  Is  not  he  iust,  that  all  this  doth  behold 

From  highest  lieven,  and  beares  an  equall  eie  ? 

Shall  He  thy  sins  up  in  His  knowledge  fold, 

And  guilty  be  of  thine  impietie  ? 

Is  not  His  law,  Let  every  sinner  die, 

Die  shall  all  flesh  ?     What  then  must  needs  be  donne  ? 

Is  it  not  better  to  doe  wiHinglie, 

Then  linger  till  the  glas  be  all  out  ronne  ? 
Death  is  the  end  of  woes  :  Die  soone,  O  Faries  sonne." 
XLVIIl. 

The  Knight  was  much  enmoved  with  his  speach, 

That  as  a  swords  poynt  through  his  hart  did  perse, 

And  in  his  conscience  made  a  secrete  breach, 

Well  knowing  trew  all  that  he  did  veherse, 

And  to  his  fresh  remembraunce  did  reverse  ^ 

The  ugly  vew  of  his  deformed  crimes ; 

That  all  his  manly  powres  it  did  disperse, 

As  ^  he  were  charmed  with  inchaunted  rimes ; 
That  oftentimes  he  quakt,  and  fainted  oftentimes. 
XLIX. 

In  which  amazement  when  the  Miscreaunt 

Perceived  him  to  waver  woake  and  frailc, 

Whiles  trembling  horror  did  his  conscience  daimt. 

And  hellish  anguish  did  his  soule  assailc ; 

To  drive  him  to  despaire,  and  quite  to  quaile, 

Hee  shewd  him  painted  in  a  table  '  plainc 


'  Fnlsnl,  broken.  ^  ^q^  ^g  jf 

*  Reverse,  cause  to  rotiirn.  ••   Tithh,  picture. 
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The  damned  ghosts,  that  do<!  in  lonnents  waile, 
And  thousand  feends,  that  doe  them  endlesse  paine 

With  Cim  and  biinistono,  which  for  ever  sliall  remaine. 

L. 
The  sight  whereof  so  throughly  him  dismaid, 
That  nought  l)ut  death  before  his  eies  he  saw, 
Aud  ever  burning  wrath  before  him  laid, 
By  righteous  sentence  of  th'  Almighties  law. 
Then  gan  the  Villein  him  to  overcraw,^ 
And  brought  unto  him  swords,  ropes,  poison,  fire, 
And  all  that  might  him  to  perdition  draw ; 
And  bad  him  choose,  what  death  he  would  desire : 

For  death  was  due  to  him,  that  had  provokt  Gods  ire. 

LI. 
But  whenas  none  of  them  he  saw  him  take. 
He  to  him  raught  "^  a  dagger  sharpe  and  keene, 
And  gave  it  him  in  hand :  his  hand  did  quake 
And  tremble  like  a  leafe  of  aspin  greene. 
And  troubled  blood  through  his  pale  face  was  seene 
To  come  and  goe,  with  tidings  from  the  heart. 
As  "^  it  a  ronning  messenger  had  beene. 
At  last,  resolv'd  to  work  his  finall  smart, 

He  lifted  up  his  hand,  that  backe  againe  did  start. 

LII. 
Which  whenas  Una  saw,  through  ever}^  vaine 
The  crudled  "*  cold  ran  to  her  well  of  life, 
As  in  a  swowne :  but,  soone  reliv'd  ^  againe, 
Out  of  his  hand  she  snatcht  the  cursed  knife, 
And  threw  it  to  the  ground,  enraged  rife. 
And  to  him  said  ;  "  Fie,  fie,  faint-hearted  Knight, 

*  Overcraw,  overcrow,  assume  a  superiority  over. 

'  Raufrht,  reached.  ^  As,  as  if. 

*  Crudled,  curdled.  '  ReUr'd,  brought  to  life  again. 
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What  meanest  thou  by  this  reprochfull  strife  ? 
Is  this  the  battaile,  which  thou  vauntst  to  fight 

With  that  fire-mouthed  Dragon,  horrible  and  bright? 

LIII. 
"  Come  ;  come  away,  fi-aile,  feeble,  fleshly  wight, 
Ne  let  vaine  words  bewitch  thy  manly  hart, 
Ne  divelish  thoughts  dismay  thy  constant  spright : 
In  heavenly  mercies  hast  thou  not  a  part  ? 
Why  shouldst  thou  then  despeu-e,  that  chosen  art  ? 
Where  iustice  growes,  there  growes  eke  greater  grace, 
The  which  doth  quench  the  brond  of  hellish  smart, 
And  that  accurst  hand-writing  doth  deface : 

Arise,  sir  Knight ;  arise,  and  leave  this  cursed  place." 

LIV. 
So  up  he  rose,  and  thence  amounted  ^  streight. 
Which  when  the  Carle  beheld,  and  saw  his  guest 
Would  safe  depart,  for  all  his  subtile  sleight ; 
He  chose  an  halter  fixjni  among  the  rest. 
And  with  it  hong  himselfe,  unhid,  unblest. 
But  death  he  could  not  worke  himselfe  thereby ; 
For  thousand  times  he  so  himselfe  had  drest,- 
Yet  nathelesse  it  could  not  doe  him  die. 

Till  he  should  die  his  last,  that  is,  eternally.*  1/ 

*  Amounted,  departed.  '  Brest,  treated. 


LIV.  5.  —  Unhid.]  This  word  may  mean  either  '  without  being  ili- 
rected  by  any  one,'  or, '  without  praying,  i.  e.  without  bidding  his  beads, 
as  used  in  the  third  stanza  of  the  ne.\t  canto. 


*  The  powerful  description  of  Despair,  in  this  canto,  is  tlie  portion 
of  the  poem  wliich  is  said  to  have  been  submitted,  in  manuscript,  to 
Sir  Philip  Sydney,  and  of  which  he  testified  his  admiration  in  tlie 
liberal  manner  already  related  in  tlie  Life  of  Spenser.  The  story  is, 
however,  very  improbable,  and  (as  lias  been  said)  seeks  to  compliment 
the  poet  at  the  expense  of  the  common  sense  of  the  patron. 


IDG  TlIK    KAKUIK    (iCKENE. 


CANTO   X. 

Her  faitlifiiU  Kniplit  fiiirc  Una  brings 

To  house  of  Ilolinesse  ; 
Where  he  is  taught  repentaunce,  and 

The  way  to  iievcnly  blesse. 

I. 

What  man  is  he,  that  boasts  of  fleshly  might 
And  vaine  assurance  of  mortahty, 
Which,  all  so  soone  as  it  doth  come  to  fight 
Against  spirituall  foes,  yields  by  and  by. 
Or  from  the  fielde  most  cowardly  doth  fly ! 
Ne  let  the  man  ascribe  it  to  his  skill, 
That  tliorough  grace  hath  gained  victory : 
If  any  strength  we  have,  it  is  to  ill ; 

But  all  the  good  is  Gods,  both  power  and  eke  will. 
11. 
By  that  which  lately  hapned,  Una  saw 
That  this  her  Knight  was  feeble,  and  too  faint ; 
And  all  his  sinewes  woxen  weake  and  raw, 
Through  long  emprisonment,  and  hard  constraint, 
Which  he  endured  in  his  late  restraint, 
That  yet  he  \\as  unfitt  for  liloody  fight. 
Therefore  to  cherish  him  \\  itli  diets  daint,^ 
She  cast  to  bring  him,  where  he  chearen  ^  might, 

Till  he  recovered  had  his  late  decayed  plight. 

•  Daint,  delicate.  *  Chearen,  be  cheered 
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ill. 

There  was  an  auncient  House  not  far  away, 

Renowrad  throughout  the  world  for  sacred  lore 

And  pure  unspotted  life  :  so  well,  they  say. 

It  governd  was,  and  guided  evermore, 

Through  wisedome  of  a  Matron  grave  and  hore ; 

Whose  onely  ioy  was  to  relieve  the  needes 

Of  wretched  soules,  and  helpe  the  helpelesse  pore : 

All  night  she  spent  m  bidding  of  her  bedes. 

And  all  the  day  m  doing  good  and  godly  deedes. 
IV. 
Dame  Caelia  men  did  her  call,  as  thought 
From  heaven  to  come,  or  thether  to  arise ; 
The  mother  of  three  Daughters,  well  upbrought 
In  goodly  thewes,^  and  godly  exercise : 
The  eldest  two,  most  sober,  chast,  and  wise, 
Fidelia  and  Speranza,  Virgins  were ; 
Though  spousd,  yet  wanting  wedlocks  solemnize ; 
But  faire  Charissa  to  a  lovely  fere  ^ 

Was  lincked,  and  by  him  had  many  pledges  dere. 
V. 
Arrived  there,  the  dore  they  find  fast  lockt ; 
For  it  was  warely  watched  night  and  day, 
For  feare  of  many  foes  ;  but,  when  they  knockt, 
The  porter  opened  unto  them  streight  way. 
He  was  an  aged  syre,  all  hoiy  gray. 
With  lookes  full  lowly  cast,  and  gate  full  slow, 

'  Tliezces,  accomplishments.  *  Fere,  husband. 


III.  8.  —  Bidding  of  her  bedes.]    In  prayers  and  devotional  exercises. 

IV.  1.  —  Dame  Calia,  &c.]  Ccelia  means  hcarenhj.  Fidelia,  Spe- 
ranza, and  Cliarissa,  as  tlieir  names  indicate,  are  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Charity. 

17* 
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\V'()iit  Oil  a  slaflb  his  fueble  steps  to  stay, 

Ili;:;lit  '  lliiiiiilta.     Tlicy  |)a.s.se  in,  stoupinj^  low  ; 

For  stieiylit  and  narrow  w;ls  the  way  wliicli  lie  did  show. 
VI. 
Each  goodly  lhin;f  is  hardest  to  begin  ; 
But,  enlred  in,  a  sj)atious  court  they  see. 
Both  plaine  and  pleasaunt  to  be  walked  in  ; 
Where  them  does  meete  a  francklin  -  faire  and  free, 
And  enterteines  with  comely  courteous  glee  ; 
His  name  was  Zele,  that  him  right  well  became : 
For  in  his  speaches  and  behaveour  hee 
Did  labour  lively  to  expresse  the  same, 

And  gladly  did  them  guide,  till  to  the  hall  they  came. 
VII. 
There  fayrely  them  receives  a  gentle  squyre, 
Of  myld  demeanure  and  rare  courtesee, 
Right  cleanly  clad  in  comely  sad  ■*  attyre : 
In  word  and  deede  that  shewd  great  modestee, 
And  knew  his  good  to  all  of  each  degree ; 
Hight  ^  Reverence :  He  them  with  speaches  meet 
Does  faire  entreat ;  no  courting  nicetee, 
But  simple,  trew,  and  eke  unfained  sweet. 

As  might  become  a  squyre  so  great  persons  to  greet. 
VIII. 
And  aflerwardes  them  to  his  Dame  he  leades, 
That  aged  Dame,  the  Lady  of  the  place, 
Who  all  this  while  was  busy  at  her  beades ; 
Which  doen,  shee  up  arose  with  seemely  grace, 

'  Hight,  named.       *  Francklin,  a  country  gentleman.       ^  Sad,  grave. 


V.  9.  —  For  streight  and  narroic,  «Scc.]     "  Strait  is  the  gate  and  nar- 
row is  the  way  that  leadeth  unto  life."  —  Matt.  vii.  14. 

VII.  5.  —  Knew  his  good,  &c.]     Knew  how  to  behave  suitably. 
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And  toward  them  full  matronely  did  pace. 
Where,  when  that  fairest  Una  she  beheld, 
Whom  well  she  knew  to  spring  from  hevenly  race, 
Her  heart  with  ioy  unwonted  inly  sweld. 

As  feeling  wondrous  comfort  in  her  weaker  eld  ^ : 
IX. 
And,  her  embracing,  said ;  "  O  happy  earth, 
Whereon  thy  innocent  feet  doe  ever  tread ! 
Most  vertuous  Virgin,  borne  of  hevenly  berth, 
That,  to  redeeme  thy  woefuU  Parents  head 
From  tyrans  rage  and  ever-dying  dread. 
Hast  wandred  through  the  world  now  long  a  day, 
Yett  ceassest  not  thy  weary  soles  to  lead  ; 
What  grace  hath  thee  now  hether  brought  this  way  ? 

Or  doen  thy  feeble  feet  unweeting  ^  hether  stray  ? 
X. 
"  Straunge  thing  it  is  an  errant  Knight  to  see 
Here  in  this  place  ;  or  any  other  wight, 
That  hether  tumes  his  steps :  So  few  there  bee, 
That  chose  the  narrow  path,  or  seeke  die  right ! 
All  keepe  the  broad  high  way,  and  take  delight 
With  many  rather  for  to  goe  astray, 
And  be  partakers  of  their  evill  plight, 
Then  with  a  few  to  walke  the  rightest  way  : 

O  !  foolish  men,  why  hast  ye  to  your  own  decay  ? " 
XI. 
"  Thy  selfe  to  see,  and  tyred  limbes  to  rest, 
O  Matrone  sage,"  quoth  she,  ''  I  hether  came ; 
And  this  good  Knight  his  way  with  mc  addrest, 
Ledd  with  thy  prayses,  and  broad-bla/ed  fame, 

>  Eld,  n<re.  *  Umccetinir,  unknowing. 


IX.  5.  —  Evcr-dtjhig  dread.]     The  perpetual  fear  of  death. 
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Thill  ii|)  to  Iicvcii  is  hlowriL'."     Tlie  auncient  Dame 
Iliiii  ^(wjdly  greeted  iij  her  modest  fjuyse, 
And  ('iitfili-yiid  llii'iii  both,  :is  h(^st  became, 
Willi  all  iIk-  coiirt'sirs  that  she  could  dcvyse, 
INe  wanted  ouj^ht  to  slir-w  her  hoiiiiteous  or  wbe. 

Thus  as  they  ;L,';in  of  sondrir  thiriges  devise, 
Loe  !  two  most  goodly  Virgins  came  in  place, 
Yhnkcd  arme  in  anne,  in  lovely  wise ; 
With  countcnaunce  demure,  and  modest  grace, 
They  numbred  even  steps  and  equall  pace : 
Of  which  the  eldest,  tiiat  Fideha  hight,' 
Like  sunny  beames  tlirew  from  her  christall  face 
That  could  have  dazd  -  the  rash  beholders  sight, 
And  round  about  her  head  did  shine  like  hevens  light. 
Xlll. 
She  was  araied  all  in  lilly  white, 
And  in  her  right  hand  bore  a  cup  of  gold, 
With  wine  and  water  fild  up  to  the  hight. 
In  which  a  serpent  did  himselfe  enfold. 
That  honour  made  to  all  that  did  behold  ; 
But  she  no  whitt  did  chaunge  her  constant  mood : 
And  in  her  other  hand  she  fast  did  hold 

'  Hight,  was  called.  *  Dazd,  dazzled. 


XII.  8. —  That.']     That  is  put  for  that  which. 

XIII.  1.  —  She  wa^  araied,  &c.]  Faith  is  dressed  in  white,  of  which 
color  are  the  robes  of  saints  and  angels,  and  this  is  expressive  of  her 
celestial  purity.  She  holds  in  her  hand  the  New  Testament,  to  which 
is  applied  the  expression  used  by  St.  Peter  of  St.  Paul's  Epistles, 
2  Pet.  iii.  16. 

XIII.  4.  —  .^  serpcjit.']  The  serpent  was  emblematic  of  health;  and 
the  restoring  and  healing  power  of  Faith  is  here  alluded  to.  The 
reader  will  recollect  the  brazen  serpent  lifted  up  in  the  wilderness,  and 
the  application  of  it  by  our  Savior,  John  iii.  14. 
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A  Booke,  that  was  both  signd  and  seald  with  blood ; 

Wherein  darke  things  were  writt.  hard  to  be  understood. 
XIV. 
Her  younger  sister,  that  Speranza  bight/ 
Was  clad  in  blew,  that  her  beseemed  well ; 
Not  all  so  chearefuU  seemed  she  of  sight, 
As  was  her  sister ;  whether  dread  did  dwell 
Or  anguish  in  her  hart,  is  hard  to  tell : 
Upon  her  anne  a  silver  anchor  lay, 
Whereon  she  leaned  ever,  as  befell ; 
And  ever  up  to  heven,  as  she  did  pray, 

Her  steadfast  eyes  were  bent,  ne  swarved  other  way. 
XV. 
They,  seeing  Una,  towardes  her  gan  wend, 
Who  them  encounters  with  like  courtesee  ; 
Many  kind  speeches  they  betweene  them  spend, 
And  greatly  ioy  each  other  for  to  see : 
Then  to  the  Knight  with  shamefast  modestie 
They  tume  themselves,  at  Unaes  meeke  request. 
And  him  salute  with  well  beseeming  glee ; 
Who  faire  them  quites,^  as  him  beseemed  best, 

And  goodly  gan  discoui-se  of  many  a  noble  gest."^ 
XVI. 
Then  Una  thus  ;  "  But  she,  your  sister  deare, 
The  deare  Charissa,  where  is  she  become  ? 
Or  wants  she  healdi,  or  busie  is  clswherc  ?  " 
"  Ah  !  no,"  said  they,  "  but  forth  she  may  not  come  ; 
For  she  of  late  is  lightned  of  her  wombe, 
And  hadi  encreast  the  world  with  one  sonnc  moiv. 

'  flight,  was  called,         '  Qiiitcs,  salutes  in  return.  '  Cest,  action. 


XIV.  2. —  ir<i<!  rhid  in  hinr.]     Blue,  the  colur  of  the  heavens,  has 
always  been  doeuKcl  the  appropriate  livery  of  Ilojie. 
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TIml  licr  to  stn;  .should  Ijc  but  tKnihlcsoino." 

"  Indeed,"  quoth  she,  "  that  shouhl  her  trouble  sore ; 

But  thniikt  h(;  (iofi,  and  her  encrease  so  evermore!" 
XVII. 
Th(;n  said  tlie  aged  Cajlia ;  "  Deare  dame, 
And  you,  goorl  Sir,  I  wote  that  of  yourc  toyle 
And  lahoi-s  Ioiil(,  throu'^di  wliich  ye  hethcr  came. 
Ye  both  foi-w  earicd  b(; :   therefore  a  whyle 
I  read  '  you  rest,  and  to  your  b(j\vres^  recoyle,^" 
Then  called  she  a  groonie,  that  fortii  him  ledd 
Into  a  goodly  lodge,  and  gan  despoilc 
Of  puissant  armes,  and  laid  in  easie  bedd : 

His  name  was  meeke  Obedience  rightfully  aredd.'' 
XVIII. 
Now  when  their  wearic  limbes  with  kindly  rest, 
And  bodies  were  refresht  with  dew  repast, 
Fayre  Una  gan  Fidelia  fayre  request, 
To  have  her  Knight  into  her  Schoolehous  plastc. 
That  of  her  heavenly  learning  he  might  taste, 
And  heare  the  wisedom  of  her  wordes  divine. 
She  graunted  ;  and  that  Knight  so  much  agraste,^ 
That  she  him  taught  celestiall  discipline, 

And  opened  his  dull  eyes,  that  light  mote  in  them  shine. 
XIX. 
And  that  her  sacred  Booke,  with  blood  ywritt. 
That  none  could  reads  except  she  did  them  teach. 
She  unto  him  disclosed  every  whitt  ; 
And  heavenly  documents  ^  thereout  did  preach, 
That  weaker  witt  of  man  could  never  reach  ; 


1  Read,  advise.  *  Boicrcs,  chambers.  ^  Rccoyle.  retire. 

*  Aredd,  declared.  *  So  much  agraste,  showed  him  so  much  grace. 

8  Documents,  instructions. 
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Of  God  ;  of  Grace ;  of  lustice  ;  of  Free-will ; 
That  wonder  was  to  heare  her  goodly  speach : 
For  she  was  hable  with  her  wordes  to  kill, 

And  rayse  agame  to  life  the  hart  that  she  did  thrill. 

XX. 
And  when  she  list  pour  out  her  larger  spright, 
She  would  commaund  the  hasty  sunne  to  stay, 
Or  backward  tume  his  course  from  hevens  hight : 
Sometimes  great  hostes  of  men  she  could  dismay  ; 
Dry-shod  to  passe  she  parts  the  flouds  in  tway ; 
And  eke  huge  mountaines  from  theii-  native  seat 
She  would  commaund  themselves  to  beare  away, 
And  throw  in  raging  sea  with  roaring  threat : 

Almightie  God  her  gave  such  powre  and  puissauncc  great. 

XXI. 
The  faithfull  Knight  now  grew  in  little  space, 
By  hearing  her,  and  by  her  sisters  lore, 
To  such  perfection  of  all  hevenly  grace, 
That  wretched  world  he  gan  for  to  abhore, 
And  mortall  life  gan  loath  as  thing  forlore,^ 
Greevd  with  remembrance  of  his  wicked  wayes. 
And  prickt  with  anguish  of  his  sinnes  so  sore, 
That  he  desirde  to  end  his  wretched  dayes  : 

So  much  the  dart  of  sinfull  guilt  the  soule  dismayes ! 
XXII. 
But  wise  Speranza  gave  him  comfort  sweet, 
And  taught  him  how  to  take  assured  hold 
Upon  her  silver  anchor,  as  was  meet ; 
Els  had  his  sinnes  so  great  and  manifold 

'  Forlorc,  deserted  or  forsaken. 


XXI.  1.  —  TJie  faithfull  Knight,  &c.]  In  this  and  the  following 
stanzas,  Spenser  depicts,  with  great  force,  tlie  power  of  remorse,  and 
its  influence  in  producing  repentance  and  reformation. 
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M;i(lr  him  forget  all  thai  Fidflia  told. 
In  ihi>  distressed  doiiiitrull  agony, 
When  him  his  dearest  Una  did  behold 
Disdrinins^  life,  desirin;L(  leave  to  dye. 

She  found  her  selfe  assayld  witli  great  perplexity ; 
XXIII. 
And  came  to  Cicliu  to  dcclaie  iicr  smart  ; 
Who  well  acquainted  with  that  commune '  plight, 
Which  sinfull  horror  workes  in  wounded  hart, 
Her  wisely  comforted  all  that  she  might, 
With  goodly  counsell  and  advisement  right ; 
And  streightvvay  sent  with  carefull  diligence, 
To  fetch  a  leach,  the  which  had  great  insight 
In  that  disease  of  grieved  conscience. 

And  well  could  cure  the  same ;  his  name  was  Patience. 

XXIV. 
Who,  conmiing  to  that  sowle-discased  Knight, 
Could  hardly  hijii  intreat  to  tell  his  grief: 
Which  knowne,  and  all,  that  noyd^  his  heavie  spright, 
Well  seaicht,  eftsoones •'  he  gan  apply  relief 
Of  salves  and  med'cines,  which  had  passing  ^  prief  ^  ; 
And  thereto  added  wordes  of  wondrous  might : 
By  which  to  ease  he  liim  recured  ^  brief. 
And  much  aswag'd  the  passion  of  his  plight. 

That  he  his  paine  endur'd,  as  seeming  now  more  hght. 

XXV. 
But  yet  the  cause  and  root  of  all  his  ill. 
Inward  corruption  and  infected  sin, 

*   Commune,  common.  *  Passing,  surpassing. 

'  Koijd,  grieved.  *  •P'^f/?  proof  or  value. 

3  Eftsoones,  immediately.  *  Recured,  restored. 


XXIV.  8.  —  TJic  passion  of  his  plight.']     The  sufferings  of  his  case. 
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Not  purg'd  nor  heald,  behind  remained  still, 

And  festrbg  sore  did  ranckle  yett  within, 

Close  creeping  twixt  the  marow  and  the  skin  : 

Which  to  extirpe,^  he  laid  him  privily 

Downe  in  a  darksome  lowly  place  far  in, 

Whereas  he  meant  his  corrosives  to  apply, 
And  with  straight  diet  tame  his  stubborne  malady. 
XXVI. 

In  ashes  and  sackcloth  he  did  array 

His  daintie  corse,  proud  humors  to  abate  ; 

And  dieted  with  fasting  every  day, 

The  swelling  of  his  woundes  to  mitigate  ; 

And  made  him  pray  both  earely  and  eke  late : 

And  ever,  as  superfluous  flesh  did  rott. 

Amendment  readie  still  at  hand  did  wayt, 

To  pluck  it  out  with  pincers  fyrie  whott,^ 
That  soone  in  him  was  lefte  no  one  cormpted  iott.^ 
XXVll. 

And  bitter  Penaunce,  with  an  yron  whip. 

Was  wont  him  once  to  disple  ^  every  day : 

And  sharp  Remorse  his  hart  did  prick  and  nip, 

That  drops  of  blood  thence  like  a  well  did  play : 

And  sad  Jlepentance  used  to  embay  * 

His  body  in  salt  water  smarting  sore, 

The  fikhy  blottes  of  sin  to  wasli  away. 

So  in  short  space  they  did  to  healtli  restore 
The  Man  that  would  not  live,  but  erst  *^  lay  at  deathes  dore. 
XXVIII. 

In  which  his  torment  often  was  so  great. 

That,  like  a  lyon,  he  would  cry  and  rore ; 

*  Extirpe,  extirpate.  *  Disple,  discipline. 

«  JUiott,  hot.  6  Embay,  batlie. 

'  lolt,  jot.  8  £rst,  before. 
VOL.    I.                 IS 
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And  n;ii(l  his  (lush  ;  and  his  owik;  syiKiwes  eat. 
His  owno  doaro  Una,  hearing  everrnoro 
Mis  nicfull  sliriekes  and  groiiings,  often  tore 
Her  i;uiltless(!  gannc'nts  and  her  golden  lieare, 
For  ])itty  of  his  payne  and  angiiish  sore : 
Yet  all  w  iili  jjatience  wisely  she  did  beare  ; 

For  well  shti  wist  his  cryme  could  els  be  never  cleare. 
XXIX. 
Whom,  tlius  recover'd  by  wise  Patience 
And  trew  Repentaunce,  they  to  Una  brought ; 
Who,  ioyous  of  his  cured  conscience, 
Him  dearely  kist,  and  fayrely  eke  besought 
Himselfe  to  chearish,  and  consuming  thought 
To  put  away  out  of  his  carefuU  brest. 
By  this  Charissa,  late  in  child-bed  brought, 
Was  woxen  strong,  and  left  her  fruitful!  nest : 

To  her  fayre  Una  brought  this  unacquainted  guest. 
XXX. 
She  was  a  woman  in  her  freshest  age, 
Of  wondrous  beauty,  and  of  bounty  rare. 
With  goodly  grace  and  comely  personage, 
That  was  on  earth  not  easie  to  compare  ; 
Full  of  great  love  ;  but  Cupids  wanton  snare 
As  hell  she  hated  ;  chaste  in  worke  and  will ; 
Her  nccke  and  brests  were  ever  open  baie, 
That  ay  thereof  her  babes  might  sucke  their  fill ; 

The  rest  was  all  in  yellow  robes  arayed  still. 

XXIX.  7.—  B1J  this  Charissa,  «Stc.]  The  knij^ht  is  at  last  made  ac- 
quainted with  Charity,  or  Love,  that  being  the  crowning  excellence  of 
the  Christian  character. 

XXX.  9. —  YclloiD  robes.]  Charissa  is  dressed  in  yellow  to  express 
her  married  state. 

"  There  let  Hymen  oft  appear 
In  saffron  robe,  with  taper  clear."  —  Milton. 
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XXXI. 

A  multitude  of  babes  about  her  hong, 
Playing  their  sportes,  that  ioyd  her  to  behold ; 
Whom  still  she  fed,  whiles  they  were  weake  and 

young, 
But  thmst  them  forth  still  as  they  wexed  old : 
And  on  her  head  she  wore  a  tyre  ^  of  gold, 
Adornd  with  gemmes  and  owches  -  wondrous  fayre, 
Whose  passing  price  uneath  ^  was  to  be  told : 
And  by  her  syde  there  sate  a  gentle  payre 

Of  turtle  doves,  she  sitting  in  an  yvory  chayre. 
XXXII. 
The  Knight  and  Una  entring  fayi-e  her  greet, 
And  bid  her  ioy  of  that  her  happy  brood ; 
Who  them  requites  with  court'sies  seeming  meet. 
And  entertaynes  with  friendly  chearefull  mood. 
Then  Una  her  besought,  to  be  so  good 
As  in  her  verluous  rules  to  schoole  her  Knight, 
Now  after  all  his  tomient  well  withstood 
In  that  sad  House  of  Penaunce,  where  his  spright 

Had  past  the  paines  of  hell  and  long-enduring  night. 
XXXIII. 

She  was  right  ioyous  of  her  iust  request ; 

And,  taking  by  the  hand  that  Faeries  sonne, 

Gan  him  instruct  in  everie  good  behest, 

Of  Love  ;  and  Righteousnes  ;  and  Weil  to  donne '' ; 

And  Wrath  and  Hatred  warely  to  shonne, 

That  drew  on  men  Gods  hatred  and  his  wnith, 

And  many  soules  in  dolours  ^  had  fordonnc  *" : 

'   Tijre,  head-dress.  *   JVcIl  to  donne,  wpll-doing. 

'  Oicchrs,  jewels.  *  Dohfiirs,  griefs. 

•  Uneath,  scarcely.  ®  Fordonne,  undone,  destroyed. 
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In  winch  wln-n  liiiii  slii;  well  iiistruoled  hatli, 
From  thence  to  iicaven  she  toacheih  him  the  ready  patli. 
XXXIV. 
Wherein  liis  weaker  wainlriii;,'  steps  to  guyde, 
An  auncienl  Matr(jn(!  she  to  her  does  call, 
Whose  sober  lookes  her  wisedome  well  descry de ' ; 
Her  nanu!  was  Mercy  ;  well  knowne  over  all 
To  be  both  gratious  and  eke  liberall  : 
To  whom  the  carefuU  charge  of  him  she  gave, 
To  leadc  aright,  that  he  should  never  fall 
In  all  his  waies  through  this  wide  worldi's  wave ; 
That  Mercy  in  the  end  his  righteous  soule  might  save. 
XXX  \'. 
The  godly  IMatione  by  the  hand  him  bcares 
Forth  from  her  presence,  by  a  narrow  way, 
Scattred  with  bushy  thornes  and  ragged  brcares,^ 
Which  still  before  him  she  remov'd  away, 
That  nothing  might  his  ready  passage  stay  : 
And  ever  when  his  feet  encombred  were. 
Or  gan  to  shrinke,  or  from  the  right  to  stray, 
She  held  him  fast,  and  finiiely  did  upbeare ; 
As  careful!  nourse  her  child  from  falling  oft  does  reare. 
XXXVI. 
Eftsoones^  unto  an  holy  Hospitall, 
That  was  foreby  "*  the  way,  she  did  him  bring ; 
In  which  Seven  Bead-men,  that  had  vowed  all 
Their  life  to  service  of  high  heavens  King, 

'  Dcscnjde,  declared.  •'  Eftsoones,  directly. 

"  Brcares,  briers.  *  Forchij.  near  to. 


XXXVI.  3.  —  Seven  Bead-men.']  In  these  seven  Bead-men  Spenser 
represents  the  varioas  offices  or  functions  of  Charity — to  entertain  those 
in  distress ;  to  feed  the  hungry  and  give  drink  to  the  thirsty ;  to  clothe 
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Did  spend  their  daies  in  doing  godly  thing : 
Their  gates  to  all  were  open  evennore, 
That  by  the  wearie  way  were  travelling ; 
And  one  sate  wayting  ever  them  before, 

To  call  in  comers-by,  that  needy  were  and  pore. 
XXXVII. 
The  First  of  them,  that  eldest  was  and  best,^ 
Of  all  the  house  had  charge  and  governement. 
As  guardian  and  steward  of  the  rest : 
His  office  was  to  give  entertainement 
And  lodging  unto  all  that  came  and  went ; 
Not  unto  such  as  could  him  feast  againe, 
And  double  quite  ^  for  that  he  on  them  spent ; 
But  such,  as  want  of  harbour  did  constraine : 

Those  for  Gods  sake  his  dewty  was  to  entertaine. 
XXXVIII. 
The  Second  was  as  almner  ^  of  the  place : 
His  office  was  the  hungry  for  to  feed. 
And  thristy  "*  give  to  drinke  ;  a  worke  of  grace : 
He  feard  not  once  himselfe  to  be  in  need, 
Ne  car'd  to  hoord  for  those  whom  he  did  breede : 
The  grace  of  God  he  layd  up  still  in  store, 
Which  as  a  stocke  he  left  unto  his  seede : 
He  had  enough  ;  what  need  him  care  for  more  ? 

And  had  he  lesse,  yet  some  he  would  give  to  the  pore. 

'  Best,  first  in  precedence.  *  limner,  almoner. 

*  Quite,  requite.  *  Thristy,  thirsty. 


the  naked ;  to  relieve  prisoners  and  redeem  captives ;  to  comfort  the 
sick ;  to  bury  the  dead  ;  to  provide  for  the  widow  and  orphan.  Upton 
says  that  Cliarity  was  reduced  by  the  sclioolmon  to  tliose  seven  heads. 
Bcad-vian  means  a  person  devoted  to  prayer  and  holy  works. 

18* 
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XXXIX 

Tlie  Tliird  had  of  llieir  wardrobe  custody, 

In  which  were  not  rich  tyres/  nor  ijanncnts  gay, 

The  plumes  of  pride,  and  wingcs  of  vanity, 

But  rlothcs  meet  to  keep  keene  cold  away. 

And  naked  nature  seeniely  to  aray  ; 

With  which  hare  wretched  wights  he  dayly  clad, 

The  images  of  God  in  earthly  clay  ; 

And,  if  that  no  spare  clothes  to  give  he  had, 

His  owne  cote  he  would  cut,  and  it  distribute  glad. 

XL. 
The  Fourth  appointed  by  his  office  was 
Poore  prisoner  to  relieve  with  gratious  ayd, 
And  captives  to  redeeme  with  price  of  bras 
From  Turkes  and  Sarazins,  which  them  had  stayd ; 
And  though  they  faulty  were,  yet  well  he  wayd, 
That  God  to  us  forgiveth  every  howre 
Much  more  then  ^  that  why  they  in  bands  were  laid ; 
And  He,  that  harrowd  ^  hell  with  heavie  stowre,'* 

The  faulty  soules  from  thence  brought  to  his  heavenly  bowTe. 

XLI. 
The  Fift  had  charge  sick  persons  to  attend. 
And  comfort  those  in  point  of  death  which  lay ; 
For  them  most  needeth  comfort  in  the  end. 
When  Sin,  and  Hell,  and  Death,  doe  most  dismay 
The  fecl)le  soule  departing  hence  away. 
All  is  but  lost,  that  living  we  bestow, 

'  Tyres,  head-dresses.  *  Harroicd,  subdued. 

*  Tlien,  than.  ♦  Stowre,  attack. 


XL.  5.  —  They  faulty  were."]  Even  though  they  were  faulty ;  in  case 
they  were  faulty,  as  all  prisoners  are  not  faulty.  Tlicy  refers  to  the 
"poor  prisoners,"  and  not  the  captives. 
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If  not  well  ended  at  our  dying  day, 

O  man  !  have  mind  of  tliat  last  bitter  throw : 

For  as  the  tree  does  fall,  so  lies  it  ever  low. 
XLII. 
The  Sixt  had  charge  of  them  now  being  dead, 
In  seemely  sort  their  corses  to  engrave,^ 
And  deck  with  dainty  flowres  their  brydall  bed. 
That  to  theii-  heavenly  Spouse  both  sweet  and  brave 
They  might  appeare,  when  He  their  soules  shall  save. 
The  wondrous  workmanship  of  God's  owne  mould, 
Whose  face  He  made  all  beastes  to  feare,  and  gave 
All  in  ^  bis  hand,  even  dead  we  honour  should. 

All,  dearest  God,  me  graunt,  I  dead  be  not  defould  ^  I 
XLIII. 
The  Seventh,  now  after  death  and  buriall  done, 
Had  charge  the  tender  orphans  of  the  dead 
And  wydowes  ayd,  least  they  should  be  undone : 
In  face  of  iudgement  he  their  right  would  plead, 
Ne  ought  the  powre  of  mighty  men  did  dread 
In  their  defence  ;  nor  would  for  gold  or  fee 
Be  wonne  their  rightfuU  causes  downe  to  tread : 
And,  when  they  stood  in  most  necessitee, 

He  did  supply  their  want,  and  gave  them  ever  free.^ 
XLIV. 
There  when  the  Elfin  Knight  an-ived  was, 
The  first  and  chiefest  of  the  Seven,  whose  care 
Was  guests  to  welcome,  towardes  him  did  pas ; 

*  Engrave,  bury.  ^  Defould,  insulted. 

'  In,  into,  *  Free,  freely. 


XLT.  9.  —  For  as  the  tree,  &c.     "  In  the  place  where  the  tree  fallcth, 
there  it  sliall  be."  —  Ecci.es.  xi.3. 

XLlll.  3.  —  -^yd.]     To  is  understood  before  atjd. 
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Where  seeing  Mcrcir,  iliat  his  steps  upbare 
Aiul  iilwaics  led,  to  her  with  n-ver(?nce  rare 
lie  huiiihly  lout(;(l  '  in  iiifcke  lowhness, 
And  seeinely  welcome  for  hrr  did  prepare: 
For  of  their  Order  she  was  l^itronesse, 

Albe^  Charissa  were  their  chiefest  Founderesse. 
XLV. 
There  she  awliile  him  stayes,  himselfe  to  rest, 
That  to  the  rest  more  hable  he  might  bee  : 
During  which  time,  in  every  good  jjehest, 
And  godly  worke  of  Almes  and  Charitee, 
Shee  him  instructed  with  great  industree. 
Shordy  therein  so  perfect  he  became, 
That,  fiom  the  fii-st  unto  the  last  degree, 
His  moHall  life  he  learned  had  to  frame 

In  holy  righteousnesse,  without  rebuke  or  blame. 
XLVl. 
Thence  fon\ard  by  that  painfull  way  they  pas 
Forth  to  an  Hill,  that  was  both  steepe  and  hy ; 
On  top  whereof  a  sacred  Chappell  was. 
And  eke  a  litle  Hermitage  thereby. 
Wherein  an  aged  holy  man  did  lie, 
That  day  and  night  said  his  devotion, 
Ne  other  worldly  busines  did  apply  ^ : 
His  name  w'as  Hevenly  Contemplation  ; 

Of  God  and  goodnes  was  his  meditation. 
XLVIl. 
Great  gi-ace  that  old  man  to  him  given  had ; 
For  God  he  often  saw  from  heavens  bight : 
All  ■*  were  his  eartlily  cien  both  blunt  and  bad, 

*  Louted,  bowed.  '  -^pp^y^  attend  to. 

«  ,ilbe,  although.  *  ^11,  although. 
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And  through  great  age  had  lost  theu*  kindly  sight, 
Yet  wondrous  quick  and  persaunt  ^  was  his  spright, 
As  eagles  eie,  that  can  behold  the  sunne. 
That  Hill  they  scale  with  all  their  powre  and  might, 
That  his  fi'aUe  thighes,  nigh  weary  and  fordonne,- 

Gan  faile ;  but,  by  her  helpe,  the  top  at  last  he  wonne. 
XLVIII. 
There  they  doe  finde  that  godly  aged  Sire, 
With  snowy  lockes  adowne  his  shoulders  shed ; 
As  hoaiy  frost  with  spangles  doth  attire 
The  mossy  braunches  of  an  oke  halfe  ded. 
Each  bone  might  through  his  body  well  be  red,^ 
And  every  sinew  scene,  through  his  long  fast : 
For  nought  he  car'd  his  carcas  long  unfed  ; 
His  mind  was  full  of  spirituall  repast, 

And  pyn'd  "*  his  flesh  to  keep  his  body  low  and  chast. 
XLIX. 
Who,  when  these  two  approching  he  aspide, 
At  their  first  presence  grew  agrieved  sore, 
That  forst  him  lay  his  hevenly  thoughts  aside ; 
And  had  he  not  that  Dame  respected  more,^ 
Whom  highly  he  did  reverence  and  adore, 
He  would  not  once  have  moved  for  the  Knight. 
They  him  saluted,  standing  far  afore  ; 
Who,  well  them  greeting,  humbly  did  requight. 

And  asked,  to  what  end  they  clomb  that  tedious  hight. 

L. 
"  What  end,"  quoth  she,  "  should  cause  us  take  such  pame, 
But  that  same  end,  which  every  living  wight 

'  Pcrsatint,  piorcing.         '  Fordonnc,  exhaustocl.         ^  Red,  discoriud. 
*  Pyn'd,  wasted.  *  More,  greatly. 


XLVII.  !).  —  Ihj  her  helpe.-]     By  Mercy's  help. 
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Sliould  make  his  inurki',  high  heaven  to  altaine  ? 
Is  not  from  hence  the  way,  that  h-adeth  right 
To  that  most  f^'lorious  House,  that  glistrotli  bright 
Witli  huniing  slarrcs  and  everhving  fire, 
Whereof  the  keies  are  to  thy  hand  behight^ 
By  wise  Fideha  ?     She  doth  thee  require, 

To  shew  it  to  this  Knight,  according  '^  his  desire." 

LI. 
"  Thrise  happy  man,"  said  then  the  Father  grave, 
"  Whose  staggering  steps  thy  steady  hand  doth  lead, 
And  shewcs  the  way  his  sinful!  soule  to  save ! 
Who  better  can  the  way  to  heaven  aread  ' 
Then  '^  thou  thyselfe,  that  was  both  borne  and  bred 
In  hevenly  tlu'one,  where  thousand  angels  shine  ? 
Thou  doest  the  praiers  of  the  righteous  sead  ^ 
Present  before  the  Maiesty  Divine, 

And  His  avenging  wrath  to  clemency  incline. 

LTI. 
"  Yet,  since  thou  bidst,  thy  pleasure  shal  be  donne. 
Then  come,  Thou  man  of  earth,  and  see  the  way, 
That  never  yet  was  scene  of  Faries  sonne ; 
That  never  leads  the  traveller  astray. 
But,  after  labors  long  and  sad  delay, 
Brings  them  to  ioyous  rest  and  endlessc  blis. 
But  first  thou  must  a  season  fast  and  pray. 
Till  from  her  bands  the  spright  assoiled  "^  is. 

And  have  her  strength  recur'd  "^  from  fraile  infinnitis." 

J  Bchight,  intrusted.  *  Sead,  seed,  race. 

2  According,  granting.  ®  Assoiled,  absolved. 

3  Aread,  show.  '  Recur'd,  recovered 
*  TJten,  than. 


Lil.  6.  —  Them.']     This  should  be  him,  or  else  traveller,  in  the  fourth 
line,  should  be  travellers. 
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LIIL 

That  done,  he  leads  him  to  the  highest  Mount ; 
Such  one  as  that  same  mighty  Man  of  God, 
That  blood-red  billowes  like  a  walled  front 
On  either  side  disparted  with  his  rod, 
Till  that  his  army  dry-foot  through  them  yod,^ 
Dwelt  forty  dales  upon  ;  where,  wntt  in  stone 
With  bloody  letters  by  the  hand  of  God, 
The  bitter  doome  of  death  and  balefull  mone 
He  did  receive,  whiles  flashing  fire  about  him  shone : 

LIV. 
Or  like  that  sacred  Hill,  whose  head  full  liie, 
Adomd  with  fnjitfuU  ohves  all  arownd. 
Is,  as  it  were  for  endlesse  memory 
Of  that  deare  Lord  who  oft  thereon  was  fownd, 
For  ever  with  a  flowring  girlond  crownd  : 
Or  like  that  pleasaunt  IMount,  that  is  for  ay 
Through  famous  poets  verse  each  where  ^  renownd, 
On  which  the  thrise  three  leamed  Ladies  play 
Their  hevenly  notes,  and  make  flill  many  a  lovely  lay. 

LV. 
From  thence,  far  off  he  unto  him  did  shew 
A  little  patli,  that  was  both  steepe  and  long, 
Which  to  a  goodly  Citty  led  his  vew  ; 
Whose  wals  and  lowTes  were  builded  high  and  strong 
Of  perle  and  precious  stone,  tliat  earthly  tong 
Cannot  describe,  nor  wit  of  man  can  tell ; 

*   Yod,  passed.  *  Each  where,  every  where. 


LIII.  2.  —  Siich  one,  &c.]      A  mount  like  Mount  Sinai,  on  which 
Moses  passed  forty  days.     Ex.  xxiv.  18. 

LIII.  3. —  Blood-red  billowes.']     The  waves  of  the  Red  Sea. 

LIV.  1.  —  Tliat  sacred  Hill.]     Tlie  Mount  of  Olives. 

LIV.  6.1 —  Or  like  that  jilcasauttt  Mount.]     Mount  Parnassus. 
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Too  high  :i  ditty  fur  my  siiiipl*;  soii;^; ! 

The  Citty  of  Uu;  Grcale  King  hight'  it  well, 

Wherein  etcrnail  peace  and  happinesse  doth  dwell. 
J.VJ. 
As  he  thereon  stood  gazing,  he  might  see 
The  hlessed  Angels  to  and  fro  descend 
From  highest  heven  in  gladsome  companee, 
And  with  great  ioy  into  that  Citty  wend, 
As  commonly  ^  as  frend  does  with  his  frend. 
Whereat  he  wondred  much,  and  gan  enquere, 
What  stately  building  durst  so  high  extend 
Her  lofty  towres  unto  the  starry  sphere, 

And  what  unknowen  nation  there  empeopled  were.^ 
LVII. 
"  Faire  Knight,"  quoth  he,  "  Hierusalem  that  is, 
The  New  Hierusalem,  tliat  God  has  built 
For  those  to  dwell  in,  that  are  chosen  his. 
His  chosen  people  purg'd  from  sinful  guilt 
With  prctioLis  blood,  which  cmelly  was  spilt 
On  cursed  tree,  of  that  unspotted  Lam, 
Tliat  for  the  sinnes  of  al  the  world  was  kilt : 
Now  are  they  Saints  all  in  that  Citty  sam,^ 

More  dear  unto  their  God  then  ^  younglings  to  their  dam.'' 
LVIII. 
"  Till  now,"  said  then  the  Knight,  "  I  weened  well, 
That  great  Cleopolis  where  1  have  beene, 
In  which  that  fairest  Far)'  Queene  doth  dwell, 
The  fairest  citty  was  that  might  be  seene ; 
And  that  bright  towTe,  all  built  of  christall  clene,'' 
Panthea,  seemd  tlie  brightest  thing  that  was : 

'  Hight^  was  called.  ^  Empeopled  icerc,  dwelt.  °   Tlien,  than. 

*  Co?n?«07i/(/,  lovingly.  *  Sum,  sa.me.  ®  Clcne,  piue. 


LV.  7.  —  Too  high  a  ditty.}     Too  lofly  a  theme  or  subject. 
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But  now  by  proofe  all  otherwise  I  weene ; 
For  this  gi-eat  Citty  that  does  far  surpas, 

And  this  bright  Angels  towre  quite  dims  that  towre  of  glas." 

LIX. 
"  Most  trew,"  then  said  the  holy  aged  man  ; 
"  Yet  is  Cleopolis,  for  earthly  frame, 
The  fairest  peece  ^  that  eie  beholden  can  ; 
And  well  beseemes  all  Knights  of  noble  name, 
That  covett  in  th'  immortall  booke  of  fame 
To  be  eternized,  that  same  to  haunt. 
And  doen  their  service  to  that  soveraigne  Dame, 
That  glory  does  to  them  for  guerdon  gi'aunt : 

For  she  is  hevenly  borne,  and  heaven  may  iustly  vaunt. 

LX. 
"  And  thou,  fayre  ymp,^  sprong  out  from  English  race, 
How  ever  now  accompted  Elfins  sonne. 
Well  worthy  doest  thy  service  for  her  grace. 
To  aide  a  Virgin  desolate  fordonne.^ 
But  when  thou  famous  victoiy  hast  wonne, 
And  high  emongst  all  Knights  hast  hong  thy  shield. 
Thenceforth  the  suitt  ^  of  earthly  conquest  shonne. 
And  wash  thy  hands  from  guilt  of  bloody  field : 

For  blood  can  nought  but  sin,  and  wars  but  sorrows,  yield. 

LXI. 
"  Then  seek  this  path  that  I  to  thee  presage,^ 
Which  after  all  to  heaven  shall  thee  send  ; 
Then  peaceably  thy  painefull  pilgrimage 
To  yonder  same  Hierusalem  doe  bend, 

'  Peece,  structure.        *   Ymp,  youth.        ^  Fordonne,  distressed. 
*  S^dtt,  pursuit.  *  Prestige,  point  out. 


LIX.  9.  —  And  heaven  may  ivMly  rnunt.]     May  justly  boast  of  licr 
heavenly  origin.  • 

LX.  3.  —  Her  grace,]   i.  e.  the  Faerie  Queenc's. 
VOL.    I.  19 
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Where  is  for  thee  ordaind  u  blessed  end : 
For  thou  einoiigst  those  SainLs,  whom  thou  docst  see, 
Shalt  be  a  Saint,  and  thine  owne  IVations  Frend 
And  Patrone  :  Thou  Suitit  George  shalt  called  bee, 

Saint  George  of  iiiery  England,  the  signe  of  victoree." 
LXII. 
"  Unworthy  wretch,"  quotli  he,  •'  of  so  great  grace, 
How  dare  I  thinke  such  glory  to  attaine  !  " 
"  These,  tliat  have  it  attaynd,  were  in  like  cace," 
Quoth  he,  "  as  wretched,  and  liv'd  in  like  paine." 
"  But  deeds  of  armes  must  I  at  last  be  faine  ^ 
And  Ladies  love  to  leave,  so  dearely  bought  ? " 
"  What  need  of  annes,  where  peace  doth  ay  remaine," 
Said  he,  "  and  battailes  none  are  to  be  fought  ? 

As  for  loose  loves,  they  are  vaine,  and  vanish  into  nought." 
LXlir. 
"  O  let  me  not,"  quoth  he,  '•  then  ttime  againe 
Backe  to  the  world,  whose  ioys  so  fruitlesse  are; 
But  let  me  here  for  aie  in  peace  remaine. 
Or  streightway  on  that  last  long  voiage  fare. 
That  nothing  may  my  present  hope  empare." 
"  That  may  not  be."  said  he,  '•'  ne  maist  thou  yitt 
Forgoe  that  royal  jMaides  bequeathed  care, 
Who  did  her  cause  into  thy  hand  committ. 

Till  fi'om  her  cureed  foe  thou  have  her  freely  quitt."  ^ 

*  Faine,  compelled.  -  Quitt,  delivered. 


LXI.  8.  —  Saint  George.']  The  Saint  Geortje  of  history  was  a  native 
of  Cilicia,  who  flourished  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Julian,  and  was 
adopted  as  the  patron  saint  of  England,  on  account  of  the  supernatural 
aid  he  was  supposed  to  have  rendered  the  crusaders.  The  St.  George 
of  romance  was  a  native  of  England,  of  royal  lineage,  conveyed  away 
by  an  enchantress,  soon  after  his  feirth ;  and  when  grown  up,  he  slew  a 
dragon,  in  Lybia. 
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LXIV. 

"  Then  shall  I  soone,"  quoth  he,  "  so  God  me  grace, 

Abett  that  Virgins  cause  disconsolate. 

And  shortly  back  returne  unto  this  place, 

To  walke  this  way  in  Pilgrims  poore  estate. 

But  now  aread,^  old  Father,  why  of  late 

Didst  thou  behight  ~  me  borne  of  English  blood, 

Whom  all  a  Faeries  sonne  doen  nominate  ?  " 

"  That  word  shall  I,"  said  he,  "  avouchen  good, 

Sith  ^  to  thee  is  unknowne  die  cradle  of  thy  brood. 
LXV. 
"  For  well  I  wote  thou  springst  from  ancient  race 
Of  Saxon  kinges,  that  have  with  mightie  hand. 
And  many  bloody  battailes  fought  in  place. 
High  reard  their  royall  throne  in  Britane  land, 
And  vanquisht  them,  unable  to  withstand  : 
From  thence  a  Faery  thee  unweeting  '^  reft. 
There  as  thou  slepst  in  tender  swadling  band, 
And  her  base  Elfin  brood  diere  for  thee  left : 

Such,  men  do  chaungelings  call,  so  chaung'd  by  Faeries  theft. 
LXVI. 
"  Thence  she  thee  brought  into  this  Faery  lond. 
And  in  an  heaped  furrow  did  thee  hyde ; 
Where  thee  a  ploughman  all  unweeting ''  fond. 
As  he  his  toylesome  teme  that  way  did  guyde. 
And  brought  thee  up  in  ploughman's  state  to  byde, 
Whereof  Gcorgos  he  thee  gave  to  name ; 

'  Armd,  declare.  ^  Sith,  since. 

'  BehigfU,  call.  *  Unweeting,  unknowing. 


LXIV.  9. —  Tfic  cradle  of  thy  liroixL]  The  source  or  race  from 
which  you  spring. 

LXVI.  6. —  Gforffos-I  This  is  a  Greek  word,  signifying  a  farnKT. 
Spenser  has  here  introduced  the  story  of  Tagcs,  wlio  was  found  by  a 
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Till  prickt  with  courage,  and  thy  forces  pryde, 

To  Fary  court  tliou  cani'st  to  seek  for  fame,         [camf." 

And   prove   lliy   puissant   anncs,  as  seemes  thee  best  be- 
LXVll. 
'"O  holy  Sire,"  (juolh  lie,  "  how  shall  I  (jiii'.'Iit  ^ 
The  many  favours  1  with  ihc«;  have  fownd, 
That  hast  my  IVamo  and  Nation  redd  -'  arij^dit, 
And  taught  the  way  that  docs  to  heaven  hownd  ^  !  '' 
This  saide,  adowne  Ik;  lfx)k(;d  to  the  grownd 
To  have  retunid,  but  dazed  wxTe  his  eyne 
Through  passing  brightnes,  which  did  quite  confound 
His  feeble  sence,  and  too  exceeding  shyne."' 

So  darke  are  earthly  thinges  compard  to  things  divine  ! 
LXVIII. 
At  last,  whenas  himselfe  he  gan  to  fynd, 
To  Una  back  he  cast  him  ^  to  retyre  ; 
Who  him  awaited  still  with  pensive  mynd. 
Great  thankes,  and  goodly  meed,  to  that  good  Syre 
He  thens  departing  gave  for  his  paynes  hyre. 
So  came  to  Una,  who  him  ioyd  to  see  ; 
And,  after  little  rest,  gan  him  desyre 
Of  her  Adventure  myndfull  for  to  bee. 

So  leave  they  take  of  Caelia  and  her  Daughters  three. 

>   Quight,  repay.  '  Redd,  declared.  ^  Bovcnd,  lead. 

*  Shyne,  light.  *   Cast  him,  purposed. 


farmer  in  Etruria,  under  a  clod  which  his  plough  had  turned  up.  The 
rustic  education  of  the  Red-cross  Knight  accounts  for  Spenser's  calling 
him  a  "  clownish  young  man"  in  his  letter  to  Sir  "W.  Raleigh,  prefixed 
to  the  poem. 

LXVII.  5. —  ....  looked  to  the  grotmd 

To  hare  retumd.']      He  looked  down   to   the  ground 
with  the  purpose  of  returning. 

LXVIII.  5.  —  For  his  paynes  hijre.']     Recompense  for  his  services. 
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CANTO   XI. 

The  Knight  with  that  old  Dragon  fights 

Two  dayes  incessantly : 
The  third,  him  overthrowes  ;  and  gayns 

Most  glorious  victory. 

1. 
High  time  now  gan  it  wex  for  Una  fayre 
To  thinke  of  those  her  captive  Parents  deare, 
And  their  forwasted  ^  kingdom  to  repayre  : 
Whereto  whenas  they  now  approched  neare, 
With  hartie  wordes  her  Knight  she  gan  to  cheare, 
And  in  her  modest  manner  thus  bespake  ; 
"  Deare  Knight,  as  deare  as  ever  Knight  was  deare, 
That  all  these  sorrowes  suffer  for  my  sake, 

High  heven  behold  the  tedious  toyle,  ye  for  me  take  ! 

II. 
"  Now  are  we  come  unto  my  native  soyle, 
And  to  the  place  where  all  our  pcrilles  dwell ; 
Here  hauntes  that  Feend,  and  does  his  daily  spoyle; 
Therefore  henceforth  bee  at  your  keeping  well, 
And  ever  ready  for  your  foeman  fell : 
The  sparke  of  noble  corage  now  awake, 
And  strive  your  excellent  selfe  to  cxccll : 
That  shall  ye  evermore  nniowmed  make 

Above  all  Knights  on  eardi,  that  batteill  undertake/' 

'   Fvncdstrd,  iiiucli  wasted. 
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III. 

And  pointiiif^  forth,  "  \jo\  yonder  is,"  said  she, 
"  Tliu  br.ison  town;,  in  which  my  Parents  deare 
For  dread  of  that  huge  Feend  emprisond  be  ; 
Whom  I  from  far  see  on  the  walles  appeare, 
Whose  sii^dit  my  feeble  soiile  doth  "greatly  clieare : 
And  on  the  top  of  all  I  do  espye 
The  watchman  wayting  tydings  glad  to  heare ; 
That,  O  my  Parents,  might  I  happily 

Unto  you  bring,  to  ease  you  of  your  misery  !  " 

IV. 
With  that  they  heard  a  roaring  hideous  sownd, 
That  all  the  ayre  with  terror  filled  wyde, 
And  seemed  uneath  ^  to  shake  the  stedfast  frround. 
Eftsoones^  that  dreadful  Dragon  they  espyde, 
Where  stretcht  he  lay  upon  the  sunny  side 
Of  a  great  hill,  himselfe  like  a  great  hill : 
But,  all  so  soone  as  he  from  far  desciyde 
Those  glistring  amies  that  heven  witli  liglit  did  fill, 

He  rousd  himselfe  full  blyth,  and  hastned  them  untill.^ 

V. 
Then  badd  the  Knight  his  Lady  yede  ^  aloof, 
And  to  an  hill  herselfe  withdraw  asyde; 
From  whence  she  might  behold  that  battailles  ptTX)f5 
And  eke  be  safe  fixDm  daunger  far  descr}'de : 
She  him  obayd,  and  tumd  a  little  wyde.  — 
Now,  O  thou  sacred  jMuse,  most  learned  dame, 
Fayre  ympe^  of  Phoebus  and  his  aged  bryde, 

*  Uneath,  beneath.        ^  Eftsoones,  immediately.        ^  I'ntill^  unto. 
*   Yede,  go.  °   Ympe,  child. 


III.  8. —  That,  0  mil  Parents,  &.C.]     That  is,  which  tidings. 

V.  7.  —  Fayre  ympe  of  Phcebus,  &c.]    The  Muses  are  generally  sup- 


C.  XI.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  223 

The  nourse  of  time  and  everlasting  fame, 
That  warlike  handes  ennoblest  with  immortall  name ; 
VI. 
O,  gently  come  into  my  feeble  brest, 
Come  gently  ;  but  not  with  that  mightie  rage, 
Wherewith  the  martiall  troupes  thou  doest  infest. 
And  hartes  of  great  heroes  doest  enrage, 
That  nought  their  kindled  corage  may  aswage : 
Soone  as  thy  dreadfuU  trompe  begins  to  sownd, 
The  god  of  warre  with  his  fiers  equipage 
Thou  doest  awake,  sleepe  never  he  so  so^vnd ; 
And  scared  nations  doest  with  horror  steme  astownd. 
VII. 
Fayre  goddesse,  lay  that  fuiious  fitt  ^  asyde. 
Till  I  of  warres  and  bloody  Mars  doe  sing. 
And  Bryton  fieldes  with  Sarazin  blood  bedyde, 
Twixt  that  great  Faery  Queene  and  Paynim  King, 
That  with  their  horror  heven  and  earth  did  ring ; 
A  worke  of  labour  long,  and  endlesse  prayse : 
But  now  awhile  lett  downe  that  haughtie  -  string, 
And  to  my  tunes  thy  second  tenor  rayse, 
That  I  this  Man  of  God  his  godly  armes  may  blaze.^ 

'  Fitt,  strain.        ^  Haughtie,  high-toned.         '  Blaze,  celebrate. 


posed  to  have  been  the  daughters  of  Jupiter,  and  not  of  Apollo,  as 
Spenser  represents  them.  The  "aged  bryde"  is  Mnemosyne,  or 
Memory,  who,  according  to  all  accounts,  was  the  mother  of  the  Muses. 

VII.  2.  —  Till  I  of  warres,  &c.'\  Spenser  once  or  twice  gives  inti- 
iimtlon  of  a  purpose  of  commemorating  the  wars  between  tlie  Faerie 
Queene  and  the  Paynim  King,  that  is,  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  Philip 
of  S|)ain.  See  verses  to  the  Earl  of  Essex,  prefi.xed  to  tliis  poem  ;  also 
book  I.  canto  XII.  stanza  XVIII.  It  is  supposed  that  this  would  have 
formed  tlie  Kubject  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  last  six  books  of  the 
Faerie  Queene,  iiad  he  lived  to  complete  his  original  design  of  writing 
twelve  books. 

VII.  9.  —  Man  of  God  Ins.]     Man  of  God's. 
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\  III. 

IJy  this,  the  (In-adful  Hca.st  drew  nii^h  to  hand, 
liall'i;  flyiii,!,^  and  hallr  footing  in  his  liastc, 
Tliat  with  Ills  largenesse  measured  much  land, 
And  inad(!  wide  shafiow  under  his  liuge  waste; 
As  mountaine  dotli  the  valley  overcaste. 
Approching  nigh,  he  reared  high  afore 
His  body  monstrous,  hon'ible,  and  vaste ; 
Which,  to  increase  his  wondrous  greatnes  more, 

Was  swoln  with  wrath  and  poyson,  and  with  bloody  gore  ; 

IX. 
And  over  ^  all  with  brasen  scales  was  amid, 
Like  plated  cote  of  Steele,  so  couched  neare 
That  nought  mote  perce ;  ne  might  his  corse  be  harmd 
W^ith  dint  of  swerd,  nor  push  of  pointed  speare: 
W  Inch,  as  an  eagle,  seeing  pray  appeare. 
His  aery  plumes  doth  rouze  full  rudely  dight ; 
So  shaked  he,  that  horror  was  to  heare : 
For;^  as  the  clashing  of  an  amior  bright. 

Such  noyse  his  rouzed  scales  did  send  unto  the  Knight. 

X. 
His  flaggy  ^  winges,  when  forth  he  did  display, 
Were  lil^e  two  sayles,  in  which  the  hollow  wynd 
Is  gathered  full,  and  worketh  speedy  way  : 
And  eke  the  pennes,^  that  did  his  pineons  bynd, 
Were  like  mayne-yardes  with  flying  canvas  lynd ; 
With  which  whenas  him  list  the  ayre  to  beat. 
And  there  by  force  unw^onted  passage  fynd, 

'   Over  all,  all  over.  *  Flnggy,  hanging  loosely  or  in  folds. 

^  Pennes.  feathers. 


IX.  2.  —  So  couched  neare.']     Laid  so  close  to  each  other. 
IX.  5.  —  Which.]     Which  scales. 
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The  cloudes  before  hira  fledd  for  terror  great, 
And  all  the  hevens  stood  still  amazed  with  his  threat. 

XI. 
His  huge  long  tayle,  wownd  up  in  hundred  foldes, 
Does  overspred  his  long  bras-scaly  back, 
Whose  wreathed  boughtes  ^  when  ever  he  unfoldes. 
And  thick-entangled  knots  adown  does  slack, 
Bespotted  as  with  shieldes  -  of  red  and  blacke, 
It  sweepeth  all  the  land  behind  him  farre, 
And  of  three  furlongs  does  but  little  lacke ; 
And  at  the  point  two  stinges  infixed  arre, 
Both  deadly  sharp,  that  sharpest  Steele  exceeden  farre. 

XII. 
But  Stinges  and  sharpest  Steele  did  far  exceed 
The  sharpnesse  of  his  cruel  rending  clawes  : 
Dead  was  it  sure,  as  sure  as  death  indeed, 
What  ever  thing  does  touch  his  ravenous  pawes, 
Or  what  within  his  reach  he  ever  drawes. 
But  his  most  hideous  head  my  tongue  to  tell 
Docs  tremble  ;  for  his  dcepe  devouring  iawes 
Wyde  gaped,  like  the  griesly  mouth  of  hell. 
Through  which  into  his  darke  abysse  all  ravin  "^  fell. 

XIII. 
And,  that  more  wondrous  was,  in  either  iaw 
Three  ranckes  of  yron  teeth  enraunged  were, 
In  which  yctt  trickling  blood,  and  gobbets  raw. 
Of  late  devoiu-ed  bodies  did  appoare  ; 
That  sight  thereof  bredd  cold  congealed  feare : 
Which  to  increase,  and  all  at  once  to  kill, 

'  Boughtes,  folds.  ^  ShieUhs,  scales.  ^  Rarin,  prov. 


XII.  1. —  liut  sthigcs,  &C.']     The  construction  is,  "But   tlu'  siiar[.- 
nesse  of  lii.s  cruel  nMidinir  clawes  did  far  exceed,"  «.Vc. 
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A  f.loiid  of  sirjcKjllicniif,'  suiokr*,  and  .sulphure  scare/ 
Out  of  lii.s  stiiikin!,'  {,''>r;,'<:  '■'  forth  stceiiiwl  still, 

That  all  tli(!  ayrc  alioiit  with  smoke  and  stench  did  fill. 

Xl\ . 
His  hla/iiii;  <!ycs,  like  two  hri^^lil  sliiiiiiii^  shieldes, 
Did  hiirne  with  wrath,  and  spaikl<-d  living  fyrc : 
As  two  hroad  heacons,  sett  in  open  Geldes, 
Send  forth  their  flames  far  off  to  every  shyre,^ 
And  w  arning  give,  that  enemies  conspyre 
With  fire  and  sword  the  region  to  invade ; 
So  flam'd  his  eyne  with  rage  and  rancorous  yre : 
But  far  within,  as  in  a  hollow  glade, 

Tliose  glaring  lampes  were  sett,  that  made  a  dreadfull  shade. 

XV. 
So  dreadfully  he  towardes  him  did  pas, 
Foreliftiug  up  aloft  his  speckled  brest, 
And  often  bounding  on  the  brused  gras, 
As  for  great  ioyance  of  his  new  come  guest. 
Eftsoones  ^  he  gan  advance  his  haughty  crest ; 
As  chaufFed  bore  his  bristles  doth  upreare  ; 
And  shoke  his  scales  to  battaile  ready  drest, 
(That  made  the  Redcrosse  Knight  nigh  quake  for  feare.) 

As  bidding  bold  defyaunce  to  his  foeman  neare. 

XVI. 
The  Knight  gan  fayrely  couch  his  steady  speare, 
And  fiereely  ran  at  him  with  rigorous  might : 
The  pointed  Steele,  arrinng  rudely  theare, 
His  harder  hyde  would  nether  perce  nor  bight, 
But,  glauncing  by,  foorth  passed  forward  right : 
Yet,  sore  amoved  with  so  puissant  push, 

'  Stare,  burning.  •'  5/iyrc,  region  ;  literally,  county 

*  Gorge,  throat.  *  Eftsoones,  immediately. 
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The  wratlifull  Beast  about  him  turned  light, 
And  him  so  rudely,  passing  by,  did  brush 

With  his  long  tayle,  that  horse  and  man  to  ground  did  rush. 

XVII. 
Both  horse  and  man  up  lighdy  rose  againe, 
And  fresh  encounter  towardes  him  addrest : 
But  th'  ydle  stroke  yet  backe  recoyld  in  vaine, 
And  found  no  place  his  deadly  point  to  rest. 
Exceeding  rage  enflam'd  the  furious  Beast, 
To  be  avenged  of  so  great  despight ; 
For  never  felt  his  im^perceable  brest 
So  wondrous  force  from  hand  of  living  wnght ; 

Yet  had  he  prov'd  the  powTe  of  many  a  puissant  Knight. 
XVIII. 
Then,  with  his  waving  wings  displayed  wyde, 
Himselfe  up  high  he  hfted  from  the  ground, 
And  with  strong  flight  did  forcibly  divyde 
The  yielding  ayre,  which  nigh  too  feeble  found 
Her  flitting  ^  parts,  and  element  unsound, 
To  beare  so  great  a  weight :  He,  cutting  way 
With  his  broad  sayles,  about  him  soared  round  ; 
At  last,  low  stouping  with  unweldy  sway, 

Snatcht  up  both  horse  and  man,  to  beare  them  quite  away. 

XIX. 
Long  he  them  bore  above  the  subject  plaine, 
So  far  as  ewghen  ^  bow  a  shaft  may  send ; 
Till  strugo-linn;  strong  did  him  at  last  constraine 
To  let  them  downe  before  his  flightes  end  : 
As  hagard  ^  hauke,  presuming  to  contend 

*  F/j«<»4'-,  fleeting  or  light.     '  £7ro-Acn,  made  of  yew.    '  }lagiird,\\\\di. 


XIX.  1. —  The  9iilijrrt plaine.']     The  plain  which  lay  binonlh  llu-in 
Suhjcct  is  used  in  the  sense  oT  svhjcetus. 
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Will)  liardy  fowle  above  his  liable  mii^Iil,' 
His  \vcari<!  pfniiicfs '■*  all  in  vain*;  doth  sjM.'ud 
To  tmssc  •'  the  pray  Ux)  heavy  for  his  flight ; 

Which,  coinniiiig  down  to  [ground,  does  free  itselfe  by  fight. 

XX. 
He  so  disseized  of  his  gryping  grosse, 
The  Knight  his  thrillant''  speaie  again  assayd 
In  his  hras-platcd  body  to  enibosse,^ 
And  tlin'c  mens  strength  unto  the  stroake  he  layd  ; 
Wherew  ith  tiie  stifFe  beaine  quaked,  as  aflrayd, 
And  glauncing  from  his  scaly  necke  did  glyde 
Close  under  his  left  wing,  then  broad  displayd : 
The  percing  Steele  there  wrought  a  wound  full  wyde, 

That  \\  ith  the  uncouth  ^  smart  the  Monster  lowdly  cr}'de. 

XXI. 
He  cryde,  as  raging  seas  are  wont  to  rore, 
When  wintiy  stonne  his  wrathful  wreck  does  threat ; 
The  rolling  billowes  beate  the  ragged  shore, 
As  "  they  the  earth  would  shoulder  from  her  seat ; 
And  greedy  gulfe  does  gape,  as  "  he  w  ould  eat 
His  neighbour  element  in  his  revenge  : 
Then  gin  the  blustring  brethren  boldly  threat 
To  move  the  world  from  oft'  his  stedfast  heno^e,^ 

And  boystrous  battalia  make,  each  other  to  avenge. 
XXIl. 
The  steely  head  stuck  fust  still  in  his  flesh, 
Till  with  his  cruell  clawes  he  snatcht  the  wood. 
And  quite  asunder  broke  :  Forth  flowed  fresh 

'  Hablc  might,  proper  might.  *  Emhossr^  enclose. 

*  Pounces,  claws.  ^  I'jicouth,  strange. 
••   Tnisse,  bear  aloft.  ">  .is,  as  if. 

*  Thrillant,  piercing,  sharp.  ^  Ilcnire,  hino-e. 


XX.  1.  —  He  so  disseized,  &.c.'\  Literally,  he  so  dispossessed  of  liis 
great  grasping,  or  the  large  object  he  had  grasped.  Disseized  is  a  law 
term,  meanmg  dispossessed. 
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A  gushing  river  of  blacke  gory  blood, 
That  drowned  all  the  land,  whereon  he  stood  ; 
The  streame  thereof  would  drive  a  water-mill : 
Trebly  augmented  was  his  furious  mood 
With  bitter  sence  of  his  deepe  rooted  ill. 

That  flames  of  fire  he  threw  forth  from  his  large  nosethrill. 
XXIII. 
His  hideous  tayle  then  hurled  he  about, 
And  therewith  all  envvrapt  the  nimble  thyes 
Of  his  froth-fomy  steed,  whose  courage  stout 
Striving  to  loose  the  knott  that  fast  him  tyes, 
Hiinselfe  in  streighter  bandes  too  rash  iniplyes,^ 
That  to  the  ground  he  is  perforce  constraynd 
To  throw  his  ryder :  who  can  quickly  ryse 
From  off  the  earth,  with  durty  blood  distaynd. 

For  that  reprochfull  fall  right  fowly  he  disdaynd  ; 
XXIV. 
And  fercely  tooke  his  trenchand^  blade  in  hand, 
With  which  he  stroke  so  furious  and  so  fell, 
Tliat  nothing  seemd  the  puissaunce  could  withstand  : 
Upon  his  crest  the  hardned  yron  fell  ; 
But  his  more  hardned  crest  was  annd  so  well, 
Tliat  deeper  '^  dint  therein  it  would  not  make  ; 
Yet  so  extremely  did  the  bufFe  him  quell, 
That  from  thenceforth  he  shund  the  like  to  take. 

But,  when  he  saw  them  come,  he  did  them  still  foi'sake.'* 
XXV. 
The  Knight  was  wroth  to  see  his  stroke  beguyld, 
And  smot  afjaine  with  more  outrageous  niiixht ; 

'  Imphjcs,  entangles.  •■  Dcvjirr,  deep. 

*  Trcnchaiul,  cuUing.  ■*  Fursiikc,  avoid. 


XXII.  H.  —  Deepc  rooted  ill.]     The  speoi-hcad,  which  still  remained 
in  hia  body. 
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But  backc  againe  the  sparcling  Steele*  rrjcoyld, 

And  U'Sl  not  any  niaiko  where  it  did  liglit, 

As  if  in  adamant  roeke  it  had  lje«-ne  pight.' 

The  IJeast,  impatient  of  his  smarting  wound 

And  of  so  ficicf'  and  forrihl<!  despight, 

Tliought  with  liis  winges  to  stye^  al)Ove  the  ground; 

But  his  late  wounded  wing  unserviceable  found. 
XXVI. 
Then,  full  of  grief  and  anguish  vehement, 
He  lowdly  brayd,  that  like  was  never  heard  ; 
And  from  his  wide  devouring  oven  sent 
A  flake  of  fire,  that,  flasliing  in  his  beard, 
Him  all  amazd,  and  almost  made  afeard  : 
The  scorching  flame  sore  swinged  ^  all  his  face, 
And  through  his  armour  all  his  body  seard,' 
That  he  could  not  endure  so  cmell  cace, 

But  tliought  liis  armes  to  leave,  and  helmet  to  unlace. 
XXVII. 
Not  that  gi-eat  champion  of  the  antique  world, 
Whom  famous  poetes  verse  so  much  doth  vaunt, 
And  hath  for  twelve  huge  labours  high  extold. 
So  many  furies  and  sharpe  fits  did  haunt. 
When  him  the  poysoned  ganuent  did  enchaunt. 
With  Centaures  blood  and  bloody  verses  charmd  ; 
As  did  this  Knight  twelve  thousand  dolours  daunt. 
Whom  fyrie  Steele  now  burnt,  that  erst  ^  him  amid  ; 

That  erst  ^  him  goodly  amid,  now  most  of  all  him  harmd. 

•  Fight,  placed  or  thrust.  -  Stye,  mount.  ^  Sicinged,  singed. 

*  Seard,  burned.  *  Erst,  before. 

XXVII.  6.— With  Centaures  blood,  &c.]  This  alludes  to  the  well- 
known  classical  story  of  the  garment  sent  by  Dejanira  to  Hercules, 
which  had  been  steeped  in  the  blood  of  the  Centaur  Nessus,  and 
which  occasioned  the  death  of  Hercules. 
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XXVIII. 

Faynt,  wearie,  sore,  emboyled/  grieved,  brent,^ 

With  heat,  toyle,  wounds,  amies,  smart,  and  inward  fii'e, 

That  never  man  such  mischiefes  did  torment ; 

Death  better  were  ;  death  did  he  oft  desire ; 

But  death  will  never  come,  when  needes  require. 

Whom  so  dismayd  when  that  his  foe  beheld, 

He  cast  ^  to  suffer  him  no  more  respire. 

But  gan  his  sturdy  sterne  about  to  weld. 

And  him  so  strongly  stroke,  that  to  the  gi'ound  him  feld. 
XXIX. 
It  fortuned,  (as  fayre  it  then  befell,) 
Behynd  his  backe,  unweeting  "*  where  he  stood, 
Of  auncient  time  there  was  a  springing  Well, 
From  which  fast  trickled  forth  a  silver  flood. 
Full  of  great  vertues,  and  for  med'cine  good : 
Whylome,  before  that  cursed  Dragon  got 
That  happy  land,  and  all  with  innocent  blood 
Defyld  those  sacred  waves,  it  rightly  hot  ^ 

The  Well  of  Life ;  ne  yet  his  vertues  had  forgot : 
XXX. 
For  unto  life  the  dead  it  could  restore, 
And  guilt  of  sinfuU  crimes  cleane  wash  away ; 
Those,  that  with  sicknesse  were  infected  sore, 
It  could  recure ;  and  aged  long  decay 
Renew,  as  one  were  borne  that  very  day. 
Both  Silo  this,  and  lordan  did  excell, 
And  ih'  English  Bath,  and  eke  the  German  Spau  ; 

'  Emhoyhil,  scorched.  *  Brent,  humcd.  ^  CWf,  dctormincd. 

■•   Unweeting,  unknowing.  *  Hot,  was  called. 


XXX.  G.  —  lioth  Silo,  «fec.]  "  Silo  "  is  tlic  pool  of  Siloam.  "  Batli  " 
is  the  city  of  that  name  in  England,  and  "  Spau"  is  Spa,  a  celebrated 
watering  place  in  Belgium. 
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Nc  can  Ccpliise,  nor  Hchms,  matcli  lliis  W(,-ll : 
Into  the  same  the  Knii^lit  bark  ovcrllirowcn  fell. 
XXXI. 
Now  gan  the  golden  Phcebus  for  to  steepe 
His  ficrK;  face  in  ])illo\vcs  of  the  west, 
And  his  faint  steedes  watred  in  ocean  deepe, 
Whiles  from  their  ioumall '  labours  they  did  rest ; 
When  that  infernall  Monster,  havin*^  kest^ 
His  wearie  Foe  into  that  living  Well, 
Can  high  advaunce  his  broad  discolourd  brest 
Al)ove  his  wonted  pitch,  with  countenance  fell, 
And  clapt  his  yron  wings,  as  ^  victor  he  did  dwell. 
XXXIl. 
Which  when  his  pensive  Lady  saw  from  farre, 
Great  woe  and  sorrow  did  her  soule  assay,^ 
As  weening  that  the  sad  end  of  the  warre ; 
And  gan  to  Highest  God  entirely  ^  pray 
That  feared  chaunce  from  her  to  tume  away  : 
With  folded  hands,  and  knees  full  lowly  bent. 
All  night  she  watcht ;  ne  once  adowne  would  lay 
Her  dainty  limbs  in  her  sad  dreriment,^ 
But  praymg  still  did  wake,  and  waking  did  lament. 
XXXIIl. 
The  morrow  next  gan  earely  to  appeare, 
That  Titan  rose  to  mnne  his  daily  race ; 
But  earely,  ere  the  morrow  next  gan  reare 
Out  of  the  sea  faire  Titans  deawy  face, 

'  Journall,  daily.  *  Assay,  assail. 

*  Kest,  cast.  Entirchj,  fervently. 

'  As,  as  if.  *  Drcriment,  distress. 


XXX.  8.  —  JVc  can  Cephise,  &c.]     Ccphissus  is  a  river  in  Boeotia  : 
Hebrus,  a  river  in  Thrace — both  memorable  in  classical  story. 
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Up  rose  the  gentle  Virgin  fiom  her  place, 
And  looked  all  about,  if  she  might  spy 
Her  loved  Knight  to  move  his  manly  pace  : 
For  she  had  great  doubt  of  his  safety, 

Since  late  she  saw  him  fall  before  his  enimy. 
XXXIV. 
At  last  she  saw,  where  he  upstarted  brave 
Out  of  the  Well  wherein  he  drenched  lay  : 
As  eagle,  fresh  out  of  the  ocean  wave, 
Where  he  hath  lefte  his  plumes  all  hory  gray, 
And  deckt  himselfe  with  fathers  youthly  gay, 
Like  eyas  ^  hauke  up  mounts  unto  the  skies, 
His  newly-budded  pineons  to  assay. 
And  marveiles  at  himselfe,  stil  as  he  flies : 

So  new  this  new-bome  Knight  to  battell  new  did  rise. 
XXXV. 
Whom  when  the  damned  Feend  so  fresh  did  spy. 
No  wonder  if  he  wondred  at  the  sight. 
And  doubted  whether  his  late  enimy 
It  were,  or  other  new  supplied  Knight. 
He  now,  to  prove  his  late-renewed  might, 
High  brandishing  his  bright  deaw-burning  blade, 
Upon  his  crested  scalp  so  sore  did  smite. 
That  to  the  scull  a  yawning  wound  it  made : 

The  deadly  dint  his  dulled  sences  all  dismaid. 
XXXVI. 
I  wote  not,  whedier  the  revenging  Steele 
Were  hardned  with  that  holy  water  dew 

'  Eijiis,  iicwly-flcdirod. 


XXXIV.  n.  —  Ktw-home  Knight.']      Refreshed  and  vivified  by   the 
well  of  life. 

XXXV.  6.  —  Deaw-burning.]     Brijjht  witli  the  water  of  life  in  which 
it  had  been  steeped. 

20* 
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Wherein  Ik;  fell  ;  or  sliarpcr  edge  did  feele ; 

Or  his  baptized  hands  now  greater  grew  ; 

Or  other  secret  vcriue  did  en.sew  ; 

Els  never  couhl  the  foree  of  fleshly  anne, 

Ne  molten  niettall,  in  his  hlood  emhrew : 

For,  till  that  stownd,'  rould  never  witjht  hlin  harme 

By  sublilty,  nor  slight,  nor  might,  nor  mighty  channe. 
XXXVII. 
The  cniell  wound  enraged  him  so  sore, 
That  loud  he  yelled  for  exceeding  paine  ; 
As  hundred  ramping  lions  seemd  to  rore, 
Whom  ravenous  hunger  did  thereto  constraine. 
Then  gan  he  tosse  aloft  his  stretched  traine, 
And  therewith  scourge  the  buxome  -  aire  so  sore, 
That  to  his  force  to  yielden  it  was  faine  ; 
Ne  ought  his  sturdy  strokes  might  stand  afore, 

That  high  trees  overthrew,  and  rocks  in  peeces  tore : 
XXXVIII. 
The  same  advauncing  high  above  his  head, 
With  sharpe  intended  ^  sting  so  rude  him  smott, 
That  to  the  earth  him  drove,  as  stricken  dead  ; 
Ne  living  wight  would  have  him  life  behott  "* : 
The  mortall  sting  his  angry  needle  shott 
Quite  through  his  shield,  and  in  his  shoulder  seasd,' 
Where  fast  it  stucke,  ne  would  thereout  be  gott : 
The  griefe  thereof  him  wondrous  sore  diseasd, 

Ne  might  his  rancling  paine  with  patience  be  appeasd. 

'  Stmcnd,  blow.  *  Behott,  promised. 

*  Buxamc,  yielding.  *  Scasd,  pierced. 

^  Intended,  stretched  out. 

XXXVI.  8.  —  For,  till  that  stoicnd,  etc.]  It  seems  to  have  escaped 
the  poet's  recollection  tliat  the  dragon  had  been  wounded  by  the 
knight's  spear  in  the  previous  day's  encounter. 
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XXXIX. 
But  yet,  more  mindful!  of  his  honour  deare 
Then  of  the  giievous  smart  which  him  did  wring, 
From  loathed  soils  he  can  him  lightly  reare, 
And  strove  to  loose  the  far  infixed  sting  : 
Which,  when  in  vaine  he  tr\'^de  with  struggeling, 
Inflam'd  with  wrath,  his  raging  blade  he  hefte,^ 
And  strooke  so  strongly,  that  the  knotty  string 
Of  his  huge  taile  he  quite  asonder  clefte ; 

Five  ioints  thereof  he  hewd,  and  but  the  stump  him  lefte. 

XL. 
Hart  cannot  thinke,  what  outrage  and  what  cries, 
With  fowle  enfouldred  ^  sraoake  and  flashing  fire, 
The  hell-bred  Beast  threw  forth  unto  the  skies, 
Tliat  all  was  covered  with  darknesse  dire  : 
Then  fraught  with  rancour,  and  engorged  yre, 
He  cast  ^  at  once  him  to  avenge  for  all ; 
And,  gathering  up  himselfe  out  of  the  mire 
With  his  uneven  wings,  did  fiercely  fall 

Upon  his  sunne-bright  shield,  and  grypt  ^  it  fast  withall. 

XLI. 
Much  was  the  Man  encombred  \\  ith  his  hold, 
In  feare  to  lose  his  weapon  in  his  paw, 
Ne  wist  yett,  how  his  talaunts  to  unfold ; 
Nor  harder  was  from  Cerberus  greedy  iaw 
To  plucke  a  bone,  then  from  his  cmell  claw 
To  reave  by  strength  the  griped  gage  away : 
Thrise  he  assayd  it  firom  his  foote  to  draw, 

'  Hefte,  raised,  '  Cast,  determined. 

*  Enfouldred,  mixed  with  lightning.  *  Grijpt,  seized. 


XLI.fi. —  The  irriped  fforre.]     The  object  lie   liad    grnspcd.     Gaffe 
means  literally  something  pledged  or  pawned. 
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And  tliiisc  ill  vaine  to  draw  it  did  assay  ; 

It  booted  nouglit  to  lliinke  to  robbc  liiin  of  liis  |)ray, 

XMI. 
Tho,'  when  li(!  saw  no  ])owcr  mi^ht  prevaile, 
His  trusty  sword  ho  cald  to  his  last  aid, 
Wherewith  he  rici-sly  did  his  foe  assaile, 
And  double  blowes  about  him  stoutly  laid, 
That  glauncing  fire  out  of  the  yron  plaid ; 
As  sparckles  from  the  andvile  use  to  fly, 
When  heavy  hammers  on  the  wedg  are  swaid ; 
Therewith  at  last  he  forst  him  to  vmty 

One  of  his  grasping  feete,  him  to  defend  thereby. 
XLIII. 
The  other  foote,  fast  fixed  on  his  shield, 
Whenas  no  strength  nor  stroks  mote  him  constraine 
To  loose,  ne  yet  the  warlike  pledg  to  yield  ; 
He  smott  thereat  with  all  his  might  and  maine, 
That  nought  so  wondrous  puissaunce  might  sustaine : 
Upon  the  ioynt  tlie  lucky  Steele  did  light, 
And  made  such  way,  that  hewd  it  quite  in  twaine ; 
The  paw  yett  missed  not  his  minisht^  might, 

But  hong  still  on  the  shield,  as  it  at  fii-st  was  pight.  ^ 
XLIV. 
For  griefe  thereof  and  divelish  despight, 
From  his  infemall  foumace  fourth  he  threw 
Huge  flames,  that  dimmed  all  the  hevens  light, 
Enrold  in  duskish  smoke  and  brimstone  blew : 
As  burning  Aetna  fi-om  his  boyling  stew 
Doth  belch  out  flames,  and  rockcs  in  peeces  broke, 
And  ragged  ribs  of  mountaines  molten  new, 
Enwrapt  in  coleblacke  clowds  and  filthy  smoke, 

That  al  the  land  with  stench,  and  hevcn  with  horror,  choke. 

*  Tho,  then.  -  Minisht,  diminished.  ^  Pight,  fastened. 
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XLV. 

The  heate  whereof,  and  harmefull  pestilence, 

So  sore  hiin  noyd/  that  foist  him  to  retii'e 

A  Uttle  backeward  for  his  best  defence, 

To  save  his  body  fi-om  the  scorching  fire, 

Which  he  from  b.elhsh  entrailes  did  expire.^ 

It  chaunst,  (Etemall  God  that  chaunce  did  guide,) 

As  he  recoiled  backeward,  in  the  mire 

His  nigh  forwearied  feeble  feet  did  sHde, 

And  downe  he  fell,  with  di'ead  of  shame  sore  teri'ifide. 
XLVI. 
There  grew  a  goodly  Tree  him  faire  beside, 
Loaden  with  fruit  and  apples  rosy  redd, 
As  ^  they  in  pure  vermilion  had  been  dide, 
Whereof  great  vertues  over  all  ■*  were  redd  ^ : 
For  happy  life  to  all  which  thereon  fedd, 
And  life  eke  everlasting  did  befall : 
Great  God  it  planted  in  that  blessed  stedd  ^ 
With  his  Almighty  hand,  and  did  it  call 

The  Tree  of  Life,  the  crime  of  our  fii-st  Fathers  fall. 
XLVU. 
In  all  the  world  like  was  not  to  be  fownd, 
Save  in  that  soile,  where  all  good  things  did  grow, 
And  freely  sprong  out  of  the  fruitfrill  grownd, 
As  incorrupted  Nature  did  them  sow, 

'  Koijd,  annoj'ed.  ••  Over  all,  every  where. 

^  Expire,  breathe  out.  *  Redd,  declared. 

'  ^s,  as  if.  '  Stedd,  place. 


XLVI.  9. —  Tlie  Tree  of  Life,  the  crime,  «&c.]  Crime  may  be  here 
used  in  tlie  sense  of  reproach,  and  tiie  meaning  be,  tliat  the  tree  of  life, 
wliich  Adam  might  have  eaten,  had  he  remained  innocent,  reproached 
him  for  his  fall ;  or  it  may  mean  tiiat  tlie  great  evil  of  Adam's  crime 
was  the  loss  of  the  tree  of  life  to  him  and  his  posterity. 
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Till  tliiit  (Ircdd  Diaj^oii  all  did  overthrow. 
Anotlicr  like  fain;  Trec!  cko  <;rcw  tlicrchy, 
WJKML'or  whoso  did  cat,  eftscxjiies  '  did  know 
Both  ffood  and  ill :  O  inournfull  memory! 

That  Tree  through  one  Alans  fault  hath  doen  us  all  to  dy  ! 
XIAIII. 
From  that  fu-st  Tree  forth  fiowd,  as  from  a  well, 
A  trickling  streaine  of  balme,  most  soveraine 
And  dainty  dearc,^  which  on  the  ground  still  fell, 
And  overflowed  all  the  fertile  plaine. 
As  ^  it  had  deawed  bene  with  timely  raine  : 
Life  and  long  health  that  gracious  ointment  gave  ; 
And  deadly  wounds  could  heale ;  and  reare  againe 
The  senceless  corse  appointed  for  the  grave : 

Into  that  same  he  fell,  which  did  from  death  him  save. 
XLIX. 
For  nigh  thereto  the  ever-damned  Beast 
Durst  not  approch,  for  he  was  deadly ''  made, 
And  al  that  life  preserved  did  detest ; 
Yet  he  it  oft  adventur'd  to  invade. 
By  this  the  drouping  Day-light  gan  to  fade. 
And  yield  his  rowme  to  sad  succeeding  Night, 
Who  with  her  sable  mantle  gan  to  shade 
The  face  of  earth  and  wayes  of  living  wight, 

And  high  her  burning  torch  set  up  in  heaven  bright. 

L. 
When  gentle  Una  saw  the  second  fall 
Of  her  deare  Knight,  who,  weary  of  long  fight 
And  faint  through  losse  of  blood,  moov'd  not  at  all, 
But  lay,  as  in  a  dreame  of  deepe  delight, 

'  Eftsoones,  immediately.  *  Dainty  dcnre,  precious. 

'  As,  as  if.  *  Deadly,  for  deadly  or  destructive  purposes. 
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Besmeard  with  pretious  balme,  whose  vertuous  might 
Did  heale  his  woundes,  and  scorching  heat  alay ; 
Againe  she  stricken  was  with  sore  af&ight, 
And  for  his  safetie  gan  devoutly  pray, 

And  watch  the  noyous  ^  night,  and  wait  for  ioyous  day. 

LI. 
The  ioyous  day  gan  early  to  appeare ; 
And  fayre  Aurora  from  the  deawy  bed 
Of  aged  Tithone  gan  herselfe  to  I'eare 
With  rosy  cheekes,  for  shame  as  blusliing  red : 
Her  golden  locks,  for  hast,  were  loosely  shed 
About  her  eares,  when  Una  her  did  marke 
Clymbe  to  her  charet,  all  with  flowers  spred. 
From  heven  high  to  chace  the  chearelesse  darke  ; 

With  mery  note  her  lowd  salutes  the  mountmg  larke. 

LII. 
Then  fi-eshly  up  arose  the  doughty  Knight, 
All  healed  of  his  harts  and  woundes  wide, 
And  did  himselfe  to  battaile  ready  dight ; 
Whose  early  Foe  awaiting  him  beside 
To  have  devourd,  so  soone  as  day  he  spyde. 
When  now  he  saw  himself  so  freshly  reare. 
As  if  late  fight  had  nought  him  damnifyde,^ 
He  woxe  dismaid,  and  gan  his  fate  to  feai'e ; 

Nathlesse  with  wonted  rage  he  him  advaunced  neare  ; 

Lin. 
And  in  his  fii-st  encounter,  gaping  Myde, 
He  thought  attonce  him  to  have  swallowd  quight, 
And  rusht  upon  him  with  ontragious  pr}'de  ; 
Who  him  rencountuig  fierce,  as  hauke  in  flight. 
Perforce  rebutted  ^  back  :  The  weapon  bright, 
Taking  advantage  of  his  open  iaw, 

'  jXoyous,  bideful.  *  Dainnifijdc,  injured.  =>  Rebutted,  repelled. 
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Ran  through  his  iiiouih  with  so  iniportuno  ^  might, 
Th;it  (lei'po  einpoi-st  liis  darksoiii  hollow  inaw, 

And,  back  retyrd,-  his  life  blood  forth  \viili;ill  did  draw. 

LIV. 
So  downe  he  fell,  and  forth  his  life  did  breath, 
That  vanisht  into  smoke  and  cloudes  swift ; 
So  downe  he  fell,  that  th'  earth  him  underneath 
Did  grone,  as  feeble  so  great  load  to  lift; 
So  downe  he  fell,  as  an  huge  rocky  clift. 
Whose  false  ^  foundacion  waves  have  washt  away, 
With  dreadiuU  poyse''  is  from  the  mayneland  rift, 
And,  rolling  downe,  great  Neptune  doth  dismay : 

So  downe  he  fell,  and  like  an  heaped  mountaine  lay. 

LV. 
The  Knight  himselfe  even  trembled  at  his  fall, 
So  huge  and  horrible  a  masse  it  seemd ; 
And  his  deare  Lady,  that  beheld  it  all. 
Durst  not  approch  for  dread  which  she  misdeemd  ; 
But  yet  at  last,  whcnas  the  direfull  Feend 
She  saw  not  stirre,  otF-shaking  vaine  affright 
She  nigher  drew,  and  saw  that  ioyous  end : 
Then  God  she  praysd,  and  thankt  her  faithfull  Knight, 

That  had  atchievde  so  great  a  conquest  by  liis  might.* 

*  Impdrtune,  extreme.  ^  False,  infirm. 

*  Retijrd,  drawn.  *  Poyse,  force  or  weight. 


LV.  4.  —  For  dread,  which  she  misdeemd.]     For  fear  lest  tlie  dragon 
should  revive,  which  fear  was  groundless. 


*  The  refreshing  and  restoring  influences  of  the  well,  and  the  tree 
of  life,  e.xperienced  by  the  knight  in  his  encounter  with  the  dragon, 
are  susceptible  of  an  obvious  allegorical  interpretation.  In  tlic  legend- 
ary history  of  St.  George,  he  is  strengthened  with  the  fruit  of  a  goodly 
tree,  which  no  venomous  creature  could  approach. 
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CANTO  XII. 

Fayre  Una  to  the  Redcrosse  Knight 

Betrouthed  is  with  ioy : 
Though  false  Duessa,  it  to  barre, 

Her  false  sleightes  doe  imploy, 

I. 
Behold  I  see  the  haven  nigh  at  hand,  , 
To  which  I  meane  my  wearie  course  to  bend ; 
Vere  the  maine  shete,  and  beare  up  with  the  land, 
The  which  afore  is  fayrly  to  be  kend,^ 
And  seemeth  safe  from  stomis  that  may  offend : 
There  this  fayre  Virgin  wearie  of  her  way 
Must  landed  bee,  now  at  her  ioumeyes  end  : 
There  eke  my  feeble  barke  a  while  may  stay, 
Till  mery^  wynd  and  weather  call  her  thence  away. 
II. 
Scarsely  had  Phosbus  in  the  glooming  east 
Yett  harnessed  his  fyrie-footed  teeme, 
Ne  reard  above  the  earth  his  flaming  creast ; 
When  the  last  deadly  smoke  aloft  did  steeme. 
That  sigue  of  last  outbreathed  life  did  seeme 
Unto  the  watclinnan  on  the  castle-wall, 
Who  thereby  dead  that  balefull  Beast  did  deeme, 

'  Kend,  discerned.  '  Mery,  favorable. 


1.3. —  Vcre  the  maine  s/tcfe,  &c.]     Cliange  the  direction  or  incli- 
nation of  the  mainsail,  and  make  for  the  land. 
VOL.    I.  21 
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And  to  his  I^ord  ami  Lady  lowd  «^aii  rail, 
To  tell  liow  ho  had  sceiic  the  Dnigons  fatall  fall. 

III. 
Uprose  with  hasty  ioy,  and  feeble  speed, 
That  aged  syre,  the  I^ord  of  all  that  land, 
And  looked  forth,  to  weet '  if  trew  indeed 
Those  tydinges  were  as  he  did  understand : 
Which  whcnas  trew  by  tryall  he  out  fond, 
He  badd  to  open  \vydc  his  brasen  gate, 
Which  long  time  had  beene  shut,  and  out  of  bond  ^ 
Proclaynied  ioy  and  peace  through  all  his  state ; 
For  dead  now  was  their  Foe,  which  them  forrayed  ^  late, 

IV. 
Then  gan  triumphant  trompcts  sownd  on  bye, 
That  sent  to  heven  the  ecchoed  report 
Of  their  new  ioy,  and  happie  victory 
Gainst  him,  that  had  them  long  opprest  with  tort,"* 
And  fast  imprisoned  in  sieged  fort. 
Then  all  the  people,  as  in  solemne  feast. 
To  him  assembled  with  one  full  consort, 
Reioycing  at  the  fall  of  that  great  Beast, 
From  whose  etemall  bondage  now  they  were  releast. 

V. 
Forth  came  tliat  auncient  Lord,  and  aged  Queens, 
Arayd  in  antique  robes  downe  to  the  grownd, 
And  sad  habiliments  right  well  beseene  *  : 
A  noble  crew  about  them  waited  rownd 
Of  sage  and  sober  peres,  all  gravely  gownd ; 
Whom  far  before  did  march  a  goodly  band 
Of  tall  young  men,  all  liable  amies  to  sownd,^ 

'    Weet,  learn.  *   Tort,  injury. 

«  Out  of  liont},f orthwMh.  *  LV.srfHf.  becoming,  appropriate. 

3  Forrayed,  ravaged.  *  Soicnd,  to  make  use  of. 
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But  now  they  laurell  braunches  bore  in  hand ; 

Glad  signe  of  victory  and  peace  in  all  their  land. 

VI. 
Unto  that  doughtie  Conquerour  they  came, 
And,  him  before  themselves  prostrating  low, 
Their  Lord  and  Patrone  loud  did  him  proclame. 
And  at  his  feet  their  lawrell  boughes  did  throw. 
Soone  after  them,  all  dauncing  on  a  row. 
The  comely  virgins  came,  with  girlands  dight, 
As  fresh  as  flowi-es  in  medow  green  e  doe  gi'ow, 
When  morning  deaw  upon  dieir  leaves  doth  light ; 

And  in  their  hands  sweet  timbrells  all  upheld  on  hight. 

VII. 
And,  them  before,  the  fry  of  children  yong 
Their  wanton  sportes  and  childish  mirth  did  play. 
And  to  the  maydens  sownding  tymbrels  song 
In  well  attuned  notes  a  loyous  lay, 
And  made  delightfull  musick  all  the  way, 
Untill  they  came,  where  that  faire  Virgin  stood : 
As  fayre  Diana  in  fresh  sommei's  day 
Beholdes  her  nymphes  enraung'd  in  shady  wood, 

Some  wrestle,  some  do  run,  some  bathe  in  christall  flood  ; 
VIII. 
So  she  beheld  those  maydens  meiimeiit 
With  cliearefull  vew ;  who,  when  to  her  they  came, 
Themselves  to  ground  with  gi'acious  humblesse  ^  bent, 
And  her  ador'd  by  honorable  name. 
Lifting  to  heven  her  everlastino;  fame : 
Then  on  her  head  they  sett  a  girlond  grcene. 
And  crowned  her  twixt  cariK^st  and  twixt  game : 
Who,  in  her  self-resemblance  well  hesocne, 

Did  seeme,  such  as  she  was,  a  goodly  IMaiden  Queene. 

'  Humblesse,  luiniility. 
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IX 
And  lifter  all  lln-  raskall  iiinny  '  nm. 
Heaped  toi;ellier  in  nide  raljlenient, 
To  sec  the  face  of  lliat  viclorioiis  Man, 
Whom  all  admired  as  from  heaven  sent, 
And  gaz'd  upon  with  gaping  wondonnent. 
But  when  they  came  when;  that  dead  Dragon  lay, 
Stretclit  on  the  ground  in  monstrous  large  extent, 
The  sight  with  ydle  fcare  did  them  dismay, 

Ne  dui-st  approch  him  nigh,  to  touch,  or  once  assay. 

X. 
Some  feard  and  fledd  ;  some  feard,  and  well  it  faynd  ; 
One,  that  would  wiser  seeme  than  all  the  rest, 
Warnd  him  not  touch,  for  yet  perhaps  remaynd 
Some  lingi'ing  life  within  his  hollow  brest. 
Or  in  his  wombe  might  lurke  some  hidden  nest 
Of  many  dragonettes,  his  fiuitfull  seede ; 
Another  saide,  that  in  his  eyes  did  rest 
Yet  sparckling  fyre,  and  badd  thereof  take  heed  ; 

Another  said,  he  saw  him  move  his  eyes  indeed. 

XI. 
One  mother,  whenas  her  foolehardy  chyld 
Did  come  too  neare,  and  with  his  talants  play, 
Halfe  dead  through  feare,  her  litle  babe  rev}'ld, 
And  to  her  gossibs  -  gan  in  counsell  say ; 
"  How  can  I  tell,  but  that  his  talants  may 
Yet  scratch  my  sonne,  or  rend  his  tender  hand  ? " 
So  diversly  themselves  in  vaine  they  fray  ^ ; 

'  i?a.sArt/i7nan?/,  common  multitude.         ^   Go55/i5,  companions. 
'  Fray,  alarm. 


X.  1.  —  Some  feard,  and  tcell  it  faynd.]     Some  were  afraid,  and  yet 
pretended  not  to  be. 
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Wliiles  some  more  bold  to  measure  him  nigh  stand, 
To  prove  how  many  acres  he  did  spred  of  land. 

XII. 

Thus  flocked  all  the  folke  him  rownd  about ; 

The  whiles  that  hoarie  King,  a\  ilh  all  liis  traine, 

Being  arrived  where  that  Champion  stout 

After  his  Foes  defeasaunce  ^  did  remaine, 

Him  goodly  greetes,  and  fayre  does  entertayne 

With  princely  gifts  of  yvory  and  gold, 

And  thousand  thankes  him  yeeldes  for  all  his  paine. 

Then  when  his  Daughter  deare  he  does  behold, 
Her  dearely  doth  imbrace,  and  kisseth  manifold. 
XIII. 

And  after  to  his  pallace  he  them  bringes. 

With  shaumes,  and  trompets,  and  with  clarions  sweet ; 

And  all  the  way  the  ioyous  people  singes. 

And  with  their  ganments  strowes  the  paved  street ; 

Whence  mounting  up,  they  fynd  purveyaunce  meet 

Of  all,  that  royall  princes  court  became ; 

And  all  the  floore  was  undemeath  their  feet 

Bespredd  with  costly  scarlott  of  great  name,^ 
On  which  they  lowly  sitt,  and  fitting  purpose  ^  frame. 

XIV. 

What  needes  me  tell  their  feast  and  goodly  guize,* 

In  which  was  nothing  riotous  nor  vaine  ? 

What  needes  of  dainty  dishes  to  devize. 

Of  comely  services,  or  courtly  trayne  ? 

My  narrow  leaves  cannot  in  them  contayne 

The  large  discourse  of  roiull  [irinccs  stat(\ 

Yet  was  their  manner  then  but  bare  and  playne ; 

•  Dffeasauncc,  defeat.  ^  Purpose,  discourse. 

'  JVamc,  value.  *  Gj/jic,  nuiniier  of  entertainment. 

21* 
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For  tir  liiitiijiu;  world  cxcesse  and  prydc;  did  hate: 
Such  proud  luxurious  ponipc  is  swollen  up  but  late. 

XV. 
Tlifii,  when  with  meatos  and  drinkes  of  every  kinde 
Their  fervent  api)etites  they  quenched  had, 
That  auncicnt  Lord  gan  fit  occasion  finde, 
Of  .stnuin;4e  adventures,  and  of  perils  sad 
Which  in  his  travel!  him  befallen  had, 
For  to  deiiiaund  of  his  renowmed  guest: 
Who  dien  with  utt'rance  grave,  and  count'nance  sad, 
From  poynt  to  poynt,  as  is  before  exprest, 
Discourst  his  voyage  long,  according  ^  his  request. 

XVI. 
Great  pleasure,  mixt  w  ith  pittiful  regard, 
That  godly  King  and  Queene  did  passionate,^ 
W^hyles  they  his  pitlifull  adventures  heard ; 
That  oft  they  did  hunent  his  lucklesse  state, 
And  often  blame  the  too  importune^  fate 
That  heapd  on  him  so  many  wrathful!  wTeakes  ^ ; 
(For  never  gentle  Knight,  as  he  of  late. 
So  tossed  was  in  fortunes  cruell  freakes ;) 
And  all  the  while  salt  teares  bedeawd  tlie  hearers  cheaks. 
XVII. 
Then  sayd  that  royall  pere  in  sober  wise ; 
"  Deare  sonne,  great  beene  the  evils  wliich  ye  bore 
From  first  to  last  in  your  late  enterprise, 
That  I  no'te  whether  praise  or  pitty  more : 
For  never  living  man,  I  weene,  so  sore 

1  According,  granting.  '  Importune,  cruel. 

^  PcLssionate,  feelingly  express.  *   Wreakcs,  afflictions. 


XVII.  4. —  77(0^  /  no'te,  &«.]     That  I  do  not  know  whetlier  to  praise 
or  pity  them  more. 
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In  sea  of  deadly  daungers  was  distrest : 
But  since  now  safe  ye  seised  have  the  shore, 
And  well  arrived  are,  (High  God  be  blest !) 

Let  us  devize  of  ease  and  everlasting  rest." 
XVIII. 
''Ah  dearest  Lord,"  said  then  that  doughty  Knight, 
'  Of  ease  or  rest  I  may  not  yet  devize ; 
For  by  the  faith,  which  I  to  armes  have  plight, 
I  bownden  am  streight  after  this  emprize. 
As  that  your  Daughter  can  ye  well  advize, 
Backe  to  retourae  to  that  great  Faery  Queene, 
And  her  to  serve  sixe  yeares  in  warlike  wize. 
Gainst  that  proud  PajTiim  King  that  works  her  teene^ : 

Therefore  I  ought  crave  pardon,  till  I  there  have  beene." 

XIX. 
"  L^nhappy  falls  that  hard  necessity," 
Quoth  he,  "  the  troubler  of  my  happy  peace. 
And  vowed  foe  of  my  felicity ; 
Ne  I  against  the  same  can  justly  preace.^ 
But  since  that  band  ye  cannot  now  release, 
Nor  doen  undo,  (for  vowes  may  not  be  vayne,) 
Soone  as  the  terme  of  those  six  yeares  shall  cease, 
Ye  then  shall  hether  backe  rctoume  agayne. 

The  marriage  to  accomplish  vowd  betwixt  you  twayn : 

XX. 
"  Whicli,  for  my  part,  I  covet  to  pcrfomie, 
In  sort  ^  as  through  the  world  I  did  proclame, 
That  whoso  kild  that  Monster  most  defonne, 
And  lilin  in  hardy  battayle  overcame, 

*   Tccnc,  hiiriii.  "  Preace,  remonstrate.  '  Jn  sort,  inasmuch  as. 


XVIII.  8. —  Gainst  that  proud  Paijnim  King.']     See   tlie   scvcntli 
stanza  of  the  preceding  canto. 
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Should  have  mine  oiicly  Daughter  lo  his  Dame, 
And  of  my  kingdome  hcyre  apparduni  bee : 
Therefore  since  now  to  thee  perteynes  the  same, 
By  dew  desert  of  nohle  chevalree, 

Both  Daughter  and  eke  Kingdome  lo !  I  yield  to  thee." 
XXI 
Then  forUi  he  called  that  his  Daughter  fayre, 
The  fairest  Un',  hb  onely  Daughter  deare, 
His  onely  Daughter  and  his  onely  hayre ; 
Who  forth  proceeding  with  sad  sober  cheare. 
As  bright  as  doth  the  morning  starre  appeare 
Out  of  the  east,  with  flaming  lockes  bedight. 
To  tell  that  daNvning  day  is  drawing  neare, 
And  to  the  world  does  bring  long-wished  hght: 

So  faire  and  fresh  that  Lady  shewd  herselfe  in  sight : 
XXII. 
So  laire  and  fresh,  as  freshest  flowre  in  May ; 
For  she  had  layd  her  moumefuU  stole  aside, 
And  widow-like  sad  wimple  throwne  away, 
Wherewith  her  heavenly  beautie  she  did  hide, 
Whiles  on  her  wearie  ioumey  she  did  ride  ; 
And  on  her  now  a  garment  she  did  weare 
All  lilly  white,  withoutten  spot  or  pride, 
That  seemd  like  silke  and  silver  woven  neare ; 

But  neither  silke  nor  silver  therein  did  appeare. 
XXIII. 
The  blazing  brightnesse  of  her  beauties  beame. 
And  glorious  light  of  her  sunshyny  face, 
To  tell,  were  as  to  strive  against  the  streame  : 
My  ragged  rimes  are  all  too  rude  and  bace 

XXII.  3. —  JFimple]  This  word  is  generally  used  to  denote  a 
plaited  linen  cloth  worn  by  nuns  about  the  neck;  it  also  means  a 
hood. 
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Her  heavenly  lineaments  for  to  enchace. 
Ne  wonder ;  for  her  own  deare  loved  Knight, 
All '  were  she  daily  with  himselfe  in  place, 
Did  wonder  much  at  her  celestial  sight : 

Oft  had  he  seene  her  faire,  but  never  so  faire  dight. 
XXIV. 
So  faii-ely  dight  when  she  in  presence  came, 
She  to  her  Syre  made  humble  reverence, 
And  bowled  low,  that  her  right  well  became. 
And  added  grace  unto  her  excellence  : 
Who  with  great  wisedome  and  grave  eloquence 
Thus  gan  to  say  —  But,  eare  he  thus  had  sayd, 
With  flying  speede,  and  seeming  great  pretence, 
Came  running  in,  much  like  a  man  dismayd, 

A  Messenger  with  letters,  which  hb  message  sayd. 
XXV. 
All  in  the  open  hall  amazed  stood 
At  suddeinnesse  of  that  unwary  ^  sight. 
And  wondred  at  his  breathlesse  hasty  mood : 
But  he  for  nought  would  stay  his  passage  right, 
Till  fast  before  the  King  he  did  alight ; 
Where  falling  flat  great  humblesse  ^  he  did  make. 
And  kist  the  ground  whereon  his  foot  was  pight  ^ ; 
Then  to  his  handes  that  writt  ■'  he  did  betake, 

Which  he  disclosing,  read  thus,  as  the  paper  spake ; 
XXVI. 
"  To  thee,  most  mighty  King  of  Eden  fayre. 
Her  greeting  sends  in  these  sad  lines  addrest 
Thn  wofuU  Daughter  and  forsaken  Heyre 
Of  that  great  Emperour  of  all  the  West ; 

»  M,  althoufrh.  •«  Pi<rht,  placed. 

'  Unwnrij,  iinf-xpcctod.  *   Writt,  written  paper. 

'  Ilumblcssf,  reverence. 
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And  l)i(l.s  tlu'f  Ik;  ;i(l\i/.<(l  for  tin;  hi-st, 
Ere  thou  lliy  Daii;^litcr  liiic.k,  in  holy  band 
Of  wedlcw.kc,  to  that  n<;\v  iiiiknowcn  Guest : 
For  he  already  plit^dited  his  rii^lit  liand 

Unto  another  love,  and  to  another  land. 
XXVII. 
"  To  nic,  sad  Mayd,  or  rather  Widow  sad, 
He  was  affyaunced  long  time  before, 
And  sacred  pledsfes  he  both  gave,  and  had, 
False  eiTaunt  Knight,  infamous,  and  forswore ! 
Witnesse  the  burning  altars,  which  he  swore, 
And  guilty  heavens  of  his  bold  periury ; 
Which  though  he  hath  polluted  oft  of  yore, 
Yet  I  to  them  for  iudgement  iust  doe  fly. 

And  them  coniure  t'  avenge  this  shameful!  iniury ! 
XXVIII. 
"  Therefore  since  mine  he  is,  or  fi'ee  or  bond, 
Or  false  or  trew,  or  living  or  else  dead. 
Withhold,  O  sovera}Tie  Prince,  your  hasty  bond 
From  Icnitting  league  with  him,  I  you  aread  ^ ; 
Ne  weene  my  right  with  strength  adowne  to  tread, 
Through  weaknesse  of  my  widowhed  or  woe : 
For  Truth  is  strong  her  rightfull  cause  to  plead. 
And  shall  finde  friends,  if  need  requireth  soe. 

So  bids  thee  well  to  fare,-  thy  neither  friend  nor  foe, 

"FlDESSA." 

XXIX. 
When  he  these  bitter  bjting  wordes  had  red, 
The  tydings  straunge  did  him  abashed  make, 
That  still  he  sate  long  time  astonished, 

Jiread,  advise.  ^  Well  to  fare,  farewell. 


XXVII.  5.—  ]Vhich,  &c.]     By  which. 
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As  in  great  muse,  ne  word  to  creature  spake. 
At  last  his  solemn  silence  thus  he  brake, 
With  doubtful!  eyes  fast  fixed  on  his  Guest ; 
"  Redoubted  Knight,  that  for  myne  only  sake 
Thy  life  and  honor  late  adventurest ; 

Let  nought  be  hid  from  me,  that  ought  to  be  exprest. 

XXX. 
"  What  meane  these  bloody  vows  and  idle  threats, 
Throwne  out  from  womanish  impatient  mynd  ? 
What  hevens  ?  what  altars  ?  what  enraged  heates, 
Here  heaped  up  with  termes  of  love  unkynd, 
My  conscience  cleare  with  guilty  bands  would  bynd  ? 
High  God  be  witnesse,  that  I  guiltlesse  ame ' 
But  if  yourselfe.  Sir  Knight,  ye  faulty  fynd, 
Or  wrapped  be  in  loves  of  former  Dame, 

With  cryme  doe  not  it  cover,  but  disclose  the  same." 
XXXI. 
To  whom  the  Redcrosse  Knight  this  answere  sent ; 
"  My  Lord,  my  King  ;  be  nought  hereat  dismayd, 
Till  well  ye  wote  ^  by  grave  intendiment,** 
What  Woman,  and  wherefore,  doth  me  upbrayd 
With  breach  of  love  and  loialty  betrayd. 
It  was  in  my  mishaps,  as  hiiherwai'd 
I  lately  traveild,  that  unwares  I  strayd 
Out  of  my  way,  through  perils  straungo  and  hard ; 

That  day  should  faile  me  ere  I  had  them  all  declard. 
XXXII. 
"  There  did  I  find,  or  rather  I  was  fownd 
Of  tliis  false  Woman  that  Fidessa  bight, ^ 
Fidessa  bight  ^  die  falsest  Dame  on  grownd, 
Most  false  Duessa,  royall  richly  (light, 

'   JVotc,  know.  '  Intrnilhntnt,  uiuK-rstanclmg. 

'  Ilight,  iiiiined 
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That  easy  was  t'  inveigle  weaker  sight : 
Who  l)y  her  wicked  aits  and  widy  skill, 
Too  false  and  strong  for  earthly  skill  or  might, 
Unwares  me  wrought  unto  her  wicked  will, 

And  to  my  foe  betrayd,  when  least  1  feared  ill." 
XXXIII. 
Then  stepped  forth  the  goodly  royall  Mayd, 
And,  on  the  ground  herselfe  prostrating  low, 
With  sober  countenance  thus  to  him  sayd ; 
"  O  pardon  me,  my  soveraine  Lord,  to  show 
The  secret  treasons,  which  of  late  I  know 
To  have  bene  wrought  by  that  false  Sorceresse : 
Slice,  onely  she,  it  is,  that  earst  ^  did  tlirow 
This  gentle  Knight  into  so  great  distresse, 

That  death  him  did  awaite  in  daily  wretchednesse. 
XXXIV. 
"  And  now  it  seemes,  that  she  suborned  hath 
This  crafty  Messenger  with  letters  vaine,^ 
To  worke  new  woe  and  unprovided  scath,^ 
By  breaking  of  the  band  betwixt  us  twaine ; 
Wherein  she  used  hath  the  practicke  paine* 
Of  this  false  Footman,  clokt  with  simplenesse, 
Whome  if  ye  please  for  to  discover  plaine, 
Ye  shall  him  Archimago  find,  I  ghesse, 

The  falsest  man  alive ;  who  tries,  shall  find  no  lesse." 
XXXV. 
The  King  was  greatly  moved  at  her  speach ; 
And,  all  with  suddein  indignation  fraight,^ 
Bad  on  that  Messenger  rude  hands  to  reach. 


'  Earst,  before.  *  Vaine,  idle. 

^  Unprovided  scath,  unforeseen  mischief. 

*  Practicke  paine,  practice  and  endeavor.         *  Fraight,  filled. 
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Eftsoones    the  gard,  which  on  his  state  did  wait, 
Attacht  that  Faytor  ^  false,  and  bound  him  strait : 
Who  seeming  sorely  chaufFed  at  his  band, 
As  chained  beare  whom  cruell  dogs  doe  bait, 
With  ydle  force  did  faine  them  to  withstand ; 

And  often  semblaunce  made  to  scape  out  of  their  hand. 
XXXVI. 
But  they  him  layd  full  low  in  dungeon  deepe, 
And  bound  him  hand  and  foote  with  yron  chains ; 
And  with  continual  watch  did  warely  keepe. 
Who  then  would  thinke,  that  by  his  subtile  trains 
He  could  escape  fowle  death  or  deadly  pains  ? 
Thus,  when  that  Princes  wrath  was  pacifide, 
He  gan  renew  the  late  forbidden  bains,^ 
And  to  the  Knight  his  Daughter  dear  he  tyde 

With  sacred  rites  and  vowes  for  ever  to  abyde. 
XXXVII. 
His  owne  two  hands  the  holy  knotts  did  knitt. 
That  none  but  death  for  ever  can  divide ; 
His  owne  two  hands,  for  such  a  turne  most  fitt, 
The  housling^  fire  did  kindle  and  provide, 
And  holy  water  thereon  sprinckled  wide  ; 
At  which  the  bushy  teade  •''  a  groome  did  light. 
And  sacred  lamp  in  secret  chamber  hide, 
Where  it  should  not  be  quenched  day  nor  night. 

For  feare  of  evil  fates,  but  burnen  ever  bright. 

'  Eftsoones,  immediately.  *  Housling,  sacramental. 

*  Fuijtor,  evil-doer.  *  Tcade,  torch. 

3  BaiTis,  bans. 


XXXVII.  6.  —  liiisliij.]  The  torches  burned  at  the  marriarres  of  the 
ancients  were  made  of  bunches  of  thorns,  or  of  splitted  pine,  tied 
together. 
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XXXVIII. 

Thon  gan  they  sprinckU;  all  llio  j)o.sLs  with  wine, 
And  made  great  feast  to  solemnize  that  day : 
They  all  perfumde  with  frankincense  divine, 
And  precious  odoure  fetcht  from  far  away, 
That  all  the  house  did  sweat  with  great  aray: 
And  all  the  while  swecte  musicke  did  apply 
Her  curious  skill  the  warhling  notes  to  play, 
To  drive  away  the  dull  melancholy  ; 

The  whiles  one  sung  a  song  of  love  and  iollity. 
XXXIX. 
During  the  which  there  was  an  heavenly  noise 
Heard  sownd  through  all  the  pallace  pleasandy. 
Like  as  it  had  bene  many  an  angels  voice 
Singing  before  th'  Etemall  Maiesty, 
In  their  trinall  triplicities  on  hye : 
Yett  wist  no  creature  whence  that  hevenly  sweet 
Proceeded,  yet  each  one  felt  secretly 
Himselfe  thereby  refte  of  his  sences  meet. 

And  ravished  with  rare  impression  in  his  sprite. 

XXXIX.  5.  —  Trinall  triplicities.']  Some  of  the  Christian  Fathers 
have  considered  that  there  were  various  ranks  and  degrees  among  the 
angela  in  heaven.  One  of  them  divides  them  into  three  hierarchies, 
with  various  orders  in  each  hierarchy  -.  in  the  first  are  seraphim,  cheru- 
bim, and  thrones  ;  in  the  second,  dominions,  mights,  and  powers;  in  tJie 
third,  principalities,  archangels,  and  angels.  INIilton  has  an  allusion  to 
the  same  triple  division  — 

"  the  mighty  regencies 

Of  Seraphim,  and  Potentates,  and  Thrones 

In  their  triple  degrees." 

Par.  Lost,  book  v.  750. 
Tasso  also  has 

"  A  Battel  round  of  Squadrons  three,  tliey  shew. 
And  all  by  threes  those  Squadrons  ranged  were." 

Jer.  Del.,  canto  xviii.  stanza  96.  —  Fairfax's  Trans. 
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XL. 

Great  ioy  was  made  that  day  of  young  and  old. 
And  solemne  feast  proclaymd  throughout  the  land, 
That  their  exceeding  merth  may  not  be  told : 
Suffice  it  heare  by  signes  to  understand 
The  usuall  ioycs  at  knitting  of  loves  band. 
Thrise  happy  man  the  Knight  himselfe  did  hold, 
Possessed  of  his  Ladies  hart  and  hand ; 
And  ever,  when  his  eie  did  her  behold. 

His  heart  did  seeme  to  melt  m  pleasures  manifold. 
XLl. 
Her  ioyous  presence,  and  sweet  company, 
In  full  content  he  there  did  long  enioy ; 
Ne  wicked  envy,  ne  vile  gealosy, 
His  deare  delights  were  liable  to  annoy : 
Yet  swimming  in  that  sea  of  blisfuU  ioy. 
He  nought  forgott  how  he  whilome  had  swome, 
In  case  he  could  that  monstrous  Beast  destroy, 
Unto  his  Faery  Queene  backe  to  retourne ; 

The  which  he  shortly  did ;  and  Una  left  to  mourne. 
XLII. 
Now,  strike  your  sailes,  yee  ioUy  mariners. 
For  we  be  come  unto  a  quiet  rode, 
Where  we  must  land  some  of  our  passengers, 
And  light  this  weary  vessell  of  her  lode. 
Here  she  a  while  may  make  her  safe  abode. 
Till  she  repaired  have  her  tackles  spent, 
And  wants  supplide  ;  and  dien  againc  abroad 
On  die  long  voiage  whereto  she  is  bent : 

Well  may  she  speede,  and  faircly  fuiish  her  intent !  * 

*  Tlio  connoction  between  tliis  first  book  of  the  Faerie  Queene  and 
the  remainder  of  the  poem  is  so  slight  tliat  Huglies  conjectures  it  to  be 
a  separate  work  of  itself.     We  do  not  learn  the  particular  enterprises 
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in  whicli  till"  Ilrd-croHH  Kiii({lil  rii{ra>r<'(J  alb-r  liiu  marriajjc  wiUi  [Jna,. 
lie  ii|i|HMirit  iiccuNioiinlly  in  the  HubMr(|iifnt  hotikfi,  luiloiily  incidentally, 
and  not  n.s  takin^r  any  part  in  tin-  mam  itctiDn.  Warton  cun«idcr«  it  a 
deffcl  in  the  Kat-ric;  (iiicrni'  that  tlu-  ndvcntun-H,  L'ik<'n  iK-paratfly  as 
tlie  Hiiliject  of  each  sin^rje  b(M>k,  have  not  always  a  mutual  dependence 
upon  each  other,  and  comteijuently  do  not  pro|K-rly  contribute  to  con- 
stitute one  legitimate  poem.  Skill  in  the  citnvtruction  of  the  story  ii 
certainly  not  a  prominent  merit  of  the  poem ;  but,  on  Camplxll  remarks, 
with  as  much  of  beauty  as  trutli,  "There  is  still  a  richness  in  his  ma- 
terials, even  where  their  coherence  is  loose  and  their  disposition  con- 
fused. The  clouds  of  his  allegory  may  seem  to  sjiread  into  shap4.-les8 
forms,  but  they  are  still  the  clouds  of  a  glowing  atmosphere.  Though 
his  story  grows  desultory,  the  sweetness  and  grace  of  his  manner  still 
abide  by  him."  —  Essav  on  Enc.  Poktkv,  p.  107. 


THE    SECOND   BOOK 


THE   FAERIE   QUEENE 

CONTATNING 

THE  LEGEND  OF  SIR  GUYON,  OR  OF  TEMPERAUNCE. 
I. 

JlCiGHT  well  I  wote,^  most  mighty  Soveraine, 
That  all  this  famous  antique  history 
Of  some  th'  ahoundance  of  an  ydle  braine 
Will  iudged  be,  and  painted  forgery, 
Rather  then  matter  of  iust  memory ; 
^ith  ^  none  that  breatheth  ll\ang  aire  doth  know 
Where  is  that  happy  land  of  Faery, 
Which  I  so  much  doe  vaunt,  yet  no  where  show ; 
But  vouch  antiquities,  which  no  body  can  know. 
II. 
But  let  that  man  with  better  sence  advize^ 
That  of  the  world  least  part  to  us  is  red  ^ ; 
And  daily  how  through  hardy  enterprize 
Many  great  regions  are  discovered. 
Which  to  late  age  were  never  mentioned. 

'   JFotc,  know.  '  MvizF.,  boar  in  mind. 

•  Sith,  since.  ♦  Red,  made  known. 
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Who  ever  heard  of  ih'  Indiiiii  I'l-m? 
Or  who  in  venturous  vessell  measured 
The  Amazon  huj^e  river,  now  found  trew  ? 

Or  fiTjilfullcst  Virjfinia  who  did  ever  vow? 

Ill 
Yet  all  these  were,  when  no  man  dirl  them  know, 
Yet  have  li'om  wisest  ages  hidden  heene ; 
And  later  times  thinges  more  unknowne  shall  show. 
Why  then  should  widesse  man  so  much  misweene,^ 
That  nothing  is,  but  that  which  he  hath  scene  ? 
What,  if  within  the  moones  fayre  shining  spheare, 
What,  if  in  every  other  starre  unseene 
Of  other  worldes  he  happily  should  heare  ? 

He  wonder  would  much  more ;  yet  such  to  some  appeare. 

IV. 
Of  Faery  lond  yet  if  he  more  inquyre, 
By  certein  signes,  here  sett  in  sondrie  place, 
He  may  it  fynd ;  ne  let  him  then  admyre. 
But  yield  his  sence  to  bee  too  blunt  and  bace. 
That  no'te  ^  without  an  hound  fine  footing  trace. 
And  thou,  O  fayrest  Princesse  under  sky, 
In  this  fayre  mirrhour  maist  behold  thy  face, 
And  thine  owne  realmes  in  lond  of  Faer)^, 

And  in  this  antique  ymage  thy  great  auncestry. 

V. 
The  which  O  !  pardon  me  thus  to  enfold 
In  covert  vele,  and  \\rapt  in  shadoN\es  light. 
That  feeble  eyes  your  glory  may  behold, 

'  Misweene,  misjudge.         *  JWte,  knows  not,  contracted  from  ne  wott. 


II.  6.  —  ^Vho  ever  heard,  &c.']     That  is,  until  the  present  age. 
IV.  6.  —  Fayrest  Princesse.]     Queen  Elizabeth. 
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Which  ells  could  not  endure  those  beames  bright, 
But  would  bee  dazled  with  exceeding  light. 
O  !  pardon,  and  vouchsafe  with  patient  eare 
The  brave  adventures  of  this  Faery  Knight, 
The  good  Sir  Guyon,  gratiously  to  heare ; 
In  whom  great  rule  of  Temp'raunce  goodly  doth  appears. 
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CANTO   I. 

Guyon,  by  Archimatjc  nbiisd, 

The  Redcrosse  Kniiflit  awaytes  ; 
Fyndes  Mordant  and  Arnavia  slaine 

Witli  Pleasures  poisoned  baytes. 

I. 

That  conning  Architect  of  cancred  guyle, 
Whom  Princes  late  displeasure  left  in  bands, 
For  falsed  letters,  and  suborned  wyle ; 
Soone  as  the  Redcrosse  Knight  he  understands 
To  beene  departed  out  of  Eden  landes. 
To  serve  againe  his  Soveraine  Elfin  Queene : 
His  artes  he  moves,  and  out  of  caytives  handes  ^ 
Himselfe  he  frees  by  secret  meanes  unseene ; 
His  shackles  emptie  lefte,  himselfe  escaped  cleene ; 
II. 
And  forth  he  fares,  full  of  malicious  m}Tid, 
To  worken  mischiefe,  and  avenging  woe, 
Whereever  he  that  godly  Knight  may  fynd, 
His  onely  ^  hart-sore  and  his  onely  ^  foe ; 
Sith  ^  Una  now  he  aVates ''  must  forgoe, 
Whom  his  victorious  handes  did  earst  ^  restore 

*  Caytives  handes,  hands  of  menials  employed  to  keep  him. 

*  Onely,  greatest.  *  Algates,  entirely. 
'  Sith,  since.  *  Earst,  before. 


I.  1.  —  That  conning  Architcct.l  This  is  Archimago,  who  plays  so 
important  a  part  in  the  first  book,  and  who,  at  its  close,  was  left  in 
prison. 
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To  native  cro\Mie  and  kingdom  late  ygoe  ^ ; 
Where  she  enioyes  sure  peace  for  evemiore, 

As  wetherbeaten  ship  anyv'd  on  happie  shore. 

III. 
Him  therefore  now  the  obiect  of  his  spigbt 
And  deadly  food  ^  he  makes :  him  to  offend 
By  forged  treason,  or  by  open  fight, 
He  seekes,  of  all  his  drifte  the  aymed  end : 
Thereto  his  subtile  engins  he  does  bend. 
His  practick  witt  and  his  fayre  fyled  tonge, 
With  thousand  other  sleightes  ;  for  well  he  kend  ^ 
His  credit  now  in  doubtfull  ballaunce  hong : 

For  hardly  could  bee  hurt,  who  was  already  stong. 

IV. 
Still,  as  he  went,  he  craftie  stales  ^  did  lay. 
With  cunning  traynes  him  to  entrap  unwares, 
And  privy  spyals  ^  plast  in  all  his  way. 
To  weete  ^  what  course  he  takes,  and  how  he  fares ; 
To  ketch  him  at  a  vauntage  in  his  snares, 
But  now  so  wise  and  \\ary  was  the  Knight 
By  tryall  of  his  former  harmes  and  cares, 
That  he  descryde,  and  shonned  still,  his  slight : 

The  fish,  that  once  was  caught,  new  bayt  wil  hardly  byte. 

V. 
Nath'lesse  th'  Enchaunter  would  not  spare  his  payne, 
In  hope  to  win  occasion  to  his  will ; 
Which  when  he  long  awaited  had  in  vayne, 

'  Late  yi^oe,  lately.  *  Stales,  baits,  devices. 

2  Food,  fbud.  *  Spijals,  spies. 

3  Kcnd,  knew.  "   Weete,  know. 


III.  9.  —  For  hardlij  could,  &C.']  As  the  knight  had  been  already 
injured  by  him,  he  would  be  on  his  guard,  and  make  it  more  difficult 
to  do  him  any  hurt  a  second  time. 
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He  chaungd  his  myiid  from  one  to  other  ill : 
For  to  all  <^(X)(I  hi!  eniiny  was  still. 
Upon  the  way  him  fortuned  to  meeto, 
Fayre  marching  uiideniealh  a  shady  hill, 
A  goodly  Kiii<j;ht,  all  armd  in  hamesse  meete, 

That  from  his  head  no  j)lar-e  apjH'an'd  to  his  fecte. 
VI. 
His  caniage  was  full  comely  and  upright ; 
His  countenance  demure  and  temperate  ; 
But  yett  so  stenie  and  terrible  in  sight, 
That  cheard  his  friendes,  and  did  his  foes  amate ' : 
He  was  an  Elfin  borne,  of  noble  state 
And  mickle  worehip  in  his  native  land ; 
Well  could  he  tourney,  and  in  lists  debate, 
And  knighthood  tooke  of  good  Sir  Huons  hand, 

WJicn  widi  king  Obcron  he  came  to  Far)'  land. 
VII. 
Him  als  ^  accompanyd  upon  the  way 
A  comely  Palmer,  clad  in  black  attyre. 
Of  rypest  yeares,  and  heares  all  hoarie  gray, 
That  with  a  staffe  his  feeble  steps  did  stire,^ 

'  Jlmale,  daunt.  *  Als,  also.  ^  Stirc,  support. 


VI.  8.  —  Sir  HuoTis  hand.]  This  is  Sir  Huon  of  Bourdcaux,  the  hero 
of  one  of  the  romances  of  chivalry,  bearing  his  name.  He  is  repre- 
sented as  having  been  a  great  favorite  of  Oberon,  the  Fairy  King. 
See  the  abstract  of  this  romance  in  Dunlop's  History  of  Fiction.  The 
adventures  of  Sir  Huon  form  the  subject  of  Wielands' beautiful  poem 
of  Oberon,  known  to  the  Enijlish  reader  by  Mr.  Sotheby's  translation. 

VII.  2.  —  .4  comehj  Palmer.']  Upton  conjectures  that  Sir  Guyon 
represents  the  Earl  of  Essex,  and  the  "comely  Palmer,"  Dr.  Whitgift, 
Spenser's  tutor.  As  to  the  latter,  it  is  as  difficult  to  disprove  as  to 
prove;  but  the  "demure  and  temperate"  Guyon  can  hardly  find  his 
prototype  in  the  fervid  and  impetuous  Essex.  The  Palmer  is  a  type 
of  reason  or  reflection. 


C.    I.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  263 

Least  his  long  way  his  aged  hmbes  should  tire  : 
And,  if  by  lookes  one  may  the  mind  aread, 
He  seemd  to  be  a  sage  and  sober  syre ; 
And  ever  with  slow  pace  the  Knight  did  lead, 
Who  taught  his  trampling  steed  with  equall  steps  to  tread. 

VIII. 
Such  whenas  Archimago  them  did  view. 
He  weened  ^  well  to  worke  some  uncouth  w\\e  : 
Eftsoones,^  untwisting  his  deceiptfull  clew. 
He  gan  to  weave  a  web  of  wicked  guyle ; 
And,  with  faire  countenance  and  flattring  style 
To  them  approching,  thus  the  Knight  bespake ; 
"  Fayre  sonne  of  Mars,  that  seeke  with  warhke  spoyle, 
And  great  atchiev'ments,  great  yourselfe  to  make. 
Vouchsafe  to  stay  your  steed  for  humble  misers  ^  sake." 

IX. 
He  stayd  his  steed  for  humble  misers  ^  sake, 
And  badd  tell  on  the  tenor  of  his  playnt : 
Who  feigning  then  in  every  limb  to  quake 
Through  inward  feare,  and  seeming  pale  and  faynt, 
With  piteous  mone  his  percing  speach  gan  paynt ; 
"  Deare  Lady  !  how  shall  I  declare  thy  cace. 
Whom  late  I  left  in  languorous  ^  constraynt  ? 
Would  God  !  thyselfe  now  present  were  in  place 
To  tell  this  mefull  tale :  Thy  sight  could  win  thee  gi'ace : 

X. 
"  Or  rather  would,  O  !  would  it  so  had  chaunst, 
That  you,  most  noble  Sir,  had  present  beene 

'    Weened,  doterminod.  3  .V/5fr,%Tetclicd  person. 

*  Eftsoones,  immediately.  *  Languorous,  sad. 


VIII.  3.  —  Eftsooiirs,  viitiristlnnr,  &c.]     AI)andoirmg  his  former  plan 
of  treacliery,  ho  began  to  form  a  new  one  against  Sir  Guyon. 
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Wlicii  that  l(!\v(l  lyhauld,  \vitli  vyio  lust  advaunsl,^ 
Laid  first  liis  fillliie  1  lands  on  Vir;fin  cleene,^ 
To  spoyle  her  dainty  corps,^  so  fairc  and  sheene* 
As  on  the  earth,  great  mother  of  us  all, 
With  living  eye  more  fayre  was  never  secne 
Of  Chastity  and  honour  virginall : 

Witnes,  ye  heavens,  whom  she  in  vainc  to  helpe  did  call ! 

XI. 
"How  may  it  be,"  sayd  then  tlic-  Knight  halfe  wroth, 
"That  Knight  should  knighthood  ever  so  have  shent^r  '* 
"  None  but  that  saw,"  quoth  he,  "  \\'Ould  weene  for  troth," 
How  shamefully  that  Mayd  he  did  torment : 
Her  looser  golden  lockes  he  rudely  rent, 
And  drew  her  on  the  ground  ;  and  his  sharpe  sword 
Against  her  snowy  brest  he  fiercely  bent, 
And  direatned  death  with  many  a  bloodie  word ; 

Tounge  hates  to  tell  the  rest  that  eye  to  see  abhord." 

XII. 
Therewith  amoved  from  his  sober  mood, 
"  And  lives  he  yet,"  said  he,  "  that  wrought  this  act? 
And  doen  the  heavens  afford  him  vitall  food  r " 
"  He  lives,"  quoth  he,  "  and  boasteth  of  the  fact, 
Ne  yet  hath  any  Knight  his  courage  crackt." 
"  Where  may  that  treachour*'  then,"  sayd  he,  "  be  found, 
Or  by  what  meanes  may  I  his  footing  tract  ? " 
"  That  shall  I  shew,"  said  he,  "  as  sure  as  hound 

The  stricken  deare  doth  chaleng  ®  by  the  bleeding  wound." 

XIII. 
He  stayd  not  lenger  talke,  but  with  fierce  }Te 

'  Advaunst,  impelled.  *  Slient,  disgraced. 

'^  Cleene,  pure.  *   ff'crnc  far  troth,  take  for  truth. 

3  Corps,  body.  '   Trrachour,  traitor. 

*  Shecnc,  bright.  *  Chaleng,  distinguish. 
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And  zealous  haste  away  is  quickly  gone 

To  seeke  that  Knight,  where  hiin  that  crafty  Squyre 

Supposd  to  be.     They  do  arrive  anone 

Where  sate  a  gentle  Lady  all  alone, 

With  garments  rent,  and  heare  discheveled, 

Wringing  her  handes,  and  making  piteous  mone : 

Her  swollen  eyes  were  much  disfigiu'ed, 

And  her  faire  face  with  teares  was  fowly  blubbered. 

XIV. 
The  Knight,  approching  nigh,  thus  to  her  said ; 
"  Faire  Lady,  through  fowle  sorrow  ill  bedight,^ 
Great  pitty  is  to  see  you  thus  dismayd. 
And  man-e  the  blossom  of  your  beauty  bright : 
Forthy^  appease  your  griefe  and  heavy  plight, 
And  tell  the  cause  of  your  conceived  payne ; 
For,  if  he  live  that  hath  you  doen  despight, 
He  shall  you  doe  dew  recompence  agayne. 

Or  els  his  wrong  with  greater  puissaunce  maintaine." 

XV. 
Which  when  she  heard,  as  ^  in  despightfull  '*■  wise 
She  wilfully  her  soitow  did  augment, 
And  offied  hope  of  comfort  did  despise ; 
Her  golden  lockes  most  cruelly  she  rent. 
And  scratcht  her  face  with  ghastly  dreriment  ^ ; 
Ne  would  she  speake,  ne  see,  ne  yet  be  scene, 
But  hid  her  visage,  and  her  head  downe  bent, 
Either  for  grievous  shame,  or  for  great  teene,^ 

As  if  her  hart  with  sori'ow  had  transfixed  beene : 

'  Bcdiirht,  drossed  or  adorned.  *  Dfspi<rhtfull,  angry. 

'  Forthy,  therefore.  *  Dreriment,  sorrow. 

'  Jls,  as  if.  "  Teene,  grief. 


XIII.  5.  —  ^  irentle  Lady,  &c.]    This  is  Ducssa,  who  reappears  from 
book  I.  canto  VIII. 
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XVI. 
Till  ln-r  thai  Sqiiyre  l)csj)aki' ;  "  .Madauif,  my  Heft*,' 
For  Gods  (Icaro  love  be  not  so  williill  Ix-nt, 
But  doe  vouchsafe  now  to  receive  reliefe, 
The  wliicli  ^food  fortuncj  cloth  to  you  present. 
For  what  bootcs  it  to  weepc  and  to  waynienl^ 
When  ill  is  chaunst,  but  doth  the  ill  increase, 
And  the  weake  minde  witii  double  woe  torment  ?  " 
Wiien  she  hor  S(]uyro  hoard  spcakc,  she  gan  appease 

Her  voluntarie  paine,  and  fcclc  some  secret  ease. 
XVII. 
Eftsoone  3  she  said  ;  "  Ah  !  gentle  trustie  Squyre, 
Wliat  comfort  can  I,  wofuU  wretch,  conceave  ! 
Or  why  should  ever  I  henceforth  desyre 
To  see  faire  heavens  face,  and  life  not  leave, 
Sith  "*  that  false  Traytour  did  my  honour  reave  ^  ? " 
"  False  traytour  certes,"  saide  the  Faerie  Knight, 
"  I  read^  the  man,  that  ever  would  deceave 
A  gentle  Lady,  or  her  wrong  through  miijht : 

Death  were  too  little  paine  for  such  a  fowle  despight.' 
XVIII. 
"  But  now,  fayre  Lady,  comfort  to  you  make, 
And  read**  who  hath  ye  uTought  this  shameflill  plight. 
That  short  revenge  the  man  may  overtake, 
Whereso  he  be,  and  soone  upon  him  light." 
"  Certes,"  said  she,  "  I  wote  not  how  he  hight,^ 
But  under  him  a  gray  steede  he  did  wield. 
Whose  sides  with  dapled  circles  weren  dight  ^  ; 

'  Liffe,  dear.  ®  Read,  declare. 

«  Wmjmcnt,  lament.  '  Despight,  injury. 

3  Eftsoone,  immediately.  *  Higlit,  was  named. 

«  S///(,  since.  '  Weren  dight,  wexe  xazjkeA. 

*  Reave,  take  away. 
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Upright  he  rode,  and  in  his  silver  shield 
He  bore  a  Bloodie  Crosse,  that  quartred  all  the  field." 
XIX. 
"  Now  by  my  head,"  saide  Guyon,  "  much  I  muse,^ 
How  that  same  Knight  should  doe  so  fowle  amis, 
Or  ever  gentle  Damzell  so  abuse  : 
For  may  I  boldly  say,  he  surely  is 
A  right  good  Knight,  and  trew  of  word  ywis  ^ : 
I  present  was,  and  can  it  witnesse  well, 
When  armes  he  swore,  and  streight  did  enterpris^ 
Th'  Adventure  of  the  Errant  Damozell ; 
In  which  he  hath  great  glory  wonne,  as  I  heare  tell. 

XX. 
"  Nathlesse  he  shortly  shall  againe  be  tryde, 
And  faii-ely  quit  him  of  th'  imputed  blame ; 
Els,  be  ye  sure,  he  dearely  shall  abyde. 
Or  make  you  good  amendment  for  the  same : 
All  wrongs  have  mendes,  but  no  amendes  of  shame. 
Now  therefore,  Lady,  rise  out  of  your  paine, 
And  see  the  salving  of  your  blotted  name." 
Full  loth  she  seemd  thereto,  but  yet  did  faine  ; 
For  she  was  inly  glad  her  purpose  so  to  gaine. 
XXI. 
Her  purpose  was  not  such  as  she  did  faine, 
Ne  yet  her  person  such  as  it  was  scene  ; 
But  under  simple  shew,  and  semblant  '^  plaine, 

'  Miisc,  wonder.  ^  Enterpris,  undertake. 

*  Yiois,  surely.  *  Semblant,  outward  appearance. 


XVIII.  0.  —  He  bore  a  Bloodie  Crosse,  &c.]  This  is  the  description 
of  tlie  Red-cross  Knio;lit,  the  hero  of  the  preceding  book. 

XIX.  8.  —  Errant  Damozell.']  Una.  Guyon  saj's  that  he  was  pres- 
ent at  the  court  of  the  Faerie  Quecnc  when  tlic  Red-cross  Knight 
liad  tliis  adventure  assigned  to  him. 
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Liirkt  false  Ducssa  secretly  uns<'ene, 

As  a  cliasie  Vu";^iii  that  had  \vn)ng(.'(l  heene  ; 

So  had  false  Arehiinago  her  flisj^iiysd, 

To  cloko  her  guile  with  soitow  and  sad  teene  ' ; 

And  eke  himsclfe  hari  rniftily  devisd 

To  be  her  S(]uire,  and  do  her  service  well  a^isd.'^ 
XXII. 
Her,  late  forlome  and  naked,  he  had  found 
Where  she  did  wander  in  waste  wildemesse, 
Lurking  in  rockes  and  caves  far  under  tn'ound. 
And  w  ith  greene  mosse  cov'ring  her  nakednesse 
To  hide  her  shanie  and  loathly  filthinesse, 
Sitli  •'  her  Prince  Arthur  of  proud  ornaments 
And  Ijorrowd  beauty  spoyld :  her  natheless 
Th'  Enchaunter  finding  fit  for  his  intents 

Did  thus  revest,''  and  deckt  watli  dew  habiliments. 
XXIII. 
For  all  he  did  was  to  deceive  good  Knights, 
And  draw  them  from  pursuit  of  praise  and  fame 
To  slug  ^  in  slouth  and  sensuall  delights, 
And  end  their  daies  with  irrenowniied  ^  shame, 
And  now  exceeding  griefe  hijn  overcame, 
To  see  the  Redcrosse  thus  advaunced  bye  ; 
Therefore  this  craftie  engine  he  did  frame. 
Against  his  praise  to  stirre  up  enmitye 

Of  such,  as  vertues  like  mote  unto  blni  allye. 
XXIV. 
So  now  he  Guyon  guydes  an  uncouth  way 
Through  woods  and  mountaines,  till  they  came  at  last 
Into  a  pleasant  dale  that  lowly  lay 

*  Teene,  grief.  *  Revest,  reclothe. 

*  Jlguisd,  accoutred.  '  Slug,  live  idly. 

'  Sith,  since.  *  Jrraioitmcd,  inglorious. 
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Betwixt  two  hils,  whose  high  heads,  overplast, 
The  valley  did  with  coole  shade  overcast ; 
Through  midst  thereof  a  little  river  rold, 
By  which  there  sate  a  Knight  with  hehne  unlaste, 
Himselfe  refreshing  with  the  liquid  cold, 

After  his  travell  long  and  labours  manifold. 
XXV. 
"Lo!  yonder  he,"  cryde  Archimage  alowd, 
"  That  wrought  the  shamefull  fact  which  I  did  shew ; 
And  now  he  doth  himselfe  in  secret  shrowd, 
To  fly  the  vengeaunce  for  his  outrage  dew  ; 
But  vaine  ;  for  ye  shall  dearely  do  him  rew  ^ : 
(So  ^  God  ye  speed  and  send  you  good  successe !) 
Which  we  far  off  will  here  abide  to  vew." 
So  they  him  left  inflam'd  with  wrathfulnesse, 

That  streight  against  that  Knight  his  speare  he  did  addresse. 
XXVI. 
Who,  seeing  him  from  far  so  fierce  to  pricke, 
His  warlike  armes  about  liun  gan  embrace, 
And  in  the  rest  his  ready  speare  did  sticke  ; 
Tho,"'  whenas  still  he  saw  him  towards  pace. 
He  gan  rencounter  him  in  equall  race. 
They  bene  yinett,'  l)0th  ready  to  affrap,^ 
When  suddeinly  that  Warriour  gan  abace 

'  Do  him  reic,  make  him  repent.     *  Bene  ymctt,  would  liave  met. 
*  So,  provided.  *  JlJ)raj>,  encounter. 

3  Tho,  tlien. 


XXVr.  7.  —  T/int  IVarrloiir.]     Sir  Guyon. 

XXVI.  7. —  Thtit.  Warriour  ffon  iibarc]  The  Ktrniifjor  kntirht  was 
the  Rod-cross  Knight,  whom  Sir  Cuynn,  indur<'d  hy  tlie  faltsehood  of 
Duossa,  resolved  to  attack,  thouirh  he  knew  him;  but  the  s'lrht  of 
the  cross  upon  his  shield  makes  him  chnniro  his  purpose.  Tiiis  con- 
duct is  characteristic  of  one  who  represents  self-government.  Tho 
Red-cross  Knio^ht  does  not  know  his  foe  till  he  speaks. 

23* 


270  'JIIK    FAi;iUK    ({IKKSK.  n.   II 

His  ihnjatncd  speare,  as  if  some  new  mishap 

Had  him  hctidi;,  or  hidden  (l.iii:.'t'r  did  entrap; 
X  X  \  1 1 
And  Clyde,  "  Mercie,  Sir  Kni^hl  !  and  mercic,  I^ord, 
l"'or  mine  oireiice  and  iiecdeles.se  iianhment, 
That  had  almost  committed  crime  ahhord, 
And  with  reprochfull  shame  mine  honour  shent,' 
Whiles  cui-sed  Steele  against  that  Badge  I  bent, 
The  sacred  Badge  of  my  Redeemers  death. 
Which  on  your  shield  is  set  for  ornament !  " 
But  his  fierce  foe  iiis  steed  could  stay  uneath,^ 

Who  prickt  w  ilh  courage  kene,  did  cnjell  hattell  breath. 
XXVIII. 
But,  when  he  heard  him  speake,  streight  way  he  knew 
His  errour;  and,  himselfe  inclyning,  sayd  ; 
"  Ah  !  deare  Sir  Guyon,  well  becommeth  you. 
But  me  behoveth  rather  to  upbmyd, 
Whose  hastie  hand  so  far  from  reason  strayd, 
That  almost  it  did  haynous  violence 
On  that  fayre  yinage  of  that  heavenly  Mayd, 
Tliat  decks  and  amies  your  shield  with  faire  defence: 

Your  courl'sie  takes  on  you  anothers  dew  offence." 
XXIX. 
So  beene  they  both  atone,"^  and  doen  upreare 
Their  bevers  bright  each  other  for  to  greet ; 
Goodly  compoitaunce''  each  to  other  beare, 
And  entertaine  themselves  with  court'sies  meet. 
Then  said  the  Redcrosse  Knight ;  "  Now  mote  I  west,* 
Sir  Guyon,  why  with  so  fierce  saliaunce,^ 

'  Shent.  stained.  ■•  Comportaunce,  behavior. 

"  UiicdtJi,  scarcely.  *  If'cct,  learn. 

*  Mone,  are  reconciled.  ^  Saliaunce,  assault. 
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And  fell  intent,  ye  did  at  earst  ^  me  meet ; 
For,  sith^  I  Imow  your  goodly  gouvemaunce. 

Great   cause,   I   weene,   you   guided,   or   some   uncouth^ 
chaunce." 

XXX. 
"  Certes,"  said  he,  '•'  well  mote  I  shame  to  tell 
The  fond  encheason  '*  that  me  hether  led. 
A  false  infamous  Faitour  ^  late  befell 
Me  for  to  meet,  that  seemed  ill  bested,^ 
And  playnd  of  giievous  outrage,  which  he  red  "^ 
A  Knight  had  wrought  against  a  Lady  gent  ^  ; 
Which  to  avenge,  he  to  this  place  me  led. 
Where  you  he  made  the  mai'ke  of  liis  intent, 

And  now  is  fled :  foule  shame  him  follow  wher  he  went ! " 
XXXI. 
So  can  he  tume  his  earnest  unto  game. 
Through  goodly  handling  and  wise  temperaunce. 
By  this  his  aged  Guide  in  presence  came ; 
Who,  soone  as  on  that  Knight  his  eye  did  glaunce, 
Eftsoones  ^  of  him  had  perfect  cognizaunce,^" 
Sith^  him  in  Faery  court  he  late  avizd  ^^ ; 
And  said  ;  "  Fayi'e  sonne,  God  give  you  happy  chaunce, 
And  that  deare  Crosse  uppon  your  shield  devizd, 

Wherewith  above  all  Knights  ye  goodly  seeme  aguizd  ^^ ! 
XXXII. 
''  loy  may  you  have,  and  everlasting  fame, 
Of  late  most  hard  atchiev'ment  by  you  donne, 

'  Earst,  lately.  '  Red,  declared. 

*  Sith,  since.  '  Gc7it,  nccomplishod. 

^  Uncouth,  strange.  '  Eftsntmrg,  immediately. 

*  Fond  enrlicason,  foolish  occasion.         '"  Cofrniznunce,  recollection. 

*  False  Fait07ir,  deceiver.  "  Arizd,  saw. 

'  ni  bested,  in  bad  plight.  '*  .Ig^tizd,  adorned. 
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For  wliicli  enmllfd  is  your  felonious  name 

In  heavenly  rei^eslcrs  aljove  tlu:  sunne, 

Wlierc  you  a  Saint  with  Saints  your  seat  have  wonne  ! 

IBui  wretched  we,  where  ye  have  left  your  rnarke, 

Must  now  anew  he;,fin  like  race  to  ronne. 

God  ini'uUi  thee,  Guyon,  well  to  end  thy  warke/ 

And  to  the  wished  havrn  hrint;  thy  weaiy  harke !  " 
XXXIII. 
"  Palnicr,"  him  answered  the  Redcrosse  Knight, 
"  His  be  the  })raise,  that  this  atchiev'ment  wrought, 
Who  made  my  iiand  die  organ  of  His  might! 
More  then  goodwill  to  me  attribute  nought ; 
For  all  I  did,  I  did  but  as  I  ought. 
But  you,  faire  Sir,  whose  pageant  next  ensewes, 
Well  mote  yee  thee,-  as  well  can  wish  your  thought, 
That  home  ye  may  report  thrise  happy  newes ! 

For  well  ye  worthy  bene  for  w  orth  and  gcnde  thewes.^  " 
XXXIV. 
So  courteous  conge  ^  both  did  give  and  take, 
With  right  hands  plighted,  pledges  of  good  will. 
Then  Guyon  fon\ard  gan  his  voyage  make 
Widi  his  blacke  Palmer,  that  him  guided  still : 
Still  he  him  guided  over  dale  and  hill, 
And  with  his  steady  stafFe  did  point  his  way  ; 
His  race  with  reason,  and  with  words  his  will, 
From  fowle  intemperaunce  he  ofte  did  stay, 

And  sufFred  not  in  wrath  his  hasty  steps  to  stray 

'   JVarke,  work.  '  Theices,  accomplishments. 

^  Thee,  prosper.  *  Congi,  leave. 


XXXIII.  6. —  Uliose  pageant  next  ensaces.]  At  the  court  of  the 
Faerie  Queene  the  first  adventure  liad  been  assigned  to  the  Red-crosse 
Knight,  and  the  second,  to  Sir  Guyon.  See  the  author's  letter  pre- 
fixed to  the  Faerie  Queene.    Pageant  here  means  adventure. 
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XXXV. 

In  this  faire  wize  they  travelld  long  yfere,^ 
Tlirough  many  hard  assayes^  which  did  betide  ; 
Of  which  he  honour  still  away  did  beare, 
And  spved  his  glor}'  through  all  countiyes  wide. 
At  last,  as  chaunst  them  by  a  forest  side 
To  passe,  for  succour  fi'om  the  scorching  ray, 
They  heard  a  ruefall  voice,  that  deamly  ^  cride 
With  percing  shriekes  and  many  a  doleflill  lay ; 

Which  to  attend,  awhile  their  forward  steps  they  stay. 
XXXVI. 
"  But  if  that  carelesse  hevens,"  quoth  she,  "  despise 
The  doome  of  iust  revenge,  and  take  delight 
To  see  sad  pageaunts  "*  of  mens  miseries, 
As  bownd  by  them  to  live  in  lives  despight ; 
Yet  can  they  not  wame  Death  from  wTetched  wight. 
Come,  then  ;  come  soone  ;  come,  sweetest  Death,  to  me, 
And  take  away  this  long  lent  ^  loathed  light : 
Sharpe  be  thy  wounds,  but  sweet  the  medicines  be, 

That  long  captived  soules  from  weaiy  thraldome  free. 
XXXVII. 
'•  But  thou,  sweete  Babe,  whom  frowning  froward^  fate 
Hath  made  sad  witnesse  of  thy  fathers  fall, 
Sith  ^  heven  thee  deignes  to  hold  in  living  state. 
Long  maist  thou  live,  and  better  thrive  withall 
Then  to  thy  lucklesse  parents  did  befall ! 

'    Yfere,  together.  *  Lent,  slow  or  tedious. 

*  Assaycs,  adventures.  *  Froward,  perverse. 
3  Deamly,  mournfully.  ''  Sith,  since. 

*  Pageaunts,  exhibitions. 


XXXVI.  4.  —  Bownd  by  them  to  live  in  lives  despight.]     Compelled 
by  them  to  live,  in  spite  of  a  wish  not  to  live. 


274  THK  FAf;itii:  ({I  i;i:Nf:.  ». 

Iii\r  llioii  !   aiitl  lo  thy  iiiotlicr  (\c:u\  attest, 
'I'liiit  clean;  slic.  didc  Hoin  liliiiii>li  rriiiiiiiall : 
Tliy  lilli!  hands  ciiihrcwd  in  hl»-«-din^'  hrest, 

Loe  !   1  l()r  })lrd>^cs  leave  !  So  ;,Mve  me  l<;ave  to  rest !  " 
XXXVIII. 
With  that  a  deaflly  shiieke  she  fortli  did  throw 
That  throujifh  the  wood  re-eclioed  af^aine ; 
And  after  ga\'e  a  grone  so  deepe  and  low 
That  seeind  her  tender  hart  was  rent  in  twaine, 
Or  thrild  with  point  of  thorou;,di-piercing  paine : 
As  gentle  liynd,  whose  sides  with  cmell  Steele 
Through  laiuiclicd,  forth  lier  bleeding  life  does  mine. 
Whiles  the  sad  pang  approcliing  shec  does  feele, 

Braies  ^  out  her  latest  breath,  and  up  her  eies  dotli  seelc. 
XXXIX. 
Which  when  that  Wairiour  heard,  dismounting  straict 
From  his  tall  steed,  he  rusht  into  the  tliick,- 
And  soone  arrived  where  that  sad  Pourtraict  ^ 
Of  death  and  dolour  lay,  halfe  dead,  halfe  quick ; 
In  whose  white  alabaster  brest  did  stick 
A  cnicll  knife  that  made  a  griesly  wownd, 
From  which  forth  gusht  a  stream  of  gore-blood  tliick, 
That  all  her  goodly  garments  staind  arownd, 

And  into  a  deepe  sanguine  dide  the  grassy  grownd. 

XL. 
Pitilull  spectacle  of  deadly  smart. 
Beside  a  bubling  fountaine  low  she  lay, 
Which  shee  increased  with  her  bleeding  hart. 
And  the  cleane  waves  with  purple  gore  did  ray  ^ : 
Als  ^  in  her  lap  a  lovely  Babe  did  play 

*  Braies,  breathes.  *  Rfiy,  stain. 

*  T/iirk,  thicket.  *  jiU,  also. 
'  Pourtraict,  imajre. 
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His  cmell  sport,  in  stead  of  son'ow  dew ; 
For  in  her  streaming  blood  he  did  embay  ^ 
His  litle  hands,  and  tender  ioints  embrew : 
Pitifull  spectacle,  as  ever  eie  did  vew ! 
XLI. 
Besides  them  both,  upon  the  soiled  gras 
The  dead  corse  of  an  armed  Knight  was  spred, 
Whose  armour  all  with  blood  besprincled  was ; 
His  ruddy  lips  did  smyle,  and  rosy  red 
Did  paint  his  chearefull  cheekes,  yett  bemg  ded ; 
Seemd  to  have  beene  a  goodly  personage, 
Now  in  his  freshest  flowre  of  lustyhed,^ 
Fitt  to  inflame  faii'e  Lady  with  loves  rage, 
But  that  fiers  fate  did  crop  the  blossome  of  his  age. 
XLII. 
Whom  when  the  good  Sii'  Guyon  did  behold, 
His  hart  gan  wexe  as  starke  as  marble  stone. 
And  his  fresh  blood  did  frieze  with  fearefull  cold, 
That  all  his  sences  seemd  berefte  attone  ^ : 
At  last  his  mighty  ghost  '*  gan  deepe  to  grone, 
As  lion,  gmdgmg  in  his  great  disdaine, 
Moumes  inwardly,  and  makes  to  hunselfe  mone ; 
Til  nith  and  fraile  affection  did  constraine 
His  stout  courage  to  stoupe,  and  shew  his  inward  paine. 
XLIII. 
Out  of  her  gored  wound  the  cruell  steel 
He  lightly  snatcht,  and  did  the  floodgate  stop 
With  his  faire  garment :  then  gan  softly  feel 

'  Embay,  bathe.  3  Attone,  togctlicr. 

*  Lustyhcd,  youth.  *  Ghost,  soul. 


XLII.  6. —  Grudging  in  his  great  disdaine,]    i.e.  to  complain  out- 
wardly or  audibly. 
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Her  fceM*^  pulse,  lo  jjiom*  if  iijiy  (Ikjjj 
Of  living  blood  y<-t  in  iirr  vi)n(.*s  did  hop: 
Wliicli  when  lio  frli  to  move,  Ik;  liojicd  fuire 
To  call  Iwckt;  life  to  lier  foiMuken  shop : 
So  well  he  (lid  her  dradly  wounds  re-pairc, 

That  at  the  last  shoe  gan  lo  hreath  out  li\  in;,'  aire. 

XLIV. 
Which  he  perceiving,  greatly  gan  rejoice, 
And  goodly  counsell,  that  for  wounded  hart 
Is  mcetest  med'cinc,  teinpred  with  sweetc  voice  ; 
"  Ay  me  !  deare  Lady,  which  the  ymage  art 
Of  rueful!  pitty  and  impatient  smart, 
What  direfuU  cluiunce  armd  with  avenging  fate, 
Or  cursed  hand,  hath  plaid  this  cruell  part, 
Thus  fowle  to  hasten  your  untimely  date? 

Speake,  O  dear  Lady,  speake ;  help  never  comes  too  late  " 

XLV. 
Therewith  her  dim  eie-hds  she  up  gan  reare, 
On  which  the  drery  Death  did  sitt  as  sad  ^ 
As  lump  of  lead,  and  made  darke  clouds  appeare : 
But  when  as  him,  all  in  bright  annour  clad. 
Before  her  standing  she  espied  had, 
As  one  out  of  a  deadly  dreame  affright. 
She  weakely  started,  yet  she  nothing  di-ad  - : 
Streight  downe  againe  herselfe  in  great  despight  ^ 

She  groveling  threw  to  ground,  as  hating  life  and  hght. 
XLVI. 
The  gentle  Knight  her  soone  with  carefull  paine 
L^plifted  light,  and  softly  did  uphold : 
Tlirise  he  her  rcard,  and  thrise  she  sunck  againe. 
Till  he  his  armes  about  her  sides  gan  fold, 

'  Sad,  heavy.  *  Drad,  feared.  ^  Despight,  grief. 
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And  to  her  said ;  "  Yet,  if  the  stony  cold 
Have  not  all  seized  on  your  frozen  hart, 
Let  one  word  fall  that  may  your  giief  unfold, 
And  tell  the  secrete  of  your  moitall  smart : 

He  oft  finds  present  helpe,  who  does  his  griefe  impart." 
XLVll. 
Then,  casting  up  a  deadly  looke,  full  low 
She  sigh't  from  bottome  of  her  wounded  brest; 
And,  after  many  bitter  throbs  did  throw, 
With  lips  full  pale  and  foltring  tong  opprest, 
These  M'ords  she  breathed  forth  from  riven  chest ; 
"  Leave,  ah !  leave  off,  whatever  wight  thou  bee, 
To  lett  ^  a  weary  wretch  from  her  dew  rest, 
And  trouble  dying  soules  tranquilitee ; 

Take  not  away  now  got,  which  none  would  give  to  me. 
XLVIII. 
"  Ah  !  far  be  it,"  said  ho,  "  deare  Dame,  fro  mee. 
To  hinder  soule  from  her  desired  rest, 
Or  hold  sad  life  in  long  captivitee : 
For,  all  I  seeke,  is  but  to  have  redrest 
The  bitter  pangs  that  doth  your  heart  infest. 
Tell  then,  O  Lady,  tell  what  fatall  priefe^ 
Hath  with  so  huge  misfortune  you  opprest ; 
That  I  may  cast  ^  to  compas  your  rcliefe. 

Or  die  with  you  in  sorrow,  and  j)artake  your  griefe." 
XLIX. 
With  feeble  hands  then  stretched  forth  on  hye, 
As  hcven  accusing  guilty  of  her  death, 
And  w  ith  dry  drops  congealed  in  her  eye, 

'  hell ,  hinder.  ^  Prirfc,  event.  ^   Cast,  consider. 


XLVII.  0. —  Take  not,  &c.]     Take  not  away  tliat  which  1  liave  now 
got;  thnt  is,  death. 
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In  these  sad  wordes  she  sp<Mii  Iht  utmost  breath  ; 

"  Heare  ihcii,  ()  man,  the  sorrowes  that  unealh  ' 

My  ton^^f  can  t<;ll,  so  far  all  scium;  ilu-y  pas  ! 

Loe  !  this  dead  corpse,  that  lies  here  underneath, 

The  gentlest  Kni<;ht,  that  ever  on  greene  gras  [was : 

Gay  steed   with   spui-s   did   pricke,  the  good  Sir  Mordant 

L. 
"  Was,  (ay  the  while,  that  he  is  not  so  now  !) 
My  Lord,  my  Love,  my  deare  Lord,  my  deare  Love, 
So  long  as  hevens  iust  with  equall  hrow 
Vouchsafed  to  behold  us  fiom  above. 
One  day,  when  him  high  corage  did  emmove, 
(As  wont  ye  Knightes  to  seeke  adventures  wilde,) 
He  pricked  forth  his  puissaunt  force  to  prove, 
Me  then  he  left  enwombed  of  this  childe. 

This  luckles  childe,  whom  thus  ye  see  with  blood  defild. 

LI. 
"  Him  fortuned  (hard  fortune  ye  may  ghesse !) 
To  come,  where  vile  Acrasia  does  wonne^  ; 
Acrasia,  a  llilse  Enchaunteresse, 
That  many  errant  Knightes  have  fowle  fordonne  ^ ; 
Within  a  wandring  Island,  that  doth  ronne 
And  stray  in  perilous  gulfe,  her  dwelling  is : 
Fayre  Sii",  if  ever  there  ye  travell,  slionne 
The  cursed  land  where  many  wend  ^  amis. 

And  know  it  by  the  name ;  it  bight  ^  the  Bowre  of  Blis. 

LII. 
"  Her  blis  is  all  in  pleasure,  and  delight, 

'   Uncath,  scarcely.  *   Wend,  go. 

^  Jf'onne,  dwell.  *  Hig]it,  is  called. 

^  Fordonne,  ruined. 


LI.  2.  —  .Icrasia.']     This  is  a  Greek  word,  and  means  intcmperanct 
or  incontinence. 
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Wherewith  she  makes  her  lovers  di'onken  mad ; 

And  then  with  words,  and  weedes,  of  wondi'ous  might, 

On  them  she  workes  her  will  to  uses  bad : 

My  liefest  ^  Lord  she  thus  beguiled  had  ; 

For  he  was  flesh :   (all  flesh  doth  frayltie  breed  !) 

Whom  when  I  heard  to  beene  so  ill  bestad,^ 

(Weake  wretch)  I  wrapt  myselfe  in  palmers  weed, 

And  cast  -^  to  seek  him  forth  through  danger  and  great  dreed. 

LIII. 
"  Now  had  fayre  Cynthia  by  even  tournes 
Full  measured  three  quarters  of  her  yeare, 
And  thrice  three  tymes  had  fild  her  crooked  homes, 
Whenas  my  wombe  her  burdein  would  forbeare,"* 
And  bade  me  call  Lucina  to  me  neare. 
Lucina  came :  a  manchild  forth  I  brought : 
The   woods,  the  nymphes,  my  bowres,  my  midwives, 

weare : 
Hard  help  at  need !     So  deare  thee,  Babe,  I  bought ; 

Yet  nought  too  dear  I  deemd,  while  so  my  deare  I  sought. 

LIV. 
"■  Him  so  I  sought ;  and  so  at  last  I  fownd. 
Where  him  that  Witch  had  thralled  to  her  will, 
In  chaines  of  lust  and  lewde  desyres  ybownd. 
And  so  transfonned  from  his  former  skill, 
That  me  he  knew  not,  nether  his  owne  ill ; 
Till,  through  wise  handling  and  fairs  govemaunce 
I  him  recured  ^  to  a  better  will, 
Purged  from  drugs  ^  of  fowle  intempraunce : 

Then  meanes  I  gan  devise  for  his  dcliveraunce. 

'  Liefest,  dearest.  *  Forbcarc,  not  bear  any  longer. 

*  Bestad,  situated.  *  Recured,  restored. 

■'  Cast,  resolved.  ^  Drugs,  dregs. 
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LV. 

"  Wliicli  when  tin;  vile  I'.ik  liiiiiiitcresse  perceiv'd, 
How  that  my  lord  from  lnr  1  would  ic'j)rivn, 
With  cuj)  thus  cliariiid  him  parliiii,'  slit;  dccoivd  ; 
*Sud  Verse,  give  death  lo  him  that  deatli  docs  give, 
And  losse  of  love  to  her  that  loves  to  live, 
So  soone  as  Bacchus  with  tin;  I\ymi)he  docs  lincke !  * 
So  parted  we,  and  on  our  iounu-y  drive  ; 
Till,  coming  to  this  well,  he  stouj)!  lo  drincke  : 
The  charme  fulfild,  dead  suddciidy  he  downe  did  sincke. 

LVI. 
"  Which  when  I,  wretch  "  —  Not  one  word  more  she  sayd, 
But  Ijreaking  ofF  the  end  for  want  of  breath. 
And  slyding  sofi,  as  downe  to  sleepc  her  layd, 
And  ended  all  her  woe  in  quiet  death. 
That  seeing,  good  Sir  Guyon  could  uneath  ^ 
From  teares  abstayne ;  for  griefe  his  hart  did  grate,^ 
And  from  so  heavie  sight  his  head  did  wreath,^ 

'   Unr.ath,  scarcely.  *  Grate,  sorrow.  '   Wreath,  turn. 


LV.  4.  —  Sad  Verse,  &<;.]     The  Enchantress  gives  him  a  cup  con- 
taining wine,  repeating  a  spell  at  the  same  time, — 
"  Sad  Verse,  [or  fatal  spell,]  give  death  to  him  that  death  does  give," 
(that  is,  to  the  knight  whose  valor  is  fatal  to  his  foes.) 

'•  And  losse  of  love  to  her  that  loves  to  live.'' 
I  would   suggest  a  transposition  of  these  last  words,  so  that  tlie  line 
shall  read 

'  Loss  of  love  to  her  tliat  lives  to  love,' 

that  is,  to  A  ma  via,  whose  heart  is  so  entirely  occupied  with  love  for 
her  husband.  Perhaps,  however,  Spenser  intends  a  poor  pun  on 
Amavia's  name  —  qui  aime  la  vie. 

LV.  G. —  So  soone  as  Bacchus,  <?tc.]  So  soon  as  this  wine  shall  be 
mixed  witii  water.  In  the  fate  of  Sir  IMordant,  Spenser  warns  against 
the  evils  of  intemperance  in  drink,  and,  in  tlie  peculiar  manner  of  his 
death,  pcriuips  alludes  to  the  dangerous  consequences  to  the  health 
whicli  are  supposed  to  ensue  upon  an  abrupt  abandonment  of  intem- 
perate habits. 
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Accusing  fortune,  and  too  cruell  fate, 
Which  plonged  had  faire  Lady  in  so  wretched  state. 
LVII. 
Then,  turning  to  his  Pahner,  said  ;  "  Old  syre, 
Behold  the  ymage  of  mortalitie, 
And  feeble  nature  clolh'd  with  fleshly  tyre  ^ ! 
When  raging  Passion  with  fierce  tyranny 
Robs  Reason  of  her  dew  regalitie, 
And  makes  it  servaunt  to  her  basest  part ; 
The  strong  it  weakens  widi  infmiiitie. 
And  with  bold  furie  amies  the  weakest  hart: 
The   strong   through    pleasure   soonest   falles,   the   weake 
tlu-ough  smart." 

LVIII. 
"  But  Temperaunce,"  said  he,  "  with  golden  squire  ^ 
Betwixt  them  both  can  measure  out  a  meane ; 
Nether  to  melt  in  pleasures  whott  ^  desyre, 
Nor  frye  in  hartlesse  griefe  and  dolcfuU  tene '' : 
Thrise  happy  man,  who  fares  them  both  atweene ! 
But  sitli  ^  this  wretched  woman  overcome 
Of  anguish,  rather  then  of  crime,  hath  bene. 
Reserve  her  cause  to  her  eternall  doome  ; 
And,  in  the  meane,''  vouchsafe  her  honorable  toombe." 

LIX. 
"  Palmer,"  quoth  he,  "  death  is  an  equall  doome 
To  good  and  bad,  the  common  In  of  rest ; 

'   Tijre,  dress.  *  Tene,  sorrow. 

*  S(]uirc,  square  or  rule.  *  Sith,  since. 

'   U'holt,  hot.  "  In  the  mcanc,  meanwhile. 


LVIII.  4.  —  Fryc.']      Tliis  does  not  seem  to  bo  the  word  required 
here,  to  oppose  tlio  sentiment  in  the  former  line. 

LVIII.  5.  —  Fares  them  both  utwccnc.']     Goes  between  them  botli. 
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But  after  death  l\w  tryall  Is  to  come, 

\Vlu;n  best  shall  Ijee  to  them  that  lived  best : 

But  both  alike,  when  death  hath  both  supprest, 

Religious  reverence  dotli  l)iiri;il  teene  '  ; 

Which  whoso  wants,  wants  so  much  of  his  rest: 

For  all  so  great  shame  after  death  I  weene, 

As  selfe  to  dyen  bad,  unburied  bad  to  beene. 

LX. 
So  both  agree  theii-  bodies  to  engrave^: 
The  great  earthes  wombe  they  open  to  the  sky, 
And  with  sad  cypresse  seemely  it  embrave^ ; 
Then,  covering  with  a  clod  their  closed  eye, 
They  lay  therein  their  corees  tenderly. 
And  bid  tliem  sleepe  in  everlasting  peace. 
But,  ere  they  did  their  utmost  obsequy, 
Sir  Guyon  more  aft'ection  to  increace, 

Bynempt  ■*  a  sacred  vow,  which  none  should  ay  releace. 

LXf. 
The  dead  Knights  sw  ord  out  of  his  sheath  he  drew, 
Widi  which  he  cutt  a  lock  of  all  their  heare, 
Which  medling^  with  their  blood  and  earth  he  threw 
Into  die  grave,  and  gan  devoutly  sweare ; 
"  Such  and  such  e\nl  God  on  Guyon  reare. 
And  woi-se  and  worse,  young  Orphane,  be  thy  payne, 
If  I,  or  thou,  dew  vengeaunce  doe  forbeare, 
Till  guiltic  blood  her  guerdon  doe  obtayne !  "  — 

So,  shedding  many  teares,  they  closd  the  earth  agayne. 

*  Teene,  aflfbrd.  *  Bynempt,  pronounced. 

*  Engrave,  bury.  *  Medling,  mingling. 
3  Embrare,  adorn. 


LIX.  8.  —  For  all,  &c.]     For  I  think  it  as  great  a  calamity  to  remam 
after  death  dishonorably  iinburied,  as  to  die  dishonorably. 


C.  II.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  283 


CANTO   II. 

Babes  bloody  handes  may  not  be  clensd. 

The  Face  of  Golden  Meane  : 
Her  sisters,  Two  Extremities, 

Stiive  her  to  banish  cleane. 

I. 

Thus  when  Sir  Guyon  with  his  faithful!  Guyde 

Had  with  dew  rites  and  dolorous  lament 

The  end  of  their  sad  tragedie  uptyde,^ 

The  litle  Babe  up  in  his  annes  he  hent  ^ ; 

Who  with  sweet  pleasaunce,  and  bold  blandishment, 

Gan  smyle  on  them,  that  rather  ought  to  weepe. 

As  carelesse  of  his  woe,  or  innocent 

Of  that  was  doen  ;  that  mth  ^  emperced  deepe    [steepe  : 
In   that  Knightes  hart,  and  wordes  with  bitter  teares  did 

II. 

"  Ah  !  lucklesse  Babe,  borne  under  cruell  starre, 

And  in  dead  parents  balefuU  ashes  bred. 

Full  little  weenest  thou  what  soiTowes  are 

Left  thee  for  porcion  of  thy  livelyhed ; 

Poore  Orpiiane !  in  the  wide  world  scattered. 

As  budding  braunch  rent  from  the  native  tree, 

And  throwen  forth,  till  it  be  withered ! 

Such  is  die  state  of  men  !     Thus  enter  we 
Into  diis  life  with  woe,  and  end  \\  ith  miseree  !  " 

'  Uptide,  accomplished.  *  Hcnt,  took.  '  Ruth,  pity. 
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Then,  soft  liiiiisfirt!  iiiclynin;^  on  liis  knee 
Downe  lo  that  well,  did  in  the  water  weene* 
(So  love  does  loath  disdainefull  nieilee) 
His  i^uiitie  handes  from  hloody  gore  to  cleene : 
He  waslit  tlicni  oft  and  oft,  yet  nought  they  beene 
For  all  his  washing  cleaner:  Still  he  strove; 
Yet  still  the  litle  hands  were  hloody  seene : 
The  which  liiin  into  great  ainaz'inent  drove, 

And  into  diverse  doubt  his  wavering  wonder  clove. 

IV. 
He  wist  not  whether  blott  of  fowle  offence 
Might  not  be  purgd  w  ith  water  nor  with  bath  ; 
Or  that  High  God,  in  lieu  of  innocence, 
Imprinted  had  that  token  of  His  wrath, 
To  shew  how  sore  bloodguiltinesse  He  hat'th  ; 
Or  that  the  charme  and  venenie,  which  they  dronck, 
Their  blood  with  secret  filth  infected  hath, 
Being  diffused  through  the  senceless  tronck 

That,  through  the  great  contagion,  direful  deadly  stonck. 

V. 
Whom  thus  at  jraze  the  Palmer  san  to  bord  ^ 
AVith  goodly  reason,  and  thus  fay  re  bespake  ; 
"  Ye  bene  right  hard  amated,^  gratious  I^ord, 

*   JVcene,  propose  or  attempt.  ^  Bord,  address. 

3  Jlmated,  perplexed. 


III.  3.  —  So  love,  &c.]  "Entire  affection  hateth  nicer  hands."  — 
Book  I.  canto  VIII.  stanza  XL. 

III.  4.  —  His  guihie  handes,  &c.]  Guiltie  is  perhaps  a  mistake  for 
guiltlesse;  or  it  may  mean  '-guilty,"  as  wearing  the  stain  or  hue  of 
guilt. 

IV.  3.  —  In  lieu  of  innocence.]  Church  conjectures  tliat  Spenser 
wrote  love,  instead  of  lieu. 


C.  II.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  285 

And  of  your  ignorance  great  merveill  make, 

WhiJes  cause  not  well  conceived  ye  mistake. 

But  know,  that  secret  vertues  are  infusd 

In  every  fountaine,  and  in  everie  lake, 

Which,  who  hath  skill  them  rightly  to  have  cliusd, 

To  proofe  of  passing  wonders  hath  full  often  usd : 

VI. 
"  Of  those,  som.e  were  so  from  their  sourse  indewd 
By  gi-eat  dame  Nature,  from  whose  fiiiitfull  pap 
Their  welheads  spiing,  and  are  with  moisture  deawd  ; 
Which  feeds  each  living  plant  with  liquid  sap, 
And  filles  with  flowres  fayre  Floraes  painted  lap  : 
But  other  some,  by  guifte  of  later  grace. 
Or  by  good  prayers,  or  by  other  hap. 
Had  vertue  ponrd  into  their  waters  bace. 

And  thenceforth  were  renowmd,  and  sought  from  place  to 
place. 

VII. 
"  Such  is  this  well,  wrought  by  occasion  straunge. 
Which  to  her  nymph  befell.     Upon  a  day. 
As  she  the  woodes  with  bow  and  shaftes  did  raunge, 
The  hardesse  ^  hynd  and  roebucke  to  dismay, 
Dan  Faunus  chaunst  to  meet  her  by  the  way, 
And,  kindling  fire  at  her  faire-buming  eye, 
Inflamed  was  to  follow  beauties  chace, 
And  chaccd  her,  that  fast  from  him  did  fly  ; 

As  hynd  from  her,  so  she  fled  from  her  enimy. 

VIII. 
"  At  last,  when  fayling  breath  began  to  faint, 

'  Ilartlcssc,  timid. 


VII.  2.  —  Ilcr  vi/iiiiili.]  As  Diana  lias  not  been  mentioned  as  yet, 
"  her"  must  mean  ••  Nature's." 

VII.  7. —  CIkici.]  This  riiynie  reijuires  a  different  word,  and  this  is 
probably  a  mistake,     limj  has  been  suggested  as  its  substitute. 
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And  saw  no  nicanos  to  srapc  ;  of  shame  afirayd, 

SIk;  s(!t  licr  (lowne  to  weepc  for  sore  constraint ' ; 

And,  to  Diana  calling  lowd  for  ayde, 

Her  dean;  besouglit  to  let  her  die  a  inayd. 

The  goddesse  heard  ;  and  suddeine,  where  she  sate 

Welling  out  streanies  of  teares,  and  quite  dismayd 

With  stony  feare  of  that  rude  nistiek  inat<.', 

Transfornid  her  to  a  stone  from  stedfast  Virgins  state. 

IX. 
"  Lo  !  now  she  is  that  Stone  ;  from  whose  two  heads, 
As  from  two  weeping  eyes,  fresh  streames  do  flow, 
Yet  colde  through  feare  and  old  conceived  dreads : 
And  yet  the  Stone  her  semblance  seemes  to  sliow, 
Shapt  like  a  IMaide,  that  such  ye  may  Iter  know ; 
And  yet  her  vertues  in  her  water  byde : 
For  it  is  chaste  and  pure  as  purest  snow, 
Ne  lets  her  waves  with  any  filth  be  dyde  ; 

But  ever,  like  herselfe,  unstayned  hath  bene  trj'de.^ 

X. 
"  From  thence  it  comes,  that  this  Babes  bloody  hand 
May  not  be  clensd  with  water  of  this  well : 
Ne  certes,  Sir,  strive  you  it  to  withstand, 
But  let  them  still  be  bloody,  as  befell. 
That  they  his  mothers  innocence  may  tell, 
As  she  bequeathd  in  her  last  testament ; 
That,  as  a  sacred  symbole,  it  may  dwell 
In  her  sonnes  flesh,  to  mind  reveng-'ment, 

And  be  for  all  chaste  Dames  an  endlesse  moniment." 

XI. 
He  hcarkned  to  his  reason  ;  and  the  childe 
Uptaking,  to  the  Palmer  gave  to  beare  ; 

'  Constraint,  distress.  *  Tryde,  found  or  experienced. 
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But  his  sad  fathers  amies  with  blood  defilde, 

An  heavie  load,  himselfe  did  lightly  rears ; 

And  turning  to  that  place,  in  which  whyleare  ^ 

He  left  his  loftie  steed  with  golden  sell  ^ 

And  goodly  gorgeous  barbes,^  him  found  not  iheare : 

By  other  accident,  that  earst  ^  befell. 
He  is  convaide ;  but  how,  or  where,  here  fits  not  tell. 

XII. 

Which  when  Sir  Guyon  saw,  all  ^  were  he  wToth, 

Yet  algates  ^  mote  he  soft  himselfe  appease, 

And  fairely  fare  on  foot,  however  loth : 

His  double  burden  did  him  sore  disease.^ 

So,  long  they  travelled  with  litle  ease, 

Till  that  at  last  they  to  a  Castle  came, 

Built  on  a  rocke  adioyning  to  the  seas : 

It  was  an  auncient  worke  of  antique  fame. 
And  wondrous  strong  by  nature  and  by  skilful!  frame. 

XIII. 

Therein  three  Sisters  dwelt  of  sundr}'  sort. 

The  children  of  one  syre  by  mothei-s  three ; 

Who,  dying  whylome,  did  divide  this  fort 

To  them  by  equall  shares  in  equall  fee : 

But  stryfull  ^  mind  and  diverse  qualitee 

•   Wiyleare,  lately.  *  JlU,  although. 

^  Sell,  saddle.  "  Jilgatcs,  nevertheless. 

•'  Bathes,  bits.  '  Disease,  distress. 

■•  Earst,  before.  *  SirnfuU,  contentious. 


XI.  7.  —  Hi  III  found  not  thcare.']  The  cause  of  his  horse's  disap- 
pearance is  explained  in  the  next  canto. 

XIII.  1.  —  Therein  three  Sisters,  &c.]  These  three  Sisters  are  named 
Medina,  Perissa,  and  Elissa,  whose  names  express  tliat  of  which  thoy 
are  respectively  typical.  Medina  is  Moderation,  or  the  golden  mean; 
Perissa  is  Excess,  and  Elissa,  Deficiency. 
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Drew  ilicm  in  p.irtc^,  and  each  made  ollicrs  foe: 
Still  (lid  ilir;y  strive  and  daily  disa^ee  ; 
Tli(!  eldest  did  a;^ain.sl  the  yoiin;L,a'st  <^oo, 
And  both  against  the  niiddest  meant  to  workcn  woe. 
XIV. 
Where  wlien  the  Kni;,dit  arrivM,  he  was  ri;;,dit  well 
Receiv'd,  as  Knight  of  .so  much  wordi  became, 
Of  second  Sister,  who  did  far  excoll 
Tlie  other  two  ;  Medina  was  her  name, 
A  sober,  sad,'  and  comely  courteous  Dame: 
Wlio  rich  arayd,  and  yet  in  modest  guize, 
In  goodly  ganiients  that  her  well  became, 
Fayre  marching  forth  in  honorable  wize. 
Him  at  the  threshold  mett  and  well  did  enterprize.^ 
XV. 
She  led  him  up  into  a  goodly  bowre. 
And  comely  courted  ^  with  meet  modestic  ; 
Ne  in  her  speach,  ne  in  her  haviour. 
Was  lightnesse  scene  or  looser  vanitie. 
But  gratious  womanhood,  and  gravitie, 
Above  the  reason  "*  of  her  youthly  yeares : 
Her  golden  lockes  she  roundly  did  uptye 
In  breaded  tramels,  that  no  looser  heares 
Did  out  of  order  stray  about  her  daintie  eares. 
XVI. 
Whilcst  she  her  selfe  thus  busily  did  frame 
Seemely  to  entertaine  her  new-come  gue.=t. 
Newes  hereof  to  her  other  Sisters  came, 

'  Sad,  grave.  3  Courted,  entertained. 

'  Enterprize,  receive.  *  Reason,  proportion. 


XV.  8.  —  In  Ireaded  tramels.']     In  woven  or  plaited  divisions  resem- 
bling net-work.     Tramel  means  a  net. 
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Who  all  this  while  were  at  their  wanton  rest, 
Accourting  each  her  frend  with  lavish  fest : 
They  were  two  Knights  of  perelesse  puissaunce, 
And  famous  far  abroad  for  warlike  gest,^ 
Which  to  these  Ladies  love  did  countenaunce,^ 

And  to  his  Mistresse  each  himselfe  strove  to  advaunce. 
XVII. 
He,  that  made  love  unto  the  eldest  Dame, 
Was  hight  ^  Sir  Huddibras,  an  hardy  man  ; 
Y'et  not  so  good  of  deedes  as  great  of  name. 
Which  he  by  many  rash  adventures  wan, 
Since  errant  armes  to  sew  '*  he  fii-st  began. 
More  huge  in  strength  then  wise  in  workes  he  was. 
And  reason  with  foole-hardize  over-ran  ; 
Sterne  melancholy  did  his  courage  pas ; 

And  was,  for  terrour  more,  all  armd  in  shyning  bras. 
XVIII. 
But  he,  that  lov'd  the  youngest,  was  Sansloy ; 
He,  that  faire  Una  late  fowle  outraged. 
The  most  unruly  and  the  boldest  boy 
That  ever  warlike  weapons  menaged, 
And  all  to  lawlesse  lust  encouraged 
Through  strong  opinion  of  his  matchlcsse  might ; 
Ne  ouirht  he  cai''d  whom  he  endamaeed 


•  Gcst,  deed.  '  fTlgkt,  named. 

*  Countenauncc,  made  a  show  of.  *  Scic,  pursue. 


XVII.  8.  —  Sterne  melancholy,  «Sec.]     His  moroscness  or  ill  temper 
was  greater  than  his  courage. 

XVIII.  1.  —  Sansloij.]      Sansloy  reappears  from  book  I.  canto  XL, 
where  he  had  fled  from  Una  at  the  sudden  apparition  of  tlio  satyrs. 

XVIII.   3.  —  Boldest   boy.']      Boy  here    means   a   youth   or   young 
man. 
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Hy  tortious  '  wnjiij^,  or  wliom  hirniv'd  of  right; 

He,  now  this  Ladies  cliauipion,  chose  for  love  to  fight. 

XIX 
These  two  gay  Knights,  vow d  to  so  diverse  loves, 
Each  other  doas  env^  with  deadly  hate. 
And  daily  warre  against  his  fo<Mnan  moves, 
In  hope  to  win  more  favour  with  his  mate, 
And  tir  othei-s  pleasing  service  to  ahate, 
To  niagnifie  his  owne.     But  when  they  heard 
How  in  that  place  straung(;  Knight  airived  late, 
Both  Knights  and  Ladies  forth  right  angry  far'd. 

And  fercely  unto  battell  stems  themselves  prepar'd. 

XX. 
But,  ere  they  could  proceede  unto  the  place 
Where  he  abode,  themselves  at  discord  fell. 
And  cruell  combat  ioynd  in  middle  space: 
With  homble  assault,  and  fur)'  fell, 
Thoy  heapt  huge  strokes  the  scorned  life  to  quell, 
That  all  on  uprore  fix)m  her  settled  seat 
The  house  was  raysd,  and  all  that  in  did  dwell ; 
Seemd  that  lowde  thunder  with  amazement  great 

Did  rend  the  ratling  skyes  with  flames  of  fouldring  ^  heat. 
XXI. 
The  noyse  thereof  cald  forth  that  straunger  Knight, 
To  weet  ^  what  dreadfull  thing  was  there  in  bond ; 
Where  whenas  two  brave  Knightes  in  bloody  fight 
With  deadly  rancour  he  enraunged  fond, 
His  sunbroad  shield  about  his  wrest  he  bond. 
And  shyning  blade  unsheathd,  with  \\hich  he  ran 

Tortioiis,  injurious.  '  Fouldring,  thundering.  •■   ll'cet,  learn. 


XXI.  2.  —  JVas  there  in  hond.]     Was  there  going  on. 
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Unto  that  stead/  their  strife  to  understond ; 
And,  at  his  fii'st  arrivall,  them  began 

With  goodly  meanes  to  pacifie,  well  as  he  can. 
XXII. 
But  they,  him  spying,  both  with  greedy  forse 
Attonce  upon  him  ran,  and  him  beset 
With  strokes  of  mortall  Steele  without  remorse, 
And  on  his  shield  like  yron  sledges  bet. 
As  when  a  beare  and  tygi-e,  being  met 
In  cruell  fight  on  Lybicke  ocean  wide, 
Espye  a  traveiler  with  feet  surbet,- 
Whom  they  in  equall  pray  hope  to  divide, 

They  stint  their  stiife,  and  him  assayle  on  everie  side. 
XXIII. 
But  he,  not  like  a  weary  traveilere. 
Their  sharp  assault  right  boldly  did  rebut, 
And  suffi-ed  not  theu'  blowes  to  byte  him  nere. 
But  with  redoubled  bufFes  them  backe  did  put ; 
Whose  grieved  mindes,  which  choler  did  englut,"* 
Against  themselves  turning  their  wrathfuU  spight, 
Gan  with  new  rage  their  shieldes  to  hew  and  cut. 
But  still,  when  Guyon  came  to  part  their  fight, 

With  heavie  load  on  him  they  Ireshly  gan  to  smight. 
XXIV. 
As  a  tall  ship  tossed  in  troublous  seas, 

'  Stead,  place.  ^  Rebut,  repel. 

*  Surbet,  wearied  or  bruised.  ■•  Englul,  fill. 


XXI.  7. —  Their  strife  to  understand.]  To  learn  the  cause  of  their 
fighting. 

XXII.  6.  —  Lijbiclce  ocean.]  By  "  Lybicke  ocean,"  Spenser  probably 
means  an  African  desert  or  ocean  of  sand.  As  we  do  not  look  to  pools 
for  instruction  in  natural  history,  the  value  of  this  image  is  not  im- 
paired by  the  fact  tliat  tigers  are  not  met  with  in  Africa,  and  that  it  is 
doubtful  wlicthcr  boars  are. 
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VVlioin  raging  wiiides,  lliR-uUiiiig  to  make  tlio  pray 

or  iIk;  rough  rockcs,  doc  diversly  disease,' 

Mectes  two  coiitruric  l)illo\vcs  by  the  way, 

Tliat  lior  on  either  side  doe  sore  assay. 

And  boast  -  to  swallow  her  in  greedy  grave ; 

Shee,  scorning  both  their  spights,  does  make  wide  way, 

And,  with  her  brest  breaking  the  fomy  wave, 

Does  ride  on  both  tiieir  backs,  and  faire  hei-self  doth  save : 
XXV. 
So  boldly  he  him  beares,  and  nish(.'th  foith 
Betweene  thcni  both,  by  conduct  of  his  blade. 
Wondrous  great  prowesse  and  heroick  worth 
He  shewd  that  day,  and  rare  ensample  made, 
When  two  so  mighty  warriours  he  dismade : 
Attonce  he  wards  and  strikes ;  he  takes  and  paies ; 
Now  forst  to  yield,  now  forcing  to  invade ; 
Before,  behind,  and  round  about  him  laies : 

So  double  was  his  paines,  so  double  be  his  praise. 
XXVI. 
Straunge  sort  of  fight,  three  valiaunt  Knights  to  see 
Three  combates  ioine  in  one,  and  to  darraine  ^ 
A  triple  warre  with  triple  ermiitee, 
x\ll  for  their  Ladies  fiDward  love  to  game, 
Which,  gotten,  was  but  hate.     So  Lx)ve  does  raine 
In  stoutest  minds,  and  maketh  monstrous  warre  ; 
He  maketh  warre,  he  maketh  peace  agame, 
And  yett  his  peace  is  but  continual  iarre  ^  : 

O  miserable  men,  tliat  to  him  subiect  aiTC ! 
XXVII. 
Whilst  thus  they  mingled  were  in  funous  aiTnes, 
The  faire  ^Medina  with  her  tresses  tome 


>  Disease,  distress.  '  Darraine^  engage  in. 

»  Boast,  threaten.  *  Iarre,  jar. 
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And  naked  brest,  in  pitty  of  their  harmes, 
Emongst  them  ran  ;  and,  falling  them  befome, 
Besought  them  by  the  womb  which  them  had  born, 
And  by  the  loves  which  were  to  them  most  deare. 
And  by  the  knighthood  which  they  sure  had  sworn, 
Their  deadly  cruell  discord  to  forbeare, 

And  to  her  iust  conditions  of  faire  peace  to  heare. 
XXVIII. 
But  her  two  other  Sisters,  standing  by, 
Her  lowd  gainsaid  ;  and  both  their  champions  bad 
Pursew  the  end  of  their  strong  enmity. 
As  ever  of  their  loves  they  would  be  glad  : 
Yet  she  with  pitthy  ^  words,  and  counsell  sad,^ 
Still  strove  their  stubbome  rages  to  revoke ; 
That  at  the  last,  suppressing  fury  mad. 
They  gan  abstain e  from  dmt  of  direflill  stroke, 

And  hearken  to  the  sober  speaches  which  she  spoke  ; 
XXIX. 
"  Ah  !  puissaunt  Lords,  what  cursed  evill  spright, 
Or  fell  Erinnys,  in  your  noble  harts 
Her  hellish  brond  hath  kindled  with  despight. 
And  stird  you  up  to  worke  your  wilfull  smaits  ? 
Is  this  the  ioy  of  armes  ?  be  these  the  paits 
Of  glorious  knighthood,  after  blood  to  thrust,^ 
And  not  regai'd  dew  right  and  iust  desaits  ? 
Vaine  is  the  vaunt,  and  victory  uniust. 

That  more  to  mighty  hands  then  rightfull  cause  doth  trust. 

'  PUlkij,  earnest.  *  Counsell  sad,  grave  advice. 

'  TJirust,  ih'iTat. 


XXVIII.  4. — ^s  ever,  &c.]     They  continue  tlic  battle,  as  tiiey  are 
ever  desirous  of  being  made  glad  by  the  love  of  their  mistresses. 

XXIX.  2.  —  Fell  Erinnijs.]     A  general  appellation  applied  to  any  one 
of  the  Furies. 
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XXX. 

"  And  worn  thorn  ri!,'litfiill  c-misc  of  diflcrrence, 
Yrt  wcrr  iif)t  hotter  fayro  it  lo  accord, 
'I'lirii  uiili  hlood-;;nihine.s.se  to  hoapo  oirorico, 
And  mortal  vongoaunco  ioyno  to  crimo  ahhorrl  ? 
O  !  fly  from  wrath  ;  fly,  O  my  hofo-sl '  I»rd  ! 
Sad  ho  lh(^  sli^ht.s,  and  hitter  fmitcs  of  warrc, 
And  ihousimd  furies  wait  on  wrathfiill  .sword: 
INC  onn;ht  llio  praise  of  prowesso  moro  doth  inarrc 

Then  fowlo  rovon^dng  i*ago,  and  haso  contentious  iarre. 
XXXI. 
"  But  lovely  concord,  and  most  sacrod  peace, 
Doth  nourish  vertue,  and  fast  friendship  breeds  ; 
Weake  she  makes  strong,  and  strong  thing  does  increace, 
Till  it  the  pitch  of  highest  prai.se  exceeds : 
Brave  be  hor  wiirres,  and  honorable  deeds, 
By  which  she  triumphes  over  jtc  and  pride, 
And  w mncs  an  olive  girlond  for  her  meeds. 
Be  therefore,  O  my  deare  Lords,  pacifide, 

And  this  misseeming^  discord  meekely  lay  aside." 
XXXII. 
Her  gracious  words  their  rancour  did  appall, 
And  suncke  so  deepe  into  their  boyling  brests, 
That  dowTie  they  lett  their  cruell  weapons  fall, 
And  lowly  did  abase  their  lofty  crests 
To  her  faire  presence  and  discrete  behests. 

'  Liefest,  dearest.  *  Missceming,  unbecoming. 


XXX.  5.  —  Liefest  Lord.]  In  the  preceding  and  following  stanzas 
"  Lords  "  is  used.  The  singular  is  put  for  the  plural,  in  this  stanza,  for 
the  rhyme's  sake. 

XXXII.  1.  —  Her  grn<-iotis  7rords,  Sec]  The  success  of  Medina  in 
putting  an  end  to  a  combat,  which  her  sisters  had  encouraged,  is  sus- 
ceptible of  an  obvious  allegorical  interpretation. 
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Then  she  began  a  treaty  to  procure, 

And  stablish  teiTns  betwixt  both  their  requests, 

That  as  a  law  for  ever  should  endure ; 

Which  to  observe,  in  word  of  Knights  they  did  assure. 
XXXIII. 
Which  to  confirme,  and  fast  to  bind  their  league, 
After  their  weary  sweat  and  bloody  toile, 
She  them  besought,  during  their  quiet  treague,^ 
Into  her  lodging  to  repaire  a  while. 
To  rest  themselves,  and  grace  to  reconcile. 
They  soone  consent :  So  forth  with  her  they  fare ; 
Where  they  are  well  receivd,  and  made  to  spoile 
Themselves  of  soiled  armes,  and  to  prepare 

Their  minds  to  pleasure,  and  their  mouths  to  dainty  fare. 
XXXIV. 
And  those  two  froward  Sisters,  their  faire  loves, 
Came  with  them  eke,  all  ~  were  they  wondrous  loth, 
And  fained  cheare,  as  for  the  time  behoves  ; 
But  could  not  colour  yet  so  well  the  troth,^ 
But  that  their  natures  bad  appeard  in  botli : 
For  both  did  at  their  second  Sister  gi'utch '' 
And  inly  grieve,  as  doth  an  hidden  moth 
The  inner  gaiment  frett,  not  th'  utter  ^  touch  ^ ; 

One  thought  her  cheare  too  litle,  tli'  otlier  thought  too  mutch. 
XXXV. 
Elissa  (so  the  eldest  hight  ^)  did  deeme 

'   Trcagiic,  truce.  *  Utter,  outer. 

*  Jill,  although.  8  Touch,  part  that  is  liandlcd. 
3  Troth,  truth.  '  Might,  was  called. 

*  Grutch,  repine. 


XXXIV.  9.  —  Her  cheare,  &c.]     Some  editions  read  "  their  cheare," 
which  seems  preferable. 

XXXV.  1.  —  Elissa.']     Elissa  is  sullen  and  moody,  and  errs  from  a 
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Such  <iitrit;iiiiiiitiit  lja.se,  ne  ouglit  would  (;at, 

IVe  ought  would  speake,  hut  ev<iniiore  did  sccme 

As  discontent '  for  want  of  incrtli  or  meat ; 

No  solace  could  her  j)anunour  intreat^ 

Her  {jiice  to  show,  ne  court,^  nor  dalliaunce  ; 

lint  with  bent  lowiing  hrowt.-s,  a.s  she  would  tlireat, 

She  scould,  and  Irownd  with  froward  countenaunce ; 

Unworthy  of  faire  I^adies  comely  govemaunce. 
XXXVl. 
But  young  Perissa  was  of  other  mynd, 
Full  of  disport,  still  laughing,  loosely  light, 
And  quite  contrary  to  her  Sisters  kynd  "* ; 
No  measure  in  her  mood,  no  rule  of  right, 
But  poured  out  in  pleasure  and  delight : 
In  wine  and  meats  she  flowd  above  the  banck, 
And  in  excesse  exceeded  her  owne  might ; 
In  sumptuous  tire  ^  she  ioyd  her  selfe  to  pranck,^ 

But  of  her  love  too  lavish  :  litle  have  she  thanck  ! 
XXXVII. 
Fast  by  her  side  did  sitt  the  bold  Sansloy, 
Fitt  mate  for  such  a  mincing  mineon,'' 
Who  in  her  loosenesse  tooke  exceeding  ioy  ; 
Might  not  be  found  a  francker®  franion,'' 
Of  her  leavvd  parts  to  make  companion. 

'  Discontent,  discontented.  ®  Pranck,  adorn. 

*  Intreat,  prevail  upon.  '  .Mincing  mineon,  affected  wanton. 

*  Court,  courteous  deportment.  '  Francker,  more  open  or  unblush- 

*  Kynd,  nature.  ing. 

'  Tire,  dress.  '  Franion,  gay  companion. 


deficiency  of  good  manners  and  common  courtesy,  and  will  neither  eat 
nor  speak. 

XXXVI.  1.  —  Perissa.]     Perissa,  the  yoimger  sister,  is  in  the  otlier 
extreme  from  Elissa.     She  is  excessive  in  every  thing  —  eating,  drink 
ing,  dressing,  and  talking  too  much. 
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But  Huddibras,  more  like  a  malecontent, 
Did  see  and  grieve  at  his  bold  fashion  ; 
Hardly  could  he  endure  his  hardiment  ^ ; 

Yett  still  he  satt,  and  inly  did  himselfe  torment. 
XXXVIII. 
Betwixt  them  both  the  faire  Medina  sate 
With  sober  grace  and  goodly  carriage  : 
With  equall  measure  she  did  moderate 
The  strong  extremities  of  tlieir  outrage ; 
That  forward  paire  she  ever  would  asswage,^ 
When  they  would  strive  dew  reason  to  exceed ; 
But  that  same  froward  twaine  would  accorage,^ 
And  of  her  plenty  adde  unto  their  need : 

So  kept  she  them  in  order,  and  herselfe  in  heed. 
XXXIX. 
Thus  fairely  shee  attempered  her  feast, 
And  pleasd  them  all  with  meete  satiety : 
At  last,  when  lust  of  meat  and  drinke  was  ceast, 
She  Guyon  deare  besought  of  curtesie 
To  tell  from  whence  he  came  through  ieopardy, 
And  whether  now  on  new  adventure  bownd : 
Who  with  bold  gi'ace,  and  comely  gravity, 
Drawing  to  him  the  eies  of  all  arownd. 

From  lofty  siege  *  began  these  words  aloud  to  sownd. 
XL. 
"  This  thy  demaund,  O  Lady,  doth  revive 

'  Hardiment,  bold  deportment.  *  Jlsstcage.  check. 

'  AccoragCy  encourage.  *  ■^"'if)  seat. 


XXXVII.  6.  —  A  malecontent.']  A  "  malecontent "  was  a  desirrnatioii 
frequently  applied  in  Spenser's  time  to  the  sour  and  austt^re  censurcrs 
of  the  follies  and  vanities  of  the  world. 

XXXVIII.  r>.  —  Forward  juiire.l     Sansloy  and  Porissa. 
XXXVIII.  7.  —  Froward  twaine.]     Sir  Huddibras  and  Elisaa. 
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Fresh  memory  in  nic  of  that  {(real  Queene, 

Great  and  most  f^lorions  Vir;(in  (Queene  alive, 

Thai  w  ith  her  soveraine  jwnver,  and  scepter  shone.' 

All  Faery  lond  does  peaceahly  sustenc. 

In  widest  cx;ean  she  lier  throne  docs  reare, 

That  over  all  the  earth  it  may  he  scene ; 

As  morning  sunne  lier  heames  dlspredden  cleare  ; 

And  in  Ikt  face  fairc  peace  and  mercy  doth  appeare. 
XLl. 
'•  In  ht;r  the  richesse  of  all  heavenly  grace 
In  chiefe  degree  are  heaped  up  on  hye : 
And  all,  that  els  this  worlds  enclosure  bace 
Hatli  great  or  glorious  in  niortall  eye, 
Adomes  the  person  of  her  Maiestye  ; 
That  men,  beholding  so  great  excellence 
And  rare  perfection  in  mortalitye, 
Doe  her  adore  with  sacred  reverence, 

As  th'  Idole-  of  her  Makers  great  magnificence. 
XLII. 
"  To  her  I  homage  and  my  service  owe, 
In  number  of  the  noblest  Knightes  on  ground, 
Monjist  whom  on  me  slie  deiirned  to  bestowe 
Order  of  Maydenhead,  the  most  renownd, 
That  may  this  day  in  all  the  world  be  found. 
An  yearely  solemne  feast  she  wontes  to  make, 
The  day  that  first  doth  lead  the  yeare  around. 
To  which  all  Knights  of  N\orth  and  courage  bold 

Resort,  to  heare  of  straunge  adventures  to  be  told. 

'  Shaie,  bright.  '  Idole,  image. 


XLII.  6. —  To  make.]  So  in  all  Uie  editions.  The  rhyme  requires 
the  substitution  of  a  word  so  readily  suggesting  itself,  hold,  that  it 
serins  hardly  possible  that  Spenser  did  not  use  it. 
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XLIII. 

"  There  this  old  Palmer  shewd  himselfe  that  day, 
And  to  that  mighty  Princesse  did  complaine 
Of  grievous  mischiefes,  which  a  wicked  Fay 
Had  wrought,  and  many  whelmd  in  deadly  paine, 
Whereof  he  crav'd  redresse.     My  Soveraine, 
Whose  glory  is  in  gracious  deeds,  and  ioyes 
Throughout  the  world  her  mercy  to  maintaine, 
Eftsoones  '  devisd  redresse  for  such  annoyes  : 

Me,  all  unfitt  for  so  great  purpose,  she  employes. 
XLIV. 
"  Now  hath  faire  Phebe  with  her  silver  face 
Thrisc  scene  the  shadowes  of  the  neather  world, 
Sidi  ^  last  I  left  diat  honorable  place, 
In  which  her  roiall  presence  is  entrold  ^  ; 
Ne  ever  shall  I  rest  in  house  nor  hold, 
Till  I  that  false  Acrasia  have  wonne ; 
Of  whose  fowle  deedes,  too  hideous  to  bee  told, 
I  witnesse  am,  and  this  their  wretched  sonne 

Whose  wofuU  parents  she  hath  wickedly  fordonne.'' " 
XLV. 
"  Tell  on,  fayre  Sir,"  said  she,  "  that  dolefull  tale, 
From  which  sad  ruth  ^  does  seeme  you  to  restraine, 
That  we  may  pitty  such  unhappie  bale,^ 
And  leame  from  Pleasures  poyson  to  abstaine : 
111,  by  ensample,  good  doth  often  gayne." 
Then  fonvard  he  his  purpose  gan  pursew. 
And  told  th(;  story  of  the  mortall  payne. 
Which  Mordant  and  Amavia  did  rew  ; 

As,  with  lamenting  eyes,  himselfe  did  lately  vow. 

'  Eftsoones,  immediately.  *  Fordmnic,  ruined. 

*  Sitk,  since.  •*  Ruth,  pity. 

'  Entrold,  oncircli-d.  *  Hale,  sorrow. 
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\I.\  1. 
Night  wiLs  fur  spi'iil ;  and  now  m  ocean  deep 
Orion,  Hyin;^  fust  from  hissing  SnJike, 
His  (laming  head  did  hasten  lor  to  .st<'<'i), 
Wlicn  of  hi.s  j)itleou.s  talc  lie  end  did  make: 
Whilst  with  delight  of  that  he  wisely  spake 
Those  griestes  beguyled  did  beguyle  tlieir  eyes 
Of  kindly  sle(;pc,  that  did  them  overtake. 
At  last,  when  they  had  markt  tlie  chaunged  skyes, 
They  wist   their  houre  was  spent ;  iIhmi   (-aeh   to  re:-t  him 
hyes.* 

XLVl.  2. —  Orion,  &c.]  "The  coriBtcUation  of  Orion  st'ta  wlicn 
tliatof  the  Scorpion  arises."  —  Church. 

XL VI.  2.  —  t'ri/m  hissing  Snake.]  The  constellation  of  the  Scor- 
pion. 

*  Spenser,  in  his  letter  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  states  that  a  palmer 
appeared  at  the  court  of  the  Faerie  Queene,  bearing  a  babe  with  bloody 
hands,  whose  parents  had  fallen  victims  to  Acrasia,  and  that  the  ad- 
venture of  subduing  her  was  consequently  assigned  to  Sir  Guyon;  but 
from  Sir  Guyon's  own  account,  it  seems  that  tlie  palmer  came  alone  to 
tlio  court  of  the  Faerie  Queene,  and  complained  of  Acrasia,  and  that  he 
fell  in  with  the  babe  and  its  parents  after  he  had  set  fortli  upon  the 
adventure. 
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CANTO  III. 


Vaine  Brag-gadocchio,  getting  Guy- 

ons  horse,  is  made  the  scorne 
Of  knighthood  trew  ;  and  is  of  fayre 

BelphcEbe  fowle  forlorne. 

I. 

SooNE  as  the  morrow  fayre  with  purple  beames 
Dispcrst  the  shadowes  of  the  misty  night, 
And  Titan,  playing  on  the  eastern  streames, 
Gan  cleare  the  deawy  ayre  with  springing  light ; 
Sir  Guyon,  mindfuU  of  his  vow  yplight,^ 
Uprose  fiom  drowsie  couch,  and  hiin  addrest 
Unto  the  iourney  which  he  had  behight "  : 
His  puissant  armes  about  his  noble  brest, 
And  many-folded  shield  he  bound  about  his  wrest. 
II. 
Then,  taking  conge*'  of  that  Virgin  pure, 
The  l)loody-handed  Babe  unto  her  tiiUli 
Did  earnestly  committ,  and  her  coniure 
In  vertuous  lore  to  traine  his  tender  youtli, 
And  all  that  gentle  noriture  '*  insu'th  ^  ; 
And  that,  so  soone  as  ryper  yeai-es  he  raught,^ 

'   Yplii,'hf,  plifrhtcd.  ♦  JVoriliiri',  nnrtiiro. 

*  liehight,  ])rninis('d.  *  Ensu'th,  follows,  belongs  to. 

*  Congi,  farewell.  '  Ratight,  reached. 


Arg.  4.  —  Fojclc  forlomc]     Is  left,  in  disgrace  by  Bclpliccbe. 

VOL.  I.  '■26 
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He  mi^^lit,  for  iininory  i>f  that  daycs  rutli,' 
lit;  railed  Kuddyiiiant! ;  and  llicn-ljy  lau^^lit 

T'  avenyc!  his  pan-iiLs  death  on  them  that  had  it  wrought. 

111. 
So  forth  h(j  far'd,  as  now  befell,  on  fofjt, 
Sith  ^  his  g(K)d  steed  is  lately  from  him  r^ono  ; 
Patience  perforce :   helplessc  what  may  it  boot 
To  frett  for  anger,  or  for  griefe  to  mone  ? 
Ilis  Palmer  now  shall  foot  no  more  alone. 
So  fortune  wrought,  as  under  gr(;ene  woodes  syde 
He  lately  heard  that  dying  Lady  grone, 
He  left  his  steed  without,  and  speare  besyde, 

And  rushed  in  on  foot  to  ayd  her  ere  she  dyde. 

IV. 
The  whyles  a  Lossell  ^  wandring  by  the  \\  ay. 
One  that  to  bountie  ^  never  cast  his  mynd, 
Ne  thought  of  honour  ever  did  assay 
His  baser  brest,  but  in  his  kestrell  kynd  ^ 
A  pleasing  vaine  of  glory  he  did  fynd, 
To  \\  hich  his  flowing  toung  and  troublous  *'  spright 
Gave  him  great  ayd,  and  made  him  more  inclynd  ; 
He,  that  brave  steed  their  finding  ready  dight, 

Purloynd  both  steed  and  speare,  and  ran  away  full  light. 

V. 
Now  gan  his  hart  all  swell  in  iollity, 
And  of  himselfe  great  hope  and  help  conceiv'd, 

'  Ruth,  sorrow.  *  Bountie,  goodness. 

*  suit,  since.  *  KcstrcU  hynd,  base  nature. 

'  Lossell,  loose  person.  *  Troublous,  restless. 


II.  8.  —  Ruddymane.]     Ruddijmane  means  bloody-handed. 

III.  2.  —  Sith  his  good  steed.]     See  canto  II.  stanza  XI. 

I\'.  T). 9  pleasing  rainc,  &c.]     He  felt  a  pleasing  glow  of  self- 
complacency. 
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That  puffed  up  with  smoke  of  vanity, 

And  with  selfe-loved  personage  deceiv'd, 

He  gan  to  hope  of  men  to  be  receiv'd 

For  such,  as  he  him  thought,  or  faine  would  bee: 

But  for  ^  in  Court  gay  portaunce  ^  he  perceiv'd, 

And  gallant  shew  to  be  in  greatest  gree,-' 

Eftsoones  '^  to  Court  he  cast  ^  t'advaunce  his  first  degree. 

VI. 
And  by  the  way  he  chaunced  to  espy 
One  sitting  ydle  on  a  sunny  banck, 
To  whom  avaunting  ^  in  great  bravery, 
As  peacocke  that  his  painted  plumes  doth  pranck,' 
He  smote  liis  courser  in  the  trembling  flanck, 
And  to  him  threatned  his  hart-thrilling  speare : 
The  seely  ^  man,  seeing  him  ryde  so  ranck  ^ 
And  ayme  at  him,  fell  flat  to  ground  for  feare, 

And  crying,  "  Mercy,"  loud,  his  pitious  handes  gan  reare. 

VII. 
Thereat  the  Scarcrow  wexed  wondrous  pro\\  d, 
Through  fortune  of  his  first  adventure  fayre. 
And  with  big  thundring  voice  revyld  him  lowd  ; 
"  Vile  caytive,  vassall  of  dread  and  dcspayre, 
Unworthie  of  the  commune  breathed  ayre, 
Why  livest  thou,  dead  dog,  a  lenger^"  day, 
And  doest  not  unto  death  thysclfe  prepayrc  ? 
Dy,  or  thyselfe  my  captive  yield  for  ay : 

Great  favour  I  thee  graunt  for  aunswere  thus  to  stay." 

VITI. 
"  Hold,  O  deare  Lord,  hold  your  dead-doing  hand," 

'  But  for,  because.  «  ATauntin<r,  advancing. 

'  Portaunce,  demeanor.  ''  Pranck,  display. 

'  Grec,  favor.  '  •Sfr/y,  silly. 

*  Eftsoones,  immediatoly.  "  Ranch,  fiorco. 

*  Cast,  purposed.  '"  Lrnirtr,  longer. 
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Tiioii  loiul  he  cryd(j,  '*  I  am  your  liumhhj  tlinill." 

"  All  wn-trli,"  (juotli  h(',  "thy  (h-siinios  withstand 

My  Nvniiliriill  w  ill,  ;uifl  flon  for  inorcy  call. 

I  give  tln'c  iili':   Tlicri  ron-  |)roslrat<'<i  fall, 

Aiul  kissc  my  slimip;  that  thy  lioinaL^*;  hee." 

'J'lic  .Miser'  thnnv  himscHV',  a.s  an  ofFaJl, 

Slrciji;lii  at  his  foot  in  base  huinilitce, 
And  cli'cixd  -  liiiii  his  IIcl;*',  to  hold  of  him  in  fee. 

IX. 

So  hajjjjv  peace  they  made  and  faire  accord. 

Eftsooncs  ^  this  Lie;[^eman  gan  to  wexe  more  bold, 

And,  when  he  felt  the  folly  of  Iiis  Lord, 

In  his  owne  kind  he  gan  him.selfe  unfold : 

For  he  \\  as  wylie  witted,  and  growne  old 

In  cuiHiing  slcightes  and  practick  knaver}\ 

From  that  day  forth  he  cast  ■*  for  to  uphold 

His  ydle  humour  with  fine  flattery. 
And  hlow  the  bellowes  to  his  swelling  vanity. 

X. 

Trompart,  fitt  man  for  Braggadochio 

To  serve  at  Court  in  view  of  vaunting  eye ; 

Vainc-glorious  man,  when  fluttring  wind  does  blow 

In  his  light  winges,  is  lifted  up  to  skye ; 

The  sconic  of  knighthood  and  trew  chevalrye, 

'  Miser,  miserable  person.  ^  EJisoones,  immediately- 

'  Clecpcd,  called.  ♦  Cast,  resolved . 


VIII.  9.  —  And  deeped  him,  «Stc.]  He  acknowledged  himself  to  be 
liis  vassal,  as  if  he  had  been  his  tenant,  and  held  lands  of  him  as  his 
liege  lord. 

IX.  8.  —  His.']     Braggadochio's. 

X.  1. —  Trompart.']  Trompart  means  deceiver,  and  he  plays  the 
part  of  a  ba.so  flalteror.  Tlic  name  of  Braggadochio  expresses  the 
quality  he  is  intended  to  represent. 
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To  thinke,  without  desert  of  gentle  deed 

And  noble  worth,  to  be  advaunced  hye  ; 

Such  prayse  is  shame ;  but  honour,  vertues  meed, 
Doth  bears  the  fajrrest  flowre  in  honourable  seed. 

XI. 

So  forth  they  pas,  a  well  consorted  payre, 

Till  that  at  length  with  Archimage  they  meet : 

Who  seeing  one,  that  shone  in  armour  fayre. 

On  goodly  courser  thondring  uith  his  feet, 

Eftsoones  ^  supposed  him  a  person  meet 

Of  his  revenge  to  make  the  instnjment : 

For  since  the  Redcrosse  Knight  he  erst  ^  did  weet  ^ 

To  been  with  Guyon  knitt  in  one  consent, 
The  ill,  which  earst^  to  him,  he  now  to  Guyon  ment.^ 

XII. 

And  comming  close  to  Trompart  gan  inquere 

Of  him,  what  mightie  warriour  that  mote  bee, 

That  rode  in  golden  sell  ^  with  single  spere,^ 

But  wanted  sword  to  wreake  his  enmitee. 

"  He  is  a  great  adventurer,"  said  he, 

"  That  hath  his  sword  through  hard  assay ''  forgone,® 

And  now  hath  vowd,  till  he  avenged  bee 

Of  that  despight,^  never  to  weai'en  none ; 
That  spearo  is  him  enough  to  doen  ^^  a  tliousand  grone." 

'  Eflsooncs,  immediately.  ^  Single  sj)ere,  spear  alone. 

*  Erst,  before.  '  Assaij,  enterprise. 
'  Wcct,  learn.  8  Forgone,  lost. 

*  Ment,  intended.  ^  Dcs])iglit,  insult. 

*  Sell,  saddle.  »<>  Docn,  make. 


XI.  3.  —  fii  armour  faijrc]  Braggadochio  had  stolen  Sir  Guyon's 
liorse  and  spear;  but  it  does  not  appear  how  he  came  into  possession  of 
the  armor  he  wore. 

XII.  !>. —  Tlitit  sprare,  &c.]  That  spear  is  sufilcient  for  him  to  cause 
a  thousand  to  groan. 

26* 
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A 1 1 1 
Til'  Enchauntcr  greatly  ioycd  in  tlic  vaunt, 
And  wcMMiod  \v(;ll  en;  lon<,'  Ms  will  to  win, 
And  holli  his  fo<Ti  with  (-(jiiidl  (oyU-  to  daunt : 
Tlio  to  liiin  louling  '  lowly  did  bcji^in 
To  pliiini-  of  wron;,'<!S,  wliidi  had  coininittfjd  bin 
By  Guyon,  and  hy  that  false  Iledcrosse  Knight; 
Which  two,  through  treason  and  deceiptfull  gin,^ 
Had  slayne  Sir  Mordant  and  his  Lady  bright : 

That  mote  him  honour  win,  to  wreak  ^  so  foule  despight. 

XIV. 
Therewith  all  suddcinly  he  seemd  enrag'd, 
And  thrcatned  death  with  dreadful!  countcnaunce, 
As  if  their  lives  had  in  his  hand  beene  gag'd  ■* ; 
And  with  stifFe  force  shaking  his  mortall  launce, 
To  let  him  weet  ^  his  doughtie  valiaunce. 
Thus  said  ;  "  Old  man,  great  sure  shal  be  thy  meed. 
If,  where  those  Knights  for  feare  of  dew  vengeaunce 
Doe  lurke,  thou  certeinly  to  mee  areed,^ 

That  I  may  WTcake  ^  on  them  their  hainous  hateful  deed." 

XV. 
"  Certes,  my  Lord,"  said  he,  ''  that  shall  I  soone, 
And  give  you  eke  good  helpe  to  their  decay ,'^ 
But  mote  I  wisely  you  advise  to  doon  ^ ; 
Give  no  ods  to  your  foes,  but  doe  purvay  ' 
Yourselfe  of  sword  before  that  bloody  day ; 
(For  they  be  two  the  prowest  Knights  on  grownd, 
And  oft  approv'd  in  many  hard  assay  ^° ;) 

>  Louting,  bending.  '  ^reed,  inform. 

2  qIji^  plot.  '  Detay,  defeat,  or  destruction. 

3  Wreak   avenore.  *  Doon  iciseJy,  act  considerately. 
<  Gag'd,  pledged.  '  Purray,  provide. 

6  JVcct,  know.  '"  Jssay,  enterprise. 
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And  eke  of  surest  Steele,  that  may  be  fownd, 
Do  anne  yourselfe  against  that  day,  them  to  confownd." 

XVI. 
"  Dotard,"  said  he,  "  let  be  ^  thy  deepe  advise ; 
Seemes  that  through  many  yeares  thy  wits  thee  faile, 
And  that  weake  eld^  hath  left  thee  nothing  wise, 
Els  never  should  thy  iudgement  be  so  frayle 
To  measure  manhood  by  the  sword  or  mayle. 
Is  not  enough  fowre  quarters  of  a  man, 
Withouten  sword  or  shield,  an  hoste  to  quayle  ? 
Thou  litle  wotest  ^  that  this  right-hand  can : 
Speake  they,  which  have  beheld  the  battailes  which  it  wan." 
XVII. 
The  man  was  much  abashed  at  his  boast ; 
Yet  well  he  wist  that  whoso  would  contend 
With  either  of  those  Knightes  on  even  coast. 
Should  neede  of  all  his  armes  him  to  defend  ; 
Yet  feared  least  his  boldnesse  should  offend  : 
When  Braggadocchio  saide  ;  "  Once  I  did  sweare, 
When  with  one  sword  seven  Knightes  I  brought  to  end, 
Thenceforth  in  battaile  never  sword  to  beare, 
But  it  were  that  which  noblest  Knight  on  earth  doth  weare." 
XVIII. 
"  Perdy,''  Sir  Knight,"  saide  then  th'  Enchaunter  blive,* 
"  That  sliall  I  shortly  purchase  ^  to  your  bond  : 
For  now  the  best  and  noblest  Knight  alive 

'  Let  he,  away  witli.         *  Perdy,  in  truth ;  corrupted  from  Par  Dial. 
*  Eld,  age.  *  Blivc,  presently. 

'   Wolr^t,  knowest.  ^  Purchase,  procure. 


XV.  0.  —  Do  arme  yoitrsrJfe.]     Brafrjradneliio,  it  will  be  remembered, 
had  neither  sword  nor  shield  —  only  tlic  stolen  spear. 

XVI.  2.  —  Seemes.']     It  seems. 

XVII.  3.  —  Even  coast.]     Fair  ground,  or  equal  terms. 
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Prince  Arthur  is,  tliiit  woimts  '  in  Faerie  lond  ; 

He  liulli  a  sword,  tliai  llanics  like  Ijuniin^  liioiul : 

TIk;  same,  l)y  my  dt-vic*;,  I  undertake 

Shall  hy  to  incjrrow  hy  thy  side  be  fond." 

At  which  bold  word  that  Boaster  gan  to  quake, 

And  wondrcd  in  his  niinde  what  mote  that  monster  make. 

XIX. 
He  stayd  not  for  more  bidding,  but  away 
Was  suddein  vanished  out  of  his  sight : 
The  northeme  winde  his  wings  did  broad  display 
At  his  conimaund,  and  reared  him  up  light 
From  off  the  earth  to  take  his  aerie  flight. 
They  lookt  about,  but  no  where  could  cspye 
Tract  of  his  foot :  then  dead  through  great  affiight 
They  both  nigh  were,  and  each  bad  other  flye : 

Both  fled  attonce,  ne  ever  backe  retoumed  eye  ; 

XX. 
Till  that  they  come  unto  a  forrest  greene, 
In  which  they  shrowd  themselves  from  causeles  feare : 
Yet  feare  them  follow6s  still,  where  so  they  beene : 
Each  trembling  leafe  and  whistling  wind  they  heare, 
As  ghastly  bug,  does  greatly  them  affeare : 
Yet  both  doe  strive  their  fearefulnesse  to  faine. 
At  last  they  heard  a  home  that  shrilled  cleare 
Throughout  the  w'ood  that  ecchoed  againe, 

And  made  the  forrest  ring,  as  -  it  would  rive  in  twaine. 

1   Wonnes,  lives.  '  As,  as  if. 


XVIII.  9. —  ]llint  mote  that  monster  nm/.c.]     What  tliat  strange  per- 
son meant,  or,  perhaps,  what  lie  might  do. 

XIX.  1.  — //f,  &c.]     Archimago. 

XX.  5. — Is  ghastly  bug.']     Bug  was  formerly  used  for  any  mon- 
strous or  frightful  appearance.    Shakspeare  says,  (K.  Henry  VI.  Part  I.) 

"For  Warwick  was  a  bug  that  feared  us  all;" 
that  is,  was  a  formidable  being,  that  frightened  us  all. 
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XXI. 

Eft  ^  through  the  thicke  ^  they  heard  one  rudely  rush ; 

With  noyse  whereof  he  fi'om  his  loftie  steed 

Downe  fell  to  ground,  and  crept  into  a  bush, 

To  hide  his  coward  head  from  dying  dreed. 

But  Trompart  stoutly  stayd  to  taken  heed 

Of  what  might  hap.     Eftsoone"^  there  stepped  foorth 

A  goodly  Ladie  clad  in  hunters  weed, 

That  seemd  to  be  a  woman  of  great  w^orth, 

And  by  her  stately  poitance  ^  borne  of  heavenly  birth. 
XXII. 
Her  face  so  faiie,  as  flesh  it  seemed  not, 
But  hevenly  pourtraict  of  bright  angels  hew, 
Cleare  as  the  skye,  withouten  blame  or  blot. 
Through  goodly  mixture  of  complexions  dew  ; 
And  in  her  cheekes  the  vermeill  red  did  shew 
Like  roses  in  a  bed  of  lillies  shed. 
The  which  ambrosiall  odours  from  them  threw, 
And  gazers  sence  with  double  pleasure  fed, 

Hable  to  heale  the  sicke  and  to  revive  the  ded. 
XXIII. 
In  her  faire  eyes  two  living  lamps  did  flame, 
Kindled  above  at  th'  Hevenly  ]\Iakci-s  light, 
And  darted  fyrie  beames  out  of  the  same, 
So  passing  persant,-''  and  so  wondrous  bright. 
That  quite  lieroav'd  the  rash  belioldoi-s  sight : 
In  them  the  blinded  god  his  lustfuU  fyro 

'  Eft,  afterwards.  *  Portance,  dcmoanor. 

^  Thickf.,  thickets.  »  Persant,  piercing. 

^  Eftsoone,  immediately. 


XXI.  7.  —  A  froodhj  iMtlie,  &c.']  In  the  beautiful  and  elaborate  por- 
trait of  Belphojbc,  Spenser  has  drawn  a  Hatterod  likeness  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 
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To  kindle  oft  assayd,  but  li;ul  no  ini^lit ; 
For,  witli  drcfld  niaiestie  and  awfull  yre, 

Sho  broke  his  wanton  darts,  and  (juenched  bace  desyre. 
XXIV. 
Her  yvorie  forhead,  full  of  bountie  brave, 
Like  a  broad  table  did  itselfe  dispred, 
For  J^iOVG  bis  loftie  triumpbcs  to  en<rrave, 
And  write  the  battailes  of  his  CTeat  godhed  : 
All  good  and  honour  might  therein  be  red  ; 
For  there  their  dwelling  was.     And,  when  she  spake, 
Sweete  wordes,  like  dropping  bonny,  she  did  shed ; 
And  twixt  the  perles  and  rubins  ^  softly  brake 

A  silver  sound,  that  heavenly  musicke  seemd  to  make. 
XXV. 
Upon  her  eyelids  many  Graces  sate, 
Under  the  shadow  of  her  even  browes. 
Working  belgardes  ^  and  amorous  retrate  ^  ; 
And  everie  one  her  with  a  gi-ace  endowes. 
And  everie  one  with  meekenesse  to  her  bowes : 
So  glorious  mirrhour  of  celestiall  grace, 
And  soveraine  moniment  of  mortall  vowes. 
How  shall  frayle  pen  descrive  her  heavenly  face. 

For  feare,  through  N\'ant  of  skill,  her  beauty  to  disgrace ! 
XXVI. 
So  faire,  and  thousand  thousand  times  more  faire, 
She  seemd,  when  she  presented  was  to  sight ; 
And  was  yclad,  for  heat  of  scorching  aire, 
All  in  a  silken  camus ''  lilly  whight, 
Purfled  ^  upon  with  many  a  folded  plight,^ 
Which  all  above  besprinckled  was  throughout 

•  Rubiiis,  rubies.  ■*  Camus,  thin  dress. 

2  Belgardes,  sweet  looks.  ^  Purfied,  embroidered. 

»  Retrate,  picture.  *  Plight,  p'ait. 
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With  golden  aygulets,^  that  glistred  bright 
Like  twinckling  starres  ;  and  all  the  skirt  about 

Was  hemd  with  golden  fringe. 

XXVII. 
Below  her  ham  her  weed  ^  did  somewhat  trajme, 
And  her  streight  legs  most  bravely  were  embayld  ' 
In  gilden  buskins  of  costly  cordwayne,^ 
All  bard  with  golden  bendes,  which  were  entayld  ^ 
With  curious  antickes,  and  full  fayre  aumayld  ^ : 
Before,  they  fastned  were  under  her  knee 
In  a  rich  iewell,  and  therein  entrayld  "^ 
The  ends  of  all  the  knots,  that  none  might  see 

How  they  \^dthin  their  fouldings  close  en\sTapped  bee : 
XXVIII. 
Like  two  faire  marble  pillours  they  were  scene. 
Which  doe  the  temple  of  the  gods  support, 
Whom  all  the  people  decke  with  girlands  gi'eene, 
And  honour  in  their  festivall  resort ; 
Those  same  with  stately  grace  and  princely  port 
She  taught  to  tread,  when  she  herselfe  would  grace , 
But  with  the  woody  nymphes  when  she  did  play. 
Or  when  the  flying  libbard  ^  she  did  chace. 

She  could  them  nimbly  move,  and  after  fly  apace. 
XXIX. 
And  in  her  hand  a  sharpe  bore-speare  she  held, 
And  at  her  backe  a  bow  and  quiver  gay, 

'  Jiyguhts,  tagged  points.  °  Entayhl,  carved. 

*  Weed,  dross.  *  Aiimaijld,  enamelled. 
'  Emhaijld,  bound  up.  '  Entrayld,  twisted. 

*  Cordwaync,  Spanish  leather.  ®  Libbard,  leopard. 


XXVII.  4. —  Dard  with  golden  baides.]     Marked  with  golden  orna 
ments. 


312 


THK     KAIlltIK     (il   KKNK.  U.    II. 


Stuft  with  stcel-licad«.'d  darlcs  wlicrewiili  she  qucld 
The  salvage  bcastes  in  her  victorious  play, 
Knit  with  a  golden  bauldricko  which  forelay 
Athwart  her  snowy  hrest,  and  did  divide 
Her  daintie  paps ;  which,  like  youn;,'  fruit  in  May, 
Now  little  gan  to  swell,  and  Itciiig  tide 

Through  her  thin  weed,  their  places  only  signiGde. 
XXX. 
Her  yellow  lockes,  crisped  like  golden  wyre, 
About  her  shoulders  weren  loosely  shed, 
And,  when  the  winde  emongst  them  did  inspyre,^ 
They  waved  like  a  penon  wyde  dispred, 
And  low  behinde  her  backe  were  scattered : 
And,  whether  art  it  were  or  hcedlesse  hap, 
As  through  the  flouring  foirest  rash  she  fled, 
In  her  rude  heares  sweet  flowres  themselves  did  lap,^ 

And  flourishing  fresh  leaves  and  blossomes  did  enwrap. 
XXXI. 
Such  as  Diana  by  the  sandy  shore 
Of  swift  Eurotas,  or  on  Cynthus  greene, 
Where  all  the  nyniphes  have  her  unw^ares  forlore,^ 
Wandreth  alone  with  bow  and  arrowes  keene, 
To  seeke  her  game :  Or  as  that  famous  queene 
Of  Amazons,  whom  Pyn-Jius  did  destroy, 
The  day  that  first  of  Priame  she  was  seene, 
Did  shew  herselfe  in  great  triumphant  ioy, 

To  succour  the  weake  state  of  sad  afflicted  Troy. 

'  Ivspyrc,  breathe.  *  Lap,  entwine  themselves.  ^  Forlore,  left. 


XXX.  1.  —  Her  yellow  lockes,  &c.]  The  yellow  locks  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  enter  largely  into  the  descriptions  of  beauty  by  the  poets  of 
her  reign. 

XXXI.  5. —  TJiat  famous  queene.]  Penthesilea,  who,  according  to 
the  received  accounts,  was  slain  bj'  Achilles. 
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XXXIl. 

Such  when  as  hartlesse  ^  Trompart  her  did  vew, 

He  was  dismayed  in  his  coward  minde, 

And  doubted  whether  he  himselfe  should  shew, 

Or  fly  away,  or  bide  alone  behinde ; 

Both  feare  and  hope  he  in  her  face  did  finde : 

When  she  at  last  him  spying  thus  bespake  ; 

"  Hayle,  groome :  didst  not  thou  see  a  bleeding  hynde, 

Whose  right  haunch  earst  ^  my  stedfast  aiTow  strake  ? 

If  thou  didst,  tell  me,  that  I  may  her  overtake." 
XXXIII. 
Wherewith  reviv'd,  this  answere  forth  he  tlirew ; 
"  O  goddesse,  (for  such  I  thee  take  to  bee,) 
For  nether  dotli  thy  face  terrestriall  shew. 
Nor  voyce  sound  mortall ;  I  avow  to  thee. 
Such  wounded  beast,  as  diat,  I  did  not  see, 
Sith  earst  ^  into  this  forrest  wild  I  came. 
But  mote  thy  goodlyhed  forgive  it  mee, 
To  weete^  which  of  die  gods  I  shall  thee  name, 

That  unto  thee  dew  worship  I  may  rightly  frame." 
XXXIV. 
To  whom  she  thus  —  But  ere  her  words  ensewd, 
Unto  the  bush  her  eye  did  suddein  glaunce. 
In  which  vaine  Braggadocchio  was  mewd,^ 
And  saw  it  stin'e  :  She  lefte  her  percing  launce. 
And  towards  gan  a  deadly  shafte  advaunce, 
In  mind  to  marke  the  beast.     At  which  sad  sto\vi'e,^ 
Trompart  forth  stept,  to  slay  die  mortall  cliaunce. 
Outcrying;  "O!  whatever  IicvomIv  powre. 

Or  earUily  wight  diou  be,  withliolil  this  deadly  howre  !  "^ 

'  Haiilcssc,  timid.  *  Mtird,  concealed. 

'  Earst,  lately.  ^  Slowre,  danger. 

'  Sith  earst,  since  lately  ''  Iloirrr,  misfortune. 

*   Wccte,  inquire. 
VOL.    I.  27 
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XXXV. 

"  O  !  stay  tliy  liaiu!  ;  for  yonder  is  no  game 
For  thy  fiers  arrowcs,  tlwiij  to  exorcize  ; 
But  loe  !  my  I»r(l,  iny  Licye,  uliose  warlike  name 
Is  far  rcnowmd  through  many  bold  emprize ; 
And  now  in  shade  he  shrowded  yonder  lies." 
She  staid :  With  that  he  crauld  out  of  his  nest, 
Forth  creeping  on  his  caitive  ^  hands  and  thies ; 
And  standing  stoudy  up  his  lofty  crest 

Did  fiercely  shake,  and  rowze  as  coinming  late  from  rest. 
XXXVI. 
As  fearfull  fowle,  that  long  in  secret  cave 
For  dread  of  soring  hauke  herselfe  hath  hid, 
Not  caring  how,  her  silly  life  to  save, 
She  her  gay  painted  plumes  disorderid  ; 
Seeing  at  last  herselfe  from  daunger  rid, 
Peeps  forth,  and  soone  renews  her  native  pride ; 
She  gins  her  feathers  fowle  disfigured 
Prowdly  to  prune,^  and  sett  on  every  side ; 

She  shakes  off  shame,  ne  thinks  how  ei-st  ^  she  did  her  hide. 
XXXVII. 
So  when  her  goodly  \isage  he  beheld. 
He  gan  himselfe  to  vaunt :  But,  when  he  vewd 
Those  deadly  tooles  which  in  her  hand  she  held, 
Soone  into  other  fitts  he  was  transmewd,^ 
Till  she  to  him  her  gracious  spcach  renewd  ; 
"  All  haile,  Sk  Knight,  and  well  may  thee  befall, 
As  all  the  like,  which  honor  have  pursewd 
Through  deeds  of  annes  and  prowesse  martiall ! 

All  vertue  merits  praise,  but  such  the  most  of  all." 

J  Caitive,  vile.  '  Prune,  smooth.  ^  Erst,  lately. 

■*  Transmcicd,  changed. 
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XXXVIII. 

To  whom  he  thus ;  "  O  fairest  under  side, 
Trew  be  thy  words,  and  worthy  of  thy  praise, 
That  warhke  feats  doest  highest  glorifie. 
Therein  I  have  spent  all  my  youthly  dales. 
And  many  battailes  fought  and  many  fraies 
Throughout  the  world,  wherso  they  might  be  found, 
Endevoring  my  dreaded  name  to  raise 
Above  the  moone,  that  Fame  may  it  resound 

In  her  etemall  tromp  with  laurell  gii'lond  cround. 
XXXIX. 
"  But  what  art  thou,  O  Lady,  which  doest  raunge 
In  this  wilde  forest,  where  no  pleasure  is. 
And  doest  not  it  for  ioyous  Court  exchaunge, 
Emongst  thine  equall  peres,  where  happy  blis 
And  all  delight  does  raigne  much  .more  than  this  ? 
There  thou  maist  love,  and  dearly  loved  be. 
And  swim  in  pleasure,  which  thou  here  doest  mis ; 
There  maist  thou  best  be  scene,  and  best  maist  see : 

The  wood  is  fit  for  beasts,  the  Court  is  fitt  for  Thee." 

XL. 
"  Whoso  in  pompe  of  prowd  estate,"  quoth  she, 
"  Does  swim,  and  bathes  himselfe  in  courtly  blis, 
Does  waste  his  dales  in  darke  obscuritee. 
And  in  oblivion  ever  buried  is  : 
Where  ease  abownds,  yt's  (n\di  ^  to  doe  amis : 
But  who  his  limbs  with  labours,  and  his  mynd 
Behaves  ^  with  cares,  cannot  so  easy  niis.^ 
Abroad  in  armes,  at  home  in  studious  kynd,'' 

WIk)  seekeS'  with  painfull  toile,  shall  Honor  soonest  fynd : 

'   Yt's  cath,  it  is  easy.  '  Behaves,  occupioH,  or  disciplines. 

'  Mis,  err.  ♦  Kynd,  occupation. 
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XLI. 
"  In  woods,  in  waves,  in  wam-s,  slie  wonts  to  dwell, 
And  will  be  found  willi  pcrill  and  with  paine ; 
Ne  can  tlie  man,  that  moulds  in  ydle  cell, 
Unto  her  happy  mansion  attaine  : 
Before  her  yate  Hi;,Mi  (jod  did  Sweate  ordaine. 
And  wakefull  Watches  ever  to  ahidt^ : 
But  easy  is  tlie  way  and  passage  plaine 
To  Pleasures  pallace  :  it  may  soone  be  spide, 
And  day  and  night  lier  dorcs  to  all  stand  open  wide. 

XLI  I. 
"  In  Princes  Court  "  — The  rest  she  would  have  sayd, 
But  that  the  foolish  man  (fild  with  delight 
Of  her  swecte  %\'ords  that  all  his  sence  dismayd, 
And  widi  her  wondrous  beauty  ravisht  quight) 
Gan  bui-ne  in  filthy  lust ;  and,  leaping  light, 
ThouL^ht  in  his  bastard  ^  armes  her  to  embrace. 
Willi  that  she,  swarving^  backe,  her  iavelin  bright 
Against  him  bent,  and  fiercely  did  menace : 
So  turned  her  about,  and  fled  away  apace. 

XLIII. 
Which  when  the  Pesaunt  saw,  amazd  he  stood. 
And  grieved  at  her  flight ;  yet  durst  he  not 
Pui-sew  her  steps  through  wild  unknowen  \\'Ood  ; 
Besides  he  feard  her  wrath,  and  threatned  shott, 
Whiles  in  the  bush  he  lay,  not  yet  forgott : 
Ne  cai-'d  he  greatly  for  her  presence  vayne, 

1  Bastard,  base.  -  Sicarring,  retreating. 


XLII.  9.  —  So  turned  her  about,  &c.]  In  BclphoDbe,  Spenser  ira- 
bodies  the  idea  of  pure  and  dignified  womanhood,  which  no  poet 
understood  better  or  reverenced  more. 

XLIII.  6.  —  Her  presence  raync]     Her  presence  useless  to  hira. 
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But  turning  said  to  Trompart ;  "  What  fowle  blott 
Is  this  to  Knight,  that  Lady  should  agayne 

Depart  to  woods  untoucht,  and  leave  so  proud  disdayne ! " 
XLIV. 
"  Perdy/  "  said  Trompart,  "  lett  her  pas  at  will, 
Least  by  her  presence  daunger  mote  befall. 
For  who  can  tell  (and  sure  I  feare  it  ill) 
But  that  shec  is  some  powre  celestiall  ? 
For,  whiles  she  spake,  her  gi-eat  ^\'ords  did  appall 
My  feeble  corage,  and  my  heart  oppresse, 
That  yet  I  quake  and  tremble  over  all." 
"  And  1,"  said  Braggadocchio,  "  thought  no  lesse, 

When  first  I  heard  her  horn  sound  with  such  ghastlinesse. 
XLV. 
"  For  from  my  mothers  wombe  this  grace  I  have 

"     Me  given  by  eternall  destiny, 

That  earthly  thing  may  not  my  corage  brave 

Dismay  with  feare,  or  cause  one  foote  to  flye, 

But  either  hellish  feends,  or  powres  on  hye : 

Which  was  the  cause,  when  earst  ^  that  home  I  heard, 

Weening  it  had  beene  thunder  in  the  skye, 

I  hid  my  selfe  froui  it,  as  one  affeard  ; 

But,  when  I  other  knew,  my  self  I  boldly  reard. 
XLVI. 
"  But  now,  for  feare  of  woi-sc  that  may  betide, 
Let  us  soonc  hence  depart."     They  soone  agi'ee  : 
So  to  his  steed  he  gott,  and  gan  to  ride 
As  one  unfitt  therefore,  that  all  might  see 

'  Perdy,  truly.  *  Earst,  lately. 


XLIII.  n.  —  Leave  so  proud  disdaijnc]  Leave  us  so  proudly  and 
disdainfully. 

XLV.  9. —  When  I  other  hneic]  When  I  knew  tliat  it  was  some 
other  sound. 

27  * 
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JIo  l)u(l  not  IrayiK.d  bcnu  in  ciicvulrce. 
Wlii(;li  well  tliat  valiaunt  courser  did  disceme; 
For  lio  (l(;.sj)i.s(l  lo  tread  in  dew  dej^roc, 
IJut  cliauld  and  foin'd  with  coniL'<:  riers  and  steme, 
And  lo  be  easd  of  tiiat  base  burden  still  did  eme.^ 

'  Erne,  yearn,  or  desire. 


XLVI.  5.  —  He  had  not  traijned,  &c.]  In  tlie  education  of  the 
knight,  great  attention  was  paid  to  horst-manship,  and  if  a  person  did 
not  ride  well,  it  was  a  proof  that  he  had  not  received  a  knightly  training. 


C.  IV.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE. 


319 


CANTO   IV. 

Guyon  does  Furor  bind  in  chaines, 

And  stops  Occasion : 
Delivers  Phaon,  and  therefore 

By  Strife  is  rayld  uppon. 

1. 

In  brave  poursuitt  of  honorable  deed, 
There  is  I  know  not  what  great  difference 
Betweene  the  vulgar  and  the  noble  seed, 
Which  unto  things  of  valorous  pretence 
Seemes  to  be  borne  by  native  influence ; 
As  feates  of  armes  ;  and  love  to  entertaine  : 
But  chiefly  skill  to  ride  seemes  a  science 
Proper  to  gentle  blood :  Some  others  faine 
To  menage  steeds,  as  did  this  Vaunter ;  but  in  vaine. 
II. 
But  he,  the  rightfull  owner  of  that  steede, 
Who  well  could  menage  and  subdew  his  pride, 
The  whiles  on  foot  was  forced  for  to  yeed  ^ 
With  that  blacke  Palmer,  his  most  trusty  guide. 
Who  suflnred  not  his  wandring  feete  to  sHde  ; 
But  when  strong  passion,  or  weake  fleshlinesse, 
Would  from  tlie  right  way  seeke  to  draw  him  wide, 

>    Yeed,  go. 


II.  \.—  Bnt  he,  &.C.]     Tho  adventures  of  Sir  Guyon  are  resumed 
from  canto  III.  stanza  III. 
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Ho  would,  tl)roii;fli  tcmpcTaunce  and  sledfastnesse, 
Tcucli  liiiii  tli(;  weak  to  slren^liL'n,  and  the  strong  suppresse. 

III. 

It  fortuned,  forlli  fariii;^^  ou  liis  way, 

He  saw  liDiii  liir,  or  sfcinrd  for  to  see, 

Soiiir  trouhl(jus  upron-  or  contentious  fray, 

Wlicrt'to  111!  (hew  in  liast  it  to  a<^aec.^ 

A  Mad  Man,  or  that  feigned  mad  to  bee, 

Drew  l)y  the  hcare  alonjf  upon  the  grownd 

A  handsom  Stripling  with  great  crueltee. 

Whom  sore  he  bett,  and  gor'd  with  many  a  wownd, 
That  cheekes  with  teares,    and  sydes  with  blood,  did  all 
abownd. 

IV. 

And  him  behynd  a  wicked  Hag  did  stalks, 

In  ragged  robes  and  filthy  disaray ; 

Her  other  leg  was  lame,  that  she  no'te  -  walke, 

But  on  a  statTe  her  feeble  steps  did  stay : 

Her  lockcs,  that  loathly  were  and  hoarie  gray, 

Grew  all  afore,  and  loosly  hong  unrold ; 

But  all  behinde  was  bald,  and  wome  away. 

That  none  thereof  could  ever  taken  hold  ; 
And  eke  her  face  ill-favour'd,  full  of  wrinckles  old. 

V. 

And,  ever  as  she  went,  her  toung  did  walke  ^ 

In  fowle  reproch  and  ternies  of  vile  despight, 

Provoking  him,  by  her  outrageous  talke, 

'  Agree,  settle.  ^  JSVte,  could  not. 

3  Walke,  move. 


IV.  3.  —  Olher  leg.}     Left  leg. 

IV.  6.  —  GreiD  all  afore.'}  Time  is  also  represented  in  pictures  as 
having  hair  only  on  the  front  of  his  head ;  whence  the  expression  of 
'  taking  time  by  the  forelock.' 
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To  heape  more  vengeance  on  that  wretched  wight  : 
Sometimes  she  raught  ^  liim  stones,  wherwith  to  smite ; 
Sometimes  her  staffe,  though  it  her  one  leg  were, 
Withouten  which  she  could  not  goe  upright ; 
Ne  any  evil  meanes  she  did  forbeare. 

That  might  him  move  to  wrath,  and  indignation  reare. 

VI. 
The  noble  Guyon,  mov'd  with  great  remorse, 
Approching,  first  the  Hag  did  thmst  away ; 
And  after,  adding  more  impetuous  fovse, 
His  mighty  hands  did  on  the  Madman  lay. 
And  pluckt  him  backe ;  who,  all  on  fii-e  streightway, 
Against  him  turning  all  his  fell  intent. 
With  beastly  brutish  rage  gan  him  assay ,^ 
And  smott,  and  bitt,  and  kickt,  and  scratcht,  and  rent, 

And  did  he  wist  not  what  in  his  avengement. 

VII. 
And  sure  he  was  a  man  of  mickle  might. 
Had  he  had  govemaunce  it  well  to  guyde  : 
But,  when  the  frantick  fitt  inflamd  his  spright. 
His  force  was  vaine,  and  strooke  more  often  wyde 
Then  at  the  aymed  marke  which  he  had  eyde: 
And  oft  himselfe  he  chaunst  to  hurt  unwares, 
Whylest  reason,  blent  ^  through  passion,  nought  descryde  ; 
But,  as  a  blindfold  bull,  at  random  fares. 

And  where  he  hits  nought   Iviiowes,  and  whom  he  hurts 
nouglit  cares. 

VIII. 
His  nule  assault  and  rugged  handcling 
Straunge  seemed  to  the  Knight,  that  aye  widi  foe 
In  fay  re  defence  and  goodly  mcnaging 

*  Raught,  reached.  »  ^ssaij,  attack.  ^  BUnt,  blinded. 


322  TJIK    KAKHIK    qCKKNE.  B.   II. 

Of  :inncs  was  wont  to  fight;  yet  natliemoe  ' 
Was  lie  iihaslicd  now,  not  figliting  so  ; 
IJul,  more  eiificrrcd  llirtuigli  liis  riirrisli  play,^ 
Him  sternly  grj'pt,  and,  liailin;;;  ■'  to  and  fro, 
To  overthrow  him  strongly  did  assay. 

But  overthrew  hiinselfe  nnwares.  and  lower "^  lay: 

IX. 
And  being  downc,  the  Villein  sore  did  beate 
And  bruze  with  clownish  fistes  his  manly  face : 
And  eke  the  Hag,  with  many  a  bitter  threat, 
Still  cald  upon  to  kill  him  in  the  place. 
With  whose  reproch,  and  odious  menace, 
The  Knight  emboyling  ^  in  his  haugiitie  hart 
Knitt  all  his  forces,  and  gan  soone  unbrace 
His  grasping  hold :  so  lightly  did  upstart. 

And  drew  his  deadly  weapon  to  maintaine  his  part. 

X. 
Which  when  the  Palmer  saw,  he  loudly  crj'de, 
"  Not  so,  O  Guyon,  never  thinke  that  so 
That  Monster  can  be  maistred  or  destroyd : 
He  is  not,  ah  !  he  is  not  such  a  foe. 
As  Steele  can  wound,  or  strength  can  overthroe. 
That  same  is  Furor,  cui-sed  cruell  wight, 
That  unto  knighthood  workes  much  shame  and  woe ; 
And  that  same  Hag,  his  aged  mother,  hight  ^ 

Occasion  ;  the  roote  of  all  \\Tath  and  despight. 

XI. 
"  With  her,  whoso  will  raging  Furor  tame, 

'  JVathimoe,  none  the  more.  ■*  Ix»ccr,  low. 

*  Currish  play,  brutal  conduct.        ^  Emboyling,  being  indignant. 

'  HaUing,  dragging.  ^  Hight,  called. 


IX.  4.  —  In  the  place.'\     At  once ;  in  the  place  where  he  was. 
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Must  first  begin,  and  well  her  amenage  ^ : 

First  her  restraine  fi'om  her  reprochfuU  blame 

And  evill  meanes,  with  which  she  doth  enrage 

Her  frantick  sonne,  and  kindles  his  corage ; 

Then,  when  she  is  withdi-awne  or  strong  withstood, 

It's  eath  -  his  ydle  fury  to  aswage, 

And  calme  the  tempest  of  his  passion  wood  ^ : 

The  bankes  are  overflowne  when  stopped  is  the  flood." 

XII. 
Therewith  Sir  Guyon  left  his  first  emprise,'* 
And,  turning  to  that  Woman,  fast  her  hent^ 
By  the  hoare  lockes  that  hong  before  her  eyes, 
And  to  the  ground  her  tlirew :  yet  n'ould  ^  she  stent ' 
Her  bitter  rayling  and  foule  revilement ; 
But  still  provokt  her  sonne  to  wreake  ^  her  WTong : 
But  nathelesse  he  did  her  still  torment, 
And,  catching  hold  of  her  ungratious  tong. 

Thereon  an  yron  lock  did  fasten  firme  and  strong. 

XIII. 
Then,  whenas  use  of  speach  was  fixjm  her  reft, 
With  her  two  crooked  handes  she  signes  did  make, 
And  beckned  him ;  the  last  help  she  had  left : 

*  ^menage,  manage.  *  Ilcnt,  seized. 

'  Eath,  easy.  ^  JS'ould,  would  not. 

3  Wood,  frantic.  '  Stent,  restrain. 

*  Emprise,  enterprise.  ^  WrcuUe,  avenge. 

XI.  9.  —  The  bankes  are  overflowne,  »fec.]  '  Do  not  attempt  to  clieck 
Furor  directly,  as  you  only  increase  tlie  evil  by  so  doing;  as  rivers, 
which  are  stopped  in  their  course,  overflow  their  banks.' 

XI.!'. —  When  stopped  is  the  flood.]  The  advice  of  tlie  palmer 
teaches  us  tiiat  the  only  way  in  which  a  habit  of  passion  is  to  be  con- 
quered, is  by  being  on  our  guard  against  those  particular  occasions 
which  call  it  into  exercise, 

XIII   3  —I Urn.}     Her  son. 
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JJiil  lir  thai  lasi  Irfi  licljx;  away  did  Uike, 
And  l)olli  her  Imndes  fast  bound  unto  a  stake, 
Tliat  she  no'to  ^  stirrc.     Tlien  j^an  licr  sonne  to  flye 
Full  fast  away,  and  did  her  (juite  foi-sake : 
But  Guyon  after  liiiii  in  hast  did  hye, 

And  soonc  him  overtooke  in  sad  perplexitye. 

XIV. 
In  his  strong  armes  he  stifly  him  embraste, 
AVI10  him  gain-strivinir  2  nought  at  all  prevaild ; 
For  all  his  power  was  utterly  defaste,^ 
And  furious  fitts  at  eai-st ''  quite  weren  ^  quaUd  : 
Oft  he  re'nforst,*^  and  oft  his  forces  fayld, 
Yet  yield  he  would  not,  nor  his  rancor  slacke. 
Then  him  to  ground  he  cast,  and  nidi^ly  hayld,'' 
And  both  his  hands  fast  bound  behind  his  backe, 

And  both  his  feet  in  fetters  to  an  yron  racke. 

XV. 
With  hundred  yron  chaines  he  did  him  bmd, 
And  hundred  knots,  that  did  him  sore  constraine : 
Yet  his  great  yron  teeth  he  still  did  grind 
And  grimly  gnash,  threatning  revenge  in  vaine : 
His  burning  eyen,  whom  bloody  strakes^  did  staine, 
Stared  full  wide,  and  threw  forth  sparkes  of  fyre ; 
And,  more  for  ranck  despight  then  for  great  paine, 
Shakt  his  long  locks  colourd  lilve  copper-wyre, 

And  bitt  his  tawny  beard  to  shew  his  raging  yre. 


1  JVtfVe,  could  not.  *  JVercn,  were. 

*  Gain-striving,  resisting.  ^  Re'riforst,  made  new  efforts. 
3  Dffaste,  overcome.  '  Ilayhl,  drew. 

*  At  earst,  instantly.  ®  Stra/;es,  streaks. 


XIII.  4.  — He.}     Sir  Guyon. 
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XVI. 

Thus  wheiias  Guyon  Furor  had  capt'jvd/ 

Turning  about  he  saw  that  wretched  Squyre, 

Whom  that  Mad  Man  of  hfe  nigh  late  deprivd, 

Lying  on  ground,  all  soild  with  blood  and  myre : 

Whom  whenas  he  perceived  to  respyre, 

He  gan  to  comfort,  and  his  woundes  to  dresse. 

Being  at  last  recured,^  he  gan  mquyre 

What  hard  mishap  him  brought  to  such  distresse, 

And  made  that  Caytives  thrall,  the  thrall  of  wretchednesse- 
XVII. 
With  hart  then  throbbing,  and  with  watry  eyes, 
"  Fayre  Sir,"  quoth  he,  "  what  man  can  shun  the  hap, 
That  hidden  lyes  unwares  him  to  surpryse  ? 
Misfortune  waites  advantage  to  entrap 
The  man  most  wary  in  her  whelming  lap. 
So  me  weake  wretch,  of  many  weakest  one, 
Unweeting  ^  and  unware  of  such  mishap. 
She  brought  to  mischiefe  through  occasion, 

Where  this  same  wicked  Villein  did  me  light  upon. 
XVIII. 
"  It  was  a  faidilesse  squire,  that  was  the  sourse 
Of  all  my  son'ow  and  of  these  sad  teares. 
With  whom  from  tender  dug  of  commune  nourse 
Attonce  I  was  upbrought ;  and  oft,*  when  yeares 
More  rype  us  reason  lent  to  chose  our  peares, 


1  Captivd,  subdued.  '  Umccctiiig;  unknowing. 

'  Rccured^  restored.  *  £/'<,  ailorwards. 


XVII.  2. — "  Fayre  Sir,"  quoth  he,  &c.]  The  following  narrative  is 
found  in  tlic  fiRh  book  of  the  Orlando  Furioso;  and  the  reader  will 
recollect  some  of  its  incidents  as  forming  a  part  of  the  plot  of  Shok- 
spearc's  "  Much  Ado  About  Nolliing." 

VOL.  I.  28 
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Ourselves  in  league  of  vowed  love  we  knitt ; 

In  which  we  lonj;  time,  without  gealous  feares 

Or  faultie  thou^fliLs,  contynewd  as  was  fitt ; 
And,  for  my  part  1  vow,  disscmhled  not  a  whitt. 

MX. 

"It  was  niy  iortiuic,  coiniiiiiiie  to  tiiat  age, 

To  love  a  Lady  fayre  of  (jrcat  degree, 

The  which  was  home  of  noble  parentage, 

And  set  in  highest  scat  of  dignitee, 

Yet  seemd  no  lesse  to  love  then  lovd  to  bee  ; 

Long  I  her  serv'd,  and  found  her  faithfull  still, 

Ne  ever  thinji  could  cause  us  disaCTee : 

Love,  that  two  harts  makes  one,  makes  eke  one  will : 
Each  strove  to  please,  and  others  pleasure  to  fulfill. 

XX. 

"My  friend,  hight^  Philemon,  I  did  partake - 

Of  all  my  love  and  all  my  privitie ; 

Who  greatly  ioyous  seemed  for  my  sake, 

And  gratious  to  that  Lady,  as  to  mee ; 

Ne  ever  wight,  that  mote  so  welcome  bee 

As  he  to  her,  withouten  blott  or  blame ; 

Ne  ever  thing,  that  she  could  think  or  see, 

But  unto  him  she  would  impart  the  same : 
O  wretched  man,  that  would  abuse  so  gentle  dame ! 

XXI. 

"  At  last  such  grace  I  found,  and  meanes  I  wrought, 

That  I  that  Lady  to  my  spouse  had  wonne ; 

Accord  of  fi'iendes,  consent  of  parents  sought, 

Affyaunce  made,  my  happinesse  begonne, 

There  wanted  nought  but  few  rites  to  be  donne, 

Which  manage  make :  That  day  too  farre  did  seeme ! 

'  Hight,  named.  *  Partake,  made  partaker. 
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Most  ioyous  man,  on  whom  the  shining  sunne 

Did  shew  his  face,  myselfe  I  did  esteeme, 
And  that  my  falser  friend  did  no  less  ioyous  deeme. 
XXII. 

"  But,  ere  that  wished  day  his  beame  disclosd, 

He,  either  envying  my  toward  good,^ 

Or  of  himselfe  to  treason  ill  disposd, 

One  day  unto  me  came  in  fiiendly  mood, 

And  told,  for  secret,  how  he  understood 

That  Lady,  whom  I  had  to  me  assynd, 

Had  both  distaind  her  honorable  blood. 

And  eke  the  faith  wliich  she  to  me  did  bynd ; 
And  therefore  wisht  me  stay,  till  I  more  tmth  should  fynd. 
XXIII. 

"  The  gnawing  anguish,  and  sharp  gelosy, 

Which  his  sad  speach  infixed  in  my  brest, 

Ranckled  so  sore,  and  festred  inwardly. 

That  my  engreeved  mind  could  find  no  rest, 

TUl  that  the  truth  thereof  I  did  out  wrest  ~  ; 

And  him  besought,  by  that  same  sacred  band 

Betwixt  us  both,  to  counsell  me  the  best: 

He  then  with  solemne  oath  and  plighted  hand 
Assurd,  ere  long  the  truth  to  let  me  understand. 
XXIV. 

"  Ere  long  with  like  againe  he  boorded^  mee. 

Saying,  he  now  had  boultod  all  the  floure, 

And  that  it  was  a  groomc  of  base  degree, 

Which  of  my  Love  was  partner  paramoure : 

■   Toicard  good,  approaching  happiness.  "  Out  iifrcst,  extort. 

*  Boarded,  addressed. 


XXIV.  2.-71(14  houllcd  all  the  Jlourc]     Had  siflod  the  wliole  mat- 
ter. 
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Wlio  used  ill  ;i  darksonK;  iiiiiiT  hown; ' 
Her  oft  to  meeti; :   Wliicli  bcitc-r  to  Jipjirove, 
He  promised  to  briiij,'  nu;  at  that  liovvre, 
When  I  should  see  that  woiihl  ine  nearer  move, 
And  (iriv(!  me  to  withdraw  my  hhnd  abused  love. 

xxv. 
"  This  f^racelcssc  man,  for  furtherance  of  his  guile, 
Did  court  th(^  haiidiiiayd  of  my  Lady  deare, 
Wlio,  L(la(l  t'  embosome-  his  alfectioii  vile, 
Did  all  she  might  more  pleasin<r  to  appeare. 
One  day,  to  worke  h(.'r  to  his  will  more  neare, 
He  A\oo'd  her  thus ;  'Pryene,  (so  she  liight,^) 
What  great  despight  doth  fortune  to  thee  beare. 
Thus  lowly  to  abase  thy  beautie  bright, 

That  it  should  not  deface  all  others  lesser  light  ? 
XXVI. 
" '  But  if  she  had  her  least  helpe  to  thee  lent, 
T'  adome  thy  fomie  according  '^  thy  desart, 
Their  blazing  pride  thou  wouldest  soone  have  blent,^ 
And  staynd  their  prayses  with  thy  least  good  part ; 
Ne  should  faire  Claribell  with  all  her  art, 
Tho'  she  thy  Lady  be,  approch  thee  neare : 
For  proofe  thereof,  this  evening,  as  thou  art, 
Aray  thyselfe  in  her  most  gorgeous  geare,^ 

That  I  may  more  dehght  in  thy  embracement  deare.' 
XXVII. 
"  The  mayden,  proud  tlirough  praise  and  mad  tlirough  love, 

'  Boicrc,  chamber.  *  .According,  according  to. 

2  Embosome,  entertain.  *  Blent,  confounded. 

"  Higlit,  was  called.  ^  Geare,  dress. 


XXIV.  8. — Me  nearer  marc]     Affect  mc  more  deeply. 
XXVI.  7.  —  As  thou  art.']     Lovely  as  thou  art. 
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Him  hearkned  to,  and  soone  herselfe  arayd ; 

The  whiles  to  me  the  treachour  ^  did  remove 

His  craftie  engin  ;  and,  as  he  had  sayd. 

Me  leading,  in  a  secret  comer  layd. 

The  sad  spectatour  of  my  tragedie  : 

Where  left,  he  went,  and  his  owne  false  part  playd, 

Disguised  like  that  groorae  of  base  degree. 
Whom  he  liad  feignd  th'  abuser  of  my  love  to  bee. 
XXVIII. 

"  Eftsoones  ^  he  came  unto  th'  appointed  place, 

And  with  him  brought  Pryene,  rich  arayd, 

In  Claribellaes  clothes :  Her  proper  face 

I  not  descemed  iii  that  darkesome  shade. 

But  weend  ^  it  was  my  Love  with  whom  he  playd. 

Ah  God  !  what  horrour  and  tormenting  o-nefe 

My  hart,  my  handes,  mine  eies,  and  all  assayd ! 

Me  liefer'*  were  ten  thousand  deathes  priefe^        [priefe.^ 
Then  wounde  of  gealous  worme,  and  shame  of  such  re- 
XXIX. 

"  I  home  retouming,  fraught  with  fowle  despight, 

And  chawing  "^  vengeaunce  all  the  way  I  went, 

Soone  as  my  loathed  Love  appeard  in  sight. 

With  wrathful!  hand  I  slew  her  innocent ; 

That  after  soone  I  dearely  did  lament : 

For,  when  the  cause  of  that  outrageous  deeds 

Demaunded  I  made  plaine  and  evident, 

1   Treachour,  traitor.  *  Prirfe,  proof. 

*  Eftsoones,  immediately.  *  Repriefe,  disgrace. 

3   Wccnd,  supposed.  ''  C//ajr/nif,  brooding  over  or 

♦  Liffcr,  preferable.  meditating  upon. 


XXVII.  3.— didrcmoce 

His  craftie  engin.]    Removed  or  moved  again  his  crafty 
engine  to  me;  that  is,  again  made  me  the  dupe  of  his  crolly  treachery. 

2S* 
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Her  fauliit;  Iiandniiiyd,  which  that  liah;  *  did  breede, 
Confest  how  Phileiiion  her  wifjii'^ht  t(j  cliaunge  her  weede. 
xxx. 

"  Which  when  I  lieanl,  with  liorrihlc  uU'right 

And  hellish  fury  all  enragd,  I  sought 

Upon  myselfu  that  vengcahlo  desjjight 

To  punish  :    Yet  it  better  first  I  thought 

To  wreake  my  wrath  on  him,  that  first  it  wrought. 

To  Philemon,  false  faytour^  Philemon, 

I  cast^  to  pay  that  I  so  dearely  l)ought : 

Of  deadly  drugs  I  gave  him  drinke  anon, 
And  washt  away  his  guilt  with  guilty  potion. 
XXXI. 

"  Thus  heaping  crime  on  crime,  and  griefe  on  griefe, 

To  losse  of  Love  adioyning  losse  of  Frend, 

1  meant  to  purge  both  with  a  third  mischiefe, 

And  in  my  woes  beginner  it  to  end : 

That  was  Pryene  ;  she  did  first  offend, 

She  last  should  smart :  With  which  cruell  intent, 

When  I  at  her  my  murdrous  blade  did  bend, 

She  fled  away  with  ghastly  dreriment,'^ 
And  I,  poursewing  my  fell  purpose,  after  went. 
XXXII. 

"  Feare  gave  her  winges,  and  Rage  enforst  my  flight ; 

Through  woods  and  plaines  so  long  I  did  her  chace, 

Till  this  Mad  INIan,  whom  your  victorious  might 

Hath  now  fast  bound,  me  met  in  middle  space : 

As  I  her,  so  he  me  poursewd  apace, 

*  Bale,  mischief.  ^  Cast,  resolved. 

'  False  faytouT,  deceiver.  *  Dreriment,  terror. 


XXX.  5.  —  /( 7croitght.]    i.  e.  "that  vengeable  despight, "  or  injury 
demanding  vengeance. 
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And  shortly  overtooke :  I,  breathing  yre, 

Sore  chauffed  at  my  stay  in  such  a  cace, 

And  with  my  heat  kindled  his  cmell  fyre ; 
Which  kindled  once,  his  mother  did  more  rage  inspyre. 
XXXIII 

"  Betwixt  them  both  they  have  me  doen  to  dye, 

Through  wounds,  and  strokes,  and  stubbome  handeling, 

That  death  were  better  then  such  agony. 

As  griefe  and  fury  unto  me  did  bring  ; 

Of  which  in  me  yet  stickes  the  mortall  sting. 

That  during  life  will  never  be  appeasd !  " 

When  he  thus  ended  had  his  sorrowing, 

Said  Guyon  ;  "  Squyre,  sore  have  ye  beene  diseasd ; 
But  all  your  hurts  may  soone  through  temperance  be  easd." 
XXXIV. 

Then  gan  the  Palmer  thus  ;  "  Most  wretched  man. 

That  to  Affections  ^  does  the  bridle  lend  ! 

In  their  beginning  they  are  weake  and  wan, 

But  soone  through  suff 'ranee  growe  to  fearefuU  end : 

Whiles  they  are  weake,  betimes  with  them  contend ; 

For,  when  they  once  to  perfect  strength  do  grow, 

Strong  waiTCs  they  make,  and  cruell  battry  bend 

Gainst  fort  of  Reason,  it  to  overdirow ; 
Wrath,  Gelosy,  Griefe,  Love,  this  Squyre  have  laide  thus  low. 
XXXV. 

"  Wrath,  Gealosie,  Griefe,  Love,  do  dius  expell  : 

Wrath  is  a  fire  ;  and  Gealosie  a  weede ; 

*  Affections,  passions. 


XXXIV.  2.  —  Does  the  bridle  lend.^     Gives  indulgence  to. 

XXXV.  1. —  irralh,  &c..]  This  stanza  is  remarkable  for  its  com- 
pactness and  tiio  quantity  of  matter  which  it  contains.  It  would  not 
be  possible  to  compress  anything  more  witiiin  tlie  compass  of  nine 
lines. 
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Gricfo  is  a  Oixul  ;  and  Ijovh  a  monster  fell ; 
The  firo  of  sparkes,  ihu  weedc  of  little  seetle : 
The  flood  of  drops,  the  monster  filth  did  breede : 
But  sparks,  seed,  dmps,  and  filth,  do  thus  delay' ; 
The  sparks  scone  quench,  the  springing  seed  outweed, 
The  drops  dry  up,  and  filth  wijje  cleane  away  : 

So  shall  Wrath,  Gealosy,  Griefe,  Love,  die  and  decay." 
XXXVl. 
"  Unlucky  Squire,"  saide  Guyon,  "  sith  -  thou  hast 
Fahie  into  niischiefc  through  inteniperaunce. 
Henceforth  take  heede  of  that  thou  now  hast  past, 
And  giiyde  thy  waies  with  warie  govemaunce, 
Least  worse  betide  thee  by  some  later  chaunce. 
But  read  ^  how  art  thou  nam'd,  and  of  what  Idn." 
"  Phaon  I  hight,"  *  quoth  he,  "  and  do  advaunce 
Mine  auncestry  from  famous  Coradin, 

Who  fii-st  to  rayse  our  house  to  honour  did  beoin." 
XXXVII. 
Thus  as  he  spake,  lo !  far  away  they  spyde 
A  Varlet  ronning  towardes  hastily, 
Whose  flying  feet  so  fast  their  way  applyde, 
That  round  about  a  cloud  of  dust  did  fly, 
Wliich,  mingled  all  with  sweate,  did  dim  his  eye. 
He  soone  approclied,  panting,  breathlesse,  whot,* 
And  all  so  soyld,  that  none  could  him  descry  ^ ! 
His  countenaunce  was  bold,  and  bashed  not 

For  Guyons  lookes,  but  scomefuU  ey-glaunce  at  him  shot. 
XXXVIII. 
Behind  his  backe  he  bore  a  brasen  shield, 
On  which  was  di'awen  faire,  in  colours  fit, 

*  Delay,  remove,  destroy.       •*  Hirrkt,  am  called. 

2  Sith,  since.  *   Jf7iO<,  hot. 

'  Read,  declare.  ^  Descry,  distinguish. 
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A  flaming  fire  in  midst  of  bloody  field, 

And  round  about  the  wreath  this  word  was  writ, 

Burnt  I  doe  burne :  Right  well  beseemed  it 

To  be  the  shield  of  some  redoubted  knight : 

And  in  his  hand  two  dartes  exceeding  flit  ^ 

And  deadly  sharp  he  held,  whose  heads  were  dig' it 

In  poyson  and  in  blood  of  malice  and  despite. 
XXXIX. 
When  he  in  presence  came,  to  Guyon  fii-st 
He  boldly  spake ;  "  Sir  Knight,  if  Knight  thou  bee, 
Abandon  this  forestalled  place  at  erst,^ 
For  fcare  of  further  hamie,  I  counsell  thee ; 
Or  bide  the  cliaunce  at  thine  owne  ieopardee." 
The  Knight  at  his  great  boldnesse  wondered  ; 
And,  though  he  scorn'd  his  ydle  vanitee. 
Yet  mildly  him  to  purpose  ^  answered  ; 

For  not  to  grow  of  nought  he  it  coniectured ; 

XL. 
"  Varlet,  this  place  most  dew  to  me  I  deeme. 
Yielded  by  him  that  held  it  forcibly  :  [seeme 

But  whence  shold  come  that  harnie,  which  thou  dost 
To  threat  to  him  that  mindes  ^  his  chaunce  t'  abye^  ? " 
'•'  Perdy,"  ''  sayd  he,  "  here  comes,  and  is  hard  by, 
A  Knight  of  wondrous  powre  and  great  assay. 
That  never  yet  encountrcd  enemy. 
But  did  him  deadly  daunt,  or  fowle  dismay  ; 

Ne  thou  for  better  hope,  if  thou  his  presence  stay." 

'   Flit,  swill.  *  Mimics,  resolves. 

*  Jit  erst,  instantly.  *  Mijf,  abide. 

■■   To  purpose,  purposely.  *  Perdy,  in  truth. 


XXXIX.  9.  —  For  not  to  ffroip,  &c.]  Althnujrh  lie  despised  his 
"ydle  vanitee,"  or  insolent  presumption,  he  supposed  that  he  had 
some  excuse  on  which  to  justify  or  found  his  unreasonable  claims. 
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XLl. 

"  How  liight^  lie,"  then  sayd  Guyon, "  and  from  whence?  " 

"  Pyroclilfs  is  his  naino,  n-nowiiicd  farro 

For  his  Ijohl  Iratcs  and  hardy  confidence, 

Full  oft  approve!  in  many  a  rniell  warre ; 

The  hrolher  of  Cyinrx-hles  ;  hotli  which  arre 

The  sonnes  of  old  Aerates  and  Despii^ht ; 

Aerates,  sonne  of  Phlegeton  and  larre  ; 

But  Fhlcffeton  is  sonne  of  Ilerflnis  and  Nif^ht ; 
But  Herebus  sonne  of  Aetemitie  is  hi<:ht.^ 

XLII. 

"  So  fi'om  immortall  race  he  does  proceede, 

That  mortall  hands  may  not  withstand  his  mifjht, 

Drad  -  for  his  derriiig  doe  ^  and  bloody  deed  ; 

For  all  in  blood  and  spoile  is  his  deli^dit. 

His  am  I  A  tin,  his  in  wrong  and  right. 

That  matter  make  for  him  to  worke  upon, 

And  stirre  him  up  to  strife  and  cruell  fight. 

Fly  therefore,  fly  this  fearefull  stead  ■*  anon. 
Least  thy  foolhardize  worke  thy  sad  confusion." 
XLIII. 

"  His  be  that  care,  whom  most  it  doth  conceme," 

Sayd  he  :  "  but  whether  with  such  hasty  flight 

Alt  thou  now  bownd  ?  for  ^^  ell  mote  I  discenie 

^  Hight,  is  called.  ^  Dcrrbig  doc,  daring  deeds. 

2  Drad,  dreaded.  *  Stead,  place. 


XLI.  2.  —  Pyrochlcs,  &c.]  Pijrorhlcs  and  CijmocMcs  are  names 
derived  from  the  Greek ;  the  former  denoting  rashness,  or  a  fiery  tem- 
per; and  the  latter,  a  lover  of  troubles  and  contentions,  or  a  fickle- 
minded  person  —  from  a  Greek  word  signifying  a  vrave  of  the  sea. 

XLII.  5.  —  ^tin.]  Atin  resembles  in  name  and  functions  Ate  in  the 
classical  mythology. 

XLIII.  3. —  Wdl  mote  I  disceme.]  I  may  well  suppose  or  con- 
jecture. 
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Great  cause,  that  carries  thee  so  swifte  and  light.'' 

"  My  Lord,"  quoth  he,  "me  sent,  and  streiglit  behight^ 

To  seeke  Occasion,  where  so  she  bee  : 

For  he  is  all  disposd  to  bloody  fight, 

And  breathes  out  wrath  and  hainous  crueltee  ; 

Hard  is  his  hap,^  that  first  fals  in  liis  ieopardee." 
XLIV. 
"  Mad  jNIan,"  said  then  the  Palmer,  "  that  does  seeke 
Occasion  to  wrath,  and  cause  of  strife  ; 
Shee  comes  unsought,  and  shonned  followes  eke. 
Happy  !  who  can  abstaine,  when  Rancor  rife 
Kindles  Revenge,  and  threats  his  rusty  knife  : 
Woe  never  wants,  where  every  cause  is  caught ; 
And  rash  Occasion  makes  unquiet  life !  " 
"  Then   loe  !     wher  bound  she  sits,  whom    thou    hast 
sought," 

Said  Guyon  ;  "let  that  message  to  thy  Lord  be  brought." 
XLV. 
That  when  the  Varlett  heard  and  saw,  streightway 
He  wexed  wondrous  wroth,  and  said ;  "  Vile  Knight, 
That  knights  and  knighthood  doest  widi  shame  upbray, 
And  shewst  th'  ensample  of  thy  childishe  might, 
With  silly  weake  old  woman  thus  to  fight ! 
Great  glory  and  gay  spoile  sure  hast  thou  gott. 
And  stoutly  prov'd  thy  puissaunce  here  in  sight ! 
That  shall  Pyrochles  well  re(|uite,  I  wott. 

And  with  thy  blood  abolish  so  reprochfull  blott." 

'  Streight  hehiglit,  strictly  commanded.  -  Ilap,  lot. 


XLIV.  C. —  Woe  never  wants,  &c.]     Woe  is  never  wanting,  wljere 
every  cause  of  strife  is  embraced. 

XLV.  3. —  fVith  shame  upbratj.]     Bring  reproach  upon. 
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XLVl. 
Witli  that,  one  of  his  thrillant  *  darts  he  threw, 
M(ja(l(j(l  with  yre  and  venji;eal)le  desj)ij^ht : 
The  quiv(Tin<;  Steele  liis  aynied  end  wel  knew, 
And  to  his  brcst  itselfe  intended  right : 
But  he  was  war}'^,  and,  ere  it  empight^ 
In  the  meant  niarke,  advaunst  his  shield  atwecn, 
On  which  it  seizing  no  way  enter  might, 
But  backe  rebownding  left  the  forckhcad  kecne  : 
Eftsoones^  he  fled  away,  and  might  nn  win  lo  be  scene. 

'   Thrillant,  piercing.  ^  Lmpighl,  was  fixed. 

3  EfLsoones,  immediately. 
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CANTO    V. 


Pyrochles  does  with  Guyon  fight, 

And  Furors  chayne  untyes, 
Who  him  sore  wounds ;  whiles  Atin  to 

Cymochles  for  ayd  flyes. 

I. 
Whoever  doth  to  Temperaunce  apply 
His  stedfast  life,  and  all  his  actions  frame, 
Trust  me,  shal  find  no  gi-eater  enimy, 
Then  stubbome  Perturbation,  to  the  same ; 
To  which  right  wel  the  wise  doe  give  that  name  ; 
For  it  the  goodly  peace  of  staled  ^  mindes 
Does  overthrow,  and  troublous  warre  proclame  : 
His  owne  woes  author,  who  so  bound  it  findes, 
As  did  Pyrochles,  and  it  wilfully  unbindes. 
II. 
After  that  Varlets  flight,  it  was  not  long 
Ere  on  the  plaine  fast  pricking  Guyon  spide 
One  in  bright  armes  enibatteiled  ^  full  strong, 
That,  as  the  sunny  beames  do  glaunce  and  glide 
Upon  the  trembling  wave,  so  shined  bnght, 
And  round  about  him  threw  forth  sparkling  fire, 

'  Staled,  composed.  '  Embatteiled,  armed  for  battle. 


1.8.  —  His  owne  xcoes  author,  »&c.]  lie  is  the  author  of  liis  own 
woes,  who  finds  Perturbation  bound,  and  unbinds  him  wilfully,  as  Pyro- 
chles did.  —  Perturbation  is  the  same  as  Furor. 
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That  seenxl  liim  to  cnflimicr  on  every  side  : 
Tlis  steed  \v;i.s  Ijloody  red,  ami  ffjiiied  yre, 

When  with  the.  inaistring  spur  he  did  him  r()U<_dily  slire.^ 

III. 
A])j)roehin<^  »'o''>  ^'*^  never  staid  to  j^reetc, 
Nc  chadiir  words,  j)ro\vd  corage  lo  provoke, 
But  prickt  so  ficrs,  that  undcmealh  Ills  feete 
Tlie  smouldring'^  dust  did  rownd  about  liim  smoke, 
Botli  horse  and  man  nigh  able  for  to  choke ; 
And,  fayrly  coucliing  his  steeleheaded  spcare, 
Him  first  saluted  with  a  sturdy  stroke : 
Tt  l)ootcd  nouglit  Sir  Guyon,  coinming  ncare, 

To  tliiiickc  such  hideous  puissaunce  on  foot  to  beare ; 

IV. 
But  lightly  shunned  it ;  and,  passing  by, 
With  his  bright  blade  did  smite  at  him  so  fell, 
That  the  sharpe  Steele,  arriving  forcibly 
On  his  broad  shield,  bitt  not,  but  glauncing  fell 
On  his  horse  necke  before  the  quilted  scll,3 
And  from  the  head  the  body  sundrcd  quight : 
So  him  dismounted  low  he  did  compell 
On  foot  with  him  to  matchen  equall  fight ; 

The  tmncked  beast  fast  bleeding  did  him  fowly  dight* 

V. 
Sore  bmzed  with  the  fall  he  slow  uprose, 
And  all  enraged  thus  him  loudly  shent  ^ ; 
"  Disleall  ^  Knight,  whose  coward  corage  chose 

'  Stire,  provoke.  *  J^'ght,  disfigure. 

*  Smouldring,  hot.  '  Shcnt,  upbraided. 

3  Sell,  saddle.  «  Disleall,  disloyal. 


II.  8.  —  Fomcd  yre.]      Foamed  with  raje. 
IV.  1.  —  Passing  by.]     As  he  passed  by. 
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To  wreake  itselfe  on  beast  all  innocent, 
And  shund  the  marks  at  which  it  should  be  ment  ^ ; 
Thereby  thine  armes  seem  strong,  but  manhood  frayl : 
So  hast  thou  oft  with  guile  thine  honor  blent  2 ; 
But  litle  may  such  guUe  thee  now  avayl, 

If  wonted  force  and  fortune  doe  me  not  much  fayl." 

VI. 
With  that  he  drew  his  flaming  sword,  and  strooke 
At  him  so  fiercely,  that  tlie  upper  marge  3 
Of  his  sevenfolded  shield  away  it  tooke, 
And,  glauncing  on  his  helmet,  made  a  large 
And  open  gash  therein  :  were  not  his  targe  ^ 
That  broke  the  violence  of  his  intent, 
The  weary  sowle  from  thence  it  would  discharge ; 
Nathelesse  so  sore  a  bufF  to  him  it  lent. 

That  made  him  reele,  and  to  his  brest  his  bever  ^  bent 

VII. 
Exceeding  wi'oth  was  Guyon  at  that  blow, 
And  much  asliamd  that  stroke  of  living  arme 
Should  him  dismay,  and  make  him  stoup  so  low, 
Though  otherwise  it  did  him  little  harme  : 
Tho,''  hurling  high  his  yron-braced  "^  aniie. 
He  smote  so  manly  on  his  shoulder  plate, 
That  all  his  left  side  it  did  quite  disarme  ; 
Yet  there  the  steel  stayd  not,  but  inly  bate  ^ 

Deepe  in  his  flesh,  and  opened  wide  a  rod  floodgate. 

'  Mcnt,  aimed.  *  TIio,  tlicn. 

'•'  Blent,  debased.  '   Yron.-hraccd,co\orod  witli 

■'  Marge,  edge,  or  rim.  iron  armor. 

*   Targe,  tariret  or  shield.  *  Bate,  l)it. 

'  Bcccr,  part  of  the  iiehiicl  covcriiiir  the  inoiitii. 


V.  6. — Maiifiood  fraijl .]     Couriigo  weak  or  deficient. 
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\  111. 

Deadly  disrnayd  with  horror  of  that  dint 

Pyrocliles  was,  and  grieved  eke  eiilyre  ' ; 

Yet  iuitIn'inore  '^  did  it  his  fury  stint, 

But  achlcd  flame  unto  his  fonner  fire, 

That  wel-nigh  molt  ^  liis  hart  in  ra;^ing  yre : 

Nc  thenceforth  liis  apjjrovfd  skill,  to  ward, 

Or  strike,  or  hurtle  rownd  in  warlike^  c)'""*^' 

Rcnieinljied  he,  ne  car'd  for  his  saufgard. 
But  rudely  rag'd,  and  like  a  cruell  tygre  far'd."* 

IX. 

He  hewd,  and  laslit.  and  foynd,^  and  thondred  blowe?. 

And  every  way  did  seeke  into  his  life  ; 

Ne  plate,  ne  male,  could  ward  so  mighty  throwes,^ 

But  yielded  passage  to  his  cruell  knife. 

But  Guyon,  in  the  heat  of  all  his  strife, 

Was  Mary  wise,  and  closely  did  awayt 

Avauntage,  whilest  his  foe  did  rage  most  rife  ; 

Sometimes  athwart,''  sometimes  he  strook  him  strayt, 
And  falsed  oft  his  blowes  t'  illude  him  with  such  bajn.^ 

X. 

Like  as  a  lyon,  whose  imperiall  powre 

A  prowd  rebellious  unicorn  defyes, 

T'  avoide  the  rash  assault  and  wrathful!  stowre  '-^ 

Of  his  Tiers  foe,  him  to  a  tree  applyes, 

'  Entijrc,  exceedingly.  *  Tlirowes,  thrusts. 

-  jXath/imore,  none  the  more.  '  Mucart,  sideways,  or  obliquely. 

^  Molt,  melted.  *  Batjt,  artifice. 

•*  Fard,  acted.  '  Stotcrc,  assault. 

*  Foijiul,  pushed  as  in  fencing. 


VIII.  7.  —  Hurtle  roicnil  in  warlike  gijrc.]     Move  round  the  foe  in  a 
circle. 

IX.  0.  —  Falsfd  oft  his  blowes,  &c.]     He  made  feint  passes. 
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And  when  him  ronning  in  full  course  he  spyes, 
He  slips  aside  ;  the  whiles  that  furious  beast 
His  precious  home,  sought  of  his  enimyes, 
Strikes  in  the  stocke/  ne  thence  can  be  releast, 

But  to  the  mighty  victor  yields  a  bounteous  feast. 

XI. 
With  such  faire  sleight  him  Guyon  often  fayld,- 
Till  at  the  last  all  breathlesse,  weary,  faint. 
Him  spying,  with  fresh  onsett  he  assayld. 
And,  kindling  new  his  corage  seeming  queint,^ 
Strooke  him  so  hugely,  that  through  great  constraint 
He  made  him  stoup  perforce  unto  his  knee, 
And  doe  unwilling  worship  to  the  Saint, 
That  on  his  shield  depainted  he  did  see ; 

Such  homage  till  that  instant  never  learned  hee. 

XII. 
Whom  Guyon  seeing  stoup,  poursewed  fast 
The  present  offer  of  faire  victory, 
And  soone  his  drcadfull  blade  about  he  cast. 
Wherewith  he  smote  his  haughty  crest  so  hye, 
That  streight  on  grownd  made  him  full  low  to  lye ; 
Then  on  his  brest  his  victor  foote  he  thrust : 
With  that  he  cryde  ;  "  Mercy,  doe  me  not  dye, 
Ne  deeme  thy  force  by  fortunes  doome  uniust. 

That  hath  (maugre  her  spight)  thus  low  me  laid  in  dust." 

XIII. 
Eftsoones  ^  his  cruel  hand  Sir  Guyon  stayd, 

•  Stocke,  trunk.  '   Qucint,  quonclipd. 

*  Fayld,  foiled.  *  Eftsoones,  immediately. 


XI.  7. —  The  Saint.]     The  image  of  Gloriana,  which  Sir  Guyon  had 
upon  his  shield.     See  canto  I.  stanza  XXV'UI. 

XII.  9.  —  Mautrrc  her  spiirlit.'}     This  is  probabl}'  a  form  of  impre- 
cation—  Curse  on  her  spite. 

29* 


'Si'Z  TIIK    FAIIlIK    (tl'KKNK.  U.   II. 

Tfiuiiriiig  the  pas.si(jii  uitli  advizemeut  '  slow, 

And  inaistrin^  might  <iii  iiiimy  disrnayd ; 

For  th'  L'cjuull  die  of  warn;  he  well  did  know  : 

Then  lo  hini  sayd  ;  "  Ijive,  and  alleageaunce  owe 

To  iiiiii,  that  gives  ihec  life  and  liberty ; 

And  hencerorlh  by  this  {lairs  ensainj)le  trow ,2 

That  liasty  wroth,  and  heedelesse  hazardry,"' 

Doe  breede  repentaunce  late,  and  lasting  infamy." 

XIV. 
So  up  he  let  him  rise ;  wiio,  with  grim  looke 
And  count'nauncc  stenie  uj)standing,  gan  to  grind 
His  grated  teeth  for  great  disd  eigne,  and  shooke 
His  sandy  lockes,  long  hanging  downe  behind. 
Knotted  in  blood  and  dust,  for  grief  of  mind 
That  he  in  ods  of  amies  was  conquered  ; 
Yet  in  hiniselfe  some  comfort  he  did  find. 
That  hijn  so  noble  Knight  had  maystered ; 

Whose  bounty  *  more  then  ^  might,  yet  both,  he  wondered. 

XV. 
AVhich  Guyon  mai'king  said  ;  "  Be  nought  agriev'd. 
Sir  Knight,  that  thus  ye  now  subdewed  arre : 
Was  never  man,  who  most  conquestes  atchiev'd, 
But  sometimes  had  the  worse,  and  lost  by  warre ; 
Yet  shortly  gaynd,  that  losse  exceeded  farre : 
Losse  is  no  shame,  nor  to  bee  less  then  foe ; 
But  to  be  lesser  then  himselfe  doth  maire 
Both  loosers  lott,  and  victours  prayse  alsoe ; 

Vaine  others  overthrowes  who  selfe  doth  overthrow. 

1  Mmzement,  discretion.  •*  Bounty,  generositj. 

*  Tro7D,  learn.  *   Then,  than. 

^  Ilazardry,  rashness. 


Xin.  3. — Maistring  migfU,  &c.]     Refraining  from  exercising  his 

power. 


C.  V.  THE    FAERIE    QUEENE.  343 

XVI. 

"  Fly,  O  Pyrochles,  fly  the  dreadful  warre 
That  in  thyselfe  thy  lesser  ^  partes  do  move : 
Outrageous  Anger,  and  woe-working  larre, 
DLrefuU  Impatience,  and  hart-murdring  Love : 
Those,  those  thy  foes,  those  warriours,  far  remove, 
Which  thee  to  endlesse  bale  ^  captived  lead. 
But,  sith^  in  might  thou  didst  my  mercy  prove, 
Of  courtesie  to  mee  the  cause  aread  ^ 
That  thee  against  me  drew  with  so  impetuous  dread." 
•XVII. 
"  Dreadlesse,^  "  said  he,  "  that  shall  I  soone  declare : 
It  was  complaind  that  thou  hadst  done  great  tort  ^ 
Unto  an  aged  Woman,  poore  and  bare, 
And  thralled  her  in  chaines  with  strong  effort, 
Voide  of  all  succour  and  needfuU  comfort ; 
That  ill  beseemes  thee,  such  as  I  thee  see. 
To  worke  such  shame :  Therefore  I  thee  exhort 
To  chaunge  thy  will,  and  set  Occasion  free. 
And  to  her  captive  Sonne  yield  his  first  libertee." 
XVIII. 
Thereat  Sir  Guyon  smylde ;  "  And  is  that  all," 
Said  he,  "  that  thee  so  sore  displeased  hath  ? 
Great  mercy  sure,  for  to  enlarge  a  thrall, 
Whose  freedom  shall  thee  turne  to  greatest  scath"^! 
Nath'lesse  now  quench  thy  whot ^  omboyling  ^ratli : 
Loe  !  there  they  bee ;  to  thee  I  yield  tlicui  free." 

*  Lesser,  inferior.  *  Dreadlesse,  williout  fear. 

*  Bah,  sorrow.  ®  Tort,  wrong. 
••  Sith,  since.  '  Scalh,  injury. 

*  Aread,  declare.  ^  Whot,  hot. 


XVTII.  3. —  Great  vicrrij  sure.']     Fr.   Grandmerci,  a  great  favor;    it 
deserves  great  thanks ;  spoken  ironically. 


3'li  THK    KAKIIIK    m  KKNK.  D.    1 

Tlicrciit  Ik;,  wondrous  ^'lad,  out  of  tin-  j);illi 
Did  lightly  leape,  where  Ik;  ihcin  Ixjuiid  did  see, 

And  gan  to  hruake  the  hamls  of  their  f,;ii»tivitee. 

XIX. 
Scone  as  Occasion  felt  hei-scife  untydo, 
IJefore  her  Sonne  could  well  assoyled  '  hee, 
She  to  her  use  returnd,  and  slrei^^lit  defyde 
Both  Guyon  and  Pyrochles  ;  th'  one  (said  shee) 
Bycause  he  wonne  ;  the  other,  because  iiee 
Was  wonne  :  So  matter  did  she  make  of  nought, 
To  stirre  up  strife,  and  garre^  tiiem  disagree : 
But,  soone  as  Furor  was  enlargd,  she  sought 

To  kindle  his  quencht  fyre,  and  thousand  causes  wrought. 

XX. 
It  was  not  long  ere  she  inflam'd  him  so. 
That  he  would  algatcs  ^  with  Pyrochles  fight, 
And  his  redeemer  chalengd  for  his  foe, 
Because  he  had  not  well  mainteind  his  right. 
But  yielded  had  to  that  same  straunger  Knight. 
Now  gan  Pyrochles  wex  as  wood  ^  as  hee, 
And  him  afHonted  ^  with  impatient  might : 
So  both  together  fiers  engrasped  bee, 

Whyles  Guyon  standing  by  their  uncouth  strife  does  see. 

XXI. 
Him  all  that  while  Occasion  did  provoke 
Against  Pyrochles,  and  new  matter  fram'd 
Upon  the  old,  him  stii'iing  to  bee  \\  roke  ^ 
Of  his  late  wronges,  in  which  she  oft  him  blam'd 
For  suffering  such  abuse  as  knighthood  sham'd, 

>  Assoyled,  released.  ••   JVood,  frantic. 

2  Garre,  make.  *  .iffronted,  opposed. 

2  Algates,  by  all  means.  *  if'roke,  avenged. 


XIX.  3.  —  Her  use.]     Her  usual  habits. 
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And  him  dishabled  ^  quyte  :  But  he  was  wise, 
Ne  would  with  vaine  occasions  be  inflam'd ; 
Yet  others  she  more  urgent  did  devise : 

Yet  nothing  could  him  to  impatience  entise. 
XXII. 
Their  fell  contention  still  increased  more, 
And  more  thereby  increased  Furors  might, 
That  he  his  foe  has  hurt  and  wounded  sore, 
And  him  in  blood  and  duit  deformed  quight. 
His  Mother  eke,  more  to  augment  his  spight. 
Now  brought  to  him  a  flaming  fyer-brond. 
Which  she  in  Stygian  lake,  ay  burning  bright, 
Had  khidled  :  that  she  gave  into  his  bond, 

That  armd  with  fire  more  hardly  he  mote  him  withstond. 
XXIII. 
Tho  ^  gan  that  Villein  wex  so  fiers  and  strong, 
That  nothing  might  sustaine  his  furious  forse  • 
He  cast  him  downe  to  ground,  and  all  along 
Drew  him  through  durt  and  myre  without  remorse. 
And  fowly  battered  his  comely  corse. 
That  Guyon  much  disdeignd  ^  so  loathly  sight. 
At  last  he  was  compeld  to  cry  pcrforse, 
"  Help,  O  Sir  Guyon !  hclpe,  most  noble  Knight, 

To  ridd  a  wretched  man  from  handes  of  hellish  wisht !  " 
XXIV. 
The  Knight  was  greatly  moved  at  his  playnt. 
And  gan  him  dight  to  succour  his  distresse. 
Till  that  the  Palmer,  by  his  grave  rcstraynt, 
Him  stayd  from  yielding  pitifull  rodrcsse, 

'  Dishahled,  (lisparac;f'd.  ^  T/io,  thoii. 

^  Disdeignd,  was  shockoil  by. 


XXIV.  2.  —  Gan  him  dight.]     Was  making  ready. 
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And  said  ;  "  Dcanj  soniu-,  lliy  causelessc  niih  n-presse, 
IS'u  let  thy  stout  liart  melt  in  pitty  vayne : 
IIo  that  his  sorrow  sou^^ht  thiouj^h  willUhiesse, 
And  his  foe  fettred  would  release  agaync, 

Deserves  to  taste  his  follies  fruit,  repented  payne." 
XXV. 
Guj'on  obayd  :  So  hiin  away  he  drew 
From  needlesse  trouble  of  renewinj;  fijiht 
Already  foui^ht,  his  voyage  to  poursew. 
But  rash  Pyiochlcs  varlett,  Atin  hight,^ 
When  late  he  saw  his  I^ord  in  heavie  plight, 
Under  Sir  Guyons  puissaunt  stroke  to  fall, 
Him  deeming  dead,  as  then  he  seemd  in  sight, 
Fledd  fast  away  to  tell  his  funerall  ^ 

Unto  his  brother,  whom  Cymochles  men  did  call. 
XXVI. 
He  was  a  man  of  rare  redoubted  might. 
Famous  tliroughout  the  world  for  warlike  prayse, 
And  glorious  spoiles,  purcliast  in  perilous  fight : 
Full  many  doughtie  Knightes  he  in  his  dayes 
Had  doen  to  death,  subdewde  in  equall  frayes ; 
Whose  carkases,  for  tenour  of  his  name, 
Of  fowles  and  beastes  he  made  the  piteous  prayes. 
And  hong  their  conquered  armes  for  more  defame  ^ 

On  gallow  trees,  in  honour  of  his  dearest  Dame. 
XXVII. 
His  dearest  Dame  is  that  Enchaunteresse, 
The  vyle  Acrasia,  that  with  vaine  delightes, 
And  ydle  pleasures  in  her  Bowre  of  Blisse, 
Does  chamie  her  lovers,  and  the  feeble  sprightes 

*  Highly  named.  *  Funerall,  dealli. 

^  Defame,  disgrace. 
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Can  call  out  of  the  bodies  of  fraile  wightes  ; 
Whom  then  she  does  transforme  to  monstrous  hewes, 
And  horribly  misshapes  with  ugly  sightes, 
Captiv'd  eternally  in  yron  mewes  ^ 

And  darksom  dens,  where  Titan  his  face  never  shewes. 
XXVIII. 
There  Atin  fownd  Cymochles  soiouming, 
To  serve  his  Lemans  ^  love :  for  he  by  kynd  ^ 
Was  given  all  to  lust  and  loose  living, 
Whenever  his  fiers  handes  he  free  mote  fynd : 
And  now  he  has  pourd  out  his  ydle  mynd 
In  daintie  delices  ^  and  lavish  ioyes. 
Having  his  warlike  weapons  cast  behynd, 
And  flowcs  in  pleasures  and  vaine  pleasing  toyes, 

Mingled  emongst  loose  ladies  and  lascivious  boyes. 
XXIX. 
And  over  him  Art,  stryving  to  compayre 
With  Nature,  did  an  arber  greene  dispred, 
Framed  of  wanton  yvie,  flouring  fayre, 
Through  which  the  fragrant  eglantine  did  spred 
His  prickling  amies,  entniyld  ^  with  roses  red. 
Which  daintie  odours  round  about  them  threw  : 
And  all  within  with  flowres  was  garnished. 
That,  when  mild  Zephyrus  emongst  them  blew. 

Did  breath  out  bounteous  smels,  and  painted  colors  shew. 
XXX. 
And  fast  beside  there  trickled  softly  down© 
A  gentle  streame,  whcse  murnuiring  wave  did  play 

'  Mcwes,  prisons.  *  Dcltccs,  delights. 

•  Lemans,  mistress's.  *  Entrtnjld,  mi.xed. 

'  Kijnd,  nature. 


XXIX.  4.  —  Eglantine.}     The  eglantine  is  the  sweet  briar 


348  Trrr.  kakiiik  <ii;f:f,.ve.  b.  ii. 

Emongst  ilic  j)uiiiy  '  sioiifs,  ami  made;  a  sowne, 
To  lull  liiiii  soil  aslcM'j)*;  llial  by  it  lay: 
The  wearie  traveller,  waiidrinj^  that  way, 
Therein  did  often  quench  his  thristy  ^  heat, 
And  then  by  It  his  wearie  lliubes  display, 
(Whiles  eieep'mg  sloiiiher  made  him  to  forget 

Ills  fonncr  payne,)  and  wypt  away  his  toilsom  sweat. 
XXXI. 
And  on  the  other  syde  a  jjleasaunt  grove 
Was  shott  up  high,  full  of  the  stalely  tree 
That  dedicated  is  t'  Olympick  love, 
And  to  his  sonne  Alcides,  wlienas  hee 
In  Nemea  gayned  goodly  victoree  : 
Therein  the  mery  birdes  of  every  sorte 
Chaunted  alowd  their  cheareful  harmonee. 
And  made  emongst  themselves  a  sweet  consort. 

That  qulekned  the  dull  sprlght  with  musical  comfort. 
XXXII. 
There  he  him  found  all  carelesly  displaid, 
In  secrete  shadow  from  the  sunny  ray, 
On  a  sweet  bed  of  lillies  softly  laid, 
Amidst  a  flock  of  damzelles  fresh  and  gay, 
That  rownd  about  him  dissolute  did  play 
Their  wanton  follies  and  light  meriment ; 
Every  of  which  did  loosely  disaray 
Her  upper  partes  of  meet  habiliments. 

And  shew  d  them  naked,  deckt  w  ith  many  ornaments. 

'  Pumy,  porous.  *  T.'iristij,  thirsty. 


XXXI.  1.  —  And  on  the  other  sijde,  S^c]  The  tree  dedicated  to 
Jove  is  the  oak ;  that  to  Hercules,  is  the  poplar. 

XXXI.  5.  —  In  Kemca,  &<;.]  It  was  in  ]\'eniea  that  Hercules  slew  a 
lion. 


C.  V.  THE    FAERIE    q,UEENE.  349 

XXXIIl. 

And  every  of  them  strove  with  most  ^  delights 
Him  to  aggrate,^  and  greatest  pleasures  shew  : 
Some  framd  faire  lookes,  glancing  like  evening  lights  ; 
Others  sweet  wordes,  dropping  like  honny  dew  ; 
Some  bathed  kisses,  and  did  soft  embrew 
The  sugred  licour  through  his  melting  lips  : 
One  boastes  her  beautie,  and  does  yield  to  vew 
Her  dainty  liinbes  above  her  tender  hips  ; 

Another  her  out  boastes,  and  all  for  tiyall  strips. 
XXXIV. 
He,  like  an  adder  lurking  in  the  weedes, 
His  wandring  thought  in  deepe  desire  does  steepe, 
And  his  frayle  eye  with  spoylc  of  beauty  fcedes : 
Sometimes  he  falsely  faines  himselfe  to  sleepe, 
Whiles  through  their  lids  his  wanton  eies  do  peepe 
To  steale  a  snatch  of  amorous  conceipt. 
Whereby  close ^  fire  into  his  hart  does  creepe : 
So'  he  them  deceives,  deceivd  in  his  deceipt, 

Made  dronke  with  chugs  of  deare  voluptuous  receipt. 
XXXV. 
Atin,  arriving  there,  when  him  he  spyde 
Thus  in  still  waves  of  deepe  delight  to  wade. 
Fiercely  approching  to  him  lowdly  cryde, 
"  Cyniochles  ;  oh  !  no,  but  Cymochles  shade, 
In  which  that  manly  person  late  did  fade  ^ ! 

'  Must,  greatest.  '  Close,  secret. 

■*  •^oo '"'^)  please.  ■*  Fade,  disappear. 


XXXIV.  8.  —  So  he  them  deceives,  »5tc.]  Tlic  meaning  of  this  line 
seems  to  be,  ho  deceives  them  because  they  believe  him  to  be  asleep; 
but  in  so  doing,  he  deceives  himself  in  not  perceiving  his  base  sub- 
jection to  sensual  passion. 
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What  is  become  of  great  Aerates  sonne  ? 
Or  where  hiith  he  hon^'  up  his  iiKjrtull  hhide, 
Tluil  halli  so  many  haiiL;hty  eoiujUfisLs  wonne  ? 

Is  all  his  force  forlome/  and  all  his  glory  donne?  " 
xxxvr. 
Then,  pricking  him  with  his  sharji-pointed  dart, 
He  said  ;  "  Up,  up,  tliou  womanish  weake  Knight, 
That  here  in  Ladies  lap  cntoml)ed  art, 
UnmindruU  of  thy  praise  and  prowest  might, 
And  weedesse  ~  eke  of  lately-wrought  despight ; 
Whiles  sad  Pyrochles  lies  on  sencelesse  ground, 
And  groneth  out  his  utmost  grudging  spright 
Through  many  a  stroke  and  many  a  streaming  wound, 

Calling  thy  help  in  vaine,  that  here  in  ioyes  art  dround." 
XXXVII. 
Suddeinly  out  of  his  deliglitfull  dreame 
The  INIan  awoke,  and  would  have  questioned  more  ^  ; 
But  he  would  not  endure  that  wofull  theame 
For  to  dilate  at  large,  but  urged  sore, 
With  percing  wordes  and  pittifuU  implore,' 
Him  hasty  to  arise  :  As  one  affright 
With  hellish  feends,  or  Furies  mad  uprore. 
He  then  uprose,  inflamd  with  fell  despight. 

And  called  for  his  armes  ;  for  he  would  algates  ^  fight : 
XXXVIII. 
They  bene  ybrought ;  he  quickly  does  him  dight,^ 

'  Forlome,  lost.  *  Implore,  entreaty. 

2   Wcetlesse,  unheeding.  *  Mgates,  by  all  means. 

^  More,  much.  ®  Him.  dight,  prepare  himself. 


XXXVI.  6.  —  Lies  on  sencelesse  ground.}      Lies  senseless  on   tlie 
ground. 

XXXVI.  7.  —  His  utmost  grudging  spright.l      His  last  indignant 
breath. 

XXXVII.  3.  —  But  he.]    Atin. 
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And  lightly  mounted  passeth  on  his  way ; 
Ne  Ladies  loves,  ne  sweete  entreaties,  might 
Appease  his  heat,  or  hastie  passage  stay ; 
For  he  has  vowd  to  beene  avengd  that  day 
(That  day  itselfe  him  seemed  all  too  long) 
On  him,  that  did  Pyrochles  deare  dismay  ^ : 
So  proudly  pricketh  on  his  courser  strong, 
And  Atin  ay  him  pricks  with  spurs  of  shame  and  wrong. 

'  Dismay,  subdue. 


'S3'2  Tin;  FAKnii:  (^ikhnk. 


li.  II. 


CANTO   VI. 

Guyon  is  of  immodest  Merth 
Led  into  loose  desyrc ; 

Figlits  witli  Cyinoclilcs,  wliiles  his  bro- 
ther burnes  in  furious  fyre. 

I. 
A  HARDER  lesson  to  learne  continence 
In  ioyous  pleasure  then  in  grievous  paine : 
For  sweetnesse  doth  allure  the  weaker  sence 
So  strongly,  that  uneathes  ^  it  can  refraine 
From  that  which  feeble  nature  covets  faine : 
But  griefe  and  wrath,  that  be  her  enemies 
And  foes  of  life,  she  better  can  restrains : 
Yet  Vertue  vauntes  in  both  her  victories  ; 
And  Guyon  in  them  all  shewes  goodly  maysteries. 
II. 
Whom  bold  Cymochles  travelling  to  finde, 
With  ciiiell  purpose  bent  to  wreake  on  him 
The  wrath  which  Atin  kindled  in  his  mind, 
Came  to  a  river,  by  whose  utmost  brim 

'   Uneathes,  scarcely.  *  Maijstcries,  superiority. 


II.  4.  —  Came  to  a  river,  «&c.]  The  Bower  of  Bliss  is  described  as 
situated  upon  an  island  floating  in  a  lake  or  gulf.  Atin  finds  Cymo- 
chles there,  and  induces  him  to  leave  in  order  to  avenge  his  brother's 
death.  He  comes  to  a  river,  that  is,  to  the  shore  of  the  island,  and 
finds  there  Phaedria,  (who  represents  immodest  mirth,)  who  carries  him 
in  her  boat  to  another  island  in  tliis  gulf  or  lake,  similar  in  its  tempta- 
tions and  dangers  to  that  on  which  the  Bower  of  Bliss  is  situated. 
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Wayting  to  passe  he  saw  whereas  did  swim 
Along  the  shore,  as  swift  as  glaunce  of  eye, 
A  htle  gondelay,^  bedecked  trim 
With  boughes  and  arbours  woven  cunningly, 

That  like  a  litle  foiTCSt  seemed  outwardly. 

III. 
And  therein  sate  a  Lady  fresh  and  fayre, 
Making  sweete  solace  to  herselfe  alone  : 
Sometimes  she  song  as  lowd  as  larke  in  ayre, 
Sometimes  she  laught,  that  nigh  her  breath  was  gone ; 
Yet  was  there  not  with  her  else  any  one, 
That  to  her  might  move  cause  of  meriment : 
Matter  of  merth  enough,  thougli  there  were  none, 
She  could  devise ;  and  thousand  waies  invent 

To  feede  her  foolish  humour  and  vaine  ioUiment. 

IV. 
Which  when  far  off  Cymochles  heard  and  saw, 
He  lowdly  cald  to  such  as  were  abord 
The  litle  barke  unto  the  shore  to  draw, 
And  him  to  ferry  over  that  deepe  ford. 
The  merry  Mariner  unto  his  word 
Soone  hearkned,  and  her  painted  bote  streightway 
Turnd  to  the  shore,  where  that  same  warlike  Lord 
She  in  receiv'd ;  but  Atin  by  no  way 

She  would  admit,  albe  ^  tlie  Knight  her  much  did  pray. 

V. 
Eftsoones  •'  her  shallow  ship  away  did  slide. 
More  swift  than  swallow  shercs  '  the  liquid  skye, 
Withouten  oare  or  pilot  it  to  guide, 
Or  winged  canvas  with  the  wind  to  fly : 
Onely  she  tiirnd  a  pin,  and  by  and  by 

'   Gondclay,  gondola,  boat.         •'  Eflsoones,  immediately. 
*  Alhe,  altlioiiirli.  *  ShcTcs,  cuts. 
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It  cut  away  ujujn  tlic  yielding  wave, 

(Ne  cared  she  her  course  for  to  apply,') 

For  it  was  taui^dit  the  way  wliirh  she  would  have 

And  both  from  rocks  and  Hats  itsclfe  could  wisely  save. 
VI. 
And  all  the  way  the  wanton  Damsoll  found 
New  merth  her  Passenger  to  entertaine  ; 
For  she  in  pleasaunt  purpose  ^  did  abound, 
And  greatly  ioyed  merry  tales  to  faync. 
Of  which  a  store-house  did  with  her  remaine ; 
Yet  seemed,  nothing  well  they  her  became : 
For  all  her  wordes  she  drownd  with  laughter  vaine, 
And  wanted  grace  in  utt'ring  of  the  same. 

That  turned  all  her  pleasaunce  to  a  scoffing  game. 
VII. 
And  other  whiles  vaine  toyes  she  would  devize, 
As  her  fantasticke  wit  did  most  delight : 
Sometimes  her  head  she  fondly  would  aguize  ^ 
With  gaudy  girlonds,  or  fresh  flowrets  dight 
About  her  necke,  or  rings  of  rushes  plight  ^ : 
Sometimes,  to  do  him  laugh,  she  would  assay 
To  laugh  at  shaking  of  the  leaves  light, 
Or  to  behold  the  water  worke  and  play 

About  her  little  fiigot,  therein  making  way. 

'  Jlpphj,  steer.  ^  Jlguize,  deck. 

*  Purpose,  conversation.  *  Plight,  folded. 


V.  8.  —  For  it  was  taught,  &C.1  The  self-guiding  bark  of  Phaedria 
was  suggested  by  the  ships  of  Alcinous,  in  Homer,  which  steered  them- 
selves to  their  destined  port.  The  giving  it  motion  by  turning  a  pin 
was  probably  borrowed  from  the  Squire's  tale  in  Chancer,  where  the 
king  of  Araby  sends  to  Cambuscan  a  horse  of  brass,  which  moves  by 
turning  a  pin.  There  is  a  wooden  horse  with  the  same  wondrous 
power  in  the  Arabian  Nights. 

VI.  6. —  Yet  seemed,  &c.]     Yet,  as  it  seemed. 
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VIII. 

Her  light  behaviour  and  loose  dalliaunce 
Gave  wondrous  great  contentment  to  the  Knight, 
That  of  his  way  he  had  no  sovenaunce,^ 
Nor  care  of  vow'd  revenge  and  cruell  fight ; 
But  to  weake  wench  did  yield  his  martiall  might. 
So  easie  was  to  quench  his  flamed  minde 
With  one  sweete  drop  of  sensuall  delight ! 
So  easie  is  t'appease  the  stormy  winde 

Of  maUce  in  the  cahne  of  pleasaunt  womankind  1 

IX. 
Diverse  discoui-ses  in  their  way  they  spent ; 
Mongst  which  Cymochles  of  her  questioned 
Both  what  she  was,  and  what  that  usage  ment, 
Which  in  her  cott  ~  she  daily  practized : 
"  Vaine  man,"  saide  she,  "  that  wouldest  be  reckoned 
A  straunger  in  thy  home,  and  ignoraunt 
Of  Phaedria,  (for  so  my  name  is  red,^) 
Of  Phaediia,  thine  owoie  fellow  servaunt; 

For  thou  to  serve  Acrasia  thyselfe  doest  vaunt. 

X. 
"  In  this  wide  inland  sea,  that  hight  ^  by  name 
The  Idle  Lake,  my  wandring  ship  I  row, 
That  knowes  her  port,  and  thether  sayles  by  ayme, 
Ne  care  ne  feare  I  how  the  wind  do  blow, 
Or  whether  swift  I  wend  or  wlu^thcr  slow  : 
Both  slow  and  swift  alike  do  serve  my  tourne : 
Ne  swelling  Neptune  no  lowd-thundring  love 
Can  chaunge  my  cheare,  or  make  me  ever  mourne : 

My  litle  boat  can  safely  passe  tliis  perilous  bourne.^  " 

'  Sovenaiaicc,  remembrance.  *  If'\'!'f,  is  called. 

*  Coll,  little  boat.  *  Bourne,  stream. 

=*  iJcrf,  called. 
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XI. 

Whiles  thus  she  talked,  and  whiles  tlius  she  toyd, 
They  were  far  past  the  passaj^e  which  he  spake, 
And  come  unto  an  Island  waste  and  voyd,' 
That  doted  in  the  midst  of  that  i;rcat  Lake; 
There  her  small  ),rondelay  her  port  did  make. 
And  that  gay  pay  re  issewing  on  the  shore 
Disburdned  her :  Their  way  they  forward  take 
Into  the  land  that  lay  them  faire  before, 

Whose  pleasaunce  she  him  shewd,  and  plentifull  great  store. 

Xll. 
It  was  a  chosen  plott  of  fertile  land, 
Emongst  wide  waves  sett,  like  a  litle  nest, 
As  if  it  had  by  natures  cunning  hand 
Bene  choycely  picked  out  fi'om  all  the  rest, 
And  laid  forth  for  ensample  of  the  best : 
No  daintie  flowre  or  herbe  that  gi'owes  on  grownd, 
No  arborett  -  A\'ith  painted  blossomes  drest 
And  smelling  sweete,  but  there  it  might  be  found 

To  bud  out  faire,  and  her  sweete  smels  throwe  al  arowTid. 

XIII. 
No  tree,  whose  braunches  did  not  bravely  ^  spring ; 
No  braunch,  whereon  a  fine  bird  did  not  sitt ; 
No  bird,  but  did  her  shrill  notes  sweetely  smg ; 
No  song,  but  did  containe  a  lovely  ditt."^ 
Trees,  braunches,  birds,  and  songs,  were  framed  fitt 
For  to  allure  fraile  mind  to  carelesse  ease. 
Carelesse  the  man  soone  woxe,  and  his  weake  witt 
Was  overcome  of  thing  that  did  him  please  : 

So  pleased  did  his  wrathful!  purpose  faire  appease. 

1   Waste  and  voyd,  uninhabited.  ^  Bravely,  beautifully. 

^  Arborett,  a  small  tree.  *  Ditt,  ditty,  or  tune. 


XIII.  9.  —  Did  his  wratlifull  purpose  faire  appease!]    In  Cymochles 
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XIV. 

Tlius  when  shee  had  his  eyes  and  sences  fed 

With  false  delights,  and  fild  with  pleasures  vayn, 

Into  a  shady  dale  she  soft  him  led, 

And  layd  him  downe  upon  a  grassy  playn  ; 

And  her  sweete  selfe  without  dread  or  disdayn 

She  sett  beside,  laying  his  head  disarmd 

In  her  loose  lap,  it  softly  to  sustayn, 

Where  soone  he  slumbred  fearing  not  be  harmd : 

The  whiles  with  a  love  lay  she  thus  him  sweetly  charmd : 

XV. 
"  Behold,  O  man,  that  toilesome  paines  docst  take, 
The  flowi-s,  the  fields,  and  all  that  pleasaunt  growes, 
How  they  themselves  doe  thine  ensample  ^  make, 
Whiles  nothing  envious  nature  them  forth  throwes 
Out  of  her  fruitfull  lap ;  how,  no  man  knowes, 
They  spring,  they  bud,  they  blossome  fresh  and  faire, 
And  decke  the  world  with  their  rich  pompous  showes ; 
Yet  no  man  for  them  taketh  paines  or  care, 

Yet  no  man  to  them  can  his  careful!  paines  compai'e. 
XVI. 
"  The  lilly,  lady  of  the  flowring  field, 

'  Ensample,  model  for  imitation. 


we  are  shown  the  fickleness  of  purpose  which  habits  of  self-indulgonce 
beget.  "  One  sweet  drop  of  sensual  delight"  makes  him  forget  the 
purpose  of  revenge  lie  had  so  lately  formed.  The  nearest  temptation 
is  the  strongest. 

XV.  1.  —  Behold,  0  man,  &c.]  This  song  of  Phtedria's  was  probably 
suggested  by  one  sung  to  Rinaldo,  upon  an  enchanted  island,  in  the 
fourteenth  book  of  Tasso's  Jerusalem  Delivered.  Spenser,  however, 
has  given  to  his  own  stanzas  a  rich  and  lavish  beaufv  of  imagery  and 
expression  not  found  in  liis  Italian  model. 

XV.  4.  —  JVothinir  envious.']     Lilieral,  or  grudging  nothing. 

XVI.  1. —  The  lilly,  &c.]     In  this  exquisite  stanza,  the  reader  will 
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The  nowrc-dehicc,'  licr  lovely  paramoure, 

Bid  thee  to  them  tliy  fruitlcssci  labors  yield, 

And  soone  leave  ofF  this  toylsornf!  weary  stoure-; 

I»e  !  loe,  how  brave  she  decks  lier  bounteous  boure, 

With  silkin  curtens  and  gold  coverle.tLs, 

Therein  to  shrowd  her  suni])tuous  belamoure  ^ ! 

Yet  neither  spinnes  nor  cards,  nc  cares  nor  fretts, 

But  to  her  mother  nature  all  her  care  she  letts. 
XVII. 
"  Why  then  doest  thou,  O  man,  that  of  them  all 
Art  Lord,  and  eke  of  nature  Soveraine, 
Wilfully  make  thyselfe  a  wretched  thrall. 
And  waste  thy  ioyous  howres  in  ncedelesse  paine, 
Seeking  for  daunger  and  adventures  vaine  ? 
What  bootes  it  al  to  have  and  nothing  use? 
Who  shall  him  rew  "*  that  swimming  in  the  maine 
Will  die  for  thirst,  and  water  doth  refuse  ? 

Refuse  such  fruitlesse  toile,  and  present  pleasures  chuse." 
XVIII. 
By  this  she  had  him  lulled  fast  asleepe, 
That  of  no  worldly  thing  he  care  did  take : 
Then  she  with  liquors  strong  his  eies  did  steepe, 
That  nothing  should  him  hastily  awake. 
So  she  liim  Icfte,  and  did  iierselfe  betake 
Unto  her  boat  again,  with  which  she  clefte 
The  sloutlifuU  wave  of  that  great  griesy  ^  Lake : 

'  Flowre-deluce,  (fleur  de  lis,  Fr.)  tlie  iris.         ^  Stoure.  anxiety. 
^  Belamoure,  lover.         *  Rew,  pity.         *   Griesy,  sluggish,  or  thick. 

notice  the  alliteration  of  which  Spenser  was  so  fond  —  "lilly,  lady," 
"flowring  field,"  "bounteous  boure,"  "shrowd  her  sumptuous,"  "nor 
cards,  ne  cares." 

XVIII.  7.  —  Great  griesy  Lake.]     Some  editions  have  grinly,  terri- 
ble, instead  of  griesy,  thick  or  sluggish. 
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Soone  shee  that  Island  far  behind  her  lefte, 
And  now  is  come  to  that  same  place  where  first  she  wefte.^ 

XIX. 
By  tliis  time  was  the  worthy  Guyon  brought 
Unto  the  other  side  of  that  wide  strond 
Where  she  was  rowing,  and  for  passage  sought : 
Him  needed  not  long  call ;  shee  soone  to  bond 
Her  ferry  brought,  where  him  she  byding  ^  fond 
With  his  sad  ^  Guide :  himselfe  she  tooke  aboord, 
But  the  Blacke  Palmer  suffi-ed  still  to  stond, 
Ne  would  for  price  or  prayers  once  affoord  ^ 
To  ferry  that  old  man  over  the  perlous  ^  foord. 

XX. 
Guyon  was  loath  to  leave  his  Guide  behind, 
Yet  being  entred  might  not  backe  retyre ; 
For  the  flitt  barke,  obaying  to  her  mind, 
Forth  launched  quickly  as  she  did  desire, 
Ne  gave  him  leave  to  bid  that  aged  sire 
Adieu,  but  nimbly  ran  her  wonted  course 
Througli  the  dull  billowes  thicke  as  troubled  mire. 
Whom  nether  wind  out  of  their  seat  could  forse. 
Nor  timely  tides  did  drive  out  of  their  sluggish  sourse. 

XXI. 
And  by  the  way,  as  was  her  wonted  guize. 
Her  merr}^  fitt  she  freshly  gan  to  reare,^ 

'   JVefte,  put  off.  *  Affoord,  grant,  consent. 

*  Byding,  waiting.  *  Perlous,  dangerous. 

'  Sad,  grave.  *  Reave,  display. 


XIX.  4.  —  To  hand.']  Upton  suggests  "lond"  [land]  for  "hond," 
which,  however,  is  not  found  in  any  edition. 

XIX.  8. — Xc  tcould,  A'c]  When  Temperance  or  Self-government 
embarks  on  tlie  waters  of  Idleness,  under  the  guidance  of  immodest 
Mirth,  Reason  is  left  behind. 
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And  did  of  ioy  and  iolliiy  devize, 
Herselfo  to  cherish,  and  her  guest  to  chearc. 
Tlie  Knight  was  courteous,  and  did  not  forheare 
Her  lionest  inertli  and  j)leasaunce  to  partake  ; 
But  when  he  saw  her  toy,  and  gibe,^  and  geare,^ 
And  passe  the  bonds  of  modest  nierinnake. 

Her  dalhaunce  he  despis'd  and  follies  did  forsake.^ 
XXII. 
Yet  she  still  followed  her  former  style, 
And  said,  and  did,  all  that  mote  him  delight. 
Till  they  arrived  in  that  picusuunt  He, 
Where  sleeping  late  she  left  her  other  Knight. 
But,  whenas  Guyon  of  that  land  had  sight. 
He  wist  himselfe  amisse,  and  angry  said ; 
"  Ah  !  Dame,  perdy  '*  ye  have  not  doen  me  right. 
Thus  to  mislead  mee,  whiles  I  you  obaid : 

Me  litle  needed  from  my  right  way  to  have  straid." 
XXIII. 
"  Fairc  Sir,"  quoth  she,  "  be  not  displeased  at  all ; 
Who  fares  on  sea  may  not  commaund  his  way, 
A'e  wind  and  weather  at  his  pleasure  call : 
The  sea  is  wide,  and  easy  for  to  stray ; 
The  wind  unstable,  and  doth  never  stay. 
But  here  a  while  ye  may  in  safety  rest, 
Till  season  serve  new  passage  to  assay : 
Better  safe  port  then  be  in  seas  distrest." 

Therewith  she  laught,  and  did  her  earnest  end  in  iest. 

1  Gibe,  jest.  ^  Forsake,  turn  from,  neglect. 

2  Gcare,  jeer.  *  Perdy,  truly. 


XXI.  8. —  The  bonds.']     Some  editions  have  "  bounds." 

XXII.  6.  — He  7cist  himselfe  amisse,  &c.]     He  perceived  that  lie  was 
out  of  his  proper  course. 


C.  VI.  THE    FAERIE    QTJEENE.  361 

XXIV. 

But  he,  halfe  discontent,  mote  nathelesse 
Himselfe  appease,  and  issewd  forth  on  shore : 
The  ioyes  whereof  and  happy  fruitfulnesse, 
Such  as  he  saw,  she  gan  him  lay  before,^ 
And  all,  tliough  pleasaunt,  yet  she  made  much  more. 
The  fields  did  laugh,  the  flowres  did  freshly  spring. 
The  trees  did  bud,  and  early  blossomes  bore ; 
And  all  the  quire  of  birds  did  sweetly  sing, 

And  told  that  Gardins  pleasures  in  then*  caroling. 
XXV. 
And  she,  more  sweete  than  any  bird  on  bough, 
Would  oftentimes  emongst  them  beare  a  part, 
And  strive^o  passe  ^  (as  she  could  well  enough) 
Their  native  musicke  by  her  skilful  art : 
So  did  she  all,  that  might  his  constant  hart 
Withdraw  fi'om  thought  of  warlike  enterprize. 
And  drowne  In  dissolute  delights  apart, 
Where  noise  of  amies,  or  vew  of  martiall  guize, 

Might  not  revive  desire  of  knightly  exercize  : 
XXVI. 
But  he  was  wise,  and  wary  of  her  will, 
And  ever  held  his  hand  upon  his  hart ; 
Yet  would  not  seeme  so  rude,  and  thewed  ^  ill. 
As  to  despise  so  curteous  seeming  part 
That  gentle  Lady  did  to  him  impart : 
But,  fairly  tempring,''  fond  ^  desire  subdewd, 

'  Lay  brfore,  descril)c  to.         *  Tempring,  governing  hiinsplf. 
*  Passe,  surpass.  *  Fond,  weak,  foolish. 

'  Thewed,  nurtured. 


XXVI.  I. —  Wary  of  Iter  will.']     Careful  to  prevent  her  accomplish- 
mg  her  wishes. 
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And  ever  lier  (Jesircd  to  depart. 

She  list  not  lieare,  hut  her  disjjons  poursewd, 
And  ever  had  him  stay  till  time  the  tide  renewd. 
XX\  II. 

And  now  hy  this  Cymochles  howre  was  spent, 

That  he  awoke  out  of  his  ydle  dreme  ; 

And,  shaking  o(F  his  drowsy  dn'iiment,^ 

Can  him  avize,-  howe  ill  did  him  heseme 

In  sloutiifull  slcepe  his  molten  hart  to  stemc,'' 

And  quench  the  hrond  of  his  conceived  yre. 

Tho  *  up  he  started,  stird  with  shame  extreme, 

Ne  staied  for  his  Damsell  to  inquire, 
But  marched  to  the  strond,  there  passage  to  require. 
XXVIII. 

And  in  the  way  he  with  Sir  Guyon  mett, 

Accompanyde  with  Phaedria  the  faire  : 

Eftsoones^  he  gan  to  rage,  and  inly  frett, 

Crying  ;  "  Let  be  ^  that  Lady  debonaire,^ 

Thou  recreaunt  Knight,  and  soone  thyselfe  prepaire 

To  batteile,  if  thou  meane  her  love  to  gayn. 

Loe !  loe  already  how  the  fowles  in  aire 

Doe  flocke,  awaiting  shortly  to  obtayn 
Thy  carcas  for  their  pray,  the  guerdon  of  thy  payn." 
XXIX. 

And  there-withall  he  fiersly  at  him  flew, 

And  with  importune  ^  outrage  him  assayld ; 

Who,  soone  prepard  to  field,^  his  sword  forth  drew, 

'  Dreriment,  heaviness.  *  Let  be,  let  go. 

*  Him  avize,  reflect.  '  Dehonairc,  gracious,  gentle. 
3  Sterne,  exhale.  ^  Importune,  cruel. 

*  Tho,  then.  9  Field,  battle. 
'  Eftsoones,  immodiately. 


XXVIII.  9.  —  The  guerdon  of  thy  payn.']     The  reward  of  thy  attempt 
to  gain  the  lady. 
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And  him  with  equall  valew  ^  countervayld  ^ : 
Their  mightie  strokes  their  haberieons  ^  dismayld,"* 
And  naked  made  each  others  manly  spalles  ^ ; 
The  mortall  Steele  despiteously  entayld  ^ 
Deepe  in  their  flesh,  quite  through  the  yron  walles, 

That  a  large  purple  streame  adown  their  giarabeaux ''  falles. 
XXX. 
Cymochles,  that  had  never  mett  before 
So  puissant  foe,  with  envious  despight 
His  prowd  presumed  force  increased  more, 
Disdeigning  to  bee  held  so  long  in  fight. 
Sir  Guyon,  gmdging^  not  so  much  his  might 
As  those  unknightly  raylinges  which  he  spoke. 
With  wrathfull  fire  his  corage  kindled  bright, 
Thereof  devising  shortly  to  be  wroke,^ 

And  doubling  all  his  powres  redoubled  every  stroke. 
XXXI. 
Both  of  them  high  attonce  their  hands  enhaunst,^" 
And  both  attonce  their  huge  blowes  down  did  sway : 
Cymochles  sword  on  Guyons  shield  yglaunst,^^ 
And  thereof  nigh  one  quarter  sheard  ^~  away : 
But  Guyons  angry  blade  so  fiers  did  play 
On  th'  odiers  hehnett,  which  as  Titan  shone. 
That  quite  it  clove  his  plumed  crest  in  tway, 
And  bared  all  his  head  unto  the  bone ; 

VVhere-with  astonisht  still  he  stood  as  scncelesse  stone. 
XXXII. 
Still  as  he  stood,  fayre  Phaedria,  that  beheld 

'   Valcio,  value.  ^  Giainbravx,  coverings  for  the  lefrs. 

*  CounlcrvinjJd,  opposed.  '  Gntdghifr,  indignant  at- 
'  Haberieons,  coats  of  mail.  *   Wrohe,  avenrrod. 

*  DismaijJd,  laid  open.  '"  Enhaunst,  raised. 

>  Spalles,  shoulders.  "    Yglaunst,  glanced. 

«  Entayld,  cut.  "  Sheard,  cut. 
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That  deadly  Daungcr,  soone  atwceno  them  ran  ; 
And  at  their  feet  herselfe  most  humljly  feld,' 
Crying  with  pitteous  voyce,  and  count'nance  wan, 
"Ah,  well  away  !  most  nohle  Lords,  how  can 
Your  cruell  eyes  endure  so  pitteous  sight, 
To  shed  your  lives  on  ground  ?     Wo  worth  the  man. 
That  fu-st  did  teach  the  cursed  Steele  to  hi'dit 

O 

In  his  owne  flesh,  and  make  way  to  the  living  spright! 
XXXill. 
"  If  ever  love  of  Lady  did  impierce 
Your  yron  hrestes,  or  pittie  could  find  place, 
Withhold  your  hloody  handes  from  battaill  fierce ; 
And,  sith  -  for  me  ye  fight,  to  me  this  grace 
Both  yield,  to  stay  your  deadly  stryfe  a  space." 
They  stayd  a  while ;  and  forth  she  gan  proceeds  : 
"  Most  wretched  woman  and  of  wicked  race, 
That  am  the  authour  of  this  hainous  deed,  [breed  ! 

And  cause  of  death  betweene  two  dous;htie  Knirrhts  do 
XXXIV. 
'■  But,  if  for  me  ye  fight,  or  me  \\  ill  serve, 
Not  this  rude  kynd  of  battaill,  nor  these  armes 
Are  meet,  the  which  doe  men  in  bale  to  sterve, 
And  doolefull  ^  sorrowe  heape  widi  deadly  harmes  : 
Such  cmell  game  my  scannoges  disaniies. 

1  Feld,  threw.  2  5^-^/,^  since. 

^  Doolefull,  doleful,  mournful. 


XXXII.  7. —  Wo  worth  the  rrutn.']     A  form  of  imprecation  —  Evil  be- 
fall the  man. 

XXXII.  8. — the  cursed  Steele  to  bight 

In  his  oicne  ficsh.']     To  pierce  or  cut  through  the  iron 
armor,  and  thus  make  way  to  the  wearer's  life. 

XXXIV.  3.  —  Doc  men  in  hale  to  sterve.']     Cause  men  to  perish  in 
trouble. 

XXXIV.  5.  —  Such  cruell  game,  &c.]     "Such  cruel  sport  as  that  of 
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Another  warre,  and  other  weapons,  I 

Doe  lov^e,  where  Love  does  give  his  sweet  alarmes 

Without  bloodshed,  and  where  the  enimy 

Does  yield  unto  his  foe  a  pleasaunt  victory. 
XXXV. 
"  Debatefull  strife,  and  cruell  enmity, 
The  famous  name  of  knighthood  fowly  shend  ^ ; 
But  lovely  peace,  and  gentle  amity, 
And  in  amours  the  passing  howres  to  spend, 
The  mightie  martiall  handes  doe  most  commend  ; 
Of  love  they  ever  greater  glory  bore 
Then  of  their  amies :  Mars  is  Cupidoes  frend, 
And  is  for  Venus  loves  renovvmed  more 

Then  all  his  wars  and  spoiles,  the  which  he  did  of  yore." 
XXXVl. 
Therewith  she  sweetly  smyld.     They,  though  full  bent 
To  prove  -  extremities  of  bloody  fight. 
Yet  at  her  speach  their  rages  gan  relent. 
And  calme  the  sea  of  their  tempestuous  spight : 
Such  powre  have  pleasing  wordes !  Such  is  the  might 
Of  courteous  clemency  in  gentle  hart ! 
Now  after  all  was  ceast,  the  Faeiy  Knight 
Besought  that  Damzell  suffer  him  depart, 

And  y  eld  him  ready  passage  to  that  other  part. 
XXXVII. 
She  no  lesse  glad  then  ^  he  desirous  was 
Of  his  departure  thence  ;  for  of  lun-  ioy 
And  vaine  delight  she  saw  he  light  did  pas, 

'  Shcnd,  disgrace.  '  Prove,  try.  ^  Then,  than. 


figliting  is  inconsistent  with  my  contests,  [literiiUy  s/iirniishes,}  whicli 
are  those  of  love." 

XXXVII.  3. —  He  light  did  pas.]     lie  passed  lightly  by,  or  treated 
with  indifference. 
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A  foo  of  folly  and  iimnodest  toy, 
Still  solemne  sad,  or  still  disdainful  coy  ; 
Delighting  all  in  annas  and  cruell  warre, 
That  her  sweet  peace  and  pleasures  did  annoy, 
Troubled  with  tcrrour  and  uiKjuict  iarre, 

That  she  well  j)leascd  was  thence  to  amove  him  farre. 
XXXVIII. 
Tho  ^  him  she  hrought  abord,  and  her  swift  bote 
Forthwith  directed  to  that  further  strand  ; 
The  which  on  the  dull  waves  did  lightly  flote, 
And  soone  arrived  on  the  shallow  sand, 
Where  gladsome  Guyon  sailed  forth  to  land, 
And  to  that  Damsell  thankes  gave  for  reward. 
Upon  that  shore  he  spyed  Atin  stand. 
There  by  his  maister  left,  when  late  he  far'd 

In  Phaedrias  flilt  barck  over  that  perlous  ^  shard.  "^ 
XXXIX. 
Well  could  he  him  remember,  sith  ^  of  late 
He  with  Pyrochles  sharp  debatement  made  : 
Streight  gan  he  him  revyle,  and  bitter  rate, 
As  shepheardes  curre,  that  in  dark  eveninges  shade 
Hath  tracted  forth  ^  some  salvage  beastes  trade  ^  : 
"  Vile  miscreaunt,"  said  he,  "  whether  dost  thou  flye 
The  shame  and  death,  which  w  ill  thee  soone  invade  ? 
What  coward  hand  shall  doe  thee  next  to  dye. 

That  art  thus  fowly  fledd  from  famous  enimy  ?  " 

XL. 
With  that  he  stifly  shooke  his  steelhead  dart : 

*   Tfto,  then.  *  Sith,  since. 

'  Perlous,  perilous.  *   Tracted  forth,  traced  out. 

'  Shard,  shoal.  *   Trade,  tread,  footsteps. 


XXXIX.  1 —  fVell  could  he,  &c.]   i.  e.  Atin  well  remembered  Guyon. 
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But  sober  Guyon  hearing  liini  so  rayle, 
Though  somewhat  moved  in  his  mightie  hart, 
Yet  with  strong  reason  maistred  passion  fraile, 
And  passed  fayrely  ^  forth  :  He,  turning  taile, 
Backe  to  the  strond  retyrd,  and  there  still  stayd, 
Awaiting  passage,  which  him  late  did  faile  ; 
The  whiles  Cymochles  with  that  wanton  Mayd 

The  hasty  heat  of  his  avowd  revenge  delayd.^ 
XLI. 
Whylest  there  the  Varlet  stood,  he  saw  from  farre 
An  armed  Knight  that  towardes  him  fast  ran ; 
He  ran  on  foot,  as  if  in  lucklesse  warre 
His  forlome  '^  steed  from  him  the  victour  wan : 
He  seemed  breathlesse,  hartlesse,  faint,  and  wan  ; 
And  all  his  armour  sprincklcd  was  with  blood. 
And  soyld  with  durtic  gore,  that  no  man  can 
Disceme  the  hew  thereof :  He  never  stood, 

But  bent  his  hastie  coui-se  towardes  the  Ydle  Flood. 
XLIl. 
The  Varlet  saw,  when  to  the  Flood  he  came 
How  without  stop  or  stay  he  fiersly  lept, 
And  deepe  himselfe  beducked  in  the  same. 
That  in  the  Lake  his  loftie  crest  was  stept, 
Ne  of  his  safetie  seemed  care  he  kept ; 
But  with  his  raging  amies  he  rudely  flasht 
The  waves  about,  and  all  his  armour  swept, 
That  all  tlio  blood  and  lilth  away  was  washt ; 

Yet  still  he  bet  tlie  water,  and  the  billows  dasht. 
XLIII. 
Atin  drew  nigh  to  weef*  what  it  mote  bee  ; 

'  Faijrvhj,  (juiotly.  ^  Forlome,  lost. 

*  Delttijd,  put  away.  *   JVect,  learn. 


XL.  7. —  ll'liich  him  laic  diilfailc]     See  ante,  stanza  IV. 
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For  imicli  li(j  woiulred  at  tliat  imccjiiili  ^  si^lit : 
Wlioiii  should  li(!  but  liis  own  di-are  I>ord  tliorc  see, 
His  owiic  (Irani  I>jnl  I'ynxddcs  in  sad  plij^ht, 
Ready  to  drownc  liimselfe  for  fell  despight: 
"  Harrow  now,  out  and  well  away  !  "  he  cryde, 
"  What  dismal  day  hath  lent  this  cursed  light, 
To  see  my  Lord  so  deadly  damnifyde  ^  ? 

Pyrochles,  O  Pyrochles,  what  is  thee  bctyde  ^  ?  " 
XLIV. 
"  I  bume,  I  bunie,  I  burnc,"  then  lowd  he  crj'de, 
"  O  how  I  burne  with  iinplacable  fyre  ! 
Yet  nought  can  quench  mine  inly  flaming  syde. 
Nor  sea  of  licour  cold,  nor  Lake  of  myre  ; 
Nothing  but  death  can  doe  me  to  respyre." 
"  Ah  !  be  it,"  said  he,  "  from  Pyrochles  farre 
After  pursewing  death  once  to  requyre, 
Or  think,  that  ought  those  puissant  hands  may  marre : 

Death  is  for  wretches  borne  under  unhappy  starre." 
XLV. 
"  Perdye/  then  is  it  filt  for  me,"  said  he, 
"  That  am,  I  weene,  most  wretched  man  alive  ; 
Burning  in  flames,  yet  no  flames  can  I  see, 
And,  dying  dayly,  dayly  yet  revive  : 
O  Atin,  helpe  to  me  last  death  to  give ! " 
The  Varlet  at  his  plaint  was  grievd  so  sore, 

'  Unayuth,  strange.  '  Betyde,  happened. 

*  Damnifyde,  injured.  *i^erdye,  truly. 


XLIII.  6.  —  HarroiD  now,  out  and  well  azcay.]  Harrow  is  an  excla- 
mation of  distress.     Well  away  means  alas! 

XLIV.  5.  —  Doe  me  to  respyre.']  '  Help  me  to  breathe  out  the  flames, 
and  be  free  from  them.' 

XLIV.  G.  — .ih !  he  it,  «&c.]  '  Far  be  it  from  Pyrochles  to  pursue  afier 
death,  and  require  its  aid.' 
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That  his  deepe-wounded  hart  in  two  did  rive ; 
And,  his  owne  heahh  remembring  now  no  more, 

Did  follow  tliat  ensample  which  he  blam'd  afore. 
XLVI. 
Into  the  Lake  he  lept  his  Lord  to  ayd, 
(So  love  the  dread  of  daunger  doth  despise.) 
And,  of  him  catching  hold,  him  strongly  stayd 
From  drowning  ;  but  more  happy  he  then  ^  wise 
Of  that  seas  nature  did  him  not  avise  ^ : 
The  waves  thereof  so  slow  and  sluggish  were, 
Engrost  ^  with  mud  which  did  them  fowle  agrise,'* 
That  every  weighty  thing  they  did  upbeare, 

Ne  ought  mote  ever  sinck  downe  to  the  bottom  there. 
XLVII. 
Whyles  thus  they  struglcd  in  that  Ydle  Wave, 
And  strove  in  vaine,  the  one  himselfe  to  drowne, 
The  other  both  from  drowning  for  to  save  ; 
Lo !  to  that  shore  one  in  an  auncient  gowne. 
Whose  hoary  locks  great  gravitie  did  crowne, 
Holding  in  hand  a  goodly  arming  sword, 
By  fortune  came,  ledd  with  the  troublous  sowne  ^ : 
Where  drenched  deepe  he  fownd  in  that  dull  ford 

The  careful!  ^  servaunt  striving  with  his  raging  Lord. 
XLVIII. 
Him  Atin  spying  knew  right  well  of  yore, 
And  lowdly  cald  ;  "  Help  !  helpe,  O  Archimage, 
To  save  my  Lord  in  wretched  plight  forlore ''' ; 

'  Tlien,  than.  *  Smcne,  sound. 

*  Jlvise,  bethink  himself.  ^  CarefuU,  sorrowful. 
^  Engrost,  made  tliick.  '  Forlore,  forlorn. 

*  Agrise,  clog. 


XLVIII.  2. —  0  y)rc/i image]     Archimairo's  Inst  nppoaranco  was  in 
canto  111.  stanza  XIX.     lie  had  tlien  left  Braggadochio  to  procure  for 
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Ilelpc  with  tliy  liaiul,  or  with  tliy  counsell  sage: 
Weake  handes,  but  counsell  is  most  strong  in  age." 
Him  when  the  olij  man  saw,  he  woundred  sore 
To  sec  Pyrochles  there  so  rudely  rage : 
Yet  silhens^  helpe,  he  saw,  he  needed  more 

Then  -  pitty,  he  in  hast  approched  to  the  shore, 
XLIX. 
And  cald,  "  Pyrochles,  what  is  this  I  see  ? 
What  hellish  fury  hath  at  earst  ^  thee  hent ''  ? 
Furious  ever  I  thee  knew  to  bee, 

Yet  never  in  this  straunge  astonishment.^ "  [ment !  " 

"  These  flames,  these  flames,"  he  cryde,  "  doe  me  tor- 
"  What  flames,"  quoth  he,  "  when  I  thee  present  see 
In  daunger  rather  to  be  drent  then  brent  °  ?  " 
"  Han'ow  "^ !  the  flames  which  me  consume,"  said  he, 

"  Ne  can  be  quencht,  within  my  secret  bowelles  bee. 

L. 
"  That  cursed  man,  that  cruell  feend  of  hell, 
Furor,  oh  !  Furor  hath  me  thus  bedight : 
His  deadly  woundes  within  my  liver  swell, 
And  his  whott**  fyre  bumes  in  mine  entralles  bright. 
Kindled  through  his  infemall  brond  of  spight, 
Sith  ^  late  with  him  I  batteill  vaine  would  boste ; 
That  now  I  weene  loves  dreaded  thunder-light  ^° 

'  Sithcns,  since.  '  Drcnt  then  brent,  drowned 
2  Then,  than.  than  burnt. 

'  .^t  earst,  suddenly.  '  Harrow,  alas. 

<  Hent,  seized.  '   Wholt,  hot. 

*  Jlstonishment,  passion,  ®  Sith,  since. 

excitement.  '"  Thunder-light,  lightning. 


him  the  sword  of  Prince  Arthur ;  and  in  the  eighth  canto  of  this  present 
book  (stanza  XX.)  we  arc  informed  that  the  sword  he  now  has  in  his 
hand  was  Prince  Arthur's ;  but  we  are  nowhere  told  how  he  contrived 
to  get  it  into  his  possession. 

L.  2.  —  Me  thus  bedight.]     Brought  me  to  this. 
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Does  scorch  not  halfe  so  sore,  nor  damned  glioste 
In  flaming  Phlegeton  does  not  so  felly  ^  roste." 

LI. 
Which  whenas  Archimago  heard,  his  griefe 
He  knew  right  well,  and  him  attonce  disarm'd : 
Then  searcht  his  secret  vvoundes,  and  made  a  priefe  ^ 
Of  every  place  that  was  with  bruzing  harmd, 
Or  with  the  hidden  fier  inly  warmd. 
Which  doen,  he  balmes  and  herbes  thereto  applyde, 
And  evermore  with  mightie  spels  them  charmd  ; 
That  in  short  space  he  has  them  qualifyde,^ 
And  him  restord  to  helth,  that  would  have  algates  dyde. 

1  Fdly,  cruelly.  ^  Priefe,  examination. 

^  Qualifyde,  eased,  assuaged. 


LI.  9.  —  Would  have  algates  dyde.'}     Wished  by  all  means  to  die. 
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